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|[HE PASSING OF THE POET LAUREATE

Alfred Austin, fourteenth successor of Ben Jon-

I on
iway,

[ (iitranoe

liear Leeds, England, he was called to the bar at 
'wind practised as a barrister for a short time ;

on
(or jour
,j0fl was “Randolph : A Tale of

the first holder of the laureateship, has passed 
almost immediately after celebrating his 
, into his seventy-ninth year. Born in 1835,

the death of his father he abandoned law 
ttalism and literature. His first publica-

Polish Grief”
ng;4), followed by the much-criticised volume, 
“The Season ; A Satire” (1861), and its sequel, 
entitled “M.v Satire and It? Censors,” in the same 

Between that date and his death he wrote 
umerous volumes of verse, including “The 
Hum” Tragedy,” “Songs of England,” “A Tale 
„l Trot Love and Other Poems,” “Door of Humil- 

jfj." ini “Sacred and Profane Love.” He also 
wrote several novels, and as a journalist contri- 
bnttd to the Conservative press, notably The 
London Standard (which he represented at Rome 
tnd as correspondent during the Franco-German 
War), The Quarterly Review and The National 
Jtview, of. which he was for a time editor. 
Among his prose works are “In Veronica’s Gar- 
dtn,” "Spring and Autumn in Ireland,” “Haunts 
of Ancient Peace,” “Lessons in Harmony,” and a 

i Terv interesting “Autobiography”—this last ap- 
‘ pearing in 1911. The most effective characteristic 
; of Alfred Austin's poetry, as of the best of his 
! prose, is a genuine love of nature. His lyrical 

poems, it may as well be flankly admitted, are 
i lacking in spontaneity and individuality ; but 

many of them possess a simple, orderly charm, 
is that of an English country lane.

| On Tennyson’s death in 1892 it was felt that 
none of the then living poets, except Swinburne, 
Morris, and Meredith, were of sufficient distinc- 
4» to succeed to the laurel crown. iTHat/trt*,' 
urc outside all consideration for other than pure­

ly literary reasons. For several years no new 
laureate was nominated. In the interval the 

I claims of one writer and another were much can- 
Iwssed, but eventually in 1896, Mr. Austin was 
’.appointed amid not a little adverse criticism, 

for many years his every production was received 
with a smile. But it is difficult to conceive who 

j else could have been selected for so onerous and 
delicate a post. There has seldom been a trio of 
poets less courtierly than A. C. Swinburne, the 
Republican, William Morris, the Socialist, and 
George Meredith, a Radical of the type of the 

eighteenth century “philosophes.”

THE LISBON JAILS

arms, radiating from a centre, each arm having 
exactly three tiers of exactly similar cells on each 
side. It was built during the rage for isolation, and 
was so arranged that each prisoner should be alone 
at exercise and at work, in the school and in the 
hospital. They even wore hoods with holes for 
eyes and mouth. The building still has all the 
appalling cleanliness and order of such institutions. 
But for some time it has been felt among prison 
reformers in every country that such a system is 
as cruel as the physical discomforts of the older 
prisons. It is to the credit of the present govern­
ment, of which the much vilified Dr. Affojiso 
Costa is the head, that it has begun to modify this 
system. The hoods were abolished on February 
13 ; the prisoners now work in common ; the doors 
of the cells are left open during several hours each 
day ; and when I was there, the schools were being 
altered, so that the prisoners could sit on open 
benches, instead of being confined in separate 
pigeon-holes. The cells are large, wi(h,semi-circu­
lar windows, and drinking water and electric 
light in each- The food seemed as good as in our 
prisons. No distinction is made between political 
and other prisoners; but there we have no ground 
for complaint, for we make no such distinction our­
selves. The work is well organized, and more var­
ied than with us. There are several other points 
in which the Penitenciaria is superior to our 
prisons. The prisoner who behaves well is en­
titled to one visit a fortnight at least, instead of 
two in three months as here ; and he may receive 
presents of such articles as tobacco, fruit and 
flowers. I saw many cells decorated with flowers 
and photographs. There are no plank beds at any 
period of the sentence. There is no corporal pun­
ishment, and the heaviest penalty is confinement 
in a punishment cell, hardly worse than the ordin­
ary cells in some English prisons.

“These,” concludes Mr. Swinny, “are the 
prisons that the Dtlchess of Bedford compares with 
those of Naples and Bomba!”

Editorial Notes

This is the King’s birthday, and 
rfiany Britons are celebrating. George 
V. has not reigned long, but he has 
reigned well. He possesses the tact for 
which the family is famous- In his 
short reign he has had some serious 
problems upon his hands, and he has 
made no mistakes.

The resolution passed by the Metho­
dist conference asking parliament to 
make a clearer definition of prize 
fighting and boxing bouts is very time­
ly, and reveals a serious difficulty. 
The events which have been held in 
the West and throughout Canada are 
to all intents and purposes quite as ob­
jectionable as prize fights, though it is 
questionable whether, according to ex­
act wording of the law, they can be 
prevented.

It is time that the merchants of the 
city and others should begin to adver­
tise the fact that we have the very best 
exhibition in Western Canada, and that 
it will be upon us in about four weeks. 
Perhaps they have done so already. 
The Calgary fair is one of very great 
importance to Calgary. Calgary peo­
ple should help it along whenever they 
get an opportunity.

The Jndustrial Bureau may be dis­
appointed because through the efforts 
of certain members of the Board of 
Trade the manufacturers’ building was 
turned down, but the bureau need not 
expect the Calgary public to accept 
that as an excuse if the bureau does 
not succeed in locating industries in 
Calgary.

pay a nickel to see love made and mur- ; 
der committed" They are also able to 
witness the murder of the English lan­
guage and the popular sông by a petri- 

! fièd vocalist, who stands in the spot- 
j light and forces vowels and consort- 
I ants through an orifice called the 
throat. As a rule, no extra charge is 
made for this privilege, and if there 
were there would be a grand-rush for I 
the box office.

'The acting in moxing picture shows 
is always perpetrated by deaf and 
dumb people, who -have a very empha­
tic form of lip expansion and look as if 
they were about to say|, something. 
Some of the acting is so plain that the 
audience can tell at once when they 
are witnessing a love scene. As fully 
nine-tenths of the acting in a moving 
picture show consists either in making 
love in a feverish and impatient man­
ner or in reading an anonymous let­
ter, it is easily understood by all.

The most popular reel:? shown in 
moving picture theatres are those 
which depict the American Indian in 
the act of being slaughtered by the 
regular army. The picture show 
which fails to kill off several robust 
Indians at every performance is a los

Vest Pocket Essays
By George Pitch

AUSTRALIAN ELECTIONS

-There are four Lisbon prisons in which poli- 
| tical prisoners are confined. Of these, the women’s 

orison contains only four politicals, and most of 
fee who were awaiting trial in the military 

I »ison of S. Giorgio have now been tried. The 
Efe others, the Limoeiro and the Penitenciaria, 
Pfe recently visited by Mr. S. H. Swinny. This 
I. Neman, writing in The London Nation of May 

f last, remarks :
I’The Limoeiro, for untried civil prisoners and 
fee under short sentences, is an old fortress 
8fec, ill-adapted for a ' prison. Of the untried 
trials', some are. in a large hall with windows 
86both sides. Others are in groups of rooms, not 
tells, generally with two beds in each, but in a 

cases with three or four. The beds seemed 
küifortable ; every place was clean, and the large 

; and some of the rooms had a splendid view of 
fe river. The infirmary was particularly clean 
od well ventilated. The Portuguese are a very 

I fiable people, and.I doubt if any considered it
* grievance that they had to share their rooms. 

:act. I was told that many preferred the great
fell. In the following points it would seem that 
feied political prisoners in the Eimoerlo are bet- 

| f°ff than they would be in England- (1) Except 
l f'',c infirmary, they are kept entirely separate 

”jm the prisoners accused of ordinary crimes ; (2)
, fe relatives can visit them every day at noon 

*feut any formality ; (3) they can put up pic- 
aiul photographs in their rooms ; (4) they are 

I”1 locked in cells, but can mix freely with those 
® the <ame group of rooms. I do not profess 

’ „ 'Peak of the prison in the past ; I speak of it as
* "as nn April 11, when I visited it.\ Of Com- 
naadam Franca, the governor, I formed a most 
fe'iable opinion, and he seemed on the best of 
kr, is with those in his charge.

Hie Penitenciaria, where prisoners ,-tmder- 
’-Pt'-a long sentences are confined, consists of six

The recent election in Australia has been a very 
vigorous one and the result was very close. The 
parties were evenly divided. As far as we can 

.learn from reading the Australian newspapers, 
the navy question was seldom under discussion. 
The only reference to it was that each party 
claimed the credit of creating the Australian naval 
policy. And the Australian naval policy is for a 
real Australian navy and is much the same as the 
Canadian naval policy of the-Liberal party.

^The Australians are united on. theiç peÿ^y oi aft, 
Australian navy and any person who wotrid.havfe 
dared to oppose it would have had no chance of 
election.

And yet the Australians are not separatists in 
any sense of the word. They are patriotic people, 
who are very proud of their country. They are 
enthusiastic, self-reliant and confident. They do 
not favor giving assistance to the mother coun­
try merely by sending empty ships with no person 
to fight in them.

The Australians are more advanced than we 
are in many respects. It was a contest of Liberals 
against Radicals under the name of Labor, in 
which the Conservatives had no part. The sister 
colonies in the Pacific are advancing more rapidly 
than we are in managing their own affairs. They 
manage their own railways, telegraphs, telephones 
and other utilities, have old-age pensions and much 
other advanced legislation. It is not surprising 
accordingly that such a self-reliant people should 
insist upon a navy of their own.

The Dominion Senate rose to the op­
portunity and did the right thing with 
the Borden naval policy but because of 
that the Senate need not think that it 
can break into all commons’ legisla­
tion without getting hurt somewhat 
The Bank Act was bad enough when 
it went to the Senate, but was much 
worse when it got back. At the same 
time, so long as the majority of the 
members of the Comnjohs expect some 
day to superannuate to the Senate the 
Commons need not be annoyed if the 
Senp.te sometimes does what it is con­
stitutionally ^xpectod to do.

Of course a poet is not expected to 
get on the inside of.political affairs al­
ways, but we believe that the poet per­
son who called at the office last night 
to ask the address of Robert Rogers, 
Minister of Public Works, that he 
might apply for the vacant position of 
poet laureate, shoud have known 
somewhat better.

CHAIRS.
A chair is an elevated seat on four 

legs, enabling the ground to meet a 
man half way when he sinks to rest.

Chairs are an acquired taste. For 1 
many centuries men got along with­
out them. In Africa the natives 
squat for hours in à position which 
would give an American athlete seven 
varieties of cramps. In Japan the 
people kneel and sit on their heels. 
The Turk sits cross-legged on a rug, 
tyid the ancient Roman, when stuffing 
himself with costly foods, lay on a 
marble bench and propped himself on 
one elbow. All of this proves that man 
can get used to almost anything if he 
tries. Doubtless the first people who 
used chairs could only sit in them for 
a few minutes at a time without get­
ting shooting pains on the insides of 
their knees.

Chairs are a great necessity in 
American and European thomes, and 
although some slight effort has been 
made in society to educate people to 
the buffet lunch and the stand-up re

; chair 'which happens to be empty.
I These men live from chair to chair and 
! also from hand to mouth, while the 
1 vineyard calls in vain for workers; and 
1 their wives cannot earn much money,
| because they have to deliver the wash- 
i ings themselves.

LABOR BULLETINS

Washington, June 2—There is talk of 
| a convention of unemployed in Wusli- 
\ ington .before cungross adjourns.

Paterson, X.J., June 2 --Trials of I. 
W. W. workers indicted in connection 
with Paterson, N.J., silk trade begin 
this week ; trouble feared.

ing proposition. Then there is the 1 ception, man finds it very difficult 
sparkling comedy reel which causes a 
fat man to leap a barbed wire fence, 
followed in rapid succession by a com­
pany of hard-rubber acrobats, sev­
eral of whom are in petticoats.

When moving pictures were first 
introduced they met with considerable 
opposition from the clergy, but now a 
great many churches use moving pic­
tures of their own, thereby increas’ng 
the evening collection and keeping 
their young people out of the nickel­
odeon. If more churches would follow 
this plan their pews would be filled 
with something besides a chilly vac­
uum.

The moving picture show is a great 
deal better than it was on the start, 
and it will improve just as fast as the 
public taste will allow it to. It could 
be improved in the way of ventilation 
at once, however, without dragging 
out a protest from, anybody.

to exist for more than an hour with­
out making an inverted figure 4 of 
himself, assisted by the four legs of 
a chair. The only people who have 
no use for chairs are the housewife 
with four children and the $6-a-week 
sales girl. The only use a busy 
wife has for a chair is to dust it in 
the morning, while if the owner of a 
great store were to find a sales girl 
sitting in a chair during business hours 
he would have her arrested for treason.

Chairs enable a man to compose his 
thoughts and curve his backbone com­
fortably over his work. But they can 
be used to excess. Many a man buys 
a $200 desk and a $60 swivel chair, with 
comfortable arms, and then fills the 
latter until liver and kidney trouble 
carries him off amid the woe of his 
family and bankers. On the other 
hand, many a man considers himself 
born with the mission of filling any old

London. June 2—Militant suffraget­
tes of England are causing employ­
ment of many men who have been idle, 
as a result of their campaign of vio­
lence to property.

Buffalo, June 2—Judge Marcus has 
ruled when a court sees fit to call 
troops during labor trouble, country 
must pay troops.

San Francisco, June 2—California 
labor men warning workers to be care­
ful about flocking to San Francisco in 
expectation of getting work during the 
exposition. Labor supply greater than 
demand.

New York, June 2—Labor organiza­
tions throughout country condemning 
attempts by certain newspapers to 
start war scare over California situa­
tion. ___________

Big Jersey Wireless Station
Belmar, N.J., June 2—The big station 

for ocean wireless telegraphy being 
erected here by the Marconi company 
at a cost of over $60»,000 is about com­
pleted and is expected to be r»a<iy for 
business with in a few days. This aaw 
station will permit sending and receiv­
ing messages without interruption, so 
that messages may pass back and 
forth from Europe about as quickly as 
if sent by cable. The new station, one 
of the largest in the world, is 6,000 feet 
long.

The suggestion of Mr. Mawson that 
the streets in strictly residential dis­
tricts should be less pavement arid more 

boulevard is a very gpùd une. Jr that' 
way the cost of the upkeep wiH bev 
Jess and the city more beautiful, and if' 
the street ever becomes a business 
thoroughfare it will cost nothing addi­
tional to extend the area of the pave­
ment >

A merger of the .leading churches of 
the country is a big undertaking,, but 
as both- Methodists and Presbyterians 
seem so anxious to unite, the public is 
surprised that they do not unite.

The stork called in Calgary 215 times 
last month, and the-gn.n messenger 
grave the death summons to but 95, 
which indicates a. natural growth in 
Calgary which compares favorably 
with the increase In bank clearings or 
the buildii^g returns) . *.V -r

Col Carstairs has received leave of 
absence, and is leaving Edmonton, the 
capital of the province, for six months, 
and any Albertan who cannot see a 
fcrisJs now, is a stupid person without 
a knowledge of anything.

The late lamented poet laureate may 
have been worthy of his exalted posi­
tion, but, according to the sporting edi­
tor, he would have had more readers if 
there had been a little more “pep” to 
his poems.

NOTE—Commencing tomorrow, this store will close every [Wednesday dining
June, July and August.

E5HU050NS BAY COMPANY

It seems that the Presbyterians , 
want church union and the Methodists I 
want church union, and all that pre­
vents the union of the two churches is 
that they are not united.

Calgary could get along very nicely 
this season without a strike of any of 
the builders' trades or a strike of any 
unions at all. The responsible parties 
on both sides should make just another 
effort to settle things.

According to Mr. Bennett it seems 
to be .the fault of the, board of trade 
that Calgary forgot about the internal 
elevator, and the fault of the city 
for not handing over Mewata Park to 
Col. Hughes that Edmonton will get a 
drill hall before Calgary Is so favored.

Sidewalk Sketches
By Honrd /1* Bean

RAILWAY DISCRIMINATION
extravagance.

Extravagance is the habit of living a 
table d’ hote life on a lunch counter in­
come.

This habit is usually caused by a de­
sire to be in that locality known as 
the swim. The swim is a place where 
wem-en begin to send the washing out 
at the same time that “their husbands 
begin to overdraw at the bank. In 
ordér to get in the swim and stay there 
some people show no respect for the 
feelings of a bank or for any of their 
wives’ relatives, and soon create the 
seductive undertow known as insol­
vency.

No two peoolp are extravagant in the 
same spot. One family will go without 
New Orleans sorghum on their pan­
cakes in order to ride seven times in 
succession on the P'erris wheel at the 
Electric park. Another family will buy 
meat three times a day and garnish it 
w’ith real butter and bona fide eggs, 
and then go without anything in the 
library but an inherited edition of Pil­
grim’s Progress and a copy of the 
Ready Letter Writer Many à man is 
scooting around the country in a six- 
cylinder automobile which eats up a 
quart of 25-cent gasoline every time 
the wheels go round, and then econ­
omizes by working his children 14 
hours a day in the berry patch.

Men are more extravagant than wo­
men, that is, than most women. When­
ever you find a man who complains 
that his wife is ruining him by her 
extravagance, the chances are that he 
will have his chiffonier crowded to the 
gunwales with purple neckties, $4 
madras shirts and thread-si Ik .hose 
that are good for two days of t>ard 
wear. A man will think nothing of 
investing $1,950 in a self-starting run­
about with tires which cost more than 

. . M . ia Jersey cow, but if his wife turnsxin
such a resolution the railway commission would a hat bill of $2275 for the entire sea-
surely act. But without such resolution there is,tSdelnd'vast** "wi! paU^oi^gioom 
a possibility of delay, as there has been delay for ovf,.r the evening met’

The Western Conservatives who voted in favor 
of rate discrimination against Western Canada j 
and the newspapers which are excusing them, say 
that the railway commission will do what Mr. 
Maclean and others asked the Dominion to 
do, and will do it much better. But
that discrimination has always existed. The 
railway commission has been in existence for seven 
or eight years and has not corrected that abuse, 
[n his address in parliament Mr- Maclean said : 
“I have no faith, nor has The Winnipeg Free 
Press faith, in any general relief coming from the 
board of railway commissioners. They are en­
gaged in examining 230,000 individual tariff rates. 
They are taking months to do so, and they will 
take months more. If they do anything this year, 
all they will give will be small measure of relief. 
Parliament ought to come to the assistance of the 
railway commission and declare that there should
be equality as between East and West........ The
railway policy of the country is not to be framed 
up by the board of railway comissioners. The 
jurisdiction is in parliament and parliament ought 
to lay down this principle of equality in treat­
ment”

And that is all very reasonable. Fortified by

Golf and Outing
SHOES

A Specialty With “The Bay”
5K any old-time, experienced 

golfer who has tramped the 
links many times each sea­

son, and‘he will tell you that there 
are special shoes made for golfing, 
good, bad and indifferent. He will 
also tell you that the proper shoes 
who’ll golfing is half the pleasure of 
the game. We have selected only 
those makes that have been proved 
and tested to be the best procur­
able. See them.
FOR MEN-—Famous English “K” Brogans, 

in tan and black ; white buckihigh shoes; 
brown calf low shoes, rubber soles, and a 
full line of canvas shoes with rubber soles. 
All sizes.

FOR LADIES—Ladies’ Golf Shoes, in tan 
Russia calf, rubber soles; low shoes, in 
tan calf, rubber soles ; white buck high 
shoes. The best qualities and in all sizes.

Carpets and Linoleums Specially 
Priced at 50c a Yard

Choose floor coverings of either carpet or linoleum for the rooms that re­
quire it, and at considerably less than the usual prices asked. Here are two 
lines we have put out for complete clearance today and a sale, we believe, that 
will be answered by a hearty response by thrifty housekeepers
TAPESTRY CARPET—800 yards in a good ‘ 

quality carpet, and in a number of patterns 
to select from ; suitable for any room. Bring 
the exact size of your room. These are car­
pets which sell in the regular way up Kftp 
as high as 85c a yard. Today ...... uUI*

SCOTCH LINOLÉUM—This is a quality we 
very rarely offer at a reduction, as the reg-

A

the past seven or eight 3 cars.
And Mr. Bennett voted against this declaration 

vhich would be of such assistance to the people 
)f Western Canada.

Extravagance is a good thing when 
it is aimed at people who need hole- 
proof underwear and whole-wheat j 
flour more than they -do the sympa - i 
thetic tear.

The max :ng picture theatre is q I 
Diace of ciiteiit.auinient where people.,!1

Only One Genuine Harris English Wiltshire Bacon
There arc other So-called Wiltshire bacons, but only one genuine Harris’ 

Wiltshire bacon, famous for its excellency of flavor the world over. It is so 
vastly superior to the usual run that particular people will appreciate it to the 
full as soon as they, try if. Harris’ choice cuts Y\ lltshire Bacon.
Per pound . ............................... •........................................................................

ular price is representative of splendid 
value. It is an extra heavy block printed 
Scotch Linoleum, especially prepared for 
hard wear in kitchens, halls, public rooms, 
etc., and comes direct from the famous 
Kitkcaldy mills. Our tegular price for this 
linoleum is the best value on the mar- jjg
ket at 6oc a square yard. Today ..

A Radiance of Pretty Sunshades
Never has woman’s wish been more carefully con­

sidered than in the making of these lovely parasols. The 
best word we can tell about them in print is that every 
lady’s summer outfit has emphatic need of one of these 
delightful creations for slimmer service.

Ladies of taste will be delighted with the elegance 
of the showing, the finest this store lias had in many a 
season.

They come in all silk in plain colors of navy, green, 
cerise, red and black ; rich Dresden and Bulgarian color 
ings, colored borders. An almost endless variety in both 
the Indian and mushroom shapes, long directoire handles 
and strong steel frames. Prices ... $1.65 to $10.25

The new “En-tout-cas,” the new parasol for sun- 
shinè and rain. Comes in beautiful shades of violet, 
green, brown and navy, long directoire handles. Price $4

Children’s Parasols in a profusion of colors, in both 
silk and cotton. Priced..............................50^ to $1.50


