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The Power of Music
¢6 ERVE the Lord with gladness:
S come before his presence with

singing. :
One of the greatest surprises about
San Diego was the wonderful climate.

i as al

indicate that it robs other bird’s nests
to any great extent, as remains of

irds and bird's eggs amount to less
than half of one per cent.

It is on account of its' vegetable
food that the grackle most deserves
condemnation, Grain is eaten during
the whole year, and only for a short
time in summer is other food attrac-
tive enough to induce the bird to al-
ter its diet. The grain taken in winter
and spring problbly consists of waste

ernels from the stubble. The stom-
achs do not indicate that the bird

8 Wi it the

;:ul: corner of California, I cted
the heat to be almost unbearable in
July, but was not even uncomfortable
any of the time, while the nights, the
Pacific Ocean breezes, were refresh-
[ coal.
m'Al{ the exposition, there was a great
grand open-air organ, the first I had
ever heard. Owing to the even tem-
perature of the climate the San Diego-
ans can enjoy most of the year round,
its sweet, strong, beautiful tones, as
they sit there, under God's own can-
opy of sunny-blue or star-lit sky.

hen the singing to that organ ac-
companiment was a rare treat, wheth-
er it was the voice of a famous solo-
ist, a trained choir or the rousing
tones of the ,h"“ crowd of those
present. Out through the peristyle,
one could see the grand stretch of the

t ocean.
"'T'ihzl organ will mean much to the
people of that city. Music should pl:r
a much more important part in all
our lives. Just the other day I heard
a beautiful legend. Two fairies were
sent out with a basket. One was to
bring back all the request prayers he
could find, the other all those of
nksgiving. .

m;.I‘he Kﬁnt returned in a very short
time, with his basket overflowingly
full. The second did not appear until
late into the night, and even then the

‘bottom of his basket was scarcely

covered. In this there is a striking

pulls sp: g grain; but the wheat
caten in July and August and  the
corn eaten in fall are probably from
fields of standing grain. The total
amount of grain consumed during the
year constitutes 45 per cent. of the
food, but it is safe to say that at least
half is waste Puin and consequently
of no value. Although the crow black-
bird eats a few cherries and blackber-

ries in their season, and in the fall
some wild fruit, it apparently does no
damage in this way.

Large flocks of grackles no doubt
do considerable injury to grain crops,
and there seems to be no remedy, ex-
cept the destruction of the birds,
which is in itself expensive. During
the breeding season, however, the
species does much good by eating in-
sects and by feeding them to its
young, which are reared almost en-
tirely upon this food. The bird does
the greatest amount of good i
rvhen it follows the

lesson. arge hworms, of which it is so
ua‘:“. of the best ways we can show fond that it s metimes literally crams
our gratitude and thankful is by I8 ull of them,

singing., Teach our little ones our

d old hymns of praise, encourage
lgl::x':l to oinyg the many little beauti-
ful songs learned at school. It will
do them good. It will do you good.
1t will do others good. Sing yourself;
sing old songs; learn new ones, Many
will say with great conviction, that
they never could sing; then it is high
time to try to begin. One does not
need to be a prima donna, to express
this soul-gratitude, There is also the
sweet, low humming, the rollicking,

erry whistling.
mln ’lhe dark Lyl our baskets need
filling more than ever, with the notes
of for all the bl
still left. So if we do this in the glad
and in the sad hours, think that a
grand organ note of joy and thanks-
giving is constantly being raised to
the Giver of all good—I. H. N.
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The Grackles
T HE crow blackbird or grackle in

one or more of its subspecies is

a familiar object in all the states
east of the ocky ~ Mountains.
Throughout the year it is resident as
far north as southern Illinois, and in
summer extends its range into. the
Canadian provinces, In the psl
Valley it is one of the most abund-
ant of birds, preferring to nest in the
artificial groves and wildbreaks near
farms instead of in the natural “tim-
ber” which it formerly used. It breeds
also in parks and near buildings, often
in considerable colonies.

The grackle is accused of man
sins, such as stealing n and fruit
and robbing the nests of other birds.
An inati of 2,846 h
shows that nau!, one-third of ity
food consists of insects, most of
which are injurious. The bird also

eats a fi ils, crawfishes, salaman-
e, vl b, g oosatlonsll s

OUR HOME CLUB

A Back-to-the-Lander

the-landers? I am, but

¥ RE any Home Clubbers back-to-
A his

little story with which I hog:
to gain admission to your columns
not of my, own experiences. It is that
of a friend who is like myself, a back-
to-the-lander. It should, I think,
make many a country boy and girl
more contented than some of them
are with farm life.

This friend of mine worked in one
of the machine shops in the city of
Hamilton. He got good pay, lived in
a decent house, fed and clothed his
family respectably and managed to
make ends meet, and by strict
economy managed to save a few
dollars a year. He and his wife had
an ambition to own a little farm of
their own, and‘three years ago
threw up his job and they came to our
neighborhood and bought acres.
This city couple had their full share
of discouragements, but this year,
their third on the farm, they have
rounded the turn and are simply jubil-
ant over their success as farmers,
Their strawberry crop was one of the
best in our neighbor! and brought
in @ good many hundred dollars.
the meantime the men who once
worked with this friend side by side in
the machine shop in Hamilton are
mostly out of employmert, and hardly
know where the next meal is to come
rom. How much better off is Mr.
L—— on his 50-acre farm?

Dear Home Club readers, 1 some-
times hear the echo of discontent even
in these columns. The returns
the farm are not enough, we are told.

mouse. The stomach contents do not

DS showing only dol-
lars and cents are not as fa

O DATEY

as they ought to be, but let me tell
you as one who has worked in the
city and served under a boss that
the independence of the farm is worth
something. This surely is worth a
; farmers are the last people on
earth to starve and I am glad to be a
—‘‘Back-to-the-Lander.”
L

A Supporter of “Aunt Greta's”
Views

OU are a champion of the woman
suffrage cause all right “Aunt
+ Greta,” and I can probably best
express myself in the old-time phrase,
“Them’s my sentiments.” Your let-
ter in the Dec. 2nd issue called to
my mind a poem that I read not long
ago on this subject. It was an adap-
+tion of Kipling’s “If" to the suffra-
gist and runs like this:
If you can forge ahead when all about
ou

Are hanging back and oritiolsing you;

If you believe yourself when Anti's flout
you,

Yot keep it up till they believe it, too;

If you can work and not be grim and

grumpish,
Or being lied about, don’t ever tell

Or being busy, don’t grow frayed and
frumpish,

And yot don'y drees 00 smart mor look
oo well.

If you can learn to b .ve a liftedeysbrow,

If you can interest ¢ doubting dame;

If you can meet & etare or High-
brow,

And treat those two imposters jnst the
same;

It you can hear the Cause in all its

phases,
Misstated by the Anti's o'er and o'er,
And Heten to their hackneyed, worn-out

And being ficered—just up and take the
floor,

It you can make one heap of household
labors

And by _going at them get them done;
llyoanuwmn-lndmrn

e,
And never breathe & word to anyone;
If you can keep your heart and nerve re-

nowing,
When Rumor says another chance is gone,
And louhuld on when there is nothing

doing, -
Except :M Oause that esye to you, “Keep
onl”

If you can {afk to erowds and keep your
[+ "
Or walk with men, nor lose your woman's

ways;
It every wrong encounters your resistance,
And every it recelves your honest

Taise ;
rt you can take the thread as Fate may
in it
':n e _your web of life with right
will—
'OI"‘ got the vote and everything that's
n i

what is more, you'll be a Woman
still!

OY to Smaller Boy: You're a

bloomin’ fine soldier! ’'Ere’s me

taught yer everythink I know,
an’ vou stand there an’ don’t know
nothink !
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Make Your Maple Trees
== Produce a Profit

Never before has there besu such a
fine opportunity to earn big profits from
your maple trees,

The «upply of pure maple products s
far behind 'the demand: This means
higher prices and a market ready to take
all that you can produce,

Get ready now for spring tapping.
Select the necessary equipment as soon

s possible. In the meantime write for
our free circular which illusirates and
Imrlh; how you c:ll h Iie-l
Erado of sugnr and  ayrup —quicker,
Samler and a1 '8 lowar cos—Dy vaing
The Champion
Evaporator

8end for
Partioulars Today

MFG. CO., LIMITED

ington Street, Montreal

Wil reduce Inflamed, Strained,
Swollen Tendons, Ligaments,
Muscles or Bruises. Stops the
lameness and pain from a Splint,
Side Bone or Bone Spavin. No
lister, no ha': gone. Horse can

used. $2a b ctle delivered. Describe
your case for special instructions

ree.

and Book2KFree.

BRI e Gt ned. Torm Liga:

mc“.' Glands, Veins or Mllk,lm
.00 & botrie st Book ““Bridence® free.

o Ulcers. Allays pain.
SRS s

GASOLINE ENGINES

14 to 50 H.P.
Stationary Mounted and_ Traction

WINDMILLS
Grain Grinders, Water Boxes, Steel
Saw Frames, Pumps, Tanks, Ete.

GOOLD, SHAPLEY & MUIR CO,, LTD.
Brantford Wianipes Regina  Calgary

February 1,

ONTARIO CORN EXHIBITION

CURLING RINK, CHATHAM

2, 3, 4, 1916

4311 $2500.00 PAID IN PRIZE MONEY

For prize list and further

R. W, KNISTER, President
Comber, Ont,

Reduced Rates on all railroads.
Prof. R. A. Moore, Wisconsin, Judge

Entries close Jan. 2gth

particulars write Secretary.

J. W. NOBLE, Sec.
Essex, Ont,

X




