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‘An {nfantry Attack on 203-Metre Hill, |

Where 12,500 Men Were Lost by the

Two Armies, .
_B_y_ 2 !npnnen Artist,

-~

By Henry M. Snevily.

g OUTH AFRICA,
politicians and mxh-
tary experts say, is
the keystone of the
& British Empire. Aty
one stage of the
Boer war Lady-
smith was the key-
stone of South
Africa, and when
that defenceless
town was besieged
the BEmpire tottered.
Ladysmith was
eventually relieved,
but bad it fallen, according to Sir Ar-
thur Conan Doyle, it would have been
necessary to reconquer all of South
Africa. The investment of Ladysmith,
while it fades into insignificance so far
as magnitude of gperations is concerned,
might readily have been the most mo-
mentous siege of history had its outcome
been different. It might have marked
the beginning of the disintegration of
the greatest empire the world has
known.

After the battle of Ladysmith, in Octo-
ber, 1899, the detached right wing of the
main British army was driven into Lady-
smith, a town situated in a bow shaped
valley surrounded by concentric circles
of hills. For some reason upon which
military critics have not been able to]
agree, the British did not fortify the
outer rim of hills, probably because the
circumference was about fourteen miles
and their lines would have been too thin.
The outer hills left unfortified, most of
the inner ridges became untenable, and
the entire force, including ecavalry, was
bottled up in the town, which the Boers,
in their usual slow but certain fashion,
began to invest.

Sir George White, the commanding
Jritish general, realizing that Ladysmith
if held would block the sweep of the Boer
forces to the south, seemed content to
hold the town if he could.

Before the bombardment began General
Joubert allowed a!l non-combatants to
be removed to the neutral camp Intombi,
but the majority of able bodied men of
the town declined to take advantage of |
this, preferring to render what assistance |
they could to the garrison.

Where the river runs through Lady-
smith it had cut a deep channel, and as
at Vicksburg the inhabitants burrowed
into the steep banks and remained in
their . caves, comparatively  safe from
shell fire or shrapnel, six days a week.
The Boers were a religious people as a
whole, and 'on Sundays the cannonading
invariably ceased and the cave dwellers
went back to their homes for a short day
of respite.

Having surrounded Ladysmith, the
Boers cpparently thought that the Brit-
ish would have no choice but to sur-
render, and the first infantry attacks
were half-hearted affairs, in which only
small bodies of the besieging force toek
part.

On one¢ occasion th. Boer riflemen
made their way by night to within eight
hundred yards of the trenches of the
Sixtieth Manchester on Wagon Hill
The British made ready to repel an
attack, but the Boers seemed unwilling
to leave ‘their shallow cover and re-
mained all day exposed to the rifle fire
of the Sixtieth Manchester and the
shrapnel of the Forty-second battery, re-
tiring at night after sustaining heavy
losses. The British killed and wounded
totalled thirty.

General Joubert soon realized that his
most potent allies were starvation and
digease, 80 he contented himself with]
strengthening his trenches sbout the

town and bombarding continuously.

On the night of Décember 8 under
Generals Hunter,
ston, a picked body. of colonial troops
made a sortie on Gun Hill, drove the
Boers away from their battery Jong
enough to blow up a Creusot anq a
howitzer with guncotton, and retired into
Ladysmith with a captured Maxim, los-
ing but one man.

Considerable feeling was evinced by
the regulars over the selection of col-
onial troops for this enterprise, and ac-
cordingly three days later another sor-
tie was made with regular troops and
another - battery destroyed, although
owing to a delay in the explosion of the
guncotton a number of men were lost.

Throughiout the siege the troops and
inhabitants of" Ladysmith had been
_heartened by the sound of Buller's guns,
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which continually promised relief, but
Buller was forced to retire from Colen-
so and even this encouragement was de-
nied the besieged.

On January 6, 1900, the Boers hurled
all their available forces against the
town, and some of the fiercest fighting
of the three years war occurred. Back
and forth ovef the contested ground the
two armies surged, and many a wounded
man unable to rise served as a shield
for an enemy who lay prone behind him
and rested his rifle barrel on the power-
less body.

One Englishman is known to have
been shot six times by his own comrades
irr their attempts to hit a Boer rifleman
who was directing a deadly fire from be-
hind the body.

Although. the assaulting force was
driven off, the siege of Ladysmith was
by no means.at an end, and it was not
until March 3 that Buller’s relief col-
umn arrived. Even horseflesh,
was the staple meat diet, was at an ebb
by then.

As Buller's troops marched into the
town the beleaguered garrison was
drawn up on either side of the road. At
the head of the relief column were the
five surviving officers and a handful of
men of the Irish Fusileers. At this stir-
ring testimony to the cost at which
Ladysmith: had been relieved scores of
the men who had gone unmoved through
the hardships and terrors of the siege
leaned upon their rifles and sobbed pit-
eously,

The siege of Ladysmith endured 118
days, during which it is calculated
16,000 shells fell in the ecity.

A little more than ten years ago Port

| Arthur fell before the science of the

engineers which made effective the feats
of unexcelled bravery that alone could
not have carried the most wonderful
fortification of its day.

In the present war weapons of offence
have so far outstripped devices for de-
fence that Europe's greatest forts are
laid in ruins in a few hours by cannon
empiaced perhaps seven miles from the
barriers they wreck. In the Russo-
Japanese conflict, the last war of great
magnitude, all - the  battering of siege
guns, all the reckless, fiendish charges
of men who wooed death, were not suf-
ficient in themselves to carry.the won-
derful network of defences the Russians
had built. After three costly attempts
at assault the Japanese dug their way
into Port -Arthur, their engineers and
sappers tunnelling under the very para-
pets and blowing them up with dynamite
to make breaches through which the in-
fantry could storm. In the last analysis
steel clashed against steel, and men
fought with hands and with teeth, but it
was the slow engineering process which
put the fighting men of Nippon where
they could use steel and tusk after three
heroic assaults, covered by unprecedented
artillery fire, had failed.

Roughly speaking, the Kwang Tung
peninsula on which Port Arthur is sit-
uated is backed by two concentric ranges
of hills which eurve across the neck of
land from sea to sea. The sky line of
these ridges is broken here and there
by high conical peaks which played an
important part in the siege. The harbor
itself is flanked by hills, and eighteen
miles north of the city the peninsula
narrows to a three-mile strip of land
across which another ridge extends.

With consummate skill the Russian
engineers, who foresaw that the Tsar
would one day have to fight for his foot-
hold on the Dragon’s shores,
structed a system of fortifications adapt-
ed to the natural lay of the land and
which military experts declared could
never be wrested from European soldiers
by any other race of men. So carefully
were the plans of the Port Arthur forts
drawn that, one position being taken
from the enemy, the guns of other po-
sitions could be brought to bear upon it
from the sides or rear, and it was due to
this that thousands of Japaunese found
that warr’ ' - Jeath for which they long.

The terruin before the parapets was
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} is a germ of trith in astrology, as any |
{ student of it can testify.

0 ! s2d ;
ne of the numerous astrologers who are | astrologer can defifiitely state what it

sniooth and devoid of natural cover and
the glacis were steep and bare, so that
machine guns and rifle fire might mow

survived to scramble up them.

The parapets proper were of masonry
so teugh that the mortars and heavy
cannon of the besieging army did not

damage them to any dangerous-extent.
It remaiped for the mimes of the engi-
neers to breach them.

From the inner line of defences eight-
een miles north to the narrowest part of
the peninsula the fortifications extended,
and mazes of barbed wire, often electri-
fied, were strung where they entangled |
hundreds of men while the machine guns |

and shrapnel literally tore ‘them into |

shreds.
A book might be written on the siege
of Port Arthur without going into un-

important details, and no attempt canl
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be made here to describe the operations
step by step. Briefly, the Russian fleet
was early ‘driveniiito the bharbor and
Port Arthur was ‘elosed by sea.

On June 26 Kenshar and Wai-tou-
shan fell to the Japanese, thus practi-
cally giving them the extreme north line |
of fortifications eighteen miles from -the
city. The Russiabs stubbornly refused |
to leave their defences even after ‘the |
Japanese occupied them, and for three |
days General Stoéssel hurled counterw
attacks against the ridge, succeeding |
only in losing three times as many men

| as had been sacrificed in defending the
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positions against the Japanese assauit.

Early in August the investing .army
took Takushan and Shokushan and the
Russians. were driven into what they
termed their semi-permanent: fortifi-
cations.

So far the Japanese had carried every-
thing by assault. They were flushed
with vietory.  Perhaps, too, they had
come to .somewhat underestimate the
ability of the Russians and the strength
of their works, but it is probable that
the chief reason for the seriés of costly
assaults on the inner works .whicir fol-
lowed was the popular sentiment in
Japan which demanded the fall of/Port
Arthur by the Mikado’s birthday, and
which insisted that the eity must be
carried by storm.

At any rate, on August 19 the first
attempt to carry the ‘semi-permangut

Prophets and the European War.

By Martin Petry. o—

HAT prophecy is a lost art is again
exemplified by the KEuoropean war, \
which was not predicted by a single |

constantly studying the stars. The only
prophet who came anywhere near it was
a young mathematician of Rochester, Mr.
E. L. Johndro, who early in June pre-
dicted that the relations between Aus-
tria, Servia and Russia would be very
much strained in August. He added, how-
ever, that diplomacy would settle the
difficulty and that no real European war
would come until 1918, and would then
lagt three years. ;

Madame Thebes, the much talked of
Parisian -prophet, some time ago said
that this would be a bad year for the
Kaiser and predicted that his death
would oecur on September 29 of this
year, but nothing happenied to the Kaiser
and Madame Thebes announced that she
had made a mistake in her calculation,
and so put the date of his demise in No-
vember of this year. Why or how she
does this is a mystery to any one who
knows anything about astrology.

Some English astrologers after the war
started announced that it would last for
a few-months and that the Allies would
be victorious, German astrologers stated
that Germany would win, and so it goes.
With many of these prophets the wish is
father to the thought,

’
However, despite all this there really

The fault is

| not so much with astrology as with as-

trologers, who often disagree in their

| interpretation of a horoscope just as
| physicians hold different

opinions in
their diagnoses of a case. The difficulty
is that much of the ancient lore regarding
astrology has been lost, and modern
prophets are stumbling about in the
dark hoping again to find the secret.

Ag it is, all that any astrologer can de
is to point out fortunate or unfortunate
periods, and that is all. For instance,
when the ‘malefic Saturn moves to an
inharmonious aspect in an individual's

| chart it is absolntely certain that- it

will‘have a harmful effect—it may bring
illness to' himself, financial' troubles
or have other baneful effects—but no

will be, and any prophet who does so
simply guesses at it. It is the same way
with a benefic planet, which may bring
sudden good fortune, increase in health
and vitality, add to one's prestige, &c.,
&e.

Ag with individuals so with countries.
The zodiacal sign Gemini rules the
United States, and an-evil planet in that
sign has always brought some difficulty
for this country. Since 1912, when
Saturn entered this sign,. the United
States has beer in a delicate pesitien
as regards Mexico, and in 1898 when
Satarn was in Sagittarius, opposing
Gemini, we had the war with Spam
In September Saturn passed out of Gem-
ini and since thén the Mexican question
bas gradaally simmered down.

There are many aspects of the planets
which it is known will positively pro-
duce ' certain mglt.s, but astrology has
not yet risen to that point of efficiency
and perfection where it can be definitely
predicted when and what will take place.
By taking the month an individual is
born in, the disposition, temperament and
general trend of his life can be stated
with reasonable’ certainty, For in-
stance, Leo persons are invariably light-
hearted, luxury-loving persons ‘who
seldom have to resort to manual labor,
while Scorpio persons are quiet, deep,
secrgtive and carry out their plans in
life with diplomatic' skill. Thus the
zodiacal signs run the gamut of every
human emotion and trait‘of character,
and these can be generally stated, but
when it comes to figdring with mathe-
matical accuracy when an event is to
take place, that is as yet impossible, and
any astrologer who attempts it deceives
not only others but himself.

The character of the planets is also
pretty well known. For instance, there
is the ponderous Uranus, known as the
celestial iconcoclast, which tears down
only to build up anew, .In eyil aspect

.

this planet mny cause serious and
chronic diseases, or it muy:¢hange an
individual's views of life, and he may
suddenly become radical after years of
conservative living ‘and thinking, and
vice versa. Calculated by the proces-
sion of the equinoxes, Uranus was in the
watery sign Pisces—the fishes—when
Christ was born 2nd gave the world a
new religion. A fev- years ago Uranus
entered the airy sign. Aquarius, where
this planet will remain for 2,000 years.
While in 'this sign the ‘best astrologers
have long predicted a new era Wwhich
“will have somethirg to do with the air.”
Wireless telegraphy and the coming of
the aeroplane show how well they
scented the matter.

Saturn affects the }ealth principally
when in bad aspect # the sunm, and yet
again it may bring financial loss.
Jupiter rules - weaith principally, whila
Mars is constantly associated .with war.
Yet a man may haye Mars strong im his
horoscope and have nothing at all to do
with warfare; he will, however, be &
fighter in whatever line-of activity he
may be engaged in during his Tife.

As for this European war, no astrolo-
ger can tell Kow long it will last, as’the
astrological signs are so complex fhat a
Chinese puzzle is an easy task to solve in
comparison. Jupiter ' just now ig in
Aquarius, which represents Prussia, but
this planet will pass out . of that sign
within a 'few months. According to all
known rules, Jupiter will assist Prussia’s
plans, but during the winter his benefi-
cent rays will no longer assist her. To
properly study out the whole matter the
horoscopes of every ruler, general, army
brigade, naval fle«t and admiral would
have to be worked out mathematically
correct, and this data is hard to get,
and, even if obtained, the task would
be too monumental for any human mind.
However, time will solve the whole
matter. Meanwhile, it is well to re-
member that no prophet can definitely
tell the result: that, while there is some-
thing in astrology, it will take years of
careful study by superior minds to - put

4 poured in a cross fire and literally wiped

works by storm was made. All day
long three hundred cannon threw shells
and shrapnel against the Russian forti-
fications. some of which were veritably
smothered in clouds of flying earth and
smoke. ~ The ‘ Russian guns - searched
among the hills for the offending how-
itzers, but to little avail, and as the hours
passed ‘the  defensive fire dwindled.
Throughout - the *night the . howitzers
. played upon the works and after sunrise
the infantry attacked.

Seven days the assault was pushed
with every ounce of energy the Japan-
sse possessed.. 'The barbed wire en-
tanglements proved ghastly shambles.
Under terrific fire squads managed to
dftack ropes to many of the stakes and
hauled them down. Others rushed. to
the deadly - barriers ‘and then fell in
grotesque manner as though shot, and
after feigning death for a time wriggled,
inch by inch, under the wiges and cut
them.

Wheii the Russians discovered this
ruse they poured a merciless rifle fire
on all 'wounded -who 'lay anywhere near
the entanglements and  many bodies
were drilled full of holes even after
death.

By night the Japanese attempted sur-
prisés, but the defenders used star bombs
to search out the attacking columns dnd
then the powerful searchlights glared
pitilessly on them while masked bat-
teries of field guns and machine guns

regiments out of existence.

The Japanese batteries attemptmv to
destroy the Russian artillery positions
were baffled by the criss-cross playing
of the searchlights, swhich confused the
gunners. ?

The Seventh infantry of the Ninth di-
vision was the organization which finally

inserted a thin wedge in the Russian
line, a wedge which, however, the Jap-
anese were prowerless fo drive in. A
group-of men from the Seventh effected
a lodgement in a dip of land between
the East Panlung and “P” fortification.
A volunteer crawled to the breastworks
of the Russians and placed a caniter of
dynamite, where it destroyed a machine
gun, before he was killed. This achieve-
ment was repeated and ‘the hopes of the
regiment were so far rewived that they
rughed to the support of this. little party
‘in' such numbers that they. overflowed
the cover. - Still' they clung to. their
position until Russian machine guns
were got into place and began to cut
swaths in the ranks. ;

As the men scattered and finally began
to ‘break under this terrific slaughter
an officer turned baek and, seizing a
battle flag, planted it firmly before the
very breastworks.

He was killed. Another took his place.
A third, a fourth were shot to pieces as
they kept the regimental colors waving,
but the men had seen the standard.

In little groups they dribbled back at
first. More followed. There was a rush,
the trample of feet amid the drumuniing
of machine guns, shouts of victory and
‘groans_of wounded. Then steel clashed |-
against’ steel and men fought as they
id before there were those to record it, |-
nd the fort was taken.

-But ' the garrisons of the West Pan-
luing and the north fort -brought their
guns to bear on the captured position
and the survivors of the Seventh would
have been annililated had not reserves
begged for permission, and received it,
to charge into the offending forts, which-
were in flames. Even with these po-
sitions in the bands of the Japanese,
the Russians continued a deadly rifle
fire on the Seventh.

When the Japanese generals were
finally forced to put an end to the storm-
ing operations they were in possession
of the two semi-permanent positions at
Pan-lung and_for this they had lost
15,000 men, ’

By the first of September the annn
ese seftled down to siege operations, al-

it on a correct and definite basis.

a proper extent.

were these :—Parallel fo the Russian
works and 1,000 yards from them, the
Japanese/ dug deep frenches, covered by
boards hidden qnder . From this
parallel three zig-zag trenches were cars
ried toward Ehrlung, Keewan and Pan-
Jung. ~They were six feet deep and
eight feet wide and.the angle of ap-
proach was such that they could be
only with great difficulty from the Rus-
sian works. even when they were not
covered and masked. This angle was
also fignred to prevent the trenches being
fired into. Most of the digging was done
by night and the soil was carried back
and out of the trenches on strefchers and
disposed of where it would not be seen
by the Russians, who would at once
realize what™ the offensive force was
doing. :

At last a great parallel wis dug ‘all
around the’ foot of the fortified eastern
front and the work of tunnelling under
the hills to the parapets of the forts
which were the objectives. was begnn.
Tons of dynamite were placed in cross
tunnels under the walls and when these
were ekpladed the infamry  poured
through the trenches 1o the atinck ‘and
s‘tormed up the glacis and through |he
breached walls.

Some of the fiercest fighting of the
A siege was at 203 Metre Hill, a position
which the Japanese desired in order that
their range finders might direct avtillery
fire to destroy the Russian fleet lying
in the harbor and the very innermost de-
fences of ‘the city.

Twelve thousand five hundred men were
killed or wounded in the fighting at this
hill, which continued night and day by
moonlight and under the rays of the skil-
fully manipulated searchlights. .

Onece taken, the Japanese stationed ob-
servers on the hjll and the range was

found by means of hyposcopes, tele
scope-like instruments which, by a sys-
tem of mirrors and lenses. enalle a man
to see what is before hiaw, u:"ovyl he

may be behind an emibanbincnt bigher
than his head.

Orice in possession of this pasition, the
besieging. force command*l the entire
city and harbor, and fromn behind two
ranges of hills the great Japanesc coast
defence guns, which had been placed
three miles away, sent shells high in the
dir and dropped them down througl the
decks and out the bottoms of the Rus-
sian war ships, destroying the entire
fleet in the harbar.

These guns were originally intended for
coast defence in the Straits of Shimone-
seki and the Bay of Yezzo, but they
were thansported to Dalny. whence they
were taken by railroad fiftecn wiles to
the end of -the tracks and then hauled
by hand over muddy roads fo the con-
crete - foundations which had ‘been cnu-
strueted for themn  under the greatest
difficulties. It required 800 men (o
haul one gun, the vifle alone weighing
eight tons. )

At an angle of sixty degrees elevation
the range of these miortars wis seven
miles, but the Japanese were using them
to fire at vessels only three miles away,
and this is what enabled them to drop
the shells down through the Jecks of
the war ships.

At half-past four in the afternoon of '
January 1 General Stoessel wrote to
General . Nogi, offering fo eapitulate.
The subsequent meeting of the two gen-
erals’ wag private, but it is kngwn that
- both complimented the other on the con-
duet -of the operations and particularly
on the bravery of their men.

 General Stoessel asked General Nogi
to aceept his white Arabian .charger,
but-the Japanese expressed his regret
that with the capitulation all horses.
arms and other equipment became the
property. of the Japanese nation, but lie
pledged his word to the vanquished ilus-
sian that the horse would be well taken
care of. :

Port Arthur is the greatest siege
known to history and it has yet to be
equalled in the'present war.

It may be that there is propheey in
the words of David James, written after
he viewed the trenches of 203 Metre
Hill:—

“What man has done, man wiil do
again, and human shambles will not be
confined to this solitary instance. al-
though they may never exceed its great-

though they twice again attempted to

-

carry, Port Arthur by storm belore thdt
mining and sapping had been eu'ned t&
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