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FRIDAY, OOT. 14, 1802,

HEALTH CORRESPONDENCE.

The Times has not published the oorres-
pondence which it undertook to describe
and to criticise. It appears from what it

says it did not see the correspondence en | 3

whigh it passed judgment. This is charac-
teristic of the organ of the  Opposition. It
is always ready to condemn those with
‘whom it differs, whether it has good grounds
for doing so or not. A

We have done what the Times, to make
good its assertions, did not see fit todo.
We have procured copies of the letters, and
<our readers will be able to judge whether
they are ‘‘ukases” or not, or whether the
Times'or the Board of ‘Health -had good
ground for describinz any of them as “‘actu-
ally insulting.”

The reader will see that the Premier made
his requests with a due regard te official
etiquette, and that his letters will ‘compare
very favorably, in peint of courtesy and
clearness, ‘with thoss pemmed. by
Mayor Beaven. = It will. also be
seen . that 'Mr.  Davie was the

- epposite of arbitrary in the reguest
which he considered it his duty to make. He
from the first did not ask the Council or its
vommittee to take his word as 1 Head-
vised them—indeed, he urged on them, to

~ consult the city solicitors as to the legality
-of the suggestions which he made, and when
the legal soundness of those suggestions was
called in question by the Mayor, he took-
steps to have them submitted te the judges
of the Supreme Court. All this is the re-
verse of despotic. In fact, it would be dif-
ficult to see how the Premier could have
proceeded more moderately or with greater
deference to any objections that reasonable
and well disposed men might make,

Our courteous contemporary, when it sees
the correspondence which it pronounced
-upon, will, we think, -consider that it was
rather hasty when it condemned the Pre-
mier’s letter and passed an opinion on that
of the Mayor, ‘““unsight unseen,” as the boys
4. : : " i

We will not be so uncharitable as to sup-
pose that the Times ventured the assertion
that oneof the Premier’s letters was “‘actu-
‘ally insulting.” It must have been told
‘that the letter was offensive. Who was it

_ that gave our contemporary the false in-,
formation, and induced it to publish what
-was demonstrably untrune? WWe imagine
‘shat we could, without much trouble, guess
the first letters of his name. ‘

. It is curious to observe the Mayor’s un-
Willingness to test the. soundness of the
Attorney-General’s opinions  before the

Supreme Court. Is it because he knows
that it is one thing positively to declare
that the suggestions which the Premier

-whether or not they can be
oub? : ! s
How is it, too, that the Mayor in his let-
ter ignores the resolution of the Council to
carry out the Atbtorney-General’s sugges-
tions. Such a resolution was, we are as-
sured, moved by Alderman Styles and regu-
larly carried. ' It is usual for the Mayor to

carry out the decisions of the Council and
not either to ignore or override them. If

our informasion. is correct Mr. Beaven had
‘no discretion in the matter after the 28th|
ult., when Mr. Styles’ resolution was car-
xied. ' It is, we ‘submit, His Worship vhe
Mayor who is acting like a -Czar in flying.
in the face of his council, and not the Pre-

* mier, who is ready to submit the legality of
his proposals to the decision of the highest
tribunal in the province.,

B e S —

" A GOOD MAN’S OPINION.

Prohibitionists are ready to condemn
those who do not believe in prohibition, as
being lovers of strong drink aad unsound
on moral questions generally. This is by:
no means the case. There are men who do
not drink themselves or countenance drink-
ing in others, who aré convinced that as
‘long as human nature remains what it is,
prohibition will be impossible. ‘They see
that prohibitory laws' are systematically

violated wherever - they are enacted, and |-

that in some places where they have been
approved by large majorities, they cannot be
enforced. Good men -seeing this = have
come to the conclusion that it is: better to
have no prohibitory law, than to have one
which people, even those who voted
-will not obey. AT

‘Among the witnessef who appeared be-
fore the Prohibition Commission in Montreal,

was Mr. George Hagde. Mr. Hague isajgen. | 5,

tleman well advancedin years. Heismanager
of the Merchants Bank and one of the
ablest financiers in' the' Dominjon. He is
also a working Christian and a zealous
social reformer. We do not know whether

. ‘he is a total abstainer or 'not, but it.is well
known that he has no sympathy with those
who give way to the appetite for strong
Adrink. He is of opinion that the drankard
should be made to feel the.full responsi-
‘bility of his acts. He believes that harm
is done by blaming the law of the land
rather than the drunkard for his weakness
and folly and for the evil consequences of his
excesses. With respect to a prohibitory
lsw, this is what this' Christian gentleman
said: e ] ;

With regard to prohibition, it is, of
course, unr;‘entood that all license laws are
to & certain um:urgohlbiﬁn,’ud such’
prohibition can be enforced. the ex-
perience of all communities in which a total:
prohibition has been carried by the resoln-
tion of a small body of popular representa-
tives shows that such a law will not be

. obeyed except by those who abstain onprin-
~ciple, and would abstain no matter what the
law was, and, further, that the general en-
forcement of the law by fines, pénalties, eto.,

' The Colonist. |

for it, |1

)| treatment of | her prisoners, political and
Rosebery

the liquor has, I venture to think, done
told mischief. There is all the more reason
for the charch and philanthrepista ¢e testify
against drunkenness from the fact that in so
ninobof llhir‘ﬂwei & glamor and a
charm are thrown around it. - Everyreader
of Dickens knows this to  be the-dase, and
even Scott is not ‘free from .8ame re-
mark,  These are only ssmples of a great
stream of li influences that is .con-
stantly operating $e make drunkenness a

r only as & form of good humor and fel-
owship of which nebody need be -
larly ashamed s and the drunkard } if,
not a sinner against God and in danger of
eternal perdition, but a jolly good fellow,
whom everybody likes. . : :

It is evident that Mr. Hague has thought
much and deeply on this subject. And his
conclusions agree with those of many who
have had an oppertunity of - observing the
operation of the Seott Act. It was seen
that that Act could be enferced  where it
was not needed, that s, im communities
where there was little or no ' drinking, but
in towns where there were large numbers of
habitual drinkers it was, in many instances,
little more than a dead letter.

Prohibitionists think that what they hope
for and expect must happen, but when they
get their law they are often disgusted and
discouraged to find that many of the men

of the prohibitory law, are among those
‘who habitually violated it, and who give
their sympathy to the breakers of the law
and not to those who are entrusted with ita
enforcement. i

' What Mr. Hague says about casting the
whole blame of the drunkard’s wickedness
on the “rum,” rather than on the sinner
himself, is well worthy of serious thought.
To hear some people talk, one is apt to con-
clude that the man who sacrifices every-
‘thing that makes life pleasant and respect-
able, to his appetite for strong drink, is an

martyr, and not a weak and wickedly self-

claims of those who are near and should be

Ly Mhmmawwhlohmhf} .
{bis health and wastes his substance. We, { not
like Mr, Hague, think that it is not wise to | 0dd

make “mm” or anything else the drunk-
ard’s scapegoat. ' He should be left without
a single excuse for the injury he does him-
self and the misery he brings on others.

+ “ROSEBERY’S CHOICE.

The Russisn outrages in the North Pacific
will give Lord Rosebery an oppartunity  of
proving that Mr. Gladstone did wisely in
selecting him. as the Foreign Secretary of
'not the choice of the Premier alone. The
‘whole nation” looked to him as the only
possible Foreign Secretary among the men
of Mr. . Gladstone’s party. His appoint-
ment therefore met with general approba-
tion, * The Liberals considéred that he was
the only Gladstonian qualified to be at the
bead of the Department.of Foreign Affairs,
and the Conservatives said that since a
Liberal must have the position, Rosebery,
and Rosebery only, was the right man.
His Lordship has now his opportunity..
The way in which he deals with this ques.
tion will show whether he deserves the
high opinion formed of him by both Liberals
and Conservatives, It appears that the
Foreign Secretary -has already asked for
an  explanation of the Russian outrages.
This is what the Canadian Gazette says :

It will be intere to see wha ‘
the Russian ‘mu :l.il‘ .mk: to.m

S e
ty. | They say were rol t
ponand,y and ﬁuz::ﬂy turned adrift at 1=P:t'.y
ropanlovaky witheut money, without food,
wivhout fitting clothes,and 8o absolutel den-
titute that they were glad of the ha ly-se-
cured shelter of a filthy Russian geol, and
even there fifty men were packed into a
noisome den 18 feet by 10 :feet. These
statements have of course to be sifted, and
it is not right ‘to. assume, in the absence of
more ' definite information, that, even if
v see - e g B G B

were more an
outburst on the part of some

3 tty official
accustomed to the low ethi 3hiohm

associated in the public mind ‘with Russia’s

ficithe = £ el

b ‘the matter Vi the *“ earnest

attention” of Her mjue;!"-g Government is

welcome, and we have a rl&ht to expect
ti

m will not rest un
done. -

 Itis diffionlt to imagine what reply the
Russian Government will make' to Lord
Ragebery’s enquiries. Bt it is to be hoped
that the whole matter will be thoroughly

investigated and that ample repsration will

S
8 assurance

who aided them in their agitation in favor|’

innocent victim—almost, if not altogether, a |,

indulgent man, who, disregarding they

he has seen |lits
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{f It is thought a
Y good thing now
p foragirl to have
N acharacter.
- . Nobody used to
trouble about 'this ; in past ages they used/
not to have them, the men had them, but
never the girls. = Sir Walter Scott’s hero-
ines—with the exception of Die Vernon,
—were quite free of them, but now in
. Mu‘nh - heir S‘:::by agooﬁf
marrying | for thei uty and good-
ness are mgirved to inteénse admiration be-
cause they notice thnt”.th'e ladies have a
distinct leaning to fatalism or athéism or
show some strong (so-called) sign of a
strongly develo] racter. .
. Although ** draws us mh-s sin-
gle hair”, it is being made less leas of
every day now. We say of a preity girl,
¢ Why did he marry her?’ ** There is
‘mothing in her!” You see we hawe.come

ity "devwn, 1od
1d re - The chemisette portionisall

shizred and has s row of handsome little

bows a itﬂq,mftﬁ.* The m

are elegan irt has.

a very :hgtlgg:n and h;nn novel m

trimming in shape of swallow

bogl at ?nhervuh, with a row of boillionee

underneath. The small capote worn with

this costume is'quite the latest thing.

- - - i
to expect such a t deal now in a girl
that is married. ol .T;in nsegto fn{l in
love (good "old phrase), now he analyzes
the girl’s character, and having ascertain-
ed her ** tendencies” accepts his bargain
with quiet satisfaction. :

A properly balanced character is not
the thing to have. I gather this from the
popular novel of the day.  Some quality
must be' abnormally developed—in short
every one must be a specialist, if only at
& very trifling’ thing. = You needn’t 'be a
very good musician, or artist, or actor, or

opers, or invented s steam engine ; you
need only place daily emphasis on some
very simple matter. I have met people
who e such a point of having a cold
bath, and talking about it—of taking it
ice-cold in a frigid temperature, and pub-
lishing the fact; that they have there
guineg a great character for great cleanh-
ness and fortitude. I have met people

o . s
N d ae
Seal skin "coats are already beginnin,
to make their appea .. Here is- one
of quite a new am o, It has a dain
ittle cape in' the form of a beef eater col-
lar round the»thrpnt. _ This year they are
.made extra long and have very capacious

who have never had their pho! phs
. had | p! ,l;“'g!‘i

taken, and I have met others w

s practically impossible. Experience séems

be made to all who have suffered injury.

4

g'o-ed before Dana, Vanderweyde and
alk and & host of others, and both these

mow,

" | the Cimarron, dow:
zer of Kansas, he desolated the land with | Y

|and a sister-ifi--law of eighteen,

ill | The family ;

poet. . You mneedn’t have composed an|

s a thing that we only read of
e day for such is over ! Every
one is very *‘ much wo' in some particular
irection now and those who are not get
.;’mn SF 5
People dare to wear&hings now that at
ene time they would have ‘trembled to
don. I-strolléd into Redfern’s place and
8aW some vory nt, strange and strik-
ing garments. Some of the gowns had
high stiff sort of wings to them. They

appeared to be mounted on buckram and |

were made, of velvet. As for sleeves,
well, I never .saw such sleeves, quite a
-width wide, most of them. And then the
little bags that hung at the-sides of many
of;tlﬁms i8 quite a return to the real
?0 7 y P,'m £ 2
'Bome of the gowns have these sleeve
wings made partially limp, and lined with
some bright shade of sil. The old fash-
ioned Empire pelisse is being resurrected
by Redfern, with every detail oa:rie%ed out
successfully. Ladies, eﬁeot spect to your-
gelves with sloping shoulders before long.
- Reception costumes will always stand
g‘x;gvery recherche and elaborate, and
rR is making them ef very rich ma-
terials and with the bodices quite compli-
-cated matters.: i :
1z Baron De BrREMONT.

M. QUAD'S SKETCHES.

The Heroine of the Cabin on the Smoky Hill
Fork—The Shadow in the qumu:ht.

Whahi the Indians tarned loose it west-
-ern Kansas and Nebraska in 1867-8 they
found hundreds of scattered ranchmen
and pioneers totally unprepared for either
‘registance or flight. Tﬁe
mercy in his heart for old or young, ﬁe

no prisoners—men, women and chil-

{dren were tomahawked and scalped as
| fast a8 .they fell into his bands. From

the Niobrara. river, in South Dakota, to
)?n in the southwest cor-

torch and tomahawk. - :
At midnight one night a wounded: man
rode into our eamp on, the Smoky Hill
fork of the Kansas river, on the Overland
trail.  He had. two bullets in his bedy,
:::be }f,ell to;the eul-’ﬂi)u ﬁ?b:lu chal-
y our sentinel, but as
to g:lld bey;ore he died. Ten miles tot:l:{
north of us a‘pioneer had staked out his
claim and set tp his home tn defiance of
all dangers. He had come from the Mis-
souri river, aiid the family consisted of
imself, wife, & son fourteen years old
It was
almost crimins
e g

When it was decided to abandon the claim
and daekmnﬂfym the guntry was fullThof
war. for venieance. he
wounded man wat::go E 1,mloombx', wag :hu
just riding-away from the cabin of the
Applegates when fired upon.  They might
be able to defend the cabin for a few
hours, but uniess help was sent them they
would be wiped out before noonday.

ment, with work enough on hand for a
regiment, and no force could be spared.
The captain in command shook his head
as the story was finished, and the shadow
of death flitted over the face of the: man
who had come riding through the dark-
neas to tell it as his life ebbed away. His
entire force would not have been strong
enough to attempt a rescue, even if at
liberty to move. He did not return to
his sleep, from which he had been aroused,
bu: st moody and silent by himself, and
not over twenty feet away was the dead
man covered with a blanket: T
¢ Look hete, captain,” said ' my fellow
scout as we moved up tq him after a brief
talk between ourselves, ‘¢ while you ain’t
ot force ‘nuff to drive these reds off and
gring the fam’ly out it seems as if a cou-
ple of men might help to stand the Injuns
off till Custer'comes up with the rest iof

by | the command.” .

* How would 'you do it ¥’ asked the

captain.

- * Waal, and I kin make the dis-
tance afore daylight. If the fam'ly has
bin wiped out we'll come back ; if* not
we'll try to git in and help ’em hold the
fort till the reds git tired or Custer drives
com off” i o %

The captain' took five minutes, to think
it over and then gaveus permission to go.
The Indians had overreached themselves
in their attack on the cabin—that is, they

had betrayed’ their presence i
e el v

- }upon the land looker too soon.

horse dashed off wit}f him the Applegates
‘barricaded doors and windows and pre-
pared to fighf; to the énd. The cabin was
constructed of logs, sods and stones—a
temporary shelter to be replaced the next
year by something more pretentious. It
stood on'a knoll, with clear ground all
around it.. Fifty feet from the back door
was :‘lie spring from which water was ob-
tain

. A mile from the house we turned our
horses loose to find their way back to
camp, and then crept forward. We felt
certain that Indians were about, but we
reached the cabin without seeing or hear-
ing from thens. Lying flat upon the earth
thirty feet away we cautiously signaled

and r:guts‘d until those inside were
- Taware’

our presence. They were natur-
ally suspicious of trickery, and it was a
quarter of an houf later before we got
into the house. 1In addition to what the
: looker had told us, we found that
Mrs. Applegate had been killed by a bul-
let: which had entered one of the port-
holes, and another had struck the hus-
band in the fleshy part of the lég and in-
flicted a painful wound." In the durkness
We could not' see each other’s faces, and
our conversation was in whispers, . When
daylight came the body of Mrs. Applegate
waa laid on phe bed and covered up, and
we dressed $he man’s wound to his great
 benefit. he sister-in-law was named
Lucy She was a surprise to me. |

e had the voice and bearing of a born

s calm &
he boy was onlya |
""blo'{ooiedh'izovar

{ we might soon

| Bill n“dlu‘{fgﬁt made our surroundi

red man had no'

" We were ‘bt a detachment of a regi- |

 was

! knew that he
count for i’»mifn‘ in the attack which
k for.
** Now, here’s the situation,” said old

five of us here, We've
got. three'Witlchesters, & cavalry carbine
and three revolvers and plenty of ammu-
nition fur all. We kin stand off & hun-
dred fur a couple of days, and aobody
need ' be scart. How’s the grub and
water : :

* We have plenty to eat,” replied the
girl, *“ but the water is about gone. Iam
now going to the spring with the two
pails, You two scouts must cover me
with your rifles.” ;

The barricade was removed from the
back door, and she ‘walked out without
the slightest hesitation. She made her
first trip without incident. As she was
filling the pails a second time the Indians

i her. Not: knowing of our

Yesence, four warriors rose up from be-|
ind a ridge forty rods awayand ran to
capture her, - Bill and I were lying on

and the spring. She heard the redskins
K:i-l’ and she knew they were coming for

but she filled the pails just as ooolly
as if there wasn’t a red within fifty miles.
She was on her way back to the bouse
and the nearest Indian was within a hun-
dred feet of her when we opened fire.
Six warriors had been sheltered behind
the ridge. All were moving down upon
her when we jumped up. I tell you only
what you can find in the military records

over four of the six off-hand and wounded
a fifth, though he got away. The six
had been left there for the night: prob-
'ably, a8 we saw no others. - While tge
irl was carrying water we siri the

g::d, of their arms and nmmunibx:g:i We
got one Winchester and three percussion
rifles, and one of the warriors had a navy
revolyer..  Everything which could be
spared o hold water was filled. Not an
Indian was to be seen at this time, but
we had no idea of leaving the place. Tt
mighti be an hour before any force’ show-
ed up, but then we would have our hands
full.” As'the %irl finished her task she
:oam?r;o us at the'door and said : ;

*“There is a spade.  Dig a grave close
to the house forg:yi dealesgiutelg.m We may
be'cooped up here for three or four days
et.”
1t was the thing to do, bt neither of
us would have dared s t it. 'While
Bill used the spade I brought more water
from the spring and drenched the house
and the short, dry grass around it.
Everything which would burn was thor-
oughly soaked. ~Applegate sat on the
floor, with a chair acting as a prop for his
back, while the boy watched through a
porthole at the other end of the cabin, °

* Henry,” said the girl as she beckoned
ue to enter the cabin, ‘‘ we are going to
bury Delia just outside. Charlie.(to the
bo;g. go and kiss your mother.”

We helped her to wrap the body in a
quilt, and then we carried it to where the

and core s own with his hands.:
Lucy’s face betrayed the torture of her
soul, but she shed no tears. It was &
shallow grave, and the body was soon
hidden from sight. When the earth had
‘been trodden down the girl said : {

¢ While I am pre breakfast do
you mer tear down that stable and bring
up such material as we may want to
strengthen the cabin,”

It was a‘rough shed of poles and thatch,
but a good portion of it was of value to
us. We chinked up many crevices be-
tween the logs, made new portholes, and
when through with our work we had
made a fort of the shanty. As we snatch-
ed a bite to eat the girl stood at the door
and watched. We had not finished when
she stepped back and quietly said :

'“ They are coming—a full 200 | There
i8 no hurry yet.. While you eat I will
distribute the guns and ammunition.
| Henry, let me -draw you back a little,
You can load the guns.-for the rest of us
to fire. Charlie, take this Indian’s Win-
chester in place of the carbine. I'll put
the cartridges here beside you. Omue of
you men take the front door, the other
the rear. Now, then we are all ready
for them,”

There were, as was af ard known,
288 Indians in the force which appeared.
Within twenty-four hours they had mas-
sacred. about twenty white people and
burned two stage stations. 'Our force, so
far as they knew, was composed of only
two men and a young woman. Their
contempt for us was shown in their first
movement, Twenty young bucks, anx-
ious to distinguish th.msefveq, were se-
lected to attack. They divided to take
the shanty front and rear. They laid
their rifles on the grass, dréw their toma-
hawks, and at a signal came rushing upon
us with the usual accompaniment ‘of
whoops and yells. g
** Inycase aither of you need a fresh
gun call out,” said the girl ‘as Bill and I
stood waiting.

As Bill always asserted when relating
our adventure around the campfire, it was
like sitting down to a good dinner. We
began firiug as soon .as they were in
range. of us had a d rest, and
it was' no trick at all to send 'a bullet
where you wanted to. Not one of them:
on my side got- nearer than twenty feet..
The fire was so hot that those unhurt
shied off, :

** Four down on your side and five ond
his,” said the girl as she came over to me,
‘*and I think' they are all dead. That's
good shooting. = They will now make a
general attack. Charlie; be ready there,
and T will take this other side. ' You men
keep your places as you are.”

. By calling out to each other we all kept
informed as to the general movements of
the band, They held a council and then
divided into four bands. That meant an
attack on four sides of the shanty at once,
and we placed the spare arms where the
would be the 'most convenient. Eac
band marched off to its station, and men
from each gathered bundles of dry grass.
As the signal for'a rush was given these
bundles were ignited, Just what hap-
pens at such'a time is hard to remember
and describe afterward. The din made
by over 200 redskins, each yelling at the
top of his voice, was something awfal.

ther: was no c‘hecking.suc a rush, I

the ground half way between the house |

of that date when I “i:nh“ we knocked ]

: husbaud sat, and he kissed the dead face|.
d  remined  too “long. [and covered his

 the beast away, when they looked up and

pered a score of men.

and doubtless |
The whige Y had thioms &
however.. Each bundle b
out damsge to the shanty.

! hay
inst  the logs,

saved us,
out with,
When the

ngs lmolmbhl'lw%thomhhvu one to be |

remembered. . In retreating they had ca
ried off their dead tndwnnd:l’ as far ::
possible, but there wer

iere were s bloody trails
o ossing that it seemed like a map
drawn in red ink. In that five minutes
lwe killed and wounded more Indians
than the Seventh cavalry could show for
ayear. Bill and I were shaking hands
and yelling when we suadenly discovered
that Appl was dead. A stray bullet
had en the room and passed through
his head. 'As we looked about we found
the boy Charlie on the bed with the girl
binding‘n? a wound in his cheek.

¢ 1t isn’t very serious,” she said, as we
came forward, *‘ but will disable him for
a time. We have given the redskins a
bad dose, but they may come again.”
“Did you know that—that he was
dead ¥” I asked as I pointed to the body
of Agplegate. U

‘¢ Yes, some time ago, poor .fellow !”
she answered. ‘‘ What are the Indians
doing now 7’ '

No band of redskins ever suffered as
ﬁ? a loss at the hands of four people.
rapidity of our fire led them to be-
lieve that there were a score of soldiers in
ed. After about an hour a warrior ap-
proached with a flag of truce and demand-
ed a surrender. Our reply was a bullet,
which whizzed close enough to scare him.
About thirty men then kept up a long
range fire on the front of the house;
while half a dozen tried to set fire to the
back roof by means of burning arrows.
Nothing came 'of it, and after parading
up and dowa and wasting a great deal of
ammunition - the main body retreated
about sundown, leaving perhaps a score
of warriors to maintain a desultery fire
and prevent our escape. We were so
well satisfied that the fight was over that
we simply maintained a lookout at each
door. None of ‘us slept. The boy was

‘| in too much pain, and the rest of us had

no desire. An hour after sunrise 200
cavalrymen  came ‘galloping over the

skins like rabbits, and our work was done.
I looked to see the young woman' break
down then, but she %d not. She request-
ed that another grave might be dug and
the body of the -husband given burial.
Then she packed up a bundle of clothing,
secured a few mementoes, and was ready
to go.. -After three or four days she and
the boy were sent away to Hays City, and
I have mever meen either since. Two
years after the event, howéver, Bill one
day shoved a ?hotogup " under my nose,
It was that of a feminine chap with his
i ea&_ centre and & baby look
"““Who is it 7’ T asked. goa
¢ Her husband.”

> “,ggo-ihn‘-band 5 il

i £5Why, Lucy’s; you durned idiot §- Yes
8ir, that ar gal
married to this thing—to a feller who'd
her fainted dead away at hearin them red-
skins yell that day! Waugh! T'mtired.”

THE SHADOW IN MOONLIGHT,

out a claim if the ground was not already

the looks of this new chap who came in
on us at Strawberry hill, we couldn’t
gainsay his staking out and putting up a
rude ghan We soon discove “tgut
his looks did not belie him., You'd ex-
gect $0 find some. bad meu in - the mines,

ut this man whom we soon nicknamed
** Satan,” was worse, than any, dezen of
them (g:fi together. - The way he would
curse and man was something awful

-the wrath of heaven was not visited upon
him. . We ostracized and outlawed him,"
but he would not'go away.: Only the
fear that we would string him up kept
Bimi from doing murder, for he had a
temper like a wild beast. ¢
-One day, after dinner and after a spell
at cursing and reviling, he w down
into his claim and fired a blast, which
blinded him forever. Then he became
yorse than before, His cursing and rav-

1
a
and led him to it. Three times a day a
man was sent up with his meals, and this
continued for weeks and weeks. For a
loni time there was no change, either in
his health or disposition. Then he began
to grow thin and wan and to cease curs-
ing, and one evening he asked of the man
who brought his meal ;

““Jim, is thar & trail leadifi up here
from camp 7"

**No,” was the reply.

‘* 1f anybody was comin dewn the trail
from Top Notch how would: they hit me?’
“ Why, strike across about forty rods
above camp.” : :
‘¢ And the door faces that way ?”
 Yeu.” ,

** How's the nights now, Jim #”

** Full moon and bright as day.”

That was about all that was said, but I
wish to tell you here that when ¢ Satan”
was blinded his eyelids were: closed fast. |-
_He could neyer open them after that, ex-
cept he used his fingers. There. was an

Jinjury to the muscles controlling them as

well as to his vision. Day and night were
alike to him. On' that very night, about
half an hour after midnight, a prowling
wolf disturbed our camp and routed out
three or four men. They were driving

saw a shadow on the Top Notch trail.
It was as light as day, and, there was no

uestion in their minds.. 1t wasa queer|
2hadow. It had the shape of a little old
woman bent over with age, and it floated
about in an uncertain way. The three or
four men passed from. tent to tent, and
before long sixty or seventy of us wete.
out and had our eyes fastened on the

ueer thing. By and by it floated ‘over
ghe rocks and shrubs toward * Satan’s’
shanty, and every man of us followed it
to the door and beyond with his eyes.

aght s doomed. | lia

the shanty and that they had been trick- |-

prairie to our rescue, scattering the red- |-

‘has gone and done got |

You couldn’t stop a man from staking | Nox™
covered, and 80, theugh none of us liked B

to hear, and we sometimes wondered why |

n.ghabemme so0 constant that we built him |’
oty on the rocks half - mile away |

—

up to the shanty, but no one vol
teered. was something so qu‘é:r
¥ etlth:gts !:z)body Ifelt like making
. n. 1t was perha
ten minutes after the figure entel;:d tl?:
shanty before it reappeared. It passeq
over the same ground, in the same pecu-

T way, and a8 it reached the trail it
halted for a moment as if looking back
m eye‘:ll fptllowed fil;;p the plain, broag

until it grew ter and fai; g

ﬁnn‘ll mlged. alnter and
$ t did"it look like to you 77
one man of another, Ik
¢ A little old woman, bent snd feeb]e
was the reply. ’
All had seen alike. You may ask why
some one dl@q’t pursue. No man hay
ever seen a living woman on that trail, or
expected to. This was a woman, and yet
it was not. Its presence cast an awe
upon everybody. Some of the men re-
turned to bed, and others ‘gathered in
groups and talked in whispers unti day-
ght: came. There were fifty men who
went.up in a crowd to ‘* Satan’s” shanty
"I‘hei found him fully dressed and seated
in the door, and he had been dead for
hours. Perhaps you expected that, byt
let me tell you his eyes were wide open
his vision seemed to have returned, and
he was looking across to Top Notch trai]
Just as a living man would—aye, lookin
and looking, and his face had softened
and a smile had crept over it ang been
held there by the fingers of death.
¢ It" was ‘the spirit of his mother !”
whxspel:ed the men as they stood and
looked into the face of the dead man, and
80 we have ever believed
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““But what can' & woman be doing
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