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indebted for.a passage to and from Eng-
lard, I find myself in the old land at
Home. Though thoroughly relaxed,
and 1ot in a mood for mwuch of effort in
apy direction, yet I caunot relieve my-
sell of a sort of promise that, at least,
one communication from the plage of
Conference should be forwarded to you.
I may be pardoned, possibly, if first of
all my reference should be somewhat of
a personal interest.

Closing the Charlottetown Confer-
ence late on Thursday night, and leav-
ing early the following morning, I
found myself, by rail and in steamer,
across the Gulf, in comparcy with a
large part of the New Brunswick min-
isters, and pleasantly passed the time
as we crossed the Gulf—where the mon-
otony was broken by service of song
and speeches suitable to the occasion.
Along the Intercolonial line we had, in
a special car, the vice-regal party from
Ottawa. The Marquis of Lorne and
the Princess Lonise were return+
ing from a salmon fishing exeur-
gion. Lord Elphiston and Col. Mc-
Neil, of the party, having come
out to Canada in company with
the Duke of Argyle, came on board the
Moravian at Rimouski. They brought |
with them the large salmon caught by

* the Princess—on which we had the

satisfaction of dining before our arri-
val at Liverpool. A place a¢ the cap-
tain’s table baving been courteously
reserved, 1 found myself in wost de-
+ lightful society; and, notwithstanding
considerable sea at times, the voyage,
~wae-one for very pleasant
We had ‘four or five'
clergymen on board, but on the second
Sabbath morning I was put under
compulsion for the.service. It is easier
far, I find, to make promises at home,
when in search of abseluterest, than to
keep them on the Way. 3
As we steamed up/into the hgrbor at
Liverpool, the day was, pleasant, but
during the past fortnight the weather,
on the whole, has been wet, cold, and
gloomy. When once I was fairly laxd-
ed on English soil, I found myself
stirred to an excitement and intensity
of feeling which bad not been antici-
pated. The blood of many generations
of Englishmen, and of what would be
called old families, flows, I believe, in
mv veins, and by remembrances aund as-
sociations I was deeply thrilled.  To
sleep was out of the question, and, as a
last resource, in order to get away
from exciting recollections, I lit my gas
and read through several chapters in
the Book of Chronicles. Reaching the
North of England, in the vicinity of
home and friends, where as yet no inti-
mation of my purposed visit had been
made, my first bour was spent in a
small cemetery. There was sacred dust
in that quiet, shaded spot ; and around
mames, chiseled on the monumental
marble, clustered many tender and
blessed memories. Thank God for the
hope of the resurrection and the life |

everlasting. : . _
During the fifteen years of absence
from England, the homestead has been
broken up, and members of that fam.
ily circle, who still remained in Eng-
land, bave been separated into bands.
In the course of my visits to friends
through a wide section of the Northern
Counties, I have been privileged to vis-
it many a scene of ancient and bistori-
cal interest. In Jarrow, on the Tyne,
my first inquiries had reference to the
venerable Bede. At Durham, the chief
centre of interest was~the graund old
Cathedral, of which I cannot now speak |
particularly, but of which I shall have |
something to say, if permlt'ted to meet |
my own congregation. At Bishop Auck- |
land I bad a most delightful stroll |
through the noble park of the Bishop |
of Durham—the palace and -surround- |
ing grounds—the like of which could |
ouly be seen in England.  Superb |
scenery, stately trees, winding paths

-the-whole,

earpet of deep green grass,—forms a
residence for the princely ruler of the ‘3
Durham diocese, of which any earl in |
he land might be proud.
Bishop, Dr. Lightfoot, known to many
of us as one of the ablest scholars of |
he Eoglish Church, bad just reached |
his episcopal residencs, |

The new |

and evidently |
here bad been careful preparation for

| deneminational lines,

| Through the open window I had a dis-

| tinet view of the Bishop, as he sat |
| He bad some- |
| what a resemblance to the Rev. John |
| Farrar, as I remember him in his prime. |

| writing at his table.

| At Barnard Castle again I wandered,
| accompanied by a much-loved sister,
through the matchless scenery describ-

description of which constitutes the
| chief charm of Rolkeby.
' Sir Walter, just seventy years ago, in
1809, “ one of the most enviable places
I bave ever seen, as it unites the rich-
ness and luxuriance of English vegeta-
tion with the romantic variety of glen,

Northern scenery.”

My impressions of Conference,and the
members of the great Methodist coun-
cil, I must reserve for a later communi.-
catign—possibly until my return.

Of the evening of my arrival”in
Birmingham, I was fortunateli success-
tul, after considerable search, having no
landmarks for guide, in finding my
most estimable brother Heartz—who,
with' his 'wife and mother, had been
‘'here from the opening session of Con-
ference, and who had the privilege,
which to them was a great gratification,
of heing present at the opeu Confer-
encew :

Yesterday was, for Methodist fami-
lies'in this populoug town, a great day.
With so many illustrious’ preachers, in
morning and evening serviees, it was
difficult to choose places for worship.
As I had heard the ex-President, Dr.
Rigg, who preached the official sermon
in the Conference Chapel, we went ‘in
}the moain to the !enemb}ie old Cher-
‘ry 8t, Chapel—once a grand centre_of
:{)i%‘é;‘ai pow—grp for Methodism, but
now, in consequence of the removal of
wealthy families to the more modern
sanctuaries, brought down' almost to
the level of a mission. We had the satis-
faction of listening to the Rev. Richard
Roberts, who nobly sustained his repu-
tation as one of the most eloquent men
in England.  His theme, based upon
three passages of Scrinture, was, man
a little lower than the angels—on an
equality with the angels—through re-
demption ranking above the angels.
Mr. Roberts has all the attributes of
an orator, and best of all there was the
accompanying unction of the Holy One.
In the evening Rev. Chas. Garret, of
more than local fame, preached a soul-
stirring sermon upon the gathering of
the people to Shiloh.  Mr. Garret, in
some passages, in gracefulness, in ver-
satility, in touches of power, in thrills of
eloquence, reminded me a little of the
manner and style and silvery speech of
the late Dr. DeWolfe.

In the same chapel, on the Saturday
evening, we had the Conference Love-
feast—to us a wonderfully demonstra-

tenary, as you have seen it crowded for
an or dination service, galleries and all,
and you have an impression of what
the Cherry Street Love-feast gathering
looked to us. In tbe afternoon of Sun-
day, wishing to see a little across the
Bro. Heartz and

myself decided to visit the Annual
Birmingham Primitive Methodist Camp-
mecting at Brookfields. We were 1n-
stantly placed uader arrest by the au-
thorities, and appropriated or utilized
for the occasion. We had considerable
aversion to mounting a cart in the face
of a surging and somewhat noisy Birm-
| ingham crowd ; but they would take no
| denial. One of us took for a starting-
point a forest scene, the other an 1neil-
dent of ocean travel ; and, as best we
could, preached a living Saviour. As
the result of open-air speaking, like all

hoarse. )
Excuse these lines, rapidly pencilled.
We are just leaving for London.
JorN LATHERN.

THE BRITISH CONFERENCE.

The ordinary routine business of the

rupted, on 1ts third day, (July 24,) by
the appearance of a deputation of Con-
gregational ministers. The deputation

’ was greeted with hearty applause. Rev.

ed by Sir Waltar Scott, the fidelity of |

« It is,” writes |

tive service. Think of old St. John Cen- |

who followed us, we were considerably | and types of character.

|

Mr. Arthur said : - Mr. Dale, Rev.

this body of ministers, some of whom
are fathors to me, but all of whom are
brethren to yon, I beg to express my

| deep feeling, touched first by your pres. |
ence; and then by the charming address |

which yon have just read. Xhe last

| ed by a deputation of ministers I was
in the city of Naples, , I sat 1n & synod
surrouaded by twenty-four Methodist
ministers, most of them native, when in
came a body of Congregationalists,
Baptists, Presbyterians, and Episcopa-
lians. I said to them, “If you  are

torrent, and copse, which dignifies our Congregationalists, so are we $if you

are Baptists, so are we ; if you are Pres-
byterians, so are we ; if you areEpisco-

alians, so are we,”’ Not one of the
Shibboleths used can bave any tendency
to separate us, or lead us to say we are
the Church, you are not. Icam givea
man credit when he is brought@p in a
narrow system, and becomes® 3
then he is better than his sy but
when a man is brought upin &
body, like Methodism, and beed
row, he is worse than his sys
each have our own distinct
tion, doctrine and diseipline.iIf as
Methodists, we possess adv 8 in
our own peculiar. position, we have also

our disadvantages. 1 never feel the
slightest tendency to beimpatient eith-
er with Dissenters or Churchmén who

find fault with me because I
think as they do. I always |
take my own course. ' 1 belie¥
man is less calculated to be.cath
sentiment and liberal’ d othe
who adheres most firmly~toL Il Wi
L views:~ F'should thin : r. Dal
if he were not so staunch a Congrega-
tionalists. The longer I live the less
am I inclined to think there is any
grandeur or beauty in the idea‘of unity,
secared by uniformity. As the ceatre
of thetrees ismot the oak 1n its strength,
or. the ash in its beauty, but the heart,
which is in all trees alike; as the cen-
tre of the universe is mot Jupiter,
the largest planet, or Venus the
brightest, but the sun; so the centre
of the Church are not Christians but
Christ. I donot want to ask whether
you or we are doing this or that par-
ticular work; I rather rejoice that we
are all endeavoring to be faithful to
Christ. I believe that the question
whether you or we do most good in
the world does not depend on Whether
you or we are thisor that in particular
ecclesiastical principles or organisation,
but on whether you or we are nearest
to Christ in our personal faith,in our
personal conformity to his will, and our
will to commend Him and his salvation
to all men living.

SPEECH OF REV, DR. PUNSHON.

| Dr. Punshon said: It does not need

sure our dear brethren of the sincerity
and warmth of the welcome which has
already been expressed, nor how hearti-
ly the Conference as a body of minis-
ters, whom a ccmmon faith and parpose
bind very closely together, reciprocate
their utterances of kindly feeling. I
bail these interchanges of brotherly
greeting not merely on their personal
side, but as a vindication, in the midst
of scoffing and in spite of prejudice, of
| the substantial unity of all the followers
of the Lord Jesus Cbrist.

we are, denominational divisions are a
necessity. I do not hesitate to avow my
conviction that they are a very conven-
jent arrangement inasmuch as they give
scope enough for all schools of thought
Bat I hope
| that we are so far putting away child-
| ish things—our petulance for instance
| —so far as to belicve that, though we
| differ, we need not quarrel; our pride,
so far as to believe that there are some

| parts ot the Lord’s work that could be
| done better by other people than by

ourselves ; our prejudice, so far as to be-
lieve tbat beyond the uniformity ol

through richest sward with soft velvety | Conference at Birminghani was inter- | creed and service-book, and outside of

| it, there may be true unity of the spirit

R. W. Dale, a leading Congregational |

bis brethren.

held in tie  sweet bond of peace.” The
President has told us that in shaking
bands with Mr. Dale—and every one
who could have anticipated the meeting

of such hands with such bearts bebind |

.. 1 an address on behalf of | might havessaid the same—that he vt’glc f ]
minister real an N «the touch of spirit- ' trusted to me was completely discharg- ~ ourselves.

in the hand ‘clasp

Fathers and Brethren,—In the pame of |

time I saw a Methodist assemblyiovad- |

that anything should be added to as. |

I suppose |
that so long as we are constituted as

of the Charchof England. But I like

little farther back. If John Wes-
ley was the son of a clergyman of the

| Established Church, you will pleise re- |

member that the grandfatber of Joha
Wesley was one of the two thousand.
| His son, John Wesley, afters whom our
John Wesley was named, was a fearless
confessor for the truth in days when it
was very difficult to confess, and after re-
peated imprisonments he sankat thirty-
four years of age into the grave. Then
it should be remembered that John
| Wesley’s grandfather married a wife
(not an unusual thing I believe) who
was a daughter of Mr. Jobn White,
Chairman of the Assembly of Divines,
whose epitaph, as far as he could re-
mewmber, ran thus:

Here lies & man Now lost to mortal sight,
Whose name, life, action, All alike were
WHITE.

I remember, tov, that Mrs. Susanna
Wesley (and we are proud to have had
something to do with her as well as
with her husband) was the daughter of

.Dr, Samuel Annesley, a very eminent
Paritan minister who had Daniel de Foe
in his congregation, who celebrated his
versatility and eloquence in not unno-
ticeable verse. It should be noted that
he also married a daughter of Mr. John
White (not the other John White)—
but a John White who was also a mem-
ber of the Assembly of Divines, and
who was also Chairman of “the Com-
mittee of plundered ministers!” Tt is
thus evident that as Wesleyan Metho-
dists we have a genealogy of which we

gru |'may well be_proud, and. links us
#nti bodies . of ofor-
: h“eotg"

ﬂy‘m&;ﬁi country, while

hand we stand intimately related to
the Church of Eogland. We are He-
brews of the Hebrews ~for our genea-
logy is pure on both sides. There are
no bars sinister across our coat of arms.
So that if yop (the Nonconformists)
are proud of baving in your veins the
blood of such men as Howe, Bunyan,
Baxter, Charnock, Owen, Calamy, and
a host of men of massive thought and
burning words, we as Wesleyan Metho-
dists can be proud of the same thing,
for they are ours too. We are lineal
descendants of these noble men as
much as our Nonconformist brethren.
On the other side we stand closely con-
nected to Lowth, Hooker, Stillingfleet,
Jeremy Taylor, and a host of mascu-
line and energetic thinkers of former
times who thought and studied under
the shadow of the Church of England ;
so that we must be of good blood under
any circumstances. But I wonder what
use it would be to us or our Noncon-
formist brethren to have a good and
noble ancestry if we shawed them. We
must not be so enamoured of our fath-
ers memory as to cease to imitate their
example. It is dishonourto the dead
only to wail over the marble. If we
would not shame an ancestry that was
| honoured, let us be stimulated by their
| example to nobler activities and darings
for the cause of Christ and for the good
of map, so that we may think what
others only dreamed about, and do
what others did but think, and glory
in what otbers dared bat do. Asto

somebow or other that God has put us
| into 1t. We did not choose it, and we

| cannot get out of it. There is a story |

f to the effect that when Bishop Ellicott
was installed at Bristol, he was perplex-
ed about the Bristol use. The Dean
' turned to the south. Very Rev. Canon
| 80-and-So maintained the eastward po-
| sition. The Bishop solved the difficul-
ty, however, by turning his body east
| by south! I have noneed to make the
| application. The factis, while we are
| disposed at all hazards to maintain our
| position as a Church of Christ—no-
body’s vassals, nobody’s poor relations,
| but everybody’s friends, who are work-
| ing for the cause of Christ and for the
' good of souls—some imes for the sake
| of attaining the best ends of our relig-
{ ious confederacy, We 1mpose upon our-
| selves a sort of restraint in other and
' lesser matters ; anJ nobody has ever yet
| proved to us that thus to impose self-
| restraint was incompatible with the
highest freedom.

SPEBCH OF REV. R. W. DALE.
Rev. R. W. Dale said : The duty ex-

sometimes to trace our-  genealogy a

our own ecclesiastical position, I think |

ment. ‘Although it mav be a humiha.
tion for me to say so, I am obliged to

| acknowledge that I do not find 1 my-
| self that robastness of resolution which
I ought to have discovered, and that
would bave enabled me to sawthat I

congratulate myself on the task which
| bad been imposed upon me by my dear
| brethren. My brief expe rience would
be the most salutary caution should I
at any moment seem disposed to for-
| sake Congregationa'ism for Methodism

quiet but iiresistable energy the autho-
vity of the officials of this venerable
assembly is enforced. It is mapossible
to come here, even as a stranger and a
guest, without having the integrity of
one’s freedom imperilled. [f anything
could have added grace and honour to
your reception of us, it would have
been the selection of William Arthur
and Dr. Panshon to acknowledge our
address. There is a certain mystery to
the outer world which surrounds the
ministry of Methodism. You are with
us in particular localities for so short a
time that we have hardly opportunity
of making your acquaintance ; and, just

you, we are reminded of the old line,
“ Qur mercies brighten as they take
their fight,” Bat, Six, there are some
names are connected with Metho-
dism that are known and honoured of
God throughout the world, and among
these there are nome brighter than
those of the two distinguished brethren
who have jugh addressed us and the
(3onfe|-¢3:20.‘.el will 3: vinture to ho.x‘-
press th in t I have

' ho& those brethren, and,

ted this morning, I desire
to thank you, Sir, not only for the
words that fell from your own lips, but
for electing men s6 distinguisbed to ac-,
knowledge the address that we have
presented. The topies that have been
raised by both these brethren are wide
and suggestive. I am notsure in what
latitudes I shall soon find myself—if I
attempt to follow them. Perhaps it is
safer to avoid the temptation alto-
gether. But I heartily agree with my
dear friend Mr. Arthar, that there is
very little to be made of charity be-
tween Methodists and Congregational
ists, Baptists and Presbyterians, They
are all too near akin for the charity to
be a very surprising, heroic, and illus-
trious virtue. I can quite understand
that charity may be an honorable thing
when it exists between men who differ
on questions that deeply move the
haman heart, tbat have agitated the
history of the Church and of the world,
and who nevertheless retain towards
each other that generous confilence
and that hearty affection which ought
| to exist between Christian men ; but we
| are not far enough apart to be chari-
itable. I cannot discover the grounds
and reasons fcr antagonism between
you and us that charity needs to master.
I think charity is not inconsistent with
a certain wise and Christian covetous-
ness. When I look upon Methodism,
there are some things which you have
that I wish we had. I bope, I say, that
cbarity is not inconsistent with that.
| There is a commandment which tells us

| that we are not to covet anything of
our neighbor’s. That commandment
was given a long while ago. It was
| given to the Jews, and they perhaps
needed it in those days. But I hope it
| is not uncharitable to coVet some of the
institutions of Methodism. 1 have
often said to my own friends that I
heartily wished that we Coungregation-
| alists could, somehow or other, trans-
| plant to our seil what scems to bave
| Hourished so lusuriantly on yvours—I
| mean, Sir, the class.meeting. Some-
' how or other Congregational soil does
not agree with 1t. I bave tried more
| than once to secure, here ani there, in
| my own church, what I taought mizht
| be a preparation for such anp institution.
' I think if it got transplanted, and fairly
| took root, perhaps the iorm of the leaf
would be a little chanred, and the
colour of the blossom and the fruit
| might appear somewhat chauzed; but,
| whateyer might bappen as the rezult of
| transplanting, I bave azaiu and again
i and most (:;‘rhcst]_v desired to see the
principle of organisat:on which has
done so much for Methodism rcappear-
indin some form or another amongst

—for I have already learnt with what

as we are learning to love and honour,

of 4hose with whom.Iam
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