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chief cense is to’be found in the defection 
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there were 2,

as rslue in fomitnre. If these parties get into 
trouble how easy it is to see how to make good 
a small debt, or get a new supply of goods
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, . --uire to be improved—out of e - ^ for three ywre, j be!,eve, except as caused
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etioee egent to the head office of Wi snd these I believe/*, be small. What I

'"""^mroany * written ia so plain a way wy eTery oompany should have, which is doing
* e<^lVconviction of the truth of what , Urge business, it a special agent who should 
** •®*T,rtsted n comte, too, from a ^ 00Uiing but inspect neks. It might be 

is said to have netted a loss to once in three or four year, that he
<*! *“*7 company doing business «old make his rounds, but I believe the clear-
e+*rT- Z ^t ten voars and which used ing out would more than pay the oompany in 
‘h*W,0r Lt unenviable reputation for loeem saved, but the queetion arises, how many 
•e have a • ire learning the companies would run this nsk of losing bum
iaesodiarism. <- °,ul> k . should ness and getting the name of being hard with
lem». «d are extremely likely, we shou^ ^ paMic ,
think, to teach it perempto y I „ ny chief pointe condensed are these : that
Meats, that easy settlement an P P‘ |h# pnblic ^ insurance too easy, and that 
navment of excessive claims achieve an of IoaMa by some compames (or
expensive sort of popularity for any office. lgenti| lre made too easily in cases

»Ds*i Sib,—Your query as to the fires | where there is room for doubt, 
w, had you waited a few days, would have ^
taw'fore-snawared ■ I have been surprit at I -

things that have oome under my notice 
daring the past two years, and will give you 
nos a few facts and answer», or rather reasons 
for their prevalence.

the net loss of member!
The following year the 
leaving 2,150 certificates in fogce 
81,1888. The number has slnei 
to 1,700. With a death rate of Î 
risks exposed in 1887 and 11.82 
ing year, the members would not 
to the additional assessments neceesa^. to 
accumulate an emergency fund, and tfiee 
only thing left was to wind up.-
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>ÎEW METHODS OF TANNING.
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Novel methods of producing leather 
rapidly from hides have been plentiful 
enough in the last thirty or forty years.
We have heard an experienced tanner say 
tuât be could number them by the score. 
Besides those that were periodically tried 
in the older countries, by studious scien­
tists, there were clever Yankees who 
thought, a quarter century ago, that they 
had found out how to tab on short notice. 
There was a sharp man in St. John, fifteen 
years ago, who had a hopeful and attrac­
tive process for oak tannage. Then iq De­
troit a dozen years ago an ingenious and 
confident German thought he had a bon­
anza in a process which shortened, by the 
use of a secret chemical, the time neces­
sary for thorough tanning from months to 
weeks, and he formed the National Lea­
ther Co. to prosecute it. That concern, 
however, paid one dividend and shortly 
afterward went into the limbo of the un- 
demonstiated. None of these » short-cuts ” 
appeared to answer. Their aim was to 
shorten the time taken in the tanning pro- j 
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AN ASSESSMENT LIFE FAILURE.

Our readers are familiar enough with the 
. - £j-. disastrous record of failures of

- - DUmï ? ™ insurance concerns'in Pennsylvania and
been aocidental on-1 ^ ^ ^ given it many a time and

oft. But it may be that an instance even
some

ment
“ Of course there are a 

gns, fires Vhioh hsve .
intentional and where just claims have been

r^ht;r:rv:,dtJ -, ££ ^
££ might he avoided, a. you no doubt will who are stall unoonv.uced that »^ocie 
ÎÏTknfL noting my further statements. ties are not reliable as life offiws- A 

believe one cause of frequent firee to lie prominent society of the kind in e roi 
in the fact of some claims being settled tooLhe Union Mutual Life Association of 
Mdy by insurance companies or their agente, troit, has succumbed to the inevitable, an 
rstber than be known to reject or compromise WOQnd np its affairs. The reason, as 
.claim lor fear, of loaing businesa. As an qasintiy given by the Indimtor, «that it 
sdverttaement to get more business, money is .. buck " against the arithmetic,
paid over without regard to juatioe, truth, or Tyn yeare sg0, namely, on November 1st, 
value: Several casea have oome to my notice, ^ ^ aQoMy named commenced busi 
bat one only will I instance, being in poeitaon ^ ^ ftrgt feW years its headquart-
io verify. Yon will no doubt remember a fire Battle Creek, Mich., but sab-
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«bat I believe would have bought everything ,)0en anything but honesty in its manag firgt but gradually increasing in strength, 
dw had in the room three time» over, and thi. | ment Snd its failure is simply anotner ^ Btwping procw occupying on the

striking illustration <rf the certain death oi who|e tTom three to four months, and re 
all anaewunent attsociatiops and of q airing quite a number of pita,
mutability of the law of average. ' Electricity now steps in and-threatens, it

A protest deserves to be entered aga‘ u ^d, to revolutionize the tanning indus, 
the adoption, by societies of the kin , Electricity is doing wonders in these
names corresponding *> nearly truth to tell, in lighting and heating,
sound and long-established hfe * I motor, and in the smelting of alum., .
be liable to mislead. So good a P» .*1 naxn if that term be admissible and it

the Union Mutual Life of Maine might ^ premstare * say that it will not
bave been prejudiced 6y the existence “*, M<JeedPiB frpid Unning. An invention 

this defunct concern. ..'made and applied by a Mr, .Groth has ,
For some month, it appears tins Detroit uge tor some months i= » t“BerJ«

association has been delaying payment of ^ according to the Boston S«r«M.
its claims, until now it has 155,000 ouV ^ ^iemfsTYea attention. It consists of a c,r 

sUnding liabilities for death losses, w. Unki within which is * *™°ew°rk ''
»12 586 in Available assets with which ^ on wfaieh the hides to be taaned are 

^ „aV them. Therefore an examination gtretched The tank is filled with tan 
of its affairs was made by the. Insurance f which is kept warm, and the frame
Commissioner, and Charles Austin^ of the hides hang i. made£ revoNe
Battle Creek, its vice-president, named *» g moderate speed to keep up the neoe*

.. savs the Indicator, “ The offi- station. A current of electricity is
rTthe aLLuon give ***** Tudu^ to the Unk, the two pol^ frem

competition ’ as the cause of failure. I ou ^ dynamo entering it from opposite Hides 
^‘ttis'was a factor in the case, but the
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time was
should be effectual. It was not found pos 
sible to hasten the tanning of hides by any 
chemical or other scientific improvement, 
md the practice remained much the same 

when the art was first discovered.

■

with most of her stuff saved.
“Then, over-valuation i* another cause. In 

foot here I am led to wonder that more fires 
do not occur from this cause Poor people, 
especially, are apt to pot à fictitious value on 
their goods, over-valuing evén to themselves, 
believing they are worth more than they ever 
ooet, even after year» of wear and tear. I »old 
» row of four houses lately with à large lot for 
h,500. The ground or land I should say was 
worth at least WOO to 11,000. They were inaar-

” for 12,500,
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as

. edinthe -------" and the “
■ tally the value of the house» and lands both. 

The assured was one of the kind above men­
tioned, who appeared to think the place worth 
more, although he knew he oould sell at 12,- 
500 and make a good profit.

“ In arranging a loan for a Loan A Savings 
Company lately, I valued a Ifarm for them. 
The buildings were log and partit rame, in ex 
tremely poor condition, empty, and could not 
he valued at more than 1300. In fact 1 be­
lieve they coaid be put up new for that sum or 
» little more. They frere insured for $500 or 
$700, I forget" which. I have come across sev 
oral people who had twice as much insurance
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