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February 18, 1915

What of the Homse Marke 2

AIRY

FARM AND D

The Outlook for the Importer and Breeder Discussed by Breeders who have Long
been in Close Touch with the Business. b

L1 ORSES are lower in price than they were
a few years ago,” said Mr. John Gard
house, of Highfield, while speaking at the Ottawa

Winter Fair, “and I am inclined to think that it

is just as well that they are, because horses are

Roing to be more needed than ever this coming

vear owing to the Hrger acreage likely to be

put under cultivation, especially in the western
provinces, Power trac tors seem to be less popu
lar than formerly in the west. This year the ary
on all sides is for in.rcased production, This
means that more horse-pewer will be required to
cultivate the land

“From 1867 . y377 horses were low in price

In 1878 the market began to improve and con

tinued to do so until 1890 or 1891. During the

nineties, prices dropped until the low point was
reached about 1900, From 1900 prices advanced
once more until in 1910 and 1911 they reached
their highest point Since then prices have de-
areased until mow heavy dray horses that sold
in 1910 and 11 for from $250 10 $300 can be
bought to-day for from $190 to $260. The high
prices paid during the eighties were clused by
good trade conditions with the United States.

It was a bad day for many of our f;
they sold their best mares that shou
kept to breed from .

“The main fac or in the
1900 to 1910 wis the development of western
Canada. Whils western farmers still require
many of our Cmtario horses, the demand out
there is still « mewhat quiet, It will probably
be some time, if ever, before horses Rget back
to the high prices that prevailed a few years ago.

“Where thore ; re permanent good roads in our
cities, the motor aas hecome a rival to the horse,
including the he- vy horse. The effect of motor
traffic has been 16 keep down the price of horses.

Fect of the War

“The war hi, not raised the price of horses
as much as we would have supposed. It has
made a demand for a certain class of horse that
can be purchased at a fair price. Tt is a class of
horse that thig country can best spare. The
United States has sold many of this class of horse
to both Great Britain and France. This should
help the price of the ordinary work horse in
Canada, as hitherto many horses of this class
have entered western Canada from across the
border.

“Looking at the past as well as at existing
conditions we must decide what we will do. My
advice is to keep right on breeding and that we
should aim to breed the best. The man who
breeds the best is sure to win in the end

“The draughi horses of Belgium and France
will be almost annihilated during the war. The
farmer who is raising a few good draught colts of
he right kind now should find & market for them
before long that will be botk, attractive and pro-
fitable. After the war is over, both Belgium
and France may look to the North American
continent for a supply of good heavy horses for
their foundation stock. While it is possible that
these countries will prefer to #o to the United
States, where it will be easier for them to obtain
ltorkdlhbn_adntiqllh,llnlndhdh
believe that we in Canada who have the right
kindo'lme'ﬂllldnlnrhtlormmhthm
countries also, The shortage that will be created
ineheUnMMby&oukolMollhlh
will be certain to prove benefi

Breeding Army Horses &
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o horse that is suitable for army Purposes, 1|

-

armers when
Id have been

high prices paid from

am inclinéd to think that the average farmer is
not in a position to raise such a horse unless he
'S given assurance that he will be able to selj it
at a fixed price when it js about two years of age.
Horses of that character are not suitable for farm
work. For that reason the average farmer is un-
able to carry them along profitably to an age
when they are marketable.

““Breed the best. Spare all the good, well-bred
mares, and breed them to the best sires obtain-
able. Aim to get away from the misfits of which
we have far too many to-day, There mever was
a time when there was a call for more careful
breeding and feeding on the part of farmers
than the present.” Y

Expert Opinion on the Horse Market
By the Directors of the Clydesdale Association
ANY are asking as to the future of the

horse industry

While not claiming any
superior knowledge on this subject, after a care
ful consideration of all the conditions having any
bearing upon the future of the industry, we would
say that the outlook is most promising

There

A Good Type Where Heavy Implements Are Used.

Reaey Braft Winardine, warss that
is in grea

and more popular AT S
are those who see in the cessation of railway
building on a large scale and other big under-
takings, such a falling off in the demand for
draught horses as will seriously affect the market
for some years to come. Probably that would
be the case were this the one hig source of de-
mand. Just at present the lumbering industry
is at a standstill, but this condition is not Jikely
to be long maintained. As soon as the war is
over, and possibly before it is over, there will
be a revival in lumbering operations which will
afford a big outlet for horses.

Then there is the demand for city trade and
farm work. Both these sources of demand have
been on the quiet side during the year. Fo: some
time the eastern farmer had a good market for
his horses in the west. He cannot, however, hope
to bave that market always at his disposal. The
western breeder is annually increasing the supply
of horses available for farm work in the west,

4 be conserved mbove all others are the
—'E—ur : aity 4 % ocneironstn St s becoming mope  €XPOrtation  of
for and oonst, FPOses a1 m| ore
ou the lu-.’ -'l"o.-u. zor ,--Iiu heavy implemente—the donble
or instanoce.
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This is a situation that should not be viewed
by the eastern breeder with regret. It is a credit
to the men of the west that they have had the
enterprise and the courage to take horse breed-
ing on the extensive scale which they have. They
have been the best customers of the “eastern
breeder and farmer for many years, and will con-
tinue to be customers, hut to a more limited ex-
tent as the years go by,

So much for the local situation, The influence
of the war upon horse breeding generally is de-
serving of careful consideration. One has only
to recall the great waste of horse flesh in the
countries in the war zone, and the rapid destruc-
tion of horses in the war itself, to be convinced
that the world’s supply of horses is being re-
duced at a very rapid rate. The average life of
a horse in the battlefield is said to be only 1%
days.  The chief demand is for remounts, and
thousands have already been taken from this con
tinent for this purpose

It is reasonable to sup
bose that when the supply of the lighter types
is exhausted, the heavier kinds will be drawn

upon. At any rate, with the withdrawal of horses
for remounts will come a demand for the heavier
kinds 1o fill their places, It looks, indeed, if
hostilities are long continued, that horses of all
kinds will be drawn upon to supply the waste of

war. This will have its effect on the market, not
only for the lighter types but for the heavy

draughts also

When the war is

over and peace is again
restored, there will
come a demand for
breeding stock in the

horse line such as this
country has never be
fore witnessed And
this demand will not
be | confined to types
suitable to breed re-
mounts, The war has
put a stop to horse ex-
porting from France,
We understand that the
French Government has
already issued an order
prohibiting the expor-
tation of breeding fe-
males until 1920, There
is not likely to be any
males
from that country
cither, In Belgium ex-

portations because there are no

have ceased
horses to export.

In Great Britain the horse supply is being
rapidly reduced for war purposes, and our infor.
mation is that many draught horses are being
taken. In any case prices have advanced and
the importer will have to pay more than he did
A Year or two ago.
much higher prices still, which will undoubtedly
have an effect upon importations of Clydesdales
for some time, all of which will add to the vajue
of the Canadian-bred animal; in fact, it is claim-
ed by some who have made a close study of the
situation that breeders in Scotland may be iook-
ing to Canada to supply them with breeding
stock in the not distant future.

The farmer has bean somewhat demoralized
and pauperized in the past 25 years by the work
of officialdom for him. T might cite as an in-
stange the case of Perth county, where there are
no farmers' organizations, and they are wajting
for a district representative to do their organiz-

Western farmers who have led as in organiting
~W. C. Good,

The indications point to *
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