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" GlLLOTINE

“Peasant Found Guilty of Mur-
dering His Children.

KILLED FIVE OF HIS FAMILY

?

Surviving Child Pleaded for the Life
of Her Father Though She Barely
Kscaped Losiug Her Lite—Real-
fsm Too Hourrible for the Stage—
An Kxtraordinary Judge.

Chartres, Dec. 80.—Aftera week’s
trial, whicn hae attracted the at-
tention of the whole of France,
Brierre, tife farmer of this vicinlty,
who, April 21st, murdered fcur of his
daughters, aged respectively 14,

‘=M, b, and 4, and his son, 7 yeare of
age, stabbuig and bealing them to
deay withe they were in bed, was
foulid guilty to-day, and was con-
demnea 1w be decapitated by the
guillotine. Brlere persisited in  de-
claring himsell innocent, and defend-
ed hiwmsetl with the habitual cunning
of the French peasant. But the cir-
comstantial evidence was overwhelm-

g
A pathetic incident of the trial
occurred when Briere's surviving lit-
tle daughter, who, the police declare,
only escaped the fate of the other
children by not responding to Briere's
invitation to go to see him, went on
the witness stand sobbingly, and
protested that her father was in-
nceent, and begged the court to.re-
atore him to her.
An Extraordinary Judge.
This is the first time a man has
deen tried m France for murdering
Lhis five litile chiidren, beglaning
with the eiwaest, by successiveiy cui-
ting their wroats while sleeping, in
oruer, as the Judge hiumsell proclaims,
10 murry Lis midiress, 4 woman ol
repuited wealih, whbo did not waat
to wed a man with a family. Brierre,
the wccused, is a haru-neaded, re-
weul peasant, the owoer ol a small
A near the pelarosque Village of
ance He cmpliatically deciares
his iunocence, stadng that he is the
victim of e hatred of his towns-
fouk, who, at the instigation oi an-
other peasant, oune Luoin, the father
of the wuman he wanted Lo marry —
the man wuom he accuses i being
the real murdaerer of “his live chilareu

stained blade of a plough with which

) } —conceuled wm his stable the blood-

the crime was commitied, and placed
olter biood-siained objects oa ihe
ipremises, thereby providiug a chain
of circumstantial evidence.

Tue Juuge relusea wo allow the jur-
ors Lo examime the premises where
the crime was commicted, and con-
ducts tue trial as ii ne were a pro-
secpling attorney, working tooth
and nait to bring home Lo tne accused
one ol the most inhuman crimes
heard of sincé Meuea of Colcnis
slaughteredihe cuildren she bore to
Jasou.

{nis  extraordingury Judge, whose
method would under almost any other
Juuicial procedure than that of Frane2
furnish grounds for a new  trial,
broke forth in angry expletives, say-
ing: “This is how this murderer en-
teced the room ; this is the way he
cut his children’s throats. If you
doa’t bélieve it, why, I do; and that
is enough for you to convict him.”
And again: *Oh, oh! Your pretended
robbers only wounded you, and did
nol kill you. Well, had I'been in their
placepd would not have missed kiliing
you. you-ifiay feel sure of that.”
Strange to say, the conduct of the
Judge chused great delight among
the townsfolk of the accused, and
when counsel for the defence objected
to the ruling of the bench, and ob-
gerved that his client had a right to
express his Indignation and that he
wept each time that his dead children
were spoken of, the audience in the
courtl house began to yell with fury
at the prisoner, shouting, “Kill him,
kill him.” And a venerable, mild-man-
mnered gentleman with white mous-
tache called out, “Enough, enough.
Let him be guillotined right away.”
Judge Belav smiled, ramg his bell, and
finally restored order, and the trial
was continued in the stuffy httle
colirt house within a fstone’s throw
of Chartres Cathedral.!

A Ghastly Scene.

A brief virit yesterday to Char-
tres, which is only two hours by
_rail from. Paris, showe:d one of the
mos. graesome and tragic features
of French criminal procedure.
Brierre, the prisoner accused of mur-
dering his five children, was led
from the court-room and stripped;
fn an anteroom they reclothed him
with all the garments which he
wore when found lying helpless in
his farmyard the day after the
crime. The wretched man was
brought, with tears in his eyes,
before the bench in  Dblouse, shirt,
and trousers, all besmeared with
dried and crystallized blood, while
Dr. Dudefoy and other chemical ex-
perts, raised his arms, bared his
sleeves, and disclosed his blool-
stained undershirt. Atlast the judize
himself walked down from the bench,
got on his knees before the prisorer
and began fingering him all over

and pointing out to the jury what |

stains were, in the opinon of ex-
perts, those caused by the blood of

his dead children, and thosz which

werre supposed to have been made

by his own blood in defending h m-'

sell from his alleged assassin,

The scene was so apnalling that !
D!
dramate |

an eminent Parisian

oritic remarked: *Good heavens!

this is too frizhtful! It such o |

scene were put on the stage of the
theatre no Parisian auwlience would
stand 1t.”

Chamber of Horrors.,

The make matters still more lucu-
brious, a larze table stool in  the
court-room, upon which were lis-
played, as in a chamber of horrors
of some dime muascumm, the blade of
a plough, with which the julge de-
¢lares the prisoner cut his  chill-
ran’s throats; aal the huze mallet
with waizh he is chargel with hav-
hg beaten oul their brains. Both

were - splattered with hl‘)od and
E:.lf .3110 on th.i’ , table w‘era blood-

alned pleces of wrapping paper
and other stage properties of this
extraordinary crime. Y

The expert evidence, as usual, was
negative, but still created doubt in
favor of the aceused, which in af
American court the prisoner’scoun-
sel would have been able to turn
to his client’s advantage. Not so,
however, at the Chartres Assizes.

FARMERS' HOUSE BURNED,

Four Persons Lost Their Lives
in the Flames.

AN OVERHEATED KITCHEN STOVE

Dubols, Pa., Dec. 30.—Word reached

that occurred about three miles from
Summerville, Jefferson county, yes-
terday morning. The home of John
Ashbaugh, a farmer, was destroyed
by fire and four persons were burned
10 death. One other is burned in
such a manner that recovery is very
doubtful, and four others are seri-
ouely burned and ‘njured.

The dead are:

Wullinm Ashoaugh, 22 years of age,
& brouier oi ithe owner of the Ash-
vaugn home.

Mapel Ashbaugh, a
daugater.

Harry Ashbaugh, a 1Q-year-old son.

Jumes Ashbaugh, a Y-year-old sou.
that recovery is doubtful.

Mrs. Ashbaugh, severely burned;
leg broken, ang injured internaily by
Jumping Irom a second-story window.

Joun Ashbaugh, the husvand and
father, severcly burned and sulfering
irom exposure.

Two young chiliren painiully burn-

12-year-old

The affair happened at an early
hour in the morning, and the fire
was undoubtedly caused by an over-
heated stove. ’

Mr. Ashbaugh got up in the morn-
ing, repienisied the fuel 1n the kitch-
en stove aad then went back to bed.

terwards by smoke

room he occup.ed, and he

lower part o1 the house g

ran through the house

ed everyone, and then ma

outside witn his two sm

dren. Ye hurried back and

for his wife, brother

dren, who were still

He succeeded in reaching a room that
llad been occupied by the children,
but only one, the 8-year-old boy,
Herman, was there.

He, could hear the screams of the
four others in a room across the
hall, where it is supposed they were
lured in their bewilderment, sup-
posing it to be a way out of the
house, Mr. Ashbaugh could not en-
ter the room. The flames were 8o
fierce he was compelled to fight his
way from the house. Meantime Mrs.
Ashbaugh had jumped from an upper
story window, ani was lying on the
ground, withy a brokea leg, andsuf-
fering from internal injuries and
burns.

Mr. Ashbaugh dragged his wife
and the three children furtheér away
from the burning house, the walls
of which were now falling in. He
carried bundles of hay, straw and
feed sacks from the barn, with which
he wrapped them up. Then tying his
own feet, which were badly burned
and cut, in sacks, and with nothing
on but his right clothes, and they
having been partly Furned off him,
he ran over a mile through the snow
and zero weather to the homes of
neighbors and gave the alarm.

GIAL STUDENT ~ BURNCD.

Put Alcohol on Her Body and
Set Fire to it.

Philadelphia, Dec. 30.—Miss Lillian
Vickers, a student at Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, met deatih in a horrible form
yesterday. @She covered her nude
body with alcohol anoe was burned
to death before the eyes ol a number
of her companions. Whother the gl
was mentally unsound and set fire to
herseli or wheuive the aleohol was
ignited accidentaliy, is not konown.

The girl 8 rovmmace suil that Miss
Vickers arose about o oclock and
wene into the bath-room, which was
near their apariment. Half an hour
later she raa ouc mto che corridor
all aflame, sereammmg for help and
crying lrom paia. Soveral swudents
threw blaukets over her, buat  the
fiames concinued to burn, and she fell
Medaical assistance was summoned,
buit her body wias charred alt over
and it was impossible to save her,
Siae died in aive hours without re-
gaining consciousness.

I is said at the coilege that Miss
Vickers has recendy had an idea that
she was sufferingg from liprosy. Her
friends trled to dispel the idea from
her mind, but ~h* persisted that she
was a vietim of the discase, and tried
many rcmeaics for it. A few days
ago she said she had been told that
to wash the cntire bx in alcohol
{ would eifeet a cure. I is not known
whether she had appl od the spirits
;bnforn to<lay, bui after the necident
abo:tl paitiy f1ed with &1z hol was

room. anl how th: alioiio! enught fire
i Is o mystery. v by one of
the students
have set fire
ately with th» i

» nleohol del'ler-
ntion of ending
r lif> or of burninz out the dis-
ease, This th ory tho anthor-
I'ies do not b l'eve, The you woman
twas aboui nnetien yvears o'd, and
kad been at Bean Mawr nearly three
s. Hor home was in Los Ang B
t | s n br'wh ‘rl, with jolly
dispo-sition. an1 an exccllont stadent,
Mrs. Duffy. o respeetod rosident of
Pitt b rg Township n-oar Kingston,
who lived alone waz found dead in
b~1 by a neigibor. She was aged
65 years. Doath was due to natar-
41 eauses.

Lhera to-day of a terrible holocaust.

found in the bath-roo i
Tiere was no lizch n the bath-

kers may !

WITCHERNFT,

Chicago Woman Said - God
- Would Send Defence,

AND A LAWYER APPEARED.

Neighbors Sny She is a Witch—She

. Breaks Down and Tetls of Her

Struggles for Her Family—Hyp-
notism in the Case.

Chicago, Dec. 30.—Because she had
prayed for assistance in her trouble
Mrs. Helen Roth, 1911 Cortez street,
says Attorney Miles J. Devine was
sent by the Lord to the Court of
Justice James Dooley to defend her
against the charges of witchcraft
brought by her neighbors.

The scene, a dramatic one, occur-
red in the Court of Justice James Doo-
ley yesterday afternoon. On the
benches sat almost a dozen wit-
nesses who had sworn that the de-
fendant had attempted to hypnotize
them. Weird tales of witcicraft,
hypootisim and other mysterious
things were told His Honor by the
witnesses.

“I am a defenseless woman,” the
vietim pleaded when the case against
her was called. “I have no witnesses
to speak for me.”

“Have you not even a lawyer to
appear for you?” asked His Honor
in a kindly tone of voice.

Put Faith in tue Lord,

“I have nobody but the good Lord
to help me,” answered the defend-
ant. He is with me at all 'times. He
will send somebody here to help me.
I have prayed to Him to the near me
and to assist me and I know He wiil
not fail.”

She had hardly finished her state-

ent wlhen Attorney Devine walked

o the courtroom, being interested
another case.
Ah, my prayer has been answer-

** declared Mrs. Roth. * The Lord
as sent my protegtor already.”

Then the woman approached At-
torney Devine and declared that it
was the Lord’s wish that he appear
as her counsel without any pay or
compensation.

Attorney Devine gazed in surprise
at the pale, careworn-appearing wo-
man before him. Suddenly he was
seen to throw off his overcoat and
a moment later the ex-city attorney
announced that he was there to de-
fend Mrs. Roth.

Say She 1s a Witch.

Then began a further effort to
convince Justice Dooley ‘that Mrs.
Roih wair possessed of extraordinary
hypnotic powers, and that her weird
practices had thrown her neighbors
into a state of intense fear and
excitement.

Mrs. Roth iook the stand in her
own behalf. She told of her strug-
gles to bring up her family of chil-
dren. !

‘I have sicod uvn the cold street
corners for hours,” she sald, ‘selling
flowers so that T could brizng up my
children and provide for them a
Lome. I am at the present time
paying off monthly dues on my home,
and as the result of my present trou-
ble I have been ordered to leave my
home.”

At this point the woman broke down
and wept several minutes despite the
efforts of a representative of the
Woman’s Protective Association. to
comfort her.

“I am not a crazy woman Neither
am I insan» nor a witch, as these
women would have the court believe,”
said the defendant. “I was born in
Germany, and my father was a
colonel in the Germany army. i was
nurse in several hospitals in Holland
for years, and a successful one. I am
familiar with hypnotism and know

this science which puzzle my neigh-
bors and make them believe I am a
witeh. In their ignorance they mis-
construed my efforts to benefit them
and have brought disgrace upon my-
sell and family.”

Attorney Device made an carnest
plea that defendant, complainants
and witnesses all shaike hands. Mrs.

wwer. refused, saying she feared the
voman, and the ease was finally con-
tinued ten days with the understand-
ing that Mrs. Roth eonfine her hyp-
notic eiforts to her own family.

!umw{ﬂﬂ_ﬂﬂu FIaE.

Strange Disaster to an Elec-
" tric Train in a Tunnel,

SEVERAL INJURED—NONE KILLED

Liverpooi, Liea. HL.—A terrible dis-
i aster ovccurred this evening on the
overhead eleetric rallway. A train of
! three cars was  approaching  the
southern terminus av Pingle Station.
1t 18 anderstood that it had unloaded
N major /ol its passengers at the
Hereulaeam dock, which is the pre-
ceding stution. It is now stated that
I the mowor of th rear ewr failed in its
| fusing m-chanism. firing the wceod-
work of The ear. Th» strong air cur-
rent through the tunne , whizh is a
fifth of & m I lonz, caus»i (he entire
train to cate on i { 53
the thous:n o) pilai
eloepers, and {i * » lur
dense nltianeousty
) inl Dingle
1ad with

ing his c¢.»

the aeeident

and tricd to
out by the rmake
som~ of the pacs
running.

honv to use it. It is the mysteries of |

The fire brigade is floodini the tun-
nel from both ends. ‘

The Times’ Liverpool correspond-
ent says it Is believed that all the
passengers escaped through the sta-
tion, except two, who were taken to
a hospital. They were severely, but
not dangerously, burned. About five
others were slightly burned. . The
motormain, who was severely burned,
was also taken to a hospital. The
train was complately destroyed.

RTINS NATALSTRENGTH

Opinion of Clover, Naval
~Attache at London.

WAS NEVER MORE EFFICIENT.

Washingtoas Dec. 30.—In an inter-
view this eveniag Commander Rich-
ardson Clover, naval attache at the
American embassy in London, who
is here on leave of absence, declared
that the naval forces of Great Brit-
ain are in a far more effective and
efficient condition than the Contin-
ental Powers believe, and that never
in her naval development has Brit-
ain bsen stronger on the seas. Re-
cent torpedo boat accidents have
made little impression in British
naval ecircles, he declares, and their
programme calls for the continued
advance of the highest class of boats
of the swiftest possible speed. Com-
mander Clover added: °

“The naval force that Great Brit-
ain is capable of exerting is equal to-
day to that of any three Continental
Powers and was never in a more
efficient condition. / The British ser-
vice has been severely criticised, but
much of this criticism as to its effi-
ciency is due to a policy of the
Naval League and the press to de-
preciate in the mind of the public
Britain’s strength, in order that
large appropriations may be secured
for expanding the mavy and to con-
tinue the policy of maintaining it
equal ®o that- of the combined
strength of any two world Powers.
The policy in Britain seems to bz to
impress the public with the weak-
ness rather than the strength of the
British service, with a view to se-
curing additional ships through mis-
apprehension in the public mind that
the force is not keeping pace with
its importance to the nation.

“Here our policy seems to be to
overestimate rather than underesti-
mate our naval strength, which is
not right. The people here seem im-
pressed with the strength of the
navy, espeecially since the Spanish-
American War, when actually bet-
ter results might be obtained before
Congress were the impression con-
veyed that we are not so strong.
Abroad the United States is reckon-
ed as the seventh naval power, be-
ing outranked by all the Continental
navies, including Italy. But this
view ig not accepted in the United
States, and figures of ships bnilding
and tonnage indicate that the United
States Is now either fifth or tied with
Germany for fourth place, outranked
bv Great Britain, France and Russia.
Germany, however, has a more ex-
tensive programme of increase than
the United States and will probably
lead us in a few years at her pre-
sent rate of building unless liberal
appropriations are msade here for
naval development. Shzp for ship the
new vessels of our navy equal in
every respect those of the foreign
services, but we have comparative-
ly few. Abroad the United States,
while, of course, reckoned as a naval
power, cannot be said to be counted
in any combinations that nations
might make against others. The
Spanish war. did much to enhance
our standing before European na-
val powers, but we are still regard-
ed as entitled to no higher rank than

| seventh place, which would place us

nearly slongside «f Japan.
“Britain to-day Is stronger than
any two of the most powerful contin-
ental Powers, and stronger than
these with another power included.
She has 80,000 men afloat, and, al-
though her naval reserve is not so
strong and perhaps well drilled as

. that of France, the real strength of

her personnel is in the trained, dis-
ciplined men afloat, whn are being
constantly Increased. Her channel
fleet is a magnificent aggregajtion
of fighting force, coastantl ept at
se1r and ready for any assignment.
The ships are always in excellent

condition, and reports of weaknesses |
without the|

and rottenness are
slightest semblance of truth. These

| reports are circulated by the Naval|
Le:gue, an organization . for the !
upbuilding «f the British navy, with
: branches thrcughout the British Is-
K. Donovan, the complainant, how- .

lands. In fact, the admiralty will of-
ten refuse to officinlly deny state-
ments of reported defects in the Bri-
tish navy, and rather encourages a

feeling of deprecintion of its strength i

than magnifying it.

ELDER SONS AT CORONATION.

fathers Must be Dukes to Kntitle
‘Them to Carry King’s Train.

London, Dec. 30.—There is a cer-
tain amount of curiosity to know
who will be the elder sons to carry
the King's train at the coronation.

1hey should be elder sons of
dukes, and will most probably be
Lord Eustgn, elder son of the Duke
of Grafton; Lord Tavistock, son of
the Duke of Bedford; Lord Percy,
son of tiie Duke of Northumbt rlzrl(ﬁl;

! Lord Dalkeith; son of the Duke of

DBuceleueh; and Lord Hamilton, son
of the Duke of Abeorcorn.

These are all of this rank at pre-
sent in England, Lorl Douro and
Lord Tullibardine Dbeiazg in
Africa with their rez mo@nts.

Lor:l Granby, son of the Duke of
Rutland, is not eligible, as he wNts
i e House of Lords as Lord Had-

the present cres are not home |
- June it is possible that som:of |

e elder sons of marquises wiil be
osell In their places.

“The Berlin correspondcnt  of the
London Standard learns  that Ger-

m:any is apoat to despateh an nltima- |

tim to Veneziela. Unless Venes
cam>;s to a inite
tor: arrane 1t with

erciditors within a very short thue, !

the correspon says, 1 German
Government wil! he preparcd to re-
sort to forc'bic wmcasures.

- Fol'owing the sacerdotal procession

South |

| of ih¢

| not scparated from a0

CHRISTMAS N -
- THE HOLY LAND.

How the Day Was. Spent in
Bethlehem.

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY.

Scene of, a Wonderful Gathering to
Honor the Day—Order of the Pro-
cession and Services—Many Altars
Occupied.

New York, Dec. 3L—The World
prints a cablegram from Bethlehem,
showing the manner in which Christ-
mas eve and Christmas day were
this year celebrated in the Holy Land.

According to tne despatch from
Bethlehem the sky was clear and
the air clLilly on the day before Christ-
mas. At an early hour crowds com-
menced to stream in from Jerusalem
and all the neighboring towns. Many
travelled from Europe, some
even from America. The Euro-
pean c®stumes mingled with  the
uright orieatal dresses made the
sceme varied and vivid with colors,
while in the throng were seen mauy
Bethlehem women.

At the Chureh of Nativity at Beth-
letiem, the Latins, Greeks and Ar-
menwan® eachs have a place ou wor-

H the ceremonies which at-

tnolic Church. Throughout the
morning crowds flocked to ithe mag-
nilicent Church of the Natlvity iu-
closing the cave, believed by scholars
to be the actual birtiplace of Christ.
It was brilliantly illuminated.
During the foremoon a multitude of
people crowded the greéat square
fronting the Church of ithe Nativity,
covering the housetops on every side.
The procession then appeared, the
patriarch escorted by Turkish sol-
diers. preceded by the Kawassesv or
official guard of the Patriarch and
convent, advancing to the church.

came that of the French Consul and
bis staff, in uniform, with an escort
of mounted guards, he taking pre-
cedence as representing France, the
recognized guardian of Catholic in-
terests In the Holy Land. Following
his entry into the church came the
beautilur service of vespers anc the
benediction. Throughout the evening
the church was well filled with
crowds of worshippers.

At 11 o’clock 'majtinse were sung,
and a few minutes before midnight
ull was hushed. Then on the stroke
of the hour the *‘Gloria’ arose—all
in proiound adoration to usher in
Christmas morning. Immediately af-
terward the Patriarch ascended the
high altar and began to celebrate
high mass. Thenceforward through-
out Christmas day every altar in the
pacred cdifice was ozcupi>d by prie.ts
suying masses. Many devotees who
took their places at 10 o’clock on
Chrietmas eve kept their vigils till
11 o'clock on Christmas day, anxious
not to mise one mument of the cere-
monies on the site of the birthplace
of Christ.

GEAMAN SLAVERY IN AFRICA

Paving the Way for its Total
Abolition.

SLAVES MAY BUY FREEDOM.
Berlin, Dec. 8L.—The text of anIm-

peraul ewlce uealing Wil Lne qgues-
Ltioa oi domestic slavery in Germau
kast Africa bas been published.

1n order Lo pave the way lor the
anoldon 0 aemesiie slaveary i Ger-
man kast Africa, i is adccreed that
wie fodowiag reguiations shali be 1n-
cluded m e code:

“wveitier by saie of a man’s  sell,
no.s vy sale cifected by relaiions, nor
“s paynieat jor debt or fuiflimieat ol
oicr velygadoas, nor as pudisument
100 adulecry shail a relaticasnip of
slavery be nenceiorward estabisned.

‘every domestic slave Is empow-
ered Lo termnate his state of slavery
by payment ol a sum ol money lior
his reaempilion. The amount ol this
sum shall be dceided by the com-
peient administrative authorities.

“Kvery slave wuo has paid the

effect the liberation of the

and ln suck: cases The for

shall not have aay clalm tol
sation. T A ek, \

< “Offences agalast tho prov
the edictshall be publishe
finc not exceeding 500 Fupées |
imprisonmeat for a period né
céeding three months, except.in
cases where a heavier penalty 1l
curred by virtue of other law.”

MRS, DRUCE LOSES ¢

The . Duke of Portland
Now Rest Easy.

| issuing a certificate of em:;'

REJECTED BY PROBATE CC

London, Dec. 80.—Another cla
a British peerage and dukedol
ccllapsed. The case of Mrs. Flo
Anna Maria Druce, affecting rela
ly the tEle and estates of the
Duke of Poriland, has just been
tled in the Probate Court.

After a trial lasting several ¢
before Justice Barnes and a sp
jury, the finding was ofiicially 1
that Thomas Charles Druce died
28, 1864. Inferentiully, the ve.
carries with it the declaration
bDruce was cot and could not L

been the fifth Duke of Fortland.
Loses Lolh igiis.

Though the estate of Druce w:
also al stake, it is considered of
tle importance when taken in
nection wich th: coni.s. o thy L.
by the Jury's auuing Jhe \nh‘umue
by Druce ia 1869, aund a codicu\writ-
ten in 1864, are aeclared vaiid "Thus
the plaintur loses the right to claim
for her son both the coveted tivle of
nobiiity and the Druce propertyi

Not a lew greaut fumulies in /Eng-
land breathe casier over the resuilt,
for the connpctions of the Duke of
Portland are so many anu so iuf,uen-
tial that the trial had ram.iica.iions
throughout the kinguom. Tuouagh a
threur has been made ithat thi: case
wilf yet go to the House of i.ords
for final decis.on, no one believes the
result wili be otherwise than in the
Probate Court.

Throughout the trial Mrs. Druce
acted in aa extremely eccentrie
manner, and she has left the lnpres-
sion that her miod is unbalanced ;
but, then, her irie:ixds and support-
ers say that her domestic troudles
and, her legal coulests and dis¥p-
pointments have been suilicient to
render erratic tlhe average human
anderstanding.

The claims set forth by Mrs. Druce
are the most seansational that were
ever given publicity in England. She
is the widow of the illegitimate son of
Thomas Charles Druce, who kept a
large bazaar in Baker stree
don. This store
withh underground passage
Druce frequented: At times would
not be seen for weeks, a then
would &addenly emerge %o his
counting-room and resum¢ bugsiness
as if he had been abseat for only
an hour.

Prying Kyes Shut Out.

About the same period the (fifth
Duke of Portland lived in baronial
spiendor at Welbeck Abbey, aadat
times occupied his town house ia
London. 't'he latter place was sur-
rounued by high wais that effec-
tively shut out piying eyes into
his movemenis. but things were
different at Welbeck. There the
eccentric nobleman had constructed
subterranean passages, maze-like ia
character, and it was his custom to
disappear and reappear in a mys-
terious way.

In fact it is the claim of Mrs. Druce
that the Duke left Welbeck Abbey to
become plain Mr. Druce in the Baker
street establishment, and that when
His Grace grew weary of trade he
retraced his steps to his country
home, warshed off the stalns and
stigma ‘of commerce, and—presto,
change! became again the high and
mighty Duke of Portland.

The Dake died Dec. 6, 1879, and was
succeeded In title and estates by a
distant relative, but as Druce, the
merchant, had expired rome years
earlier—or, acrording to the deeirion
just rendered by Justice Barnes, Dec.
28, 1§61 —Mrs. Druce asserts that the
shopman simply abandoned the mer-
cantile house forever and remained
Duke the rest of his days.

His Grace was buried in Kensal
Greem, and Mrs. Druce alleges that
there is nothing but lead pipe in his
coffin. She once got a permit to have
the sarcophagus opened, but another
lega! barrier was rais=d, anl it is now
improvatl» that th> cu'tl le worl 1 will
ever know. what that tomb containe.

While the Probate Court decicion
has failed to raise the veil that cov-
ers 4 mysterious double life, and

ran:oii appoinied shall receive a cer-
tificaic o1 emancipation from the au-
thorites.

‘very comestic slave must be per- |
mitted to .. .k for himsell during
Lwo, days ia the week, or Lo use for
his own purposes the correspouding |
proceeds of nis labor. In &0 far as
existing custom is in this respect
more favorable to the slave, it shall
coiitinue in force. In tLhis matter, as
well as in all other differences be-
tween master and domestic slave, the
decision shall lie witn the competent
authorittes.

“The master of a domestic slave
is under obligatioa to maintain him
and provide for him ‘in old age and
in sickness. This obligation is not
cancelled by emancipation. granted
during the period of old age or sick- !
noss, . i

“The transfer of the rights oi owa-
crship can be accomplished only with
the consent of the slave, and belorge
the competent tfuathorities, upon
whose assent it shall be depeadent.
Before according sveh coaseni, th
autlor chall,  besides dinx
othor poiats which may appear iy
woriant, carcinly test the lecolity
own:r-h'p, and shall take heed
thint mo mbers of the same fam‘ly be
another
without throir coasent.

“The rizhis of ownersh'p shall b

i foricited in tie event of the owno e’y
fcommilt ng anv grave Lreach of hik

duty towar i his slave. Tho compo-
tent authorit chall ofi = ally on
quire into ca of vintation of duty
whith  ecome to  thoir  ipowlode
and are in such cases entitled t(i

'

wi ~2gres of people in England be-

! lirve that the Baker street merchant

and the ecceentric nobleman of Wel-
heck were one amd the same person,
it is'certain that Mrs. Druce’s sailor
ron will now never be declared the
rightful heir to the great Dukedom
of Portland.

.DIED ON BURNING STEAMER.

Several Lives Lostin Flre Started by
KFurnace Spark.

Memphis, Tenx., Dee. 31.—The stera

wheel steamer San, plying between

this port and Fuiton, Ten:n., burped

i to the water's edge at 5 o'cloek to-

day, at her moorings at the wharl
on the ¢ity froat.

The boat arrived from 'ulton about
midnighe last night with fiiicen pas-
scngers, { of whom werce asléep on

 board whoen the fire broke out.

Of these three are knowa wo be lost,
D. H. Rainey aand wite, of Old River,
Tena., and Mrs., G #, of Rich-
ardson, Lan ing i

remains - have
tiie wreck. The

hild of Mrs. Tims i
selieved that ali the othis
toar.l o od. Tee lire
va plle of sced coiton

Adock, and probably wa

park from the foin $
Wi vaine 00 0. ant wi
hal! in<vr ArZo was
destroyed,

totally

e \
The action by the Town of Guoeriely

against the Elevator Compuay was

settled at Woodstock Assizes.
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