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Life a Sp“-nual Confiict, and the insults of an enraged foe! If they ; wretchedness and beggary. Who can cal-

Y . | are spared by the humanity of the enemy,  culate the number of industrious families in
Eendas | theonniar vages darkly il { and carried from the field, it is but a pro- | different parts of the world, to say nothing
Around thee ; though an unrent cloud of flesh | longation of torments. Conveyed in uneasy ' of our own country, who have been reduced

will be too often lost in the admiration of his
success. i

In contemplating the influence of war on 1
public morals, it would be unpardonable not

were belore me.  Jobn the Bapuist aad
Paul the Apostle were both beheaded. 1
the saints

Paradise, you must live in this world, and I
tell you plainly, that you will lose your live-
lihood by joining these beretics. No one
will bave anything to do with you."~

read al-v i Revelations” xx, 4,
were beheaded for the word of God and the

Shut from thy soul their movement and their | vehicles, often to & remote distance, through ' to poverty, from this cause, since the peace

march, .
And the dread soldiery by Iell array'd,
Yet, in the midst ot Satan’s host art thou
Contending : were thy veiled flesh withdrawn
Full on thy spirit what a battle-field
Where ull the Chivalries of Heaven contend,
And the dread sympathies in darkness fight
For souls immortal —would at once outflame !
But not with garments roll'din blood, or death ;
And not with weapons which our eyes perceive ;
But sightless, these unbodied Ilosts engage ;
And therefore, Satan is the sense’s mock,
The sneer of scicnce and the scorn of fools,
But thy revealings, Faith | are ever true
And most tremendous, when the most (enied,
A Devil doubted ends in God disown'd,—
Till the first glance a disembodied Mind
Takes of the truth behind the veil disclosed,
Looks on the Fiend, who made himselt a lie
To rock the sinner into damning rest.

)

Reader ! believe, the combat rages still ;
No pause, and no parenthesis of love
Or pity for our world the Fiend allows,
Darkness his throne, destruction his delight,
Ruin and ravage his dominion make,
And earthquakes seem the echo of His tramp,
But chief to battle with the sainted host,
Fighting beneath the banner of their King
Crimson’d with blood, and blason’d by his cross
Redemptive, does the Prince of Ilell advance
Thus Luther felt: and thus shall ever feel,
And like him in the spirit's fight, contend
E’en to the gasp and agony of faith,—
The heirs of Light and heroes of our God.

« The Serpent’s head the woman’s seed shall

bruise ?”

So spake the Lip almighty ; and to man

Revolting then the Incarnation preach’d

In promise, which by grasp prophetic spann’d

Ages of conflict in the church to come ;

Till time’s worn clock his closing hour shall
strike,

And this fantasmal scene where Satan fights,

This whited sepulchre of sin and woe,

This prison-house where dungeon’d nature pines,

A thousand years of hallow’d rest shall have

In one long sabbath of millennial peace !

But not till hurled by thunder-blast divine

Down to his pit, in chaining darkness bound,

The mystic « Dragon” will from carth withdraw :

But fiercely to the last, a fight maintain

Implacable, against all truth-array’d,

So from the first imperial Rome he fired

With Pagan fury ; when that lame was quench'd

By blood of martyrs, lo! an Arian creed

Flooded the church with desolating tides ;

And when they ceased, Platonic visions came

And round the Cross a dazzling falsehood
wreathed ;

Till papistry in full-blown horror rose,—

The last perfection of satanic guile. .

{ you behold rich harvests, the bounty of

| roads almost impassable, they are lodged in

i ill-prepared receptacles for the wounded and
the cick, where the variety of distress baffles |
all the efforts of humanity and skill, and ren- |
ders it impossible to give to each the atten- |
tion he demands. Far from their native!
home, no tender assiduities of friendsbip, no |
well-known voice, no wife, or mother, or
sister, is near to soothe their sorrows, relieve |
their thirst, or elose their eyes in death e
Unbappy man! and must you be swept into |
the grave unnoticed and unnumbered, and|
no friendly tear be shed for your sufferings, |
or mingled with your dust ? !

We must remember, however, that as n}
very small proportion of a military life is |
spent in actual combat, so it is a very small
part of its miseries which must be ascribed
to this source. More are consumed by the
rust of inactivity than by the edge of the
sword ; confined to a scanty or unwholesome
diet, exposed in sickly climates, harassed
with tiresome marches and perpetual alarms ;
their life is a continual scene of hardships |
and dangers. They grow familiar with '
hunger, cold and watchfulness. Crowded
into hospitals and prisons, contagion spreads
amongst their ranks, till the ravages of dis-
ease exceed those of the enemy.

We have hitherto only adverted to the
sufferings of those who are engaged in the
profession of arms without taking into our
account the situation of the countries which
are the scene of hostilities. How dreadful
to hold everything at the mercy of an enemy,
and to receive life itself as a boon dependent
on the sword. How boundless the fears
which such a situation must inspire, where
the issues of life and death are determined
by no known laws, principles, or customs,
and no conjecture can be formed of our des-
tiny, except as far as'it is dimly deciphered
in characters of blood, in the dictates of re-
venge, and the caprices of power. Conceive
but for a moment the consternation which
the approach of an invading army would
impress on the peaceful villages in this
neighbourhood. ~ When you have placed
yourselves for an instant in that situation,
you will learn to sympathize with those un-
happy countries which have sustained the
ravages of arms. DBut how is it possible to
give you an idea of these horrors? Here

heaven, and the reward of industry, con-
sumed in a moment, or trampled under foot,
while famine and pestilence follow the steps
of desolation. There the cottages of pea-
sants given up to the flames, mothers expir-
ing through fear, not for themselves, but
their infants; the inhabitants flying with
their helpless babes in all directions, miser-
able fugitives on their native soil! In
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Reflections on War.

From a Sermon by the Rev. Robt. Hall, on
the 1st of June, 1802.

. Though we must all die, as the woman of
Tekoa said, and are as water spilt upon the
ground tohich eannot be gathered up ; yet it
is impossible for a humane mind to contem-
plate the rapid extinction of innumerable
lives without concern. To perish in a mo-
ment, to be hurried instantaneously, without
preparation and without warning, into the
presence of the Supreme Judge, has some-
thing in it inexpressibly awful and affecting.
Since the commencement of those hostilities
which are now =0 happily closed, it may be
reasonably conjectured _ that not less than
half a million of our fellow-creatyres have
fallen a sacrifice. Half a million of beings,
sharers of the same nature, warmed with
the same hopes, and as fondly attached to
life as ourselves, have been prematurely
swept into the grave, each of whose deaths
bas pierced the heart of a wife, a parent, a
brother or a sister.  How many of those
scencs of complicated distress have occurred
since the commencement of hostilities, is
known only to Omniscience ; that they are
innumerable cannot admit of a doubt. In
some parts of Europe, perhaps, there is
scarcely a family exempt!

Though the whole race of man is doomed
to dissolution, and we are all hastening to
our long home, yet at each successive mo-
ment lite and death seem to divide betwixt
them the domiuion of mankind, and life to
have the larger share. It is otherwise in
war ; death reigns there without a rival
and without control.  War is the work, the
element, or rather the spirit and triumph of
death, who glories not only in the extent of
his conquest, but in the richness of his spoil.
In the other methods of attack, in the other
forms which death assumes, the feeble and
the aged, who at the best can live but a short
time, are usually the victims; here it is the
vigorous and the strong. It is remarked by
the most ancient of poets, that in peace chil-
dren bury their parents, in war parents bury
their children; nor is the difference small.
Children lament their parents, sincerely, in-
deed, but with that moderate and tranquil
sorrow, which it is natural for those to feel
who are conscious of retaining many tender
ties, many animating prospects. Parents
mourn for their children with the bitterness
of despair ; the aged parent, the widowed
mother, loses, when she is deprived of her
children, everything but the capacity of suf-
fering; her heart withered and desolate, ad-
mits no other object, cherishes no other
hope. It is Rachelweeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted, because they
are not.

But to confine our attention to the number
of the slain, would give us a very inadequate
idea of the ravages of the sword. The lot
of those who perish instantaneously may be
considered, apart from religious prospects,
as comparatively happy, since they are ex-
empt from those lingering diseases and slow
torments to which others are liable. We
cannot see an individual expire, though a
etranger or an enemy, without being sensi-

“ bly moved and prompted by compassion tb
lend him every assistance in our power.—

Every trace of res¢ntment vanishes in a

moment ; every other emotion gives way to
pity and terror. In these last extremities
we remember nothing but the respect and
tenderness due to our common nature.—
What a scene, then, must a field of battle
present, where thousands are left without
assistance, and without pity, with their

wounds exposed to the piercing air, while
the blood, freezing as it flows, binds them

10 the earth, amidst the trampling of horses,

another part you witness opulent cities taken
by storm ; the streets, where ng sounds were
heard but those of peaceful industry, filled
on a sudden with slaughter and blood, re-
sounding with the cries of the pursuing and
the pursued ; the palaces of nobles demo-
lished, the houses of the rich pillaged, the
chastity of virgins and of matrons violated,
and every age, sex, and rank, mingled in
promiscuous massacre and ruin.

If we consider the maxims of war which
prevailed in the ancient world, and which
still prevail in many barbarous nations, we
perceive that those who survive the fury of
battle and the insolence of victory, were
only reserved for more durable calamities ;
swept into hopeless captivity, exposed in
markets, or plunged in mines, with the
melancholy distinction bestowed on princes
and warriors, after appearing in the trium-
phal procession of the conqueror, of being
conducted to instant death. The contem-
plation of such scenes as these, forces on us
this awful reflection ; that neither the fury
of wild beasts, the concussions of the earth,
nor the violence of tempests, are to be com-
pared to the ravages of “arms; and that
nature in her utmost extent, or, more pro-
perly, divine justice in its utmost severity,
has supplied no enemy to man so terrible as
man.

Still, however, it would be happy for
mankind if the effects of national hostility
terminated here; but the fact is, that they
who are farthest removed from its immediate
desolations, share largely in the calamity.
They are drained of the most precious part
of their population, their youth, to repair
the waste made by the sword. They are
| drained of their wealth, by the prodigious
!expvnse incurred in the equipment of fleets,
land the subsistence of armies in remote
parts. The accumaulation of debt and taxes
diminishes the public strength, and depresses
private industry. An augmentation in the
price of the necessaries of life, inconvenient
to all classes, falls with peculiar weight on
the labouring poor, who must carry their
industry to maiket every day, and therefore
cannot wait for that advance of price which
gradually attaches to every other article.
Of all people the poor are on this account
the greatest sufferers by war, and have the
most reason to rejoice in the restoration of
peace. As it is the farthest from my pur-
pose to awaken unpleasing reflections, or to
taint the pure satisfaction of this day, by the
smallest infusion of political acrimony, it will
not be expected I should apply these remarks
to the peculiar circumstances of this country,
though it would be unpardonable in us to
forget (for to forget our danger is to forget
our mercies) how nearly we bave been
reduced to famine, principally it is true,
through a failure in the crops, but greatly
aggravated, no doubt, in its pressure, by our
being engaged in a war of unexampled ex-
penditure and extent.

In commercial states (of which Europe
principally consists) whatever interrupts
their intercourse is a fatal blow to national
prosperity. Such states having a mutual
dependence on each other, the effects of
their hostility extend far beyond the parties
engaged in the contest. 1f there be a coun-
try highly commercial, which has a decided
superiority in wealth and industry, together
with a fleet which enables it to protect its
trade, the commerce of such a country may
survive the shock, but it is at the expense
of the commerce of all other nations; a
painful reflection to a generous mind. Even
there the usual channels of trade being
closed, it is sometime before it can force a
new passage for itself; previous to which,
an almost total stagnation takes place, by
which multitades are impoverished, and

to remark the effects it never fails to pro- '
duce in those parts of the world which are
its immediate seat. The injury which the
morals of a people sustain fromran invading
army is prodigious. The agitation and sus-
pense universally prevalent, are incompatible
with every thing that requires thought or'
serious reflection. -In such a situation, is it !
any wonder the duties of piety fall into!
! neglect, the sanctuary of God is forsaken, |
!and the gates of Zion mourn and are deso-
least, had a proper feeling on this subject, late? Familiarized to the sight of rapine
and would open their bearts to the reflec-|and slaughter, the people must acquire a
tions which such scenes must inspire, instead | hard and uufeeling.cbancter. The preca-
of rushing eagerly to arms from the thirst | rious tenure by which every thing is held
of conquest, or the thirst of gain, would they | during the absence of laws, must impair
not hesitate long, would they not try every confidence ; the sudden revolutions of for-|
expedient, every lenient art consistent with |tune must be infinitely favourable to fraud |
national honor, before they ventured on this |and injustice. He who reflects on these
desperate remedy, or rather, before they | consequences, will not think it too much to
plunged into this gulf of horror ?° affirm, thet the injury the virtue of a people
It is time to proceed to another view of | sustains from invasion, is greater than that
the subject, which is, the influence of national | which affects their property or their lives.
warfare on the morals of mankind; a topic | He will perceive that by such a calamity,
on which I must be very brief, but which it | the seeds of order, virtue and piety, which
would be wrong to omit, as it supplies an| it is the first care of education to implant
additional reason to every good man for the | and mature, are swept away as by a hurri-
love of peace. . | cane.
The contests of nations are both the off- |

of Europe was interrupted.

The plague of a widely extended war,
possesses, in fact, a sort of omnipresence, by
which it makes itself every where felt; for,
while it gives up myriads to slaughter in
one part of the globe, it is busily employed
in scattering over countries, exempt from
its immediate desolations, the deeds of famine,
pestilence and death.

If statesmen, if Christian statesmen at

' My'"

spring and the parent of injustice. The|
word of God ascribes the existence of war
to the disorderly passions of men. Whence |
come wars and fightings among you? saith
the Apostle James, come they not from your
lusts that war in your membere? It is cer-
tain two nations cannot engage in hostilities,
but one party must be guilty of injustice ;
and if the magnitude of crimes is to be esti-
mated by a regard to their consequences, it
is difficult to conceive an action of equal
guilt with the wanton violation of peace.—
Though something must generally be allowed
for the complexness and intricacy of national
claims, and the consequent liability to de-
ception, yet where the guilt of an unjust
war ‘s clear and manifest, it sinks every
other crime into insignificance. If the exis-
tence of war always smplies injustice, in one
at least of the parties concerned, it is also
the fruitful parent of crimes. It reverses,
with respect to its objects, all the rules of
morality, It is nothing less than a tempo-
rary repeal of the principles of virtue. It is
a system out of which almost all the vir-
tues are excluded, and in which nearly all
the vices are incorporated. Whatever ren-
ders human nature amiable or respectable,
whatever engages love or confidence, is sa-
crificed at its shrine. In instructing us to
consider a portion of our fellow-creatures as
the proper objects of enmity, it removes, as
far as they are concerned, the basis of all
society, of all civilization and virtue ;_for
the basis of these is the good-wil e to
every individual of the species, as being a
part.of ourselves. From this principle all
the rules of social virtue emanate. Justice
and humanity, in their utmost extent, are
nothing more than the practical application
of this great law. The sword, and that alone,
cuts asunder the bond of consanguinity which
unites man to man. As it inmediately aims
at the extinction of life, it is next to impos-
sible, upon the principle that every thing |
may be lawfully done to him whom we have |
a right to kill, to set limits to military license : |
for when men pass from the dominion of |
reason to that of force, whatever restraints
are attempted to be laid on the passions will
be feeble and fluctuating. Though we must |
applaud, therefore, the attempts of the hu- |
mane Grotius, to blend maxims of humanity
with military operations, it is to be feared
they will never coalesce, since the former
imply the subsistence of those ties which the
latter suppose to be dissolved. Hence the
morality of peaceful ties is directly opposite
to the maxims of war. The fundamentsl
rule of the first is to do good ; of the latter
to inflict injuries. The former commands
us to succor the oppressed; the latter, to
overwhelm the defenceless. The former
teaches men to love their enemies ; the lat-
ter, to make themselves terrible even to
strangers. The rules of morality will not
suffer us to promote the dearest interest by
falsehood ; the maxims of war applaud it/
when employed in the destruction of others. |
That a familiarity with such maxims must |
tend to harden the heart, as well as to per-
vert the moral sentiments, is too obvious to
need illustration. The natural consequence
of their prevalence is an unfeeling and un-
principled ambition, with an idolatry of ta-
lents, and a contempt of virtue ; whence the
esteem of mankind is turned from the hum-
ble, the beneficent, and the good, to men who
are qualified by a genius fertile in expe-
dients, a courage that is never apalled, and
a heart that never pities, to become the de-
stroyers of the earth. While the philanthro-
pist is devising means to mitigate the evils
and augment the happiness of the world, a
fellow-worker together with God, in explor-
ing and giving effect to the benevolent ten-
dencies of nature, the warrior is revolving in
the gloomy recesses of his capacious mind,
plans of future devastation and ruin. Pri-
sons crowded with captives, cities emptied
of their inbabitants, fields desolate and waste,
are among his proudest trophies. The fa-
bric of his fame is cemented with tears and
blood ; and if his name is wafted to the ends
of the earth, it is in the shrill cry of suffer-
ing humanity ; in the curses and impreca-
tions of those whom his sword has reduced
to despair.

Let me not be understood to involve in
this guilt every man who engages in war, or
to assert that war itself is in all cases un-
lawful. The injustice of mankind, hitherto
incurable, renders it in some instances neces-
sary, and therefore lawful ; but unquestion-
ably, these instances are much more rare
tHn the practice of the world and its loose
casuistry would lead us to suppose.

|

I

Detesting war, considered as a trade or
profession, and conceiving conquerors to be |
the enemies of their species, it - appears to |
me that nothing is more suitable to the office |
of a Christian minister, than an attempt, |
however feeble, to take off the colours from |
false greatness, and to show the defarmity |
which its delusive splendour too often con-
ceals. This is perhaps one of the best ser-
vices religion can do to society. Nor is|
| there any more necessary. For dominion |
affording a plain and palpable distinction, |
and every man feeling the effects of power, |
however incompetent he may be to judge of
wisdom, and goodness, the character of a
bero, there is reason to fear, will alwaya be

|
|

thousands of the industrious poor, b‘“‘s
thrown out of employment, are plunged inte

-

too dassling. The sense of his injustioe

Dennis and the Priest.

A DIALOGUE.

“ Good morning ! Dennis.”

“ (Rood morning ! your Reverence.”

“ What is it they say of you, Dennis ! I
am told your have been to hear the preach-
ing of the soupers.”

“ You have been tcld the truth, your
Reverence.”

“ And how could you dare to listen to
heretics.”

« Please your Reverence, God is not a
heretic ; and it is the Word of God, the
Bible, that théy read.”

“’Aye,—the Bible explained by a minis-
ter ?”

“ No, your Reverence ; the Bible ex-
plained by itself; for when it is allowed to
speak, it explains itself without any assist-
ance from any other quarter ; and in the
very act of reading it, we allow it to speak.

“ But, after all, the minister preaches ;
and he insists on your believing what he
preaches ?”

“ No, your Reverence; the preacher tells
us not to believe on his word, but when we
go bome to take the Bible and examine whe-
ther it contradicts or confirms what he has
delivered from the pulpit.”

“ Baut, don’t you see tLis is a mere sham ;
and that you, the common people, cannot
examine the Holy Scriptures, so as to judge
whether they confirm or contradict what the
preacher says.?”

“ At that rate, your Reverence, St. Luke
made fools of the common people ; for the
preacher pointed out to us a passage in the
Bible which mentious that the Bereans com-
pared the preaching of the Apostle Paul
with the Holy Scriptures ; and more than
that, St, Luke commends them for doing
so.”"—Acts 17 : 14.

« Admirable, Master Dennis! you are
quite a Doctor of Divinity ! You know as
much as a whole Synod of Bishops ! Your
decision will be equal to those of a General
Council !”

% No, your Reverence ; [ make no pre-
tensions to judge for other persons ; but I
take the liberty of judging for myself. God
inspired the Bible: I read his inspired
word, and that is all.”

“ But you are not able to understand it.”

“ The proof that I can is, that I realiy do
understand it I understand very well an
almanac made by an ordinary man. Why
should J not understand the Bible, which
bas God for its author ? Cannot God ex-
press what he means as well as a mere mor-
tal ? Besides, the Bible speaking of itself,
says it is ¢ a light."—Psa. 119 : 105.

“ Dennis, you are obstinate and conceit-
ed”

“ Your Reverence, it he is obstinate who

never changes his opinion, it is you who are
y

obstinate ; but as for me, I found myself in
a bad road and changed for a better, that is
all. 1 have never pretended to be intalli-

e.

“ You are very conceited to think that you
know so much more than others.”

« Others are not very humble in thinking
they know more than God ; butit is to God
and not to my fellow-men that I hold my-
self responsible.”

“ I must tell you that if you go on rea-

Ik’souing in this way, I shall not admit you to

confession.”
« I confess myself.”
“ Not to me, at all events.”
% No; but to God.”

“ To God ?”

“ Yes ; to God, who declares in the Bible
that, ¢ if we confess our sing, he is faithful
and just, to forgive us our sins.’"—1 John
1.9.
“ The Church will not marry you.”

« T will get married elsewhere.”

« The Church will not bury you.”

“ 1 shall not trouble myself about my
dead body, if I save my soul.”

“ You will be excommunicated !”

“ No matter, if I am received by God.”

% No prayers shall be offered for you.”

4 I shall pray for myself.”

« No masses will be said for you to re-
lease you from Purgatory !”

“ They would be of no use ; for I reckon
to go to Paradise.”

% To-Paradise do you !”

«“ Yes : to Paradise.”

« How do you know that!”

“ Why, thus : I read in the Bible that
the thief when hanging on the cross at the
right hand of Jesus, after having confessed
his sins to Jesus Christ, who is God, said to
him, ¢ Lord remember me " *‘ Aud Jesus
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To-
day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.'—
Luke 23:41—43. If, then, a penitent male-
factor could be pardoned by believing on
Jesus Christ, I cannot see why, if I repent
and trust in the same Saviour, I may not
equally obtain salvation ; and the proof that
my hope is well founded lies in that I have
read in the same blessed book, that ¢ God
so loved the world that he gave his only be-

| gotten Son, that whomsoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasti
life’--John 3 : 16. But as I make a pﬁ
of the world here spoken of, it follows, that

“Itrustin Him who gives us * day by
day our daily bread ;" and if Gud be for me,
what can all those do who are against me 7"

“ You will be a laughing-stock 10 every-

“ And what will that signify > Was not
Jesus mocked and set at nought ?”

“ Everybody will shat their doors against
you !”

“ Jesus Christ had no where to lay his
head.” ’

“ You will be called an apostate !”

“ Was not St. Paul the greatest of apos-
tates a his conversion ?

“ Everybody will take pleasure in refus-
ing 10 do you a kindness |”

“ The world persecuted the Master, and
therefore may will persecute his'disciples ;

| and the more 1 am persecuted for my faith, |
the more I sball feel that I am truly adisci- '
"ple of Christ.”

“ Well ! we shall see how long you will
hold out !
any work.”

“ And what next ?”

“No one will receive you into their
society.”

“ So then the whole world will conspire

against me 7"
¢ Certainly !”

First of all, no one will give you |

testimony of Jesus; but heréia is the disad-
vaninge that | lie under in the thoughts of
many : they judge that I sufer not tor the
word of God, or for conscience—but tir
meddling with State matiers. To this 1
shall briedy say, that it is an old trick of
Satan to impute the cause of God's people’s
sufforings to be contrivements against the
State, when iu truth it is their religion and
conscience they are persecuted for. The
rulers of Jsrael pretended to put Jeremish
to death upon.a civil account, though indeed
it was ouly the truth of his prophecy that
made the rulers angry with him; and yet
they pretended he must die, because they
said he would have brought in foreign forces
to invade the land.  The same thing is laid
to my charge, of which I am as innocent as
Jeremiah was ; so Paul, though he did but
preach Chbrist Jesus, yet bis enemies would
have him put to death under a pretence that
he was a mover ot sedition. Upon a civil
account it is pretended my life is to be taken

away. Whereas it is because I pursue my

covenant, and will not prostitute my princi-

ples and conscience to the ambition and lusts
1 had rather die a covenant keeper
Behold, |

ol men.
than live a covenant breaker.

| am this day making a double exchange; I

lam changing a pulpit for a scatfold, and a |

if I believe, I shall be saved.”
« Bat while you are waiting to go to

“ And who will be at the head of thLe con- | scativld  tor a throne; and | might add a
spiracy ?” | third. | am changing the presence of this |

“ Who | who ! what does that signify |” | numerous multitude on Tower Hill for the |

“ At all events, whoever he may be, you |innumerable company of saints and angels |
may tell him that he is not a Christian, for | in heaven, the holy hill of Zion; and 1 am
Christ commands us to forgive offences,|changing a guard of soldiers for atguard of)
while this man indulges in revenge. Jesus | angels, which will reccive me and carry me |
commands men to love one another, and this | to Abraham's bosom. = This seaffuld is the
man appears quite disposed to hate me. | best pulpit that ever I preached in. In my
Should he happen to be a priest, you may | church-pulpit, God, through his grace, made |
tell him that his prototypes were members | me an instrument to bring others to heaven ; |
of the Sanhedrim, who, through hatred, con- | but in this pulpit he will bring me to heaven.” |
demned Jesus to death. Should he be an| Afterwards he said: “Though my blood |
Ultramontane, you may tell him that | am | be not the blood of nobles, yet it is Chris~|
astonished at nothing done by him and by | tian blood, minister’s blood, yea more, it is
those who invented the Inquisition. Lastly, | innocent blood. I magnify the riches of
should it be yourself, be assured that your | God's mercy and grace towards me, that I,
vengeful spirit is to me the best proof that | who was born in Wales, an obscure country,
you are not in the truth. Christ said, ¢ For- | and of obscure parents, should be singled out
give,’ and you take vengeance. Christ said, | to honorable sutferings. For the first four-
¢ Teach all nations,” and you refuse even to | teen years of my life I never heard a ser-
let them read the Bible.
ly ye bave received, freely give, (Matt. 10 :| my life it pleased (od to convert me.—
8) ; and you sell,—not, indeed the Gospel, | Blessed be God, who not only made me a
for that you conceal,—but you sell your | Christian, but also a minister, which is my !
masses, your prayers, your dispensations, | glory. I had rather be a preacher in a pul-

your baptisms, your interments ; but as for | ther be an instrument to bring souls to hea-
me, | can make shift to do without your | ven, than that al nations should bring tri-
wares, while I apply to that God who gives | bute to me. Formerly [ have been under a
heaven gratuitously.” spirit of bondage—yea, sometimes 1 have
“ Gratuitously !” had more fear in the drawing out of a tooth
“ Yes, gratuitously ! and this it is that|than now I have for the cutting off my head.
vexes you ! For when a blessing is bestow- | When fear was upon me, death was not near;
ed gratuitously, the concurrence of those who | now when death is near to me, every fear is
sell is not wanted. Yes, gratuitouely ! this | vanished. I am comforted in this, though
one word is ruinous to all your echemes. | men kill me, they cannot damn me; though
God gives, and you sell. God pardons, and | they thrust me out of the world, they eannot
you punish. God loves, and you hu(e.—|~‘h”‘ me out of heaven. I am going to my
How can you expect that we should not go te | long bome, and you to your short homes;
God, or wonder that we do not come to you ! | but I shall be at my home before you be at
But act toward me just as you please ; I |yours.”
bave learnt not to fear those who can kill| He prayed, that seeing he was called to
the body ; but only to fear those who can\do the work which he never did, he might
destroy the soul ; in other words, I stand in | have the strength which he never had.
no awe of you.” [
“ You are an insolent fellow.”
“ 1 am not ; but I have the courage to
speak the truth.” ,
“ You are impious.” {land there lived, many ycars ago, a little
“ I have been so, while bending the knec | girl whom I shall call Helen Earle. Her
before images of wood or stone ; but | have | father hud been engaged in the East India
ceased to be so, since I have believed in the | trade, and had accumulated great wealth.
living God, and trusted only in my Saviour.” I Her mother was a sweet, gentle woman, who
“ You are a miserable wretch.” | most tenderly loved her children, and en-
“ Yes, a miserable sinner ; but a penitent deavored to correct their faults, and develope
and humble sinner, I trust, whom God has | their excellencies. In Helen’s home there
pardoned.” was every comfort, and every luxury that
.“You will also be a heart could desire, but she was not always
“ What | shall be, I do not know, but I ! happy. She liad one fault which often made
know what I wishk to be. 1 wish for the | herself and her friends very unhappy. It
future to live in purity, because it was pre- | was the indulzence nl" a violent temper.
cisely my sins that crucified the Saviour. 1 She would allow herself to become _e.xr:ced-
wish to be sincere, just, and charitable, be- | ingly angry, and her usually beautiful face
cause Jesus has been so good as to give me | would be covered by passion.
everything. Allow me to tell you what 4 ! /
kind of person I am. When persons love | outbreaks of ill-temper, and did all in her
me I love them in return; when they do | power to restrain them. She talked with
me a favor I wish to return it two-fold ; the | her daughter earnestly and fondly in regard
more generous others are towards me the ; to the sin of such indulgence. IHelen would
more grateful I feel. Well ! has not God | weep bitter tears, and express muv.h regret
been generous to me more than I have words for the past, but she could not quite make
to express 7 He has granted me pardon,|up her mind to determine to overcome temp-
and heaven, and eternity. Thus my heart | tation. The task seemed too difficult, and
bounds with joy, and I am ready to do all | she shrunk from the attempt. Mrs. l',:nr‘loe
that God requires of me ; but what he re- shed many tears in secret over this sad fail-
quires of me is most delightful. It is to ingin her beloved child, and most fervently

love him and love my brethren,—to love  pleaded for help from Him who had given
even you Reverend Sir.” | her this immortal spirit to educate for eterni-

“ I do not want your love.” [ty. Sheknew that God alone could chdnge
¢ | shall not the less pray for you.” | Helen's heart and give ber power to over-
« I do not want your prayers.” | come sin, evea though assaulted by the fierc-
« See the difference between us, your ' st temptation.
Reverence. [ love you, and you hate me. | '()m: day Helen was very angry at some-
I offer you my prayers, and you refuse me | thing “‘hu'l} had occurred. Her mother led
yours. But Jesus Christ bas said, ¢ By | her up stairs to her own room 'un:i left her
their fruits ye shall know them : do men | alone. For a time she cried violently, then
gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles ?’ | she grew calm and quiet, and her mother
—Mast. 26: 16. Judge now, Reverend |could hear her walking back and forth

Sir ! which of us, you or I, is the disciplef:lf‘roﬂq the room, talking to herself. She
of Jesus Christ !” ! listened. How her heart rejoiced when she

[ heard her, repeat again and again, * I will
| conquer myself, [ will conquer myself,” and

A Speech Mfore belng Beheaded-i Helen did conquer herself. She came out

The Rev. C. Love, minister of Lawrence | of that room a <'h;u?«_gml_ child. She had
Jewry, in London, was beheaded on Tower | come to the determination, not that she
Hill, August 22d, 1631, in the time of Crom- would try to conquer, but that she wf)n/(l
well, for being suspected of plotting against ' conquer, and she nobly succeeded. Irom
the government. While sianding on the that hour she was able to overcome by it.
scaffold he uttered the following most pathe- | She grew up to womanhood remarkable for
tic and weighty remarks : | the evenness and gentleness of her temper.

« Although there is but little between me | None, who had not known her in ehildhood,
and death, yet this bears up my heart, there | would ever have suspected that she was not
ig little between me and heaven. It com- | always thus mild and lovely. 2rhly
forted Dr. Taylor, the martyr, when he was | Helen did for herseif w,!mt no m.r. ) }1
going to execution, that there were but two | friend could do for her. byldn‘ powcer "]
stiles between him and his father's house— | her will she cnnlru“:--l her nmpglwa, anc
but two steps between me and glory. It is| this triumph was of far m':r-; ‘.”“u"hl: ’h‘tl':
but lying down upon that block and I shall | then all the wealth of her ;x ler. o :AM
ascend upon a throne. I am this dﬂy sail- | her a blessinz to }“.T.”“.ml" b,l‘”l/n; llp" ;
ing towards the ocean of eternity, through all ber good purposee, @ et 'le‘ o T
a rough passage, to my haven of rest: “:.(,- pe ri'orm'lf." fliur?»'i of ll‘.'.‘i V-b'vll mu(l the fricti x]n
a red sea to the promised land. I think I which irascibility I"““’_'-‘S .”"'I"’."‘o”;"._' "
hear God say to me, as he did to Moses : | gave her that true "“"'_""l""«' w lﬂl(?.lf(', ',l..n}: 3
‘Go up to Mount Ne'bo and die there.) So | the char:u-:ﬂrt and which none can feel w 10
to me, * Go up to Tower Hill and die there !’ | @re Not conscious of the power to rule their
Isaac sai : own spirits.

St of Aniaclf thet Ba .was o'lg,. 2?;: No‘lhilv'l is to blame for having a quick
yectlben uk‘new w0 the day of 1 ;,ad vet || temper, but Le is to blame if he allows him-
: seyse, 1 e gou.zg, 1 knov{ the | selt to be overpowered by it. If hereally de-
k!m' i day o mm“; 'phce of my death termines as Helen did,to conquer himself, he
:ll:: ofll:‘z;‘:oe‘bu:'pmu: °the same ' The old proverb, “ where

kind of | will succeed. :
death as two famous preachers of the gospel will never

“1 will 6onquer Myself"”

In one of the oldest towns of New Eug-

| there is a will, there is & way,

| who shall this be?

Christ said, ¢ Free. | mon preached, yet in the fifteenth year of|

Her mother |
was greatly grieved and distressed by these |

{ tures, and with devout prayer for the inwa

fail in such a case as this, for success de-
pends entirely on one’s seit, and y

thing extraneous. .** (sod Ihv‘i's :
help themselves,” and he is ever ready
assist us in subduing what is wrong in our

{ onany-

» who

to

own spirits.

The Bible contains many passages which
condemn anger : ¢ He that s soon angry,
dealeth foolishly.” * Be not hasty in thy
spirit to be angry, for anger resteth in the
bosom of fools.” * Make no frieadship with
an angry man, and with a furious mwan thou
shalt not go.”  * He that is slow to wrath
is of great understanding, but he that is
hasty of spirit exalieth folly.” * Let every

man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath ; for the wrath of man worketh not
the righteousness of God.”

{ All habits grow stronger by indulgence.
It you allow yourselt to become angry to-day,
you will more easily become so to-morrow.
If you control your temper to-day, it will
be less diflicult to control it to-morrow.
Helen's victory was obtained by decision.

| To form the determination to conquer her-
self required more etfort of will, wnd more
strength of character, than any subscquent
struggle with her besetting sin could possibiy

d\\.

If you have any fault which you wish to
| correct, you must fully make up your mind
| to succeed.  You must resolve that you will

conquer. If you should occasionally be

overcome, yield not to despair, but with re-
newed courage try again.

* On yoursell, and God relying,
Try, keep trying "

— Independent.
-e

The Only Sure Guide.

We are bat pilgrims and sojourners upon
earth. We are rapidly passing through
time into eternity. We are poor, blind, and
erring sinners. We need a guide.  And
There are many com-
petitors for this office ; but they are false or
uninstructed guides. They will, therefore,
destroy or mislead us.

Shall Satan *guide” us? Satan attempts
to become our guide; but he will guide us
{into * all error,” instead of into * all truth.”

“ He is a liar from_the beginning.” Ile told
[ lies to Kve in the garden, and to our Saviour
in the wilderness. ** He futher of
lies,” and, therelore, of liars. When Ananias
told a direet falsehood respeeting his pro-
| perty, it was because * Satun had tilled his’
| heart.”

is the

| Sinful men, again, are no safe guides.—

your rosaries, your tapers, your indulgences, | pit than a prince upon a throne; 1 had ra- | The psalmist, in bitter disappointment of

spirit, seeing himself betrayed by some, an
maligned by others, exclauned in his haste,
{“All men are liars.” T'o a certain extent
| this witness is true : for what do we sce andy
| hear about us on every side? Why, we
|hnve false maxims, false principles; men
| calling evil good, and good evil, and puttiog
| bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter, andg
| with their philosophy and buman learning
! “darkening counsel by words without knows
| ledge ;" so that their best productions are!
| after all, mere * guesses at the truth,” nng

{ not the pure vamixed “truth” itself.  An
| there are some men who cast a scornful look
| of pitv upon those who cling to the Biblg
{alone for instruction, and stigmatize &
| supreme regard for God’s word as bibliola«
! try. Such men, witha parade of philosophy
and profession of earnegt inquiry, will ask
like Pilate, What is truth? but it is at onc¢
‘evi«]vnt that they, like Pilate, care not for &

| satisfactory answer to their own question.
Nor, again, are minjsters of religion safé
guides. “Shall I go up to Ramoth Gilead
was the anxious inquiry of the king of Israel
“ Go up, and prosper,” was the unanimout
reply of four hundred and fifty ministers o
| veligion; but, then, they were fulse minis
ters : they were all under the influence of ¢
“lying spirit.” It was, you remember, the
| complaint of Jeremiah : * The prophets pro
| phesy lies.” And our Saviour himself haj

293, |
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forewarned us to * beware of false prophets,
and has told us that such instruciors are bu
“the blind leading the blind,” the teache
| and the taught both falling into the same p
! of eternal destruction.

Nor is the church of any country a sur;
guide. For, as our nineteentb article e
| presses it, *“the churches of Jerusale
| Alexandria, and Antioch have erred ; th)

church of Rome hath also erred ; not onl

{in their living and manner of ceremonie

[ but also in matters of faith.” The only sa

guide, brethren, is, not Satan, not sinf

men, not ministers of religion, not ll’
¢hurch, bat the word and the Spirit of trut

| We must take the Bible as the voice of th
Spirit, and then pray the Holy Spirit t
open our eyes that we may understand whs
we read. Without the Spirit's teaching
even the word of God itseli’ will not ava
to your salvation. The mariner, who trs
verses the ocean, may have a perfectly cot
I rect compass by which to steer; Lut the
compass will be useless without lizht b
which to see it.  The Bible is valueless, ex
| cept its pages are illumined by the Spirit ¢
truth. In sitting down, therefore, to rea
| the Bible, we should always lift up od
| hearts in prayer for the Holy Spirit's teacl
{ing. If we do this, e will guide us not inf
| truth merely, but into all trath.
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| The whole Bible is given by inspiratio
' of the Holy Gliost; and the whole of the
| Bible, as far as relates to life aad godlines
the Holy Spirit will teach us. We shoul
i beware of forming systems for Ive
| This is the error which many com®Mt, an
they consequently walk in fetters all ”"'
days. | A man should read his I ble fire
and get his mind thoroughly imbued wit
scripture, before he sits down to conside
human systems.  He then will have bulance
in whié¢h to weigh, and a touchstone where
with to test, whatever is propounded to hi
as relizious trath. It is from negzloct of th
we have =0 much confusion of theologies
views at the present day. Students tak §
certain portions of the I3ook Commc
Praver, or the writings of the ancient futhe
:m(l'(‘f modern divines, and form from the
certain notions; and then they afterware
try to bend and wrest the scripture to st
those notious.  This course is atterly wron
The correct plan 1s to begin with the seri

ot

teaching of the Holy Ghost: and then
examine other writings, and require scri
 tural proof for everything advanced.  TH
is the direction of our Church in ner six
| article, and also in her ordination ervice
| and he who would be * u scribe well instrug
ed unto the kingdom,” “ rightly dividing t
word of truth,” must make the word of G
his first and last study, and prove all I
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