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Ptaris aquilina, grew rampantly; and 
flip little polypody and the Christmas 
fern led .a tranquil existence.—Garden
Magazine. \

“A little know
thine”; »° wrote

“Know th

has even been seen -growing on rub
bish heaps in cities.

The delicate, little spring -beauty 
grew close beside some of the clumps 
of bloodroot in a very shaded, tin- 
favorable location, but the :daktty 
plants -were forgiving and eveSy year 
put forth a few blossoms, as -If‘hop
ing for better days. Label the plants 
you find this spring and in midsum
mer you may gather the little roufid 
brown bulbs about-the size of a pea, 
which lie on the ground.

Hepatlcas, white, pink, and blue, 
grew here, there, and everywhere," de
lighting us with their' delicate cold» 
ing and downy new leaves so earefu® 
folded. tNo other wild plant , betten, 
repaid transplanting, and cultivation. 
Some amateur Burbank ought to Im
prove the hepatica.

Early visits to'the .woods before any 
flowers were in blossom, were " often-' 
rewarded by finding specimens of the 
brilliant scarlet -cups of the fungus 
called Fezlza coccinea. A partially 
decayed branch covered with these 
was carried home, laid -in a shady 
place and carefully 
leaves. It was by no means expected 
that these gay fungi -would reproduce 
themselves under such different con
ditions, but they did, and year after 
year they appeared, making an in
teresting and attractive feature in our 
little wildwood garden.

Though the cardinal flower (Lobelia 
cardinalis), naturally grows—-in w;et» 
places, usually along streams, it ac
commodated itself very graciously to 
our drier ground, perhaps because 
was planted near a door where w

SMEWHE
nwitïir, ft/ a In but the have a-downward tendency instead of ls satisfactory, for they know their

fTiSr«+^ri11 .? gulde being clear from the head.; ■ Then vaJuë- Of course, I do not wish it to be
a^vs b^fr SertnOWJ agaln’ the comb may be too square or i”f,eîred that Orpington and Dorking
is esLnttof nnt1 iînîî kï!n’flf MI in the front, or the leader may be Chickens with legs fit to grace a

. to f breed good awry. But these faults should not be ; modem Langshan will eventually have
S|ï„/n,K_but tD>1caJef, UJC "s®lec,t- tbe taken too much into account with th6 short shanks demanded in the 

.thle. desire is half grown birds, for it is possible Standard; but except in comparative- 
vet^hin trZ,«nLhL^il.i£^lCler , ?* to by. careful manipulation in quite a ' ly, few Instances the birds that as 
get within reasonable distance of it, legitimate way to train the comb to adults have short and medium-length 

Head Points. grow satisfactorily. The greatest de- legs and déep bodies generally appear
Under this title I proposé to include fect- perhaps, with fowls having the as • somewhat rawboned and lanky 

combs, lobes and faces. To take the rose type is to produce or “sport” . chickens. Depth of body and shortness 
comb first, this ts a podnfiof greater chickens with single combs. Most no- °f back are mostly due to looseness 
importance In fowls of the* non-sitting vlccs view this as altogether wrong; and fulness of the feathering when the 
class than in those of the sitting and at first sight discard such birds blrd ls matured, 
breeds, so I will deal Chiefly with the wasters. But they have their uses. Leg Color,
former. Many a cockerel of the i would not advise the novice to breed in white-legged fowls the ' feet and
larse combed breeds has been disre- from such a Sport" in the male line,. shanks should be of a beautiful white 
garded because his comb did not but provided other points were satis- : 0r a delicate flesh color I have bail 
stand upright when ;the bird was.-qulte factory I would not hesitate to keep white Orpington chickens hatched with 
young. In several-cases such sped- ^e dngle combed females for the .legs of a decided pale blue tinge, but 
mens are disposed by their owners breeding pen. I have bred from such ; i haye never found the legs of such 
as wasters; but it ie hot always a ser- bens mated with a rose combed eock, birds to develop ' into pure white 
'ous fault, K Indeed if is <fault M and I have rare,y had a specimen from ' g^tlness, too is by no means rare! 
the fowl. It is as kell- ta remember th^} * »ther to a rose comb. although this generally disappears 
that if a big-combed ceckerelta a'tâll ^hlte In face .is not always v ewe.d with age and careful treatment, as in- 
out of sorts Ais -heafc^eat. dSptii, at as a detect » fpwlr-in Oie non-elttlng j deed does too much redness, 
once; but wneh he: iàdfc-trodd xmttdi- class; *t,t -in my opinion it is more 
tion again the><wrt^),gMhartiUr:;*ecomes serious fiiap fa*dta. of the comb, espe-..
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THE PÔÙLTRYMANTHE HOME GARDEN been known to get fairly well place-.1 in 
the prize lists. The leg color of i : 
legged fowls often puzzles a beginner 
Langshan chickens on emerging fr , 
the shell sometimes have pink-ü t- i 
tegs like young Dorkings, while 
orcas and black Orpingtons often i n 
white in them; but as a rule they de
velop into the proper color when i n 
birds mature. It does happen, too 
that the black legs are pale or spot
ted, but- if a chicken with such leg? in
bred from good stock, the color wifi 
generally turn jet black as the hire! 
ages; If they do not begin to darken 
before the birds are four months «-id, 
it is seldom they change after that- 
unless- for the worse.

It may not be out of place to men
tion that the color of the legs, at least 
the variation of it, is often governed 
by food and by the nature of the 
Maize given in large quantities 
heightens the color of legs in thos= 
birds having yellow ones, but in heavv- 
breeds it means getting them loaded 
with internal fat, and in white breeds 
it often has a tendency to give the 
plumage a yellow tinge if supplied 
during the moult. Of course, maize 
would not give the intense orange 
on some birds; some naturally have 
more fixity of color than others. The 
higher the condition and vigor of the 
stock the brighter the legs keep. 
Grass not only strengthens and in
vigorates the birds, but having a large 
amount of yellow matter in it, renders 
it quite possible that it helps to color 
the legs as well as to keep the organs 
healthy. At any rate, birds losing leg 
color through confinement or other 
causes, quickly recover their bright
ness of leg by being given an ample 
run on grass and a fair supply of 
maize. A clay soil keeps yellow legs 
of a good color, but it ls detrimental 
to black legs; sand and gravel appear 
to be best for white legs, and peat 
land for black.

t

THINNING-OUT CHICKENS

It has been so .often asserted that 
like produces like," that many no- 

vicei are apt to believe Implicitly In 
U ih Its narrow sense, and to complain, 
of being "had” when the progeny of 
some specially mated pea does not 
develop as It was anticipated. But 
however much truth there may be in 
the assertion with regard to 
species, it ta ,ray experience that it does 
not often -hold -good with fowls; and 
even with those .strains that* for gen
eration after generation have been 
carefully ‘line-bred”, to standard re 
quirements there ace many deviations 
Certainly iti .the case of the very old 
established breeds, such as Old Eng
lish Ganta, Hàmburgs, ; and the like 
with which it has hot been found ne
cessary it) optcross with foreign blood, 
there is a greatër probability of like 
producing like ; and on occasions I 
have\come across fowls that may truly 
be said to be “the living image” of 
their sires or dams. - Nevertheless, 
with the more recently introduced 
breeds and' varieties, and with others, 
too, that are' occasionally oiitcrossed 
to improve oir Intensify certain points 
or to infuse stamina, the case is alto
gether different; 1 and no matter how

PLOT OF WILD FLOWERS
M r-■It was just a narrow stretch of 

ground on A city lot, shadowed by 
cloçely-bullt houses, and a high, tight, 
board fence, but the wild flowers 
flourished there, although the condi
tions were very different from those
af-their natural.habitat. ..

The- beginnings of the garden were 
made1 twelve years or more ago, be
fore the danger of the extermination 
of our native plants was fully realiz
ed. The woods, however, were even 
then receding before the growth of the 
city of Rochester, mâking longer and 
longer trips necessary to bring us to 
the haunts of our wildwood friends. 
So, because We loved them ; because if 
We could not visit them in their na
tive he'treafs we still longed to see 
them; because it Was only a question 
of time' before many of them would 
be ruthlessly destroyed, when we 
found them at all plenty we took a 
few of them up tenderly with as much 
of the soil. as possible and carried 
them home.

cour
other

rancovered- with

seen

e It 
aterIt was always ar-matter of surprise 

that so many, and such different spe
cies of plants should flourish under 
such apparently unfavorable condi
tions The soil was naturally rather 
heavy and poor, but many basketfuls 
of wood’s soil anc^Jeaf mold were un
complainingly tugged home and added 
to it, and the leaves with which na
ture covered the bed in the fall were 
allowed to decay and then were care
fully dug in around the roots of the 
plants. Many of our native plants, 
and especially the early spring flow
ers, readily adapt themselves to the 
wild-flower garden, but none of them 
will do this without more or less care.

The natural thing for everyone to 
do in beginning a wild garden ls to 
start in the spring when everyone 
feels an impulse for gardening. When 
hot weather comes, the desire for gar
dening wanes, and many wild gardens 
contain nothing but the 
ahade-ieving flowers of May 
June. It would be better If ,we all 
began with the summer and autumn 
blooming wild flowers which, are- gen
erally more robust and sun-loving.
These require less care 1 than 
spring wild flowers, and few, of them 
Erre In danger- of extermination.. -Na
turally everyone who begins a wild 
garden wants to start with, lady-slip
pers, and ail the rare and delicate 
things. These are precisely the 
things that are Jn danger of extermin
ation, and people ought not to take 
them until they have had some ex
perience in gardening,

Thb second commonest mistake is 
to bring in the plants with insuffi
cient balls of earth. It is -only fair 
to others that when we remove rare 
plants from the wild to our gardens 
we should take pains to duplicate na
tural conditions as far as possible.
Dady-slippers and other orchids al
most thrive permanently in' gardens.
Most of them require a combination 
of shade and -leaf mold 
moisture than ft is convenient or pos
sible to give. Moreover, it is likely 
that there are certain undiscovered 
elements in the cultivation of hardy 
orchids. It is a great deal better to 
leave the orchids in the wild and Join 
the Wild Flower Preservation Society 
of America, than to bring lady-slip- 
P*re Into a garden where if is tmpos- 
81 me to duplicate natural conditions.
„ .T,!16 glory 0{ the garden was in the 
trillium blossoms. Roots of white 

(Trillium grahdiflorum), were 
carried home year after year, until se
veral fine clusters adorned the bed.
One clump, though seemingly planted 
in about the worst possible place, 
close up against the board fence, in
creased in Size until last year it bore 
forty blossoms. When these were in 
bloom, all at once, the plant was a 
beautiful sight. Most of the flowers 
were of very large size and of the 
purest white. The red-flowered tril- 
Uums (T. ereptum), flourished also, 
making a pretty contrast (o the white 
ones, and the dark-red fruit made the 
plants attractive after the blossoms 
had. withered. Triltiums are so beau- 
;ir*V ,?n,d 80 deserving of cultivation, 
that it is a pleasure to note that se
veral dealers in native plants cata- 
logue them. They flourish better if 
transplanted after the bulbs have, rip
ened than when taken up in bloom, 
and they require two years to become 
really well-established.

'TheJgdJt'a-aMppers dr-cypripediums 
the choicest occupants of the 

garden: The greatest pains were 
taken in -transplanting them from 
their native homes, a ball of earth be
ing lifted with them and care being

not to injure the roots, was frequently dashed over the plant 
mold and sand were mixed with Beginning to bloom In July, the long 

-rot CProtap11 soil,/ and for several spikes of blossoms continued opening 
j.?r8 they flourished finely: They to the very tlp. and numerous side 

bf in » partial shade, and with shoots would spring out from
- waa found necessary main stalk, thus prolonging the flow- 

-YrXik ..Rroun<î 8h°uld be kept moist ering until the latter part of August. 
t-Lo, e,i After a few years they The brilliant blossoms shone like a

u,?lly a e. pubescens contin- flame. It does well in ordinary gar- 
ü?i.. X*g°robs longer (ban C. specta- den soil, but its weak point as a gar- 
cue, but at? last it also failed to put den plant is that its spike gets rag- 
tro»n “ppea^auee, and as both species Sed, the lower flowers going to seed 
were Becoming scarce in the Woods, before the uppermost open. Some nur- 
no effort was made tb replace them, serymen have plants, in which this 
L. parviflorum, with its quaint little defect is overcome. Some people 
blossoms, survived the longest, but complain that they cannot make the 
last season only two or three stalks seeds grow. If sown as soon as ripe 
came “P* &nd these produced no flow- in a prepared bed of finely pulverized 
era. Dealers in native plants are now soil without covering," they germinate 
offering the cypripediums for sale, in seven days. In the spring they 
and it is not necessary to devastate should be sown "in flats ' indoors. 
TbtJr°°d?* ord.er t° obtain them. a single plant of jewel Weed

S „CrV!,n.?eî,that ‘hey are once carried home. From it sprang a 
°f cultivation when na- host every year. They tried "their 

ttauèd are,Imfiated *nd. con- best to monopolize the gaden, but did
to accustomed not quite succeed. I think the plant

IOn*vW®. undoubtedly do waa Impatiens fulva, but instead of 
th. ,ro„;?an ihose transplanted from being yellow the flowers were always 
he woods and swamps. a beautiful shade of rose color, never

Clumps of bloodroot cheered us varying and never going back to what 
early in' the spring with their pure- was probably the original hue. The 
white, delicate-petaled blossoms, flowers were spotted with brown like 
Where a little sunshine visited them fulva, and in all but color they per- 
they came out early, and other fectly resembled that species, 
bppehes, more shaded, bloomed a a number of species of -ferns was 
week or. so later, thus giving us a scattered among the other plants. A 
longer opportunity for enjoying this symmetrical clump of royal fern was 
Idveiy flower, whose only fault is its always thrifty, and also one of clnna- 
transltoriness. It ie easy to g£ow. It, moo fern. The sensitive ferre and

A point that often causes yellow- 
legged fowls to be cleared out is pale-

Plumage.
It is in selecting fowls for the color 

of their feathering that the greatest 
difficulty is presented to the novice; 
and it is Only after much experience 
that one can meet with anything like 
success in this direction. As I have 
said, it is impossible to discuss every 
variety ,of color in thig article. The 
whole colors are perhaps the simplest 
with which to deal. Taking black 
plumaged birds first, it may be said 
that many, as chickens, show white 
flight feathers in their wings—a fre
quent cause of much disappointment 
to the novice, who is apt to select 
such birds, too early and too hastily. 
It is common for black fowls to show 
these white feathers soon after birth. 
kyp -disappear during
the chickën moult: Sometimes They ,re
main for four or five months,; bat 
eventually the fowls get rid of them.

White plumaged varieties are hatch
ed of various shades of yellow, but if 
they are the produce of dead white 
stock they will feather at once white. 
A chicken hatched With specks will 
almost invariably feather with a speck 
here and there, although often only in 
the underdown, and so it is not vis
ible; Light Brahmas and similar var
ieties are best with plenty of black in 
the under-color, as it general y results 
in well defined hackles ; with pure 
white under-color the hackle striping 
will be grey instead of black.

Buff is perhaps the most difficult 
of all the self-colors for novices to 
select, and my unqualified advice to 
them is: Leave all buffs until they 
have' got their adult plumage. Of 
course, it is easy to see that a buff 
hatched with black ticked hackles and 
a black tail is not likely to get rid of 
sùch faults, and neither is one with a 
great deal of white in it, sd such birds 
could be turned into “chicken pie” if 
the aim is to obtain sound colored 
stock. I do hot object to a little grey 
or white in flights, for adult birds so 
adorned are useful to have 
breeding pen when a medium shade is 
required, although the breeder must 
have a thorough knowledge of mating
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before he can utilize them, 
be noted that light colored birds can 
often be made to assume a dark shade 
by frequent washing without in any 
way employing dyes.

In selecting fowls of the black-red 
type, euch as Game of that variety, 
brown Leghorns, and partridge Coch
ins and Wyandottes, some novices 
make great mistakes. Exhibition birds, 
at least those at the shows, generally 
have solid black breasts, and often 
when the poultry-keeper finds that his 
birds have a few brown feathers in 
this part, he becomes, disgusted and 
disposes of them, discovering his mis
take when it is too late. The cock
erels have brown in their breasts with 
the first chicken feathers, but they 
generally shed them in their chicken 
moult. Some remain in until the birds 
are seven or eight months old, while 
others have shed theirs at five months. 
It is best not to reject them too early 
on acount of the brown feathers.

When breeding barred Plymouth 
Rocks, a certain percentage of very 
light-colored cockerels is obtained, 

ness of legs.- The color is, in an adult, They are no use whatever as regards 
of a deep rich yellow, but where show specimens, but they are often 
chickens have been kept in dry-bot- used as pullet breeders. Nearly all 
tomed sheds or runs so as not to dam- cuckoo plumaged birds are hatched of 
age their plumage, and let out into the a sooty color mixed With yellow. Many 
open only when the place is perfectly crosses will easily produce cuckoo 
dry, what else but pale legs can be birds; yet, strange as it may appear 
axpeoted?- . Pale yellow legs are rarely to the novice, a well matched exhibi- 
Sÿen among chickens that are allowed tion pen of cuckoos will not produce 
tp range over grass runs early in the them with anything like certainty, as 
moaning .ere the dew has dried off. It any breeder of Plymouth Rocks and 
is the confinement, and the constant Scots Greys knows, 
coming in touch with dusty material A dark Dorking when first hatched 
that generally cause the legs to remain should be light brown, shading often 
Pâle colored. It will be observed that almost into yellow underneath, and 
all yellow-legged birds having free with three rich amber stripes extend- 
range over grass during the early ing from the head down the back, 
morning have much richer colored legs Chickens hatched of a rich brown color 
than those that lack the privilege, all over are generally too dark when 
By the foregoing it - is not meant to im- fully feathered ; and if the color at 
ply that a good specimen of the' yeU first approaches black they end by 
lôw-lègged breeds cannot be bred’ in being quite black. Those of a mired 
confinement and without grass runs; grev or light brown color all over aro 
but only a few of them so reared pos- seldom handsome in the end; if hens 
sess really rich yellow legs, unless they are probably the_ color of 
they are specially tended and cleaned silvers, and if cocks they have too 
with certain oils. much wh}te about them. Very danc

Other colors are likely to crop up in! pullets are hardly ever eventually of 
yellow-legged varieties, such as wii- exhibition value, but the cockerels, if 
low, very dark brown, and^even black; they show at twelve weeks old a litt: ^ 
but such variations are more generally light in the neck hackle, frequently pass 
perceptible ip .chickens with much muster after a while. As the hacklo 
black in. their plumage, and Ï have had grows, it breaks their dull look, and 
them in silver, partridge, and black! a little color generally follows on tho 
Wyjyidcttes, barred Plymouth Rocks 
and hjack Leghorns. They doubtless 
occur in other varieties also, and it is 
difficult to say whether chickens

Ai
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wis may haye 
i tile- exceptloii 

rather than the rule aotl like to pro
duce like, and spmetJm0s even in ita 
broadest sense! For®is reason, there
fore, it becomes essentiel, where a cer
tain standard has to be maintained, to 
periodically reduce Hie stock by re
moving the culls 6r^ wasters.' .

It may be considered early. ta the 
season to write of the' Selectlon of 
young stock, but there are now many 
çhickens sufficiently developed to be 
culled. To : the novice it is by no 
means an easy undertaking to dis
tinguish between good and bad, which 
is not surprising, because fairly well 
experienced breeders are SQHietimes at 
a loss to know which birds* to keep and 
which tp kill when going through their 
flocks at this comparatively early 
stage. There, are many sad mistakes 
tnade .by those who are not well ac
quainted with lewis, and from want of 
knowledge the Tjest , birds are often 
sacrificed. Those poultry keepers, 
therefore, who do not understand the 
difference between the good and bad 
qualities of their chickens will find it 
much more satisfactory, if they have 
the space, te let their birds rim on 
til they are twtr nr thbee months old
er, or if they know of an experienced 
breeder then by all means consult him.

There are some fanciers of the opin
ion that |t is folly to allow the fowls
to ru.h on, because.Jhey argue, anyone In the case of rose combed breeds, 
should be abia to tell a good bird from such as, for instance, the Hamburg 

'a poor one. Well, that" may be so and - Wyandotte, faults 
when the atock ha* matured, although tonally In‘the headgear,

erect, and especially, when the base of 
it is thick and strong. Another thing 
that causes the ddtnb to apparently 
lose its firmness is giving the birds 
too much soft food- end forcing them 
forward. When a comb is noticed to 
fall the bird should be fed entirely 
with grain, and at night a small cod 
liver oil capsule with quinine or an iron 
tonic or AomevBort "tfiay be given with 
advantage.

On the other hand, the combs of 
some cockerels are so weak and thin 
at the base that nothing short of a 
permanent comb'-guard will make them 
stand erect; 
should not be discarded, “for. if they 
have good ear lobes and bodies, and 
are sound faced, they generally make 
valuable pullet-breeding stock birds. 
An important point 'in the selection of 
cockerels, and more particularly of 
Minorcas, is to see that the combs aré 
deeply serrated and well spiked, the 
serrations being broad at the bottom 
where they leave tha blade and taper
ing off fine at thé' end. Hollows, 
thumb marks, twists and eidesprings 
are all considered as defects, and birds 
possessing them should be weeded 
from a good yard. It is as well to 
note that cockerels should net be rear
ed under a low roof, as it has the ef
fect -of “drawing" the combs and forc
ing them to grow too quickly and be- 
Ctime thin and weak.

well a pen of sucJT 
been made. It ls t>f

daily in young stock. Old birds, I 
know, are apt to develop white in 
face at certain seasons, and when they 
are out of form; nevertheless I think It 
Is equally of service to discard birds 
that show white spots on their faces 
at an early age as it is to- cull for any 
Other defect. Ear lobes aro points 
that I would net take greatly into con
sideration with chickens. .tieftalnly 
where- a red-lobed bird develops pure 
White lobes, or vice .versa it would 
be as well

the

1

to weed out the specimen; 
but a slight “blush” either way is not 
of much consequence, and an iron 
tonic .will often set things right.

With pullets titer? selection -for. head 
points should not be made at too early 
an age, as the females do not show 
their combs as. quickly as do the cock
erels. It Is not advisable to discard 
them unless they have some very great 
fault, for It is only the experienced 
breeder who càn piçk out the wasters 
when the birds are young. Some pul
lets have been known to attain the age 
of seven months before they showed 
all their good qualities, Ie., ere the 
comb had reached its full length, and 
the- ear lobes had become pure white 
Naturally, some birds develop much 
earlier. The head points of pullets are 
generally at their best just prior to the 
birds commending to lay, so the laying 
period should be retarded ae long as 
possible.

but even these birds

was

bad

un-

A novice need not be alarm -wings.
ed at much irregularity in the color or 
the first feathers which follow the 
down; they all have soon again to he 
moulted out, and even a good deal of 
white disappears 1» a few weeks.—W., 
in Poultry. O

Type.

sesslng them should. be discarded or 
not, fbr they sometimes change color; 

and and moreover birds so adorned have

In selecting chickens of the “heavy” 
appear occas- breeds, 'such as Brahmas, Cochins 
. although as a Orpingtons, Plymouth Rocks
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Ki Photo by Fleming Bros.Sheep Raising In".the Metchosin District, Vancouver Island.
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