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IMPROVEMENTS

It is the correct thing to complain
of the way in which things are done
in this city, but to. be absolutely
honest, it must be confessed that there
has been a great deal of improvement
in the last few years. Now there" is
not the least necessity «for any of our
municipal authorities to look in' the
glass to see if his halo is on straight,
for none of them have yet qualified
for municipal saintship, but there are
some things that are very good. The
impression produced, ‘when one lands
at the C. P. R. wharf and goes along
Belleville street to the city, is very
zood. When- we see what it is like
now, -we can the better understand
how badly most strangers used to be
impressed before the. improvements
were made. Contrast in your memory
the Causeway, the Empress hotel and
the ornamental grounds with the old
James Bay bridge and the noisome tide
flats. You would hardly think it was
the same place, would you? It is hard
fo realize that only a' few years ago
carts used to be employed in carry-
ing wet mud from Government §treetl
One does not need to have lived in
Victoria very long to remember when
Broad street was like. an ill-kept
country road. In a year from now, if
i10 more -snags are encountered, you
will stand at the south end of Douglas
street and try to realize what it looked
like in the year 1910.

To go a little further afiekd, if you
have not been on Linden avenue re-
cently, and do not have any occasion
to go, postpone your visit for a teyv
months and prepare for a very pleas-
ant surprise. There are many other
illustrations of progress and improve-
ment and in most places those who
undertake them are not satisfied with
their first efforts. The spirit of im-
provement is like the measles. It is
very catching and you can have it
twice or oftener.

BANK DEPOSITS.

Mention was made in the Colonist
vesterday that the amount’ of money
in the Canadian banks to the credit
of Victoria - depositors is upwards of
$20,000,000. How much of this money
is loaned by the banks upon business
paper we do not know, but ‘we should
be surprised to learn that more than
a third of it is. The remainder is
loaned: elsewhere in Canada, and is
assisting business men in other places
to promote the several enterprises in
which they are engaged. Of ‘courseé it
is available for use here, but apparent-
ly not through the banks, for there is
no disposition shown by those insti-
tutions to increase their local loans

. and discounts. This is, of course not a
matter over which the local managers.
have any but a slight control, for the
policy of all the banks is settled - by
the. head office. We are not mention-
ing these things in any spirit of com-
plaint so far as the banks are con-
cerned. They have a right to man-
age their business in their own way,
and it will have to be conceded that
they do so in a manner that, except in
exceptional. cases, makes for the soli-
dity of business. Moreover it is to be
remembered that the banks are .cus-
todians of the deposits, not owners of
them. Their position is to a certain
extent that of trustees, and they would
be highly culpable if they put out the
money of others upon ventures that
are. largely speculative, even though
they seem to promise certain profits
for those who invest in them. Almost
every instance of bank failure is ex-
plainable on the ground that deposits
have been loaned upon secureties that
have been largely speculative. There-
fore while many people express more
or less indignation because such a
vast sum of Victoria money is, used
élsewhere than in Victoria, it is un-
wise to lay the blame upon the.banks.
The responsibility lies. upon the de-
positors themselves.

What we would like to see is a more
enterprising* spirit upon the part of
those whose money the ' banks hold,
Yesterday a property owner in Vic-
toria, when asked to name a price for
a certain building, quoted just foug
times as much as he .gave for it .a
very few years ago. This apprecia-
tion is by no means exceptional. In-
terest in it arises from the fact that it
discloses a rapid appreciation in val-

nes, and this shows that there has||

been great.progress in the community
and a confidence that this progress will
continue. 'We therefore venture to
suggest—to the people, whose money.
the banke hold, if they might not ad-
vantagously consider the investment of
a part of it in enterprises that would
empioy Tabor, and thereby add to the
importance of this business centre, We
often ‘hear people complain this capi-
tal is slow about coming in; but the
bank returns show it to be already
here, only it is owned by our own-
people. This is as far as we can very
well go. We write in the hope. that
the owners of some of these millions |

 lines in British Columbia with the ecity

OTHER TRANSCONTINENTALS.

The Hudson Bay and Pacific rail-
way project has been revived. A‘year
or two agq it attracted some attention |
in this city, when the late Col; May, of
Seattle, was endeavoring - to -ihtereqt
New York capital in it. Indeed he was
Meeting . with a .very great. success,
when his work was interrupted by a
paralytic stroke from. the effect of
which he never recovered, although he
thought for a 'time that he ‘would be
able to go on with his work. To talk
with Col. May about the countfy from
Fort' Churchill to Port Simpson  and
nerth of all existing railways was very
inspiring. He knew much’ about the
‘land, for he had visited many parts of
it, and he had no patience with any,
one who did not believe it to be the
most valuable unexploited field on the
continent. If the men, who have, re-
vived the project, have his enthusiasm
and fund of information, it need. sur-
prise no one to’ be told that they have
Succeeded in interesting capitalists.
‘We think it may be taken for granted
that a railway will be constructed
along the route proposed by Col. May
either by the company, which he ori-
ginated, or some other.

In passing it may be mentioned that
another railway, the -construction of
which cannot now be far in the future,
is one to connect the Great Northern’s

of Winnipeg, which will give a trans-
continental line from the Pacific Coast
to the Great Lakes. Thus we look for-
ward'to the time, and it will be'l;y no
means remote, when five transcontin-
ental railways will cross Canada. No
one would have regarded even a few.
years ago such a consummation  as
within the bounds of possibility, Many
of- us remember when one such road
was regarded as a vénture of doubtful
utility and of almost certain unprofit-
ableness. There are a few people. in
Victoria today, who recall when it was
thought that if we could get a trans-
continental wagon road we ought not
to expect anything more. From what
‘has -been done, it may be possible to
forecast in imagination what will be
done; but we doubt if it can be within
any reasonable measure of what the
next quarter of a century will bring
forth.

MYTHICAL DESTROYERS

Much oratory and a great deal of
printer's ink has been expended in
demonstrating to the satisfaction of
the demonstrators that aeroplanes
could drop explosives upon the decks
of battleships and send them to the
bottom. It has always been a British
battleship that was to be sent to
Davy Jones' locker “in this summary
way, but this ~only in ‘passing.  Not
long ‘ago Curtis, the aviator, succeed-
ed in dropping imitation bombs within
an area representing in size the deck
of a modern battleship, and forthwith
Wwe were assured that the end of nayies
was in sight. The Scientific Americarn
refuses to be persuaded. It has reached
the conclusion that to drop a bamb
upon a battleship in war would. be
“by long odds the most  difficult of
accomplishment” of all the tasks that
air-ships are supposed to be capable
of. We quote:

To hit a battleship with aeroplane
bombs, ‘even if they be let go from
the perfected flyer of the future, is
a problem most complicated. We ‘do
not hesitate to say that'to take ac-
curate aim from a safe height, clear
of shrapnel fire, would involve such
very accurate data and such compli-
cated calculatipns of height, speed of
aeroplane, speed of ship, speed of fall-
ing shell, wind velocity; direction  of
aeroplane flight, ete., and the shell it
it did strike home would do such
insignificant damage; that to affirm
that the aeroplane is going to “revolu-
tionize” the naval warfare of the fu-
ture is to gpilty of the wildest exag-
geration. - %

Our contemporary goes on ‘to e¥%-’
plain that a shell released from an
air-ship at a safe altitude, and it
thinks this would have to be at least
1000 feet, would not drop vertically,
but “on a curved resultant line, made
up of forward velocity imparted to
the shell by the moving aeroplane and
the vertical veloeity due to the accele-
ration- of gravity.” To be able to hit
an object the aviator would have t

know the following effects: 5

. The height above the object to be
struck, the forward velocity of his
aeroplane, the velocity and direction
of motion of the ship below, the veloc-
ity and direction of the wind. He must
not only know his horizontal distance
from a vertical drawn through the
ship, but he must be able to ascertain
whether his line of flight would pass
through that vertical. In other words,
it he were not steering straight for
the ship at the time he lets g0, the
shell, although correctly aimed ana
timed for the horizontal distance be-
tween him and the mark, would fall
in a plane which would cause it to

 taking, but it is by no mehns one that

- British 'House of Commons, has ex-

drop either to right or left of the ob-
Jject. y
No means can be auggested_'yhereby
an aviator could gather all thése facts
end instantly’ make the necessary cal-
culations <hat would show him when
the bomb ought to be released, and
therefore he’' would  have simply to
make a rough guess with the chance
that he would be wrong almost in-
finitely_ greater. than the chance that
he would be. right. There would per-
haps be one. second,during which he
could release a bomb with some cer-
tainty that it would strike the object
aimed at, but how he could ascertain
when this second arrived is{ beyond
human - knowledge. The: Scientific
American adds that the decision would
have to be reached amid the roar of
shrapnel and a shower of bullets.
Having disposed of the possibility
of - the aviator hitting the ship, our
contemporary goes on to show that
if ‘he "did, the damage would not be
likely to be serious. Day after day the
Japanese threw shells charged with
high explosivs, much heavier shells
than an aeroplane could carry, upon
the Russian battleships in the harbar
of Port’Arthur. “Aftér a time the
ships were sunk, and when the war
was over the Japanese  raised -them,

torn ‘in pieces by the shell, ‘when to
their surprise they found them very lit-
tle damaged,-the sinking having been
due ‘to the fact that the Russians.opened
the sea-cocks. The steel deck was
rarely penetrated, and only one shell
really” did” vital damage, The shells
had in lqagxlsalgg ?)een exploded by
coming in contact with spars, or wood-~
work ‘or something élse and  their
force was spent in the air. So if seems
that the shi'p-destx'oying aviator
would  have to make 'sure that  his
‘shell’ would not hit‘' something else
than the deck -of ‘the 'ship, and even
if it did reach the deck, he would have
no.. guarantee that it would do any
harm. Under, these circumstances one
is disposed to think that Lloyd’s would ]
look upon. a battlesh'ip attacked by
an.aeroplane as.a good insurable risk.

_The announcement that the -Grand
Trunk Pacific is to build a fine modern
hotel in the city is excellent news.
Next, el :

Excellent work is being done ;in
fighting fires. While there is no doubt

by the fires, we are inclined to think
that .it will not be anything like as
serious as the first accounts indicated.

railway project is a formidable under-

does not promise great results, What
the Pacific Northwest néeds is a horth
and . south  rallway, and we have long
wondered why some of the great com-
panies had. not long ago occupied the
field.

Mr. Snowden, a Labor member of the

pressed the hope that he will vet see
4 Chancellor of the 'Exchequer,” who

an expenditure of ~£400,000,000.' As
the Budget now before Parliament only
provided for £172,000,000,: Mr. Snows<
den  will probably: have some time to
walt for the fruition:of his desires.
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‘Great interest attaches to the great
success of .the shipment of Vancouver
Island strawberries to the Prairie
markets. The. demand next year will
no doubt be much ‘greater than in
the past, owing to the reputation won
by this year’s shipments. For some
time there has heen an impression
among growers that strawberry cul-
ture was being a litfle oveér-done. This
is apt to be the case_in the earlier
sgage of any agricultural industry. The
product is at first insufficient for 1o-
cal consumption angd prices are high.
Then it equals the loeal demand and
prices fall to g reasonable figure. Then
the local market ig over=supplied, the
surplus is not large enough to export,
and prices sag. That is the critical
state of the industry, for it .requires
a good deal, of courage to produce
crops for a falling market; but if
growers keep on. and produce a good
article, an outside demand wil spring
up - and thereafter prices will have
a tendency to higher figures and the
chance .of a drop becomes greatly les-
sened.: The advantage of the Fruit
Growers’ Association has been demon-
trated by the successful invasion of
the Prairie market by Vancouver Is-
land strawberries. It 'is up to the
Srowers now to meet the new demand,
which ought to be a source of very
satisfactory profit' to a g00d many

farmers,
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mdy think a little along:this line, and'{f"

see ‘if “they cannot discover means’
whereby Victoria money can be used
more largely in - enterprises directl
for the advantage of Vic&orlq.f 4

OLD AND YOUNG
SHAVERS

are , appreciating ‘the ' splendid
device, so handy for tourist and
those on vacation, the.

TRAVELERS’ SHAVING STICK
In metal case, price 25c, at this

store. - Just what you want to
take. with you on your holiday
1p.

‘We carry a full line of Shav-
ing Brushes, Safety Razors, Ete.
Popular pricés. .

"

[

( . THE IDEAL To

‘expecting to ﬂrnd ‘that. they had been |

that much damage has been caused |

The British - Columbia and Alaska

will ‘bring down ‘a Budget calling for|

 the slightest obligation to -purchase.

i

“your home town,

- Come in and have a look around.

Hundreds of imported souvenir pieces are _wéitihg for .China
things from British and foreign makers. These are things you don’t find in

JPOURISTS and visitors to. this city will find this an ideal store in which
: . to spend a few minu’tes—:ax\d that’s all you are asked to spend here, for
. you are welcome to come and “look” to your heart’s content, and there’s not

Thsn the British productions in drapéries' and such lines will interest |
every visiting homekeeper: It’s the finest display in the West. f o

you—dainty china

tyl

a wonderfully- complete showing .of bedroom furniture just at present—a display that
alllinterested. Come in and seé something uhusually attractive in—

SUITES DRESSERS :

CHIFFONIERES

“Yowlk-find plentiful assortments in every line, ‘and priced at'the

and fourth floors—lots of it.

:

There’s
you shouldn’t fail to see, if at

BEDS, WOOD, BRASS AND IRON

fairest prices consistent with good quality. There’s

a price to'suit you, and also a style of wood and finish, for wehave many pieces in such woods and finishes as—

- Golden Fir, Golden Polished Oak, Wax Finished Oak, Early . English Qak, Polished Mahogany, Dull

Circassian Walnut,

Birds’ Eye Maple

Mahogany,

And m'é‘r‘]y others. We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to show you these and assure you that.there's frever:the ¢

'slightest ‘obligatioh to ‘purchase incurfed in a visit of inspection. Here

Chiffoniere $9

Chiffoniere—This chiffoniere is made
... of solid .oak, nicely . finished in the
golden, Top measures 19 x 33 in.
Has 5 full length drawers.. Special
value at ....0 .. w00 . $9.00

.| Dresser—This style
" . el plate mirror 14
solid oak. Finish
long drawers.
design, and is spe

N N i ;
We list below some ‘splendid bedroom squares—splend i
qualities, their attractiveness and their easy price.
that they lighten the housework—they are “hard” finished an

Dresser $12

This 1s an excellent en

has a British ‘bev-
X 24 in./ Made of

ed golden. Has 3 niirror,

cial value $12.00

me ldeal Bedroom C;

finish.
ceach o

are three representative values:

‘Chiffoniere $14

Chiffoniere—Has 5 full length draw-
ers and a shaped British bevel plate

12 x 20.in. Solid oak in gold-
Extra good :value at,

cee seeiis aies, .. 814.00

nets

d for many reasons, 'chief of which are—their great wearing

1 easily swept.

And there are other points in favor of these, one: of which is the fact

They are made from the very best materials, and there's no square at the price that'll give you so much satisfaction,
Conie 'in. and get'one for YOUR bedroom. :

Victor Squares Are Great Low-Price Values

To the person looking for a low-priced square suitable for bedroom use, we commend these Victor Squares.

These are well made and will give excellent satisfaction as a bedroom carpet.

fered—in reds, browns and greens.

Dize Ve giyards U LTI,
Size 3 x 3 yards

Size 3x3% yards ... .

Size 3V x 3% yards

Size 3 x 4 yards

Kensinﬂi(m Wool

combines stylish appearance with good wearing qualities,
ton Squares.

A big shipment has just been received, and some very pleasing art patterns and colorings are included.
excellent wearers and are reversible. They, as well as the Kryptons, are a har

Size 214 x 3 yards at, each
Size 3 x 3 yards at, each
Size 3% x 3 yards at, each ..
Size 3 x4 vards at, each

Crypton Sqaures---A Great Square,

Krypton Squares are of extra heavy weight. They are also reversible—giving a double wearing surface.

art designs and colorings are features of these squares.

The new arrivals this week show some exceptionally fine effects in new two-tone green fields
floral borders, and also some with gold and green floral borde rs. There are also some two-tone .gre

tive, :
We want you to come in and see these Krypton Squar e

Bize3 x93 yards atedach | ;i a0l ’

Size 3 x 314 yards at, each ..... |

Just Try.
“Shopping By

Sizegls %y yards el

Size 4 x 4 vards..
Size 3% x 414 yards
Size 37 x 5 yards"..
Sizeiy x5 yardst,

* Size 314 x 4 yards at, each
Size4 x 4 yards at, each .. ...

Size 4 x 414 yards at, each ...

Size 4 x 5 yards at, each

$=—see something unusually goodAfor-‘bedfo‘oﬁl use.

Size 3 x4 yards at, each ., ...
Size 315 x 4 yards at, each .. .

i ' ! 3 Many pretty floral patterns are of-
There's quite a variety of sizes, and you'll nate that the

prices are decidedly easy,

crre e o, $9.25
it 10.50
3 10.50
ceeien v .. 812.00

el A 2 SR

Squares---A Popular Line

We can heartily recommend these Kensington Wool Squares to anyone looking for a

medium-priced square that

You'll find these features strongly developed in these Kensing-

These are

d finished square and are easily swept.

'::::fff:::::::::::§§§:38

Extra Heavy

- Charming

»-With mauve and pink
enis ‘that are very effec-

sh Chamber Furniture
lade for Y our Own Bedroom

You’ll Like the Styles and the W¢ilér Way of Pricing

SIGHTLY. serviceable’ furniture for your bedroom is ready for you on our third

Craesenay -‘f_;i..;.‘..szs‘.oo‘r‘
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ENGLISH SOVER
mes 1I. had two objects
to the throne. One was
jsolute soverzign; tiw o
n Catholicism as the re
i Probably to do him j
l the former more as a m
 the latter than as somet
5 and it is very probabl

content with the forme

ned it. That absolutism d
ent in England was impg
doubt that Charles II. lef

a mood that it would

bst any form of governme
ility. Shaftesbury had fle
and with.-him had gone
ntry Party.. Oxford was
briné - that passive resista
st titlers was an obligatio
gion.. The High Church ¢
kingdom upheld the same
uence of the court of Fra
1f felt upon the social lead
then Charles died, his succe
h a display of loyalty suc
ledecessors had enjoyed. H
his feet. Yet in three yea
e; Protestantism was dec
arliament to be the religion
an Catholics were deprived
ivilege of citizenship, and
ven place to constitutional

James first weakened his p
itting the merciless cruelty
e suppression of thé Duke off
llion. Even his staunchest §
led him against these outra
is cruelty seemed implacabl
spirit abroad in the land tha
ate it. “Do you not know
ower to show mercy?” he

fictims of his wrath. “It ma
Sty’s power,” was the brave
ot in your heart.” He alarn|
erents by increasing his forc
falled 10,000 men together
ard, - thereby laying the fo
tanding army of England,
reased it to 20,000; drawing
nan Catholics from Ireland
e also in defiance of plain
ments issued commissions to R
e hesitated about calling a
vhen he found he could not
aid his plans to secure a body
pis purposes. For this purpg
he charters of all the boroug}
ed them with Roman Cathol
ffices. He dismissed the Lor
je counties and the sheriffs,

vorable to his designs in t
e Parliament chosen would
ng. All wise observers saw
ing a course that led to rui
eavored to dissuade him fro

zed meant inevitable defeat;
erred to listen to the King o
ambition was to become domi
and who counted upon the ass
land to enable him to carry out|
ipaid money freely to James,

enough to fancy that he could
determination of the English

ment refused to repeal the T
ations Act, and James sought

his Decree of Indulgence. By
worship'was extended alike td
lics and Nonconformists, the la
deprived of it during the pre

hoped in this way to win them
decree was absolutely illegal,
so held, but James dismissed t

pointed others, who held it to §
dered the decree to be read in

but most of the bishops refus
caused them to be prosecuted,
sheriffs packed the juries, so
feeling of the people that the 1§
quitted. A wiser man than Ja
seen from this that the peo
mined not to submit to his a
he only became more deter

to enforce his will upon the k

For relief the popular lea
William of Orange. William
Charles I.; his wife was daugh
She was therefore heir to the {
died childless. But, to the su:
tion, it was announced that A
the wife of James, was about
of a child, and later it was pr|
son had been born to her. Do
thrown upon the truth of the ¢
the fact of the birth was show
able, a question was raised a
legitimacy. William saw tha
his wife’s succession was grq
and the people of England beca
the prospect of a successor to
would be brought up a Roma
more influential than these c{
the mind of William was the
curing the crown of England hg
en his position on the Contin|
Protestant alliance that would
teract the plans of the French
as James heard that William i
in England, he begged of Lou
but that monarch, while at fi
disposition to comply with t
deterred from invading the Lg
the fear of leaving his easter
fended.. William was thus left]
he acted -with promptness an
landed on the west of Englan
at first he was received

asm, the people soon f{l
standard. James advanced ag
his troops, but the lattes provd
he thus found himself practica




