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management of the department he would
certainly rot bave -asked the officer
at its head to answer the enquiry in
question. He thought whoen tese were ex-
amined, it would b found there was good
ground for the course ho bad lakeis, and if it
was likely to produce anything like energy
and greater industry on the part of the depart-
ment, a service would have been done to the
country. lie was given to understand that
within tie last two years the accumulation
of unsettled business has been out of all pro-
portion to all previous years. The head o

f 
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department was not himself so much to blame,
especially in respect to the disputed claims,
because tiese were altogether out of his hauds
and matters for the investigation of the execu-
tive committee. Doubtless the delay had oc-
curred in consequence of the facttlhat the execu-
tive had bad their attention called duhring tie
recess to other questions,butie thougltit hard-
ly fair to the country that this neglect of mat-
ters so interesting to large numbers of the peo-
pie should be exhibited. It was no trifling affair
for a poor man in the country to b kept is a
state *of doubt, for many months, in reference
to lands on whiel lhe wishld to raise a home-
stead and make bis living. le was quite sa-
tisfied with the return that had been present-
ed, ad vould now msove that it be referred to
the Crown Land committee for their considera-
tion.

Mr. STEwART CAMPBELL said tliat there
was no doubt that there was some necessity
for a improvement in the Crown Land De-
partment, for be had to go no further than to
a gentleman on his right hand, wio had paid
money for 100 acres two years ago, but the
line of which had not even yet been run out.

Fon. Pno. SECY. could not congratulate the
bon. member for Richmond on his success le
endeavouring to find somne material for a
charge against the government. When the
r-ture was placed in bis hand the otlher day,
tie hon. meniber had actually expressed his
surprise tliat the list of disputed cases wass so
small, and then put out hap-hazard another
question, the answer to whicli lie thougit
miglit give him the material which failed him
at the first experiment. But even this second
venture did not appear to answer the purpose
of the lion. gentleman., Al lie could say now
was thiat the head of the departient was a
a mîost laborious officer, and thiat he was' con-
vinîced that there was some neglect on the part
of the government-that these claims must
have accumulated during the last two years.
Truc tlhey had aecumulated, but it vas for the
simple reason that during the past two years
there lad been an amazing activity in the de-
partuent tiatonever existedl previously. With-
iu the last year the applications in tie Crown
Lands had doubled vitli only the same nums-
ber of officers to attend to them . It was a na-
turai result that with double the number
of applications and, double the asount of
money paid, there slould be within the past
two years an accuniulation of work. The hon.
member for Richmond, added the Prov. Secy.,
helil in his hand the proof that, instead of any
neglect on tl.e part of the government, there
was not a single case pending before the
Execustive Committee with the exception of
the list of dispmuted claims at the smalilness of
which ie himnself expressed suirprize, and some
of whichhad existed since 1862

Ma. MILLER said that be did not think there
was anything in the remarks e had made
to warrant the tone and style of observation
in which the bon. Provincial Secretary hsad
thougit proper to indulge. When he called
for these papers, lie did it under the impression
that there was neglect on the part of the go-
vernment, and be reiterated it now. When he
moved for the return ho was actuated by a de-
sire to serve those whom he was convinced had
been badly treated in connection with the de-
partment. When the return was placed on
the table, he didnot deny that he had expressed
lis surprize that the list was small. e was
not, hoivever, astonislied that the list of dispu-
ted cases was so snall, but that the listof vhat
ie thougbt were the undecided applications
was s insignificant in comparison with what
lie imagined it was. Ho considered it a dis-
grace to the govercinent that they haid not en-
deavoured to settle these claims and put the
mnatter at rest It was a very easy matter for
gentlemen to sit at ease in their olices and
poket their salaries, but the people had a
right to have more attention paid to their af,
fairs. Tie government miglit have been -more
worthily enployed in settling these claims
than gadding about the country on self-consti-
tuted sissions and endeavouring to barter
away the privileges whichthese people so bigh.-
]y value without their consent and approval.
If these gentlemen had remained at home last
summer lie thought they would have been in
a better position to assume the toue of arro-
gance and superciliousnes which they adopted
with reference to .those who took thema to
task for their neglect of the public business;
The lion. Provincial Secretary assumed he:had
a right to sneer at gentlemen whohebarged him
with neglecting his publie duty; but he had to
learn, as otiers had already, thattthe indepen-
dent memuhers of the house were nuot to be
treated wik iinpunity, in the style ho was as
custoeni to use. If any member came forwar4
and asked a question of the goverument, he
ought to be given the information he required
in a courteous manner. If the hon. gentleman
could take credit for himself for the condition
of tie land office, le was certainly exhilitiC.
an anount of modcesty for which ho deserved a
mark of distinction. There were some four or
five hundred cases for which poor men in the
country could get no satisfaction for years,
and yet the honourable gentleman seemed
to consider the smatter of. little importance.
He (Mr. Miller) knew of several cases
in bis own county, in reference towhich lie had
been tr.ying for two years to get a settlement.
The only answer be had, day after .day, was,
that the departmentcould not get a coummittue
of the Executive Council together. lie would
tell the'Ron. Prov. Secy. that if he took the
trouble to askfor the returns of the cáses un-
decided when tht lion. gentleman came into
office, and compared thea with those since
that tin, the comparison would not be flatter-
ing to the government. It would be found that
the number when b1ecame into power were few
indeed in comparison with what lhe had allow-
ed to accumulate for the last two years.

Hoi. PRo. SEc. replied that when uh listen-
ed to the hon. member for Richmond he was
reminded of an anecdote of a person wo on
lis way to attend a discussion between two
noted charactors, met with a deaf and dumb
man. le asked that individual, by means of W
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