
'“Y1py ■ ■ *• .- ,• x*
# V

i JP
i v

*^4 .
7i-

$3 ; •:>.■:S
» ? V

PAGE SIX /WESTERN QLAR10N

Materialist Conception of History . ■
J 6

FOR BEGINNERS
Series Concluded 

BY PETEK T. LECKIE
idea of their numbers when. "c 'earn 10,000 slaves daring that exposed children should be the slaves
were often sold m one day at the Delic slave mar- of their protectors, 
ket m the second century B.C., and we read of re­
volts being numerous.

The system of settling great numbers of the Bap-
D , , a, , , . , , The pcop,u of the aPPropri- J.arian captives upon Italian soil, compelling them
Buckle was quoted: that we perform cer- «‘«Hand were made slaves and. being cheaper than to work as slaves, was eventually the cause of the
tain acts m consequence of some motives as tae [ree labor then existing, they were worked for downfall of Rome and the need of food supply

a result of some antecedent causes. «U ri, and when exhausted were cast brought in the condition of serfdom into which slav-
Professor Seligman in his “Economic Interprets- °*' *1*te dogs to die. The proletarians were thrown erv faded

upon the streets and highways. Reform laws were In Rome s best days thè army was recruited from 
mp e, to pate i things up such as Licenian Law, the upper class and the service which lasted only

hunting the number of cattle on the common lands, during war was gratuitous. With the decade, mili-
. 11U'n ' ’ ot £l ' ' 'H,lnr'rs 10 be proposons:e tarv pay was introduced and property qualification

to slave labor employed and alleviation of debtors, for recruits was abolished
This Was of

HEN w e discussed the subject of Ÿ'ree Will,w
tion of History ’ ’ says :

“Although a man Ls free to steal or not to steal, 
his acquired characteristics are such that under cer­
tain circumstances an honest man will not steal.”

“In the ease of physical environment the matter 
is very simple. no avail as we have Tiberius Gracchus, 

100 years later giving a bird’s eye view of his coun­
try saying:

Serfdom, we noticed previously, was introduced 
into England by William the Conqueror 1066. There 
we saw how the Manor system with its democracy 

caves to re- "as broken up by the militarism of feudalism, 
men who spill their blood in Then with the growth of trade, the extention of the 

her cause, having nothing left hut air and light, market from the local to country, then to the nation- 
without houses, without auv settled habitations, they »l and finally to the world’s market was a result of
wander from place to place with their wives and ,|h- development of thiTmeans of production. Marx
children, and the generals do but mock them, when. "'■>* the first to draw our attention to this develop- 
at the head of their armies, they exhort their men ment. Professor Scle’gman says in his
to fight for the sepulchres and domestic gods, for Interpretation of History
arriong such numbers, perhaps there is not a Roman 
who has an alter that belongs to his ancestors 
sepulchre in which their ashes rest.”
I .eon s Two pages of Roman History. ”)

The private soldiers^fight and die to advance the peo*s'e- revolutionizing the methods of produc- 
wealth and luxury of the gre-1 and they are called ticn> al,ers w-*h them the whole character of society, 
masters of the world while they have not a foot of a,ld displaces feudalism with modern conditions. At 
ground to call their own. the present day this is a truism ; but at the time the

manifesto appeared it 
eeption.”

While an Eskimo may be perfectly free to go naked, 
it is no violent stretch of the imagination to 
that no sane Eskimo will do so as long as he remains 
in the Artie Region.

When we leave the physical and corny to the 
ial environment as we necessarily do in discussing 
the “Economical Interpretation of History” the es­
sence of the matter is not much changed. The 
theory of social environment, reduced to its simplest 
elements, means that even although the individual 
be morally or intellectually free the range of his 
choices will be largely influenced by the 
stances, traditions, manners and customs of the so­
ciety about him.

I may individually believe in polygamy and 
may be perfectly free to decide whether to take two 
wives or one. but if I live outside of Utah the chances 
are very great, that I shall be so far guided in my
decision by law and social customs as to content T ! 18 8,80 exalted olle day in the year,
myself with one wife. bor Ua-v) w|ieu his master talks about the dig-

"The common saying that a man s religion is "."'Y'l*1'" b“' “'Y •'«"'C'.*"“>">•« *« e.«„ing

(omet for him i, another ill,,.,ration, '
T, , ir l j . ' elder Lato, who may he regarded as a type . .
The son of a Mohamedan may become a Chris- of the Romans of the earlier period speaks of slaves ,heo,y ’ • • “«<•<’ «either his earlier works

turn but it is safe to predict for the immediate fut- simply as instruments for obtaining wealth and ho ^ 1847 or m,) 
ure the vast majority of the Turks will remain Mo- encouraged 
hamedans. The individual is the unit and may be 
ideally free. But for individuals living in society 
the theories that influence

’

assume
“The wild Leasts of Italy have their 

tire to, but the brave

soc-

Y EconomicFt
“After ascribing how the Guild System of in- 

or a dustry gave way to the modern industrial system 
(From De ’’astd on the world’s marke^and on the revolution 

in industrial production, Marx points out the bour-
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novel and strikingwas a con­
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I\ 45: JSut it was not until the publication of 
volume HI of “Capital” 
that continental writers realized the significant!^ of

11 years after hi% death

any of the volumes of “Capital” 
luid been translated into English the English speak-

nor

masters both by precept and his example 
to sell them as useless when aged and infirmed. The ‘"g peop!e llad 0ldy a opportunity of grasp­

ing the real significance of Marx’s theory or its 
corollaries. ’ ’

marriage of slaves was entirely unrecognised by law 
and in theirprogress are social the words adultery and polygamy 
had no legal meaning. At the close of the Republic
the masters had full power to sell their slaves as gr°W,h °f towua with t,le factory system of dividing 
gladiators.” "I1 îke 'vork of crafts into simple detail operations,

til , „ . . known as divisional labor. Not until the labor r
Constanthie bnt th" °Ht ^ perforn,<>d onp siml>le could the machine be in-
Lonstantu.e, but the barbarian conquest of the Ro- trodneed to displace him and as the machines nc

satîon oTbarbL ed ^ , The ces- ^me bigger and greater the power used to move
Treat f , 7,an CT,!e8’ lmpov<‘ri8h™cnt of them was transferred from the animal power the
grea families the need for agriculture to keep up water wheel and windmills to the steam engine ' The
the food supply led to legislation to attach slaves invention of one machine led to the iTce Jty of
permanently to the land. In course of time the free other as we saw the powerloom’sCd iol in
peasantry as well as the slaves sunk into the qualified creased production of van, brought about th/iuvem
' "Z , T°WLrd8 Tehend °f 8th ,10" °f « jenny, so that eve£ br^of

“ bcy°nd the,r natlve P^v- industry^was compelled to improve its means of pro-
were made destitute by CenTn'^TTves m FuroT-T Pr°hlb,ted" In th® 12th $K"tion in ordcr to keep step with theeneed of

prosecution and confiscation of their property. The almost mi know, ’ th **7 8nd were htnterial or the consumption of raw material, for in-
unbounded wealth of the rich aroused the envy of anLs t ", e“ UI^" Many peas" stancP- the improved-spinning of yarn led to better
the poor and fermented dangerous opposition of were ,h(1 , . ^ h? JIonk“ because they and fas-ey lopms, the steam engine lead to better
classes. Official corruption and craze for amusement, f /™ry Was dl8tuK;tly and method of digging coal and<mi on all through the
mdisposed the poor to honest labor and the mighty ever kboredTor t nsf,au,ty and no rehgion various industries. The weaV with his loom at
Empire fell ” (from Gorham’s Christianity and Civ- and pa8siy,e obJtnL °TT?6 I t , d°Clhty’ h°lne and hi cotta?e with its lefge garden was for-

• action.) anC‘ pa8SlVe 0bed,e“ce’ 0n Constantine’s orders a eed to aban on them and go to the factory. His
Rome was about always engaged in war. When any imprTeTimcrcouTe alth7 bUrned 'f they bad w°men folks who spun the yarn and made the clothes

the Roman Army was sending into Italy a continuous bidden Pope Urban II -avc 'h WBS °r' ha,i now also to leave home- The skill was elirnin-

stream of slaves, the masters drove them to work to reduce to ll ,u T * ^ a”d they now beeame faptory hands
naked, and fed them on the cheapest food, housed stinately refused","o aha,ulon8aft ““ PrieSU bad °b ,enders’ therefor- us,iered in was the great factory
them in miserable hovels. If the slave became sick of celibacy Traffic in the «al f 8 totroducUon svstcm with the competition of the worker keen be-
he was left to die. It was cheaper to get fresh slaves hibited ^ Diocletian m “^5 a°D 77 °' ^ ^ ^ °f thc
than to give treatment to the sick. of Ronen in the Qts r - The Conned faetor> system of England is a history of the indus-

The Negro slave of Amen** received better Lc«TTrue *77'™ fd W°men who had trial alavery of women and children, with the earn-
treatment because the supply was such that they the church It is prohableP that th” ^ ? 'T, °f ^ Wh°le family ^ving.a subsistence instead
were of some value, and therefor to lose a slave was up as Ive. or .«Lhi °£ the father the breadwinner,
a great loss. L^T. 7 T 7 eecle*natical We have seen the free trade and tariff qne*ion a

t “ e Cil °f Arlea iD| between sections of the master elL for an

msene h ®fterward8 * Uw ^ Charle- RdTtmh5ge over their competitors. We have seen
^ ,he enactment ot Constantine de- how ideas have changed according to their ec-

case
chcites.” M e saw how true this development was by the

We saw the downfall of the Roman Empire 
economic*

was
The jealously of the Capital 

oused by the provinces being drained of 
which was brought to Rome and squandered by the 
rich. As a result of conspiracies, real or suspected, 
many yoemen of the middle class were exiled from 
Italy and their farms went out of cultivation. The 
exhaustion of the wheat supply drove small farmers 
into the Capital and the Empire had to depend on 
importations from Africa. W ealth became monopi- 
iised by the few while multitudes were on the verge 
of starvation. 1 he cruelty of the Emperors caused 
men to live in a state of apprehension and insecur­
ity; many great families
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At the close of the Roman Republic the slaves 

formed a nation within a nation.
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