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September 1, 1914

Opinion of the Country- informa.
We have to make up our munis • clear to the 

tion which we have, and 1 have nut the situa-
House, I trust, that we are prol)iU'cl , aS it seems tion—(cheers)—ami that «‘»"kV ,d S-5 cheers.) 
Probable to develop, we will face • ( moment and 
We have worked for peace up to ^^ persjstently
beyond the last moment. How ha > House will
and how fearlessly we strove toi lu‘< ^ ^s over so 

when the papers are before i ■ -^e are now
far as the peace of Europe is concc‘1.' " eonsequences 
face to face with the situation am ,-i)elieve we shall
which may have yet to unfold. _ . proceediiig
have the support of the House a ^ , )011 us by
to whatever consequences may 11 cHheers.) I be- 
tlm i]ovniitnmpni of facts or actions. situation forc-
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to whatever consequences may ue "S-)
the development of facts or actions. gituation fore- 
heve that the country, so quickly > , situation,
ed upon it, has not had time to re' ],etween Aus-
It is perhaps still thinking of the <l> - mpiication oftria and Servi». The al»ur*ty of the «omp >(<
this matter is that Russia and > -, ^ustria, the
at war; we do not know yet official at war with
ally whom Germany is to suppor , is happening on 
Russia. We know that a great < 1 - ' ,j Herman
the French frontier; we don’t Nation has develop- 
Ambassador has left Paris. 1 he s ^ e0ndition
ed so rapidly that technically as reg actually
of war it is most difficult to desen things which is. I wanted to bring out the “Sfarly ho-
affect our own conduct, and to 1 forced, and ra- 
fore the House of Gommons. H w® f , issnes, then 
Pid'ly forced, to take our stand upoi is at stake,
I believe when the country rea 12. ' , £ the impend-
what the real issues are, the magni j believe we
lng danger in the West of Europ , p the House 
shall be supported throughout the resolution,
of Commons, but by the deterimn • , ^ eountry. 
the courage and the endurance o 
(Loud and continued cheers.)

Leader of the 0PP°®|V1(0°' with general 
Mr. Bonar Law, who was 1 qas made an

cheers, said): The right bon. gentl® that I should
appeal for support, and it 1S n®ctj ry feW. 1 w'sh 
say a word or two, but they shall ie ^^believe there 
f° say, in the first place, that 1 ao btg not only 
ls a single member in this House an(j the Gov-
that the right hon. gentleman 1,1 everything in
ornment which he represents has u ,ve peace,
bis power up to the last moment to P that if any 
vCheers.) And I think, nay, 1 a .. ;s’foreed up011 
Rher course is taken it is becauseQne thing

bate, but I was moved to do so a great deal by that 
sentence of the Foreign Secretary in which he said 
the one bright spot in the situation was the changed 
feeling in Ireland. Sir, in past times when this Em­
pire has been engaged in these terrible enterprises it 
is true that it would be almost affectation and folly on 
my part to deny that the sympathy of Nationalist Ire­
land, for reasons deep down in the centuries of history, 
have been estranged from this country. But allow me 
to say that what has occurred in recent years has al­
tered the situation completely. (Cheers.) I must not 
touch upon any controversial topic, but this I may be 
allowed to ' say ; that a wider knowledge of the real 
facts of Irish history has altered the view of the demo­
cracy of this country towards the Irish question, and 
T honestly believe that the democracy of Ireland will 
turn with the utmost anxiety and sympathy to this 
country in every trial and danger with which she is
faced. (Loud cheers.)

\ vviivci». ) .XX-tillother course is taken it is beca/f“ati‘ve One thing 
us, and there is absolutely no alien hon. gen-
further only) I should like to say. picture which
0eman spoke of the bright spo 11 -n the political 
only a day or two ago was a black l j am sure is 
horizon. Everything that he has s« that there
Hue; but 1 should like to say this t every one of 
Is another bright spot- and tha will be be­
ns Majesty’s dominions beyond ti c _ y t0 take
bind us in whatever action it is rpbp Government,
(Cheers.) And this only will 1 say- assurance on
already knows, but 1 give them no -n this House
behalf of the party of which I am ,aiiecessary to take 
that in whatever steps they t'1"*A . country they can 
for the honor and the security o • Hie Ôpposit1011- 
rely upon the unhesitating supp°
(Loud cheers.) remandSupport From Ireland. ^ the House 

Mr. Redmond (Nat. Waterford) ■ e in the de­
will not think me impertinent to

Labor’s Criticism.
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald (Lab. Leicester) said : I 

would have preferred to remain silent this afternoon, 
but circumstances do not permit of it. I shall model 
what I have to say upon the two speeches to which we 
have just listened. We would vote the Foreign Secretary 
what money he wants and we would go further, for we 
would offer him ourselves—if the country was in dan­
ger. (Cries of “But it is.”) He has not persuaded 
me that it is, and he has not persuaded my hon. friends 
with me that it is. I am perfectly certain that when 
the right hon. gentleman’s speech gets into cold print 
to-morrow he will not persuade a large section of the 
country. If the nation’s honor were in danger we 
would be with him. There has been no crime commit­
ted by statesmen of this character without those states- - 
men appealing to the nation’s honor. We went into 
the Crimean War because of our honor, we rushed into 
the South African War because of our honor, and the 
right hon. gentleman is appealing to us to-day because 
of our honor. (Loud cheers.) If the right, hon. gen­
tleman would come to us and say that a small Euro­
pean nationality like Belgium is in danger—(cries of 
“It is invaded”)—and would assure us that he is go­
ing to confine the conflict to that question, then we 
will support him, but what is the use of talking about 
effing to the aid of Belgium when you are really going 
into a European war which will not leave the map of
Europe as it was before?The Speaker vacated the Chair at 4.35 and the sit­
ting was suspended.

Belgian Neutrality.
Sir Edward Grey, who was received with loud 

general cheers, said: T only want to give the House 
some information which was not in my possession when 
I made my statement this afternoon. This information 
I have received since the House rose from the Belgian 
Legation in London : “Germany yesterday evening at 
seven o’clock presented a Note proposing to Belgium 
friendly neutrality on Belgian territory and promising 
the maintenance and independence of the country on 
the conclusion of peace, threatening in case of refusal to 
treat Belgium as an enemy. (Cries of ‘Oh, Oh!’) A 
time limit of twelve hours was fixed for the reply, and 
Belgium has answered that an attack on her neutral­
ity would be a flagrant violation of the rights of na­
tions; to accept Germany’s proposal would he to sac­
rifice the honor of the nation. (Cheers.) Belgium is 
firmly resolved to repel aggression by every possible

means.” (Cheers.)


