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McL. Brown
Contradicts

Denies &tatements by Chief
Commissioner as to Delivery
of Grants,

{olds That Granted Lands Were
Accepted and the Deeds
Executed,

No Petition of Right Discussed
As the Title Thought to be
Perfect.

P —

Sensational in the extreme was the
testimony given by George MecL. Brown,
former executive agent of the Caanadian
Pacific railway, before the committee
of the legislature investigating the
Oliver charges at a special sitting of
that body on Tuesday evenming. The
erstwhile representative of the execu-
tive powers of the big transcontinental
road was under interrogation for up-

“wards of three busy hours, and in series

gave direct and specific contradiction to
the - statements which have been made
by members of the government as to
the non-completion of the transfer of
those blocks in South East Kootenay
which were given in lieu of the earned
subsidy of the Columbia & ‘Western,
and afterwards withdrawn by order-in-
council of March 18 of last year, which
bill just passed in the legislature
now awaiting assent ig ratification
sioner, it will be re-

ubered, had informed the House that
original grauting order-in-council

passed, not-in the completion of a

wpact, but as a tentative proposition,
ich the company had never accepted.
asserted emphatically that the
nts had never been accepted by the
any—that it had indeed not been
ard from in any way on the subject

il the ejectment proceedings were

ken against settlers to whom grants

e subsequently issued in the same
drea—and that the deeds had mever lef:
lis (Well's) possession from the time
of their preparation wuntil their cancel-
lution by order-in-council of March 18
t last year.

. Brown's story is that the sugges-
tion that the company accept these par-
ticular lands, aggregating in area 623,-
000 acres, in lieu of the 900,000 acres
varned, eame originally from the gov-
¢rnent, and was accepted by him offi-
cially as the accredited agent of the
~vmpany, he believing that these lands
woukd prove more valuable than the
larger urea otherwise situated. He
hud accepted the preposal as soon as 1t
had been made by delivery to him of a
copy of the order-in-council of Seprem-
er 4, paid the mecessary fees, -and
tuken a receipt therefor. - It was upon
this action that the deeds had been
brepared—not as a propositien as stat-
ed—and when he had applied for de-
Uvery of the grants in the usual course,
he had been informed by the Cnie:
Commissioner that he was going to
Montreal and would make personal de- |
livery to Sir Thomas Shaughnessy. He!l
(Brown) had subsequently been inform-|
ed by Sir Thomas Shaughnessy that the
delivery was duly made, but that Hon.
Mr. 'Wells asked for custody of the par-
ticular deeds relating to the two South
East Kootenay blocks, and was given
them, until he returned to Victoria, the
understanding being that they were to
be returned to Sir Thomas Shaughnes-
sy ‘within thirty days. He (Brown)
had never received any intimation that

STRANGE COINCIDENOE.
Two Brothers Meet Fatal
Near Same Spot.

Calgary, April 22.—The body of John
Christie, a rancher, was found near here
yesterday. At the inquest it was con
cluded he had been thrown from his
buggy, which was found along with the
horse¢, near the body, into a pool of
water and drowned. His brother died
about 100 yards from where he was
found under conditigns almost identical.
The Christie’s originally came from
Ottawa.

Accidents

——————
DOMINGO REVOLUTION.

American Warships to Protect Citizens’
Interests..
April 22.—Because Am-
erican iuterests at Monte Cristo, San
Domingo, are endangered, the United
[States consular agent there has cabled
the State Department asking that an
American man-of-war be sent to the
relief of United States interests. The
cruiser San Irancisco, now at Pensa-
cola, probably will leave today for San
Domingo City, whence she will proceed
to Monte ‘Cristo. .

—0
OFFICER'S SUICIDE.

Manila, April 22.—Lieut~Col. Henry
W. Sprole, of the First Cavalry, shot
himself in the head with a revolver at
Taal, province of Batangas, today. He
died immeadiately. Brothers officers say
be was temporarily insane.

Washington,

U. S

i ~ RO
ST. IOUIS EXPOSITION.
of Wales to Be President of
British' Royal 'Commission.

Prince

London, Aprii 22—The appointment
of the Prince of Wales as president of
the Royal Commission which is to mep-
resent Great Britain at the St. Louis ex
position will be made at the speeial ve-.
quest of King Edward, a<ho tha- kb e
coaltl this best demonstrate s peiiomal
interest in the exhibition and his cor-
diality towards America generally.,
John Redmond was invited to be one
of the two Irish members of the com-
mission, but his many engagements ne-
cessitated a declination.

—— e

WITH GREAT ECLAT.

‘Ottawa, April 21.—A magnificent audi-
ence attended the Ottawa musical festival
this evenimg. The performance edclipsed
anything heretofore attempted. 'His Excel-
leney was present, accompanied by the
hero of Mafeking, Lleut.-General Baden-
Powell. Mr. Harriss conducted for the
finst time his “Bdward Seventh” coronation
march, receiving a great ovation, and the

'
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Grand Old Man of Ontario
Sinks to His Final Rest ¢n
Sunday.

Premier the Longest Continuous
Period of Aay Colonial
> { tatesman.

)

Public Funeral Decr-ed Wednes-

day and Ottawa House Will
Adjourn.

Toronto, April 20.—Sir Oliver M<cwat,
lientenant-governor of Ontario, passed
veacefully away at 9:54 on Suuday
morning, all his immediate family be-
ing around his bedside, none of them
having left Government House since
Wednesday night.

congratulations of Their Excellencies and
numerous friends. Sir Alexander Mac-
Kenzie was given great applause for 'his
fne work, ‘“The Dream of Jubal.”

Western Miners
Order A Strike

Delezates Report to Nanaimo
Meeting and Wire Sent to
Cumberland.

Coal City Electors ‘Watch With
Interest Hawthornthwaite’s
" Course,

From Our Own Correspondent.

Nanaimo, B. C. April 20.—The fight
between the Western Federation of
Miners and the Dunsmuir collieries, will
be extended to Cumberland at once.
The delegates who went to Viectoria on

the government contemplated cancella-
tion of the granting order-in-council un-
til March.19, 1902, when he had heard
Tuniors to this effect in the lobbies, and
had applied to Deputy Commissioner
lGore for information, being referred
by him to the Chief Commissioner, who
stated that the cancellation order-in-
council had been passed the previous
day. An interview with the government
was then arranged, at which protest was
entered, the upshot being this bill now
awaiting assent, to ratify the cauncel-
lation and declare the grants never to
have been issued. The company’s soli-
citors had advised that delivery was
complete, and the company’s title flaw-
less, and no petition of right had in
cousequence - been asked for or thought
of.

Yesterday Hon. D. M. Eberts was
under examination. The Attorney-
General's testimony could bear no other
construction than inferentially corrob-
oratory of Mr. Brown’s testimony. Hon.
Mr. Wells had taken the deeds to Mont-
real, he said, for the express purpose of

waking delivery to Sir Thomas Shaugh-

w5y, and he (Eberts) did not know
that they had been brought back until

month or so later. Hon. Mr. Wells
lhad “alleged” reasons for so doing. Mr.
Brown had protested against the res-
cinding order-in-council of March 18,
claiming the deeds had ‘been delivered
and the transaction complete. Hon.
‘Mr. Eberts will be further examined to-
day.

Before the orders of the day were tak-

en up yesterday afternoon, Mr. McBride
inquired of the Premier whether or not
the ratification bill would be assented

during the sitting?

I am not aware,” Hon. Mr. Prior re-
“that the Governor intends to
come down to the House this afternoon,”

plied,

—-_— -

“T think auntie Is very inconsistent.”

€all the fo.r ully bright boy. “Why?” ask-

€d his mowner. *'Because she calied me a

young heathen, but she never makes the
other children save up thelr pennies and

8end them to me.”’—Washington 'Star.

Saturday reported to a mass meeting at
Ladysmith today. A strike was de-
clared in all the cellieries, and the Cum-
berland men will be called out by tele-
graph.

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite’s course
in the legislative assembly with regard
to_the Conciliation Bill, is being watched
with no small degree of interest here.
Your correspondent was informed some
time ago that the miners were inclined
to favor the measure as being at least
worth trying, although they were not
very hopeful of it producing much re-
sult one way or the other, their experi-
ence of labor legislation not having been
conducive to much faith in legal enact-
ments made for their benefit. They were
not even opposed to the somewhat severe
penalty eclauses, recogunizing that there
could not be § penalty for a lock-out
without there also being a penalty for
a strike. They did, however, object
to the unlimited time given the concilia-
tion boards to report, feeling that the
measure wonld make it possible to pre-
vent them striking for months, or until
striking was useless, by the simple pro-
cess of lengthening out the proceedings
of the board arbitrating the dispute.

A delegation from the Miners’ Union
called on Mr. Hawthorthwaite when he
was last in Nanaimo, and impressed this
point upon him, and owing to a state-
ment after the interview by one of the
officers, a report appeared in the Free
Press to the effect, that while not of
‘the opinion that the Conciliation Bill
would do much to improve matters, Mr.
Hawthornthwaite did not disapprove of
it. On Friday a letter appeared 1 u
local labor paper over Mr. Hawthornth-
waite’s signature, denying this, and as-
serting that he regarded the bill as dan-
gerous to organized labor. The Miners’
Union discussed the whole matter at its
regular meeting on Saturday eévening,
but did nothing to alter the opinion ex-
Dressed previously by the executive in

"House from 2 to 5 p.m. on Tuesday,

Arrangements for a state funeral were
made by Premier Ross on Sunday. The
body will lie in state at ‘Government

and 10:30 to 12:30 on Wednesday morn-
ing. There will be a short funeral ser-
vice at the house on Wednesday at 3
o'clock, and the interment will take
place at Mount Pleasant cemetery. Ref-
erence was made to his death in all the
city churches yesterday.

The following official bulletin has
been issued by the physicians:

“On January 9th the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor was walking by himself up and
down the hall in Government House,
where his grandchildren were playing,
when he slipped and fell heavily, sus-
taining a fracture of the right thigh
bone. He suffered a good deal of pain,
but graduaily recovered and was able
to walk with some assistance and to
support weight on his injured leg.

“On Sunday night, April 12th, while
being undressed for bed, and whilst two
of his attendants were in the act of liit-
ing him from his chair, the right thigh
was broken a short distance above the
centre of the bone and some six inches
below the previous break. The fracture
was set, chloroform being administered
for the purpose, and the necessary splints
applied. His Honor stood the immedi-
ate effects of the injury well and mno
alarming  symptoms developed unt®
Tuesday night shortly before midnight,
when his bheart’s action began to fail,
and it soon vecame apparent that’ ‘he
could not recover. Since that time he
gradually grew weaker.”

Ottawa, ‘April 20.—Pariiament will not
sit on Wednesday, the day of Sir Oliver
Mowat's funeral. Several of the minis-
ters and many members will attend.

tiis. wife, Mary Levack.

SIR OLIVER *PASSES AWAY

SIR OLIVER MOWAT.

Sir Oliver Mowat, statesman, wh~ enjoy-
ed the distinction of having had the longest
continuous term of office, as Premier, ever
accorded to any public man by the people
of any province, colony or divisic hin
tLke British. Empire. comes of good Scotch
stock, being one of the Mowats of Bucho-
lie, Caithness-shire, the restorers and own-
ers of the ancient castle of the Vikings in
Scotland. He was the son of the late
John Mowat, formerly of Canisbay, one of
Wellington's veterans in the Pen:nsula, by
The family settled
in Kingston, Ont., in 1816, and there the
future minister was born July 22, 1820.
Educated at private institutions in his na-

ve aiy. by, upon leaving school, entered
the office of Mr. (afterwards Sir) John A.
Macdonald, with whom he remained as a
law student for four years. After com-
pleting his articles with Robt. E.  Burns,
Toronto, he was called to.the. bar in 1841.
He entered om the ~ictice of his profes-
sion in Kingston,- but soon afterwards
moved to ‘Toronto and formed .a partner-
ship with t&is late principal,. Mr. Burns.
Mr. Vankoughnet (subsequently .Chancellor
of Ontario), was afterwards admitted to
the firm, which was known wunder the
rame of Burns, Mowat & Vankoughnet.
After serving as an alderman in.the Town
Council, he was. in 1857, elected to Parlia-
ment as member for South Ontario, and
continued to represent that constituency
fill 1864. In the Assembly he took part
in all the principal discussions and debates,
and became one of the most effective speak-
ers on the Reform side. Upon the fall of
the Macdonal!d-Cartier government, 1858, he
entered the new cabinet formed by Messrs.
Brown and Dorion, as Provineial Secretary.
In 1863 he entered the.Samdfield Macdonald
government as Postmaster-Gemera), contin-
uing as such until .the.defeat' of the min-
istry in the early part of 1864. Later in
the same year, on the formation of the co-
alition government under Sir E. P. Tache.
for the purpose of effecting the political
union of British North America, he, to-
gether with the Hon. Geo. Brown and the
Hon. Wm.McDougall, was ehosen to enter
therein as representatives of the Liberal
party of Union Comnfederation. He sat in
the Union Confederation. that assembled
in Quebec, October 10, 1864. and took an
active part in fram'ng the constitution pre-
pared there by the ‘“Fathers of Confedera-
tions.*

He returned to political life, Oct., 1872,
being then calied by the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor te succeed Mr. Blake in the Premier-
ship of the province. In his own adminis-
tration, which lasted from the above date.
till his resignation in July, 1896, to enter
Rir Wilfrid Iaurier's Cabinet, he filled
the office of Attorney-General.

vention of strikes and Lockouts,” which !
are visible to the local member, and is
apparently satisfied with the assuranee
which it is understood has been convey-
ed by the Hon. W. W. B. McInnes that
the amendment asked for will be inserted
in the measure. It now remains to be
seen whether Mr. Hawthornthwaite wiil
take his own- line or that evidently de-
sired by the miners here,

The shipping blockade here continues.
Three sailing vessels have been here for
weeks, and only a day or two ago did
ane of them get under the chutes. She.
however, as soon as she has received
her stiffening, will have to go back into
the stream to make way for the steam-
er Titania, which has been lying at the
wharf for nearly a week, idleness which
is somewhat expensive. It is doubtful
if any of the other vessels will get away
this month.

e

New York, April 20.—John D. Oppe,
manager for the Marconi company of |
ICanada, was elected a director of the

favor of an amendment limiting the
time during which the award must be
made to 30 days. Organized labor in
Nanaimo, therefore, evidently fails to

Marconi Wireless Telegraph Compéany |
l .&t the annual meeting held in Jersey

ty today. He succeeds Commander J,
D. Kelly, U. S. N. The other directors

See the ‘peris in the “act.tur .the pre- 'Were re-elected.

0 2 2 e 2 2 2 2 2

THE DARK HORSE WINS,

ool oo

Toronto. April 20.—W. Mortimer
Clarke, K. C.,, has been appointed
Lieut.-Governor of Ontario, sue-
ceeding the late Sir Oliver Mowat,
He is a citizen of highest standing,
and prominent in church circles.
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PHILIPPINE FUNDS.

Bids Received For Three Millions Issue
of Certificates.

Washington, April 20.—Bids were

opened at.the Bureau of Insular Affairs

of the United States War department
today for $3,000,000 certificates of in-
debtedness of the Philippine islands, au-
thorized ‘by the last Congress. The cer-
interest at the rate ‘of four per cent.,
and are redeemable in one year in gold
coin-of the United States. The best bid
was by Fisk and Robinson, fer all or
any part of the loan of 102513, The
mext best bid was' that of the National
City Bank of New York at 102.257.

| recognizing the

tificates are to be dated May 1, and bear|’
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Lumbermen
Criticized

Subject of Combine Amongst
Western Millmen Brought up
in House,

Hero of Mafeking Visits Ottawa
and Colonel Hughes Makes
Resolution.

Vacant Post in Ontario Subject
of Much S8peculation by
Politicians.

From Our Own QCorrespondent.

Ottawa, April 20.—Mr. Scott brought
up in the House today the subject of
the alleged combine in lumber in the
West, and asked if the government pro-

The Rights
Of Settlers

In E. and N. Railway Reserve
Sought to Be-Conserved
By Mclnnes.

Legislation ‘In This .’Régard
Passes - Second Reading
Yesterday.

Gold Commissioner of Atlin and
His Private Interests—Bills
Advanced.

Private bills and the routine advance-
ment of various minor government mea-
sures occupied the attention of the legis-
lature for the greater portion of yester-
day aff.qrnoon, the only debate of the
day arising upon the Provincial Secre-
tary’s bill “‘to secure to certain pioneer
settlers in the Esquimalt and Nanaimo
railway belt their undersurface rights,”
this measure being subjected to some
sharp criticism, but passing its second
reading without a division.

Prior to the orders of the day being
taken up, Mr. MecBride rose to inquire
of the leader of the government if it
was the intention to have His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor attend during
the afternoon and assent to what has
become generally known as the “ratifi-
cation bill?”

“I am not aware that it is His
Honor’s intention to come down this af-
ternoon,” was Hon. Col. Prior's answer.

The petition of  Joseph H. Collinson
and others, asking for amendments in
the Steam Boilers Inspection Act, was
read and received; the petition of the
Independent Telephone Co., of Vancou-
ver was reported from the Private Bills
committee, and the report adopted. A
bill to amend the Bills of Sale Act (At-
torney-General) and a bill to deal with
railway and steamship transportation in
certain cases, passed through first read-
ings.

Upon the motion of Mr. Oliver, re-
turns were ordered in ‘connection with
the completion of the Ladner-Westmin-
ster river road from the Northeast end
of Coulthard and Pike's contract to
South Westminster, since the 1st Jaly,
1902; and for a return “showing the
names, residences, and occupations of all
applicants for coal and oil prospecting

posed to do anything in the matter of
the representations made by members
on this subject? Hon. Mr. Fielding re-
plied that Mr. Greenway, when #0 Ot-
tawa last week, had amn interview with
the government on the subject, and had;
promised to write a letter to the gov-
ernment setting out the facts. Messrs.
Davis and Oliver took part in the de-
bate, the latter alleging that the price
of rough lumber had been advanced $9
per thousand, owing to the action of
British «Columbia saw mill owners- in
combine .of  dealers
known as the Western Retail Lumber
‘Association, and ing to sell to any
othe ¥

Sir F..Borden pointed out that as
rough lumber was on the free list, it
proved that combines were not the ex-
clusive product of protection. It also
showed that mo reliet could be had un-
der . the anti-combines clauses of the
Cariff Act, which could only reduce or
remove the duty.

‘Mr. ‘Cartwright resumed the budget de-
bate and spoke eulogistically of Hon.
Mr. Fielding’s speech and the trade and
financial showing. Mr. Tarte drew a
comparison on trade with the United
States and on that basis criticized M.
Fielding’s arugment that low tariff was
necessary to promote immigration and
agriculture. He declared the members
of ‘the present government had in 1896
made secret arrangements with manu-
facturers in Montreal to increase the
tariff,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. Borden and
Mr. Clarke made references to Sir Oli-
ver Mowat, and the House will adjourn
over Wednesday to allow ministers to
attend the fumeral.

Lt.4Col. James Domville, ex-M.P., was
today introduced into the Senate as
successor to the late Senator Gillmor.

Major-General Baden-Powell is in the
city, a guest at Government House.

Hughes, Victoria, Ont., will pre-
sent a resolutice declaring in favor.of
instruetions in drill and target practice
to every lad in Canada over 12 years of
age.

Mr. Scott will introduce a Bill te
regulate the sale and provide for the in-
spection of textile fabrics.

The all-absorbing question here today
has been the filling of the vacant lieu-
tenant-governorship of Omtario. Senator
sones, S, H. Jones, Senator Kerr, Chief
Justice Moss, Justice MadMahon, and
Mr. Hyman, M.P., have all been men-
tioned, but it is stated tonight with a
degree of vivaciousness which cannot be
gainsaid, that the plum is to go to E.
Mortimer Clarke, barrister, of Toronto.
It is the case of a dark horse once
more.

TREMENDOUS
SNOW STORM

So———

8weeps Over Central Europe and
All Railfoad Traffic is
Suspended.

Bentin, April 20.—The snow Yes from
eighteen inches to a yard deep on the
Polish plains. At noon mo trains had
arrived at Posen for twelve hours.
Trains are snowed in on the lines all
over Silesia and the province of Posen.
The railroad administration has no snow
ploughs, as such storms are extremely
rare., Telegrams from many eities show
that etreet cars are immutable, Aec-
c¢idents have been mumerous, and fal-
ing chimneys and tiles made {%ie Berlin
thoroughfares perilous last night. T'wen-
ty-one injured persons were taken to
the hospitals. (Count von Ballestrem,
vresident of the Reichstag, who is on
his way to attend the opening .of parlia-
ment tomorrow, is snowed. 'm. between'
here and Silesia. Some shipping disas-
ters are reported from the Bailtic ana
the North Sea, but 1no lives have been
reported lost.

oO—

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATION.

Speec‘ h From Throne Adopted by House
% Without Division.

Regina, April 20.—At the assem‘bl; to-
‘day a special committee was appointed
to draft a memorial to the Dominion
government regarding transportation,
public domain, finances, and provincial
autonomy. The address in reply to the
‘ Bpeech from the Throne, was adopted
y-withoeut division. '

i
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licenses in block 4,593 and block 4,594,
Southeast Kootenay, respectively, with
the dage of the applications, the number
of acrgs, and the locality of the land ap-
plied for.” :

With respect to the former, the Chief
Commissioner explained that there had
been considerable difficulty about the
surveys for this road. That of Mr. Gil-
lien had finally been approved, and the
department was ready at any time to
carry out its proposals with respect to
this road, viz: to .contribute $6,000 of
the $8,000 required to complete, upon
New Westminster furnishing the re-
mainder of the required suwm-+a.state--
ment which was received with approval
by the leader of the.opposition.

CIVIL SERVANTS IN BUSINESS.

Mr. McBride moved for “a return of
all letters passing between the gold
commissioner, Atlin, and the govern-
ment, or any members thereof, relating
to the engagement of the said gold com-
missioner in mereantile and mining op-
erations in that district, and including,
also, any order or orders-in-council re-
lating to the same subject-matter.”

The Minister of Mines replied that he
had no objection to the return being
made as-asked for. It was a fact that
Mr. Fraser, the gold commissioner and
government agent in Atlin, had been al-
lowed to keep his name in the "business
with which he had been identified. This
was within the right of the government,
and he believed the right had been wise-
ly exercised.

Mr. Stables denied that any miner in
the Atlin district had complained as to
Mr. Fraser and his retention of his pri-
vate business, although certain mer-
chants had, of which circumstance he
had advised the government—which,
however, saw fit to permit Mr. Fraser,
while acting as gold commissioner, to
retain his name in the business.

Mr. Curtis condemned the principle
involved in the Fraser incident, as es-
pecially hurtful in its possibilities in an
hydraulicing district such as Atlin.

Mr. Clifford added his tribute of ap-
preciation as to Mr. Fraser's estimable
qualities as a man, and his especial fit-
ness for his public offices. It would in-
deed, be impossible, he thought, to get
another man in Atlin so competent to
perform the duties which are Mr. Fras-
ers. At the time of the appointment,
nevertheless, he had felt it his duty to
protest against Mr. Fraser remaining
in private business, but this brought one
face to face with the situation that the
salary attaching to the government
position was mbt encugh to justify the
incumbent of the office devoting his en-
tire attention to his official duties. Tak-
ing into conmsideration the cost of living
in the Atlin district, $175 per month
was barely enough for one to live upon,
and if the gold commissioner and gov-
ernment agent (whom he believed should
be a member of the legal profession)
were to be kept clear of the entangle-
ments of mercantile or mining pursuits,
a salary would have to be provided of
at least $3,500 per annum.

Hon. Col. Prior was quite prepared
to admit to the House that both mem-
bers for Cassiar had suggested that Mr.
Fraser should not be allowed to retain
his firm association and business inter-
est. Mr. Fraser had, however, repre-
sented how considerable a hardship
would be worked by insistence that he
give these up—while <aying he would do
so if the government so ruled—that the
government had thoug!:t it well to take
advantage of the author.tv created by
an order-in-council of the R>mlin-Cotton
government, and permitted {:. Fraser
nominally to continue in business, He
did not by auy means defend the prin-
ciple, to which members opposite had
taken exception, but could say that this
was the only case of the kind in his de-
partment, and he knew of no others in
the service,

Mr. McPhillips also thought that Atlin
should have been the last of all dis-
tricts in which to permit such conditions
to exist; while Mr. Gilmour felt con-
strained-¢o remind the opposition leader
that he had not taken such a stand as
at present when Mr. Townley in Van-
couver became also mayor of that city,
and actually utilized the hours which he
was supposed to give to his office duties
as registrar; to his other duties as mayor
—and without protest from the govern-
ment of which the member for Dewdney
had then been a member, He was glad
to see that gentleman converted to re-
cognition of the error im principle in-
volved, and hoped that the government
also would see the light.

The resolution carried.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Mr. Tatlow asked the Premier:

1. Has the report on the expenditures
on each department of the civil service,

referred to in the address to the electors
of West Yale, been. completed yet?

2. Will it be submitted to the House
this session?

Hon. Col, Prior replied:

% It has not yet been completed.
2. This is a matter for the considera~
tion of the government, ¢

Mr. Curtis asked = the
Finance: } w

1 Are the lands granted to and in aid
of the British Columbia Southern Rail-
way Company assessed and taxed by the
province?

2.-If ‘not, why not?

3. How many acres are thus escaping
taxation?

4, At what'priees are the railway
company holding such’ lands for sale?

5. Does the government consider- such
prices reasonable?

Has it agreed to such prices?
HonY. Mr. Prentice replied:

o

Minister of

2. The lands-are exempt from' taxas
tion under the Railway Aid Act, 1890;
chap. 40; section 11.

3. No lands escaping taxation.

4. By order-in-council of 29th Novem-
ber, 1899, it was provided that the com-
pany ‘should offer these lands for sale
on government terms, and wnsold lands
are now being offered at government
prices and terms.

5. Yes.

6. Yes.

Mr. Curtis protested that his infor-
mation did not agree with this state-
ment—as to the lands being purchase-
able from the railway company at these
prices,

Hon. Mr. Prentice stated that he had
had a telegram from Mr. Drinkwater
within the 24 hours, stating that the
lands were being disposed of at these
prices.

Mr. Gilmour asked the Provincial See-
retary:

1. What members of the government
were present at the executive meeting
held on August 10, 1901, when the re-
commendation to the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor 'was passed authorizing the granting
to the Columbia and Western Railway
Company blocks 4,593 and 4,504
South East Kootenay distriet?

2. What members of the government
were present at the executive meeting
on 18th day of March, 1902, rescind-
ing certain provisions of an order-in-
council passed on August 10, 1901, and
approved by the Lieutenant-Governor
on 4th September, 1901?

Hon. Mr. Mclnnes replied: There is
no record.

Mr. Curtis asked the Premier:

1. Has the government, under the pro-
visions of the Viectoria and Yellowhead
Railway Aid Act, 1902, entered into
any agreements with the railway com-
panies therein mentioned, and, if so,
when and with what companies?

2. Do these agreements contain any
additional provisions to those required
by the said act, and, if so, what are
these additional provisions?

3. Have these companies, or either of
them, begun the construction of the
railway lines mentioned in the said act?
4. If not, has the government any as-
surance or reason to believe that con-
struction will be begun on or before the
first day of September next?

5. Is it the intention of the goverm-
ment to give either of these companies
any additional aid, and, if so, in what
way and when?

6. Have either of these companies, or
agents on their- behalf, asked the gov-
ernment since last year to give addi-
tional aid, and, if s¢, in what form and
to what extent? & i :

Hon. Col. Prior replied to” ‘all  six
questions, “No.” J i
Mr. Curtis asked the Chief Commis-
sioner:

1. Have the blocks of land purported
to be Crown-granted in aid of the Brit-
ish Columbia Southern Railway ever
been surveyed? %

2. If not, why were they not surveyed
before grant thereof was made?

3. When a pre-emptor or purchaser
near or upon the line between one of
these Crown-granted blocks and the ad-
jacent Crown lands has the land he
applies for surveyed, how is the govern-
ment going to decide whether the land,
or any of it, is within the Crown-
granted block or net?

4, If further surveys are needed to
decide the boundary line of the Crown-
granted block, is the expense to be put
upon the applicant, or will it be borne
by the government?

Hon. Mr. Wells replied:

1. Blocks 4,588, 4,592 and 4,595 have
been completely surveyed, and blocks
4,589, 4,590, 4,591 and 4,596 have been
partially surveyed, but sufficiently to
enable Crown grants to be issued.

2. Sufficient surveys were made to
enable Crown grants to be issued.

3. By the information contained in the
plan and field notes of the surveys.

4. The cost of surveying the boundary
lines of the blocks has to be borne by
the railway company.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite asked the Min-
ister of Mines:

1. How many Japs are employed in
the coal mines at Cumberland at pres-
ent? p
2. How many Chinese are employed in
the coal mines at Cumberland at pres-
ent?

Hon. Col. Prior replied:

“Returns of such matters are annual,
and for calendar year. There are mo
records showing number of Japs or
Chinese at present employed.

If “in” means “in and about,” there
were above ground in 1902, 44 Japs, 166
Chinese,

On April 9 the number under ground
was given.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite had been given
to understand that the number was
something like 700 at present?

Hon. Col. Prior observed that he had
given all the information at his com-
mane.

Mr. McBride asked the

What action is intended to -be taken
toward the establishment of powder
magazines and the furnishing of gheap
powder for settlers throughout the rural
sections of the province?’and also what
action is imtended to be taken in regard
to the municipality of Dewdney and the
adjustment of its present financial dif-
ficulties?

Hon. Mr. Prentice replied: The mat-
ters are still under consideration by the
government.

The Finance Minister presented the
return asked for by resolution of the
House of the names and salaries of eivil
servants in Victoria and New. Westmin-
ster at certain specified dates.

PRIVATH AND PUBLIC BILLS.
With brief explanations of their scope
and purpose, the bills of the Vernon & Nel-
son Telephone Co.. the Paciic Northern &
Omineca Railway Company, and Kootenay,
Cariboo & Pacitic Rahiway Cowmpany, and
the Adams River Railway Company, passed
tkeir second readings, and went through
committee. Each has been already briefly
explaingd in the columns of the Colonist.

The committee reports on the Depant-
rient of Mines bill the bill for the preven-
tion of obst: on lakes and water-
courses, the ‘bill to amend the Wellington
Recejvership Act, and the bill amending
the Benevolent Societies Act, were adopt-
ed, the bills for the protection of water-
courses and to amend the Wellington Re-
ce!vership Act passing their third readings.
The others could not be thus advanced to
completion in consequence of slight amend-
ments in committee, the alteration in the
Benevolent Socleties’ Act amendment bl
being for the purpose of including tourist
associations. -
SETTLERS' RIGHTS.

In moving the second reading of the bl
to secure for the piomeer settlers within
the E. & N. raflway belt, their undersur-
face rights, Hon. Mr. McInnes commented
that the subject was one that has com-

government:

stantly presented itself in the legistature
(Continued on Page Eight.)




