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ber in the dense atmosphere of corruption. Then
the enemy in ambush, watching for this moment,
advanced, bound the strong man, put out his
eyes, and treated him as one of their most wretched
slaves. A condition, alas, worse than sleep !
Samson is now only a poor blind slave, the sport
of the enemies of Jehovah, Let us not be mis-
taken as to this, that the enemy was more iiostile
to God than to Samson, for the vanquished Naza-
rite became apparently the witness of the victory
of the false god Dagon over the true God. The
lack of reality in Christians is the world’s most
powerful weapon against Christ. In despising
the unfaithful believer, it is really Him which the
world finds the opportunity of despising.

Thank God, the history of the last of the judges
does not close with this defeat. God will have
the final victory in spite of the unfaithfulness of
His witnesses. Samson recovered his nazarite-
ship in this state of bitter humiliation. *¢ Howbeit
the hair of his head began te grow again after he
was shaven” (ver. 22). Samson was not a man
of prayer. Only twice in all his history do we hear
him addressing God (xv. 18; xi. 28) Here,
whilst his enemies were celebrating their triumph,
Samson cried to Jehovah. For my own part I ap-
preciate in a man of God an end brighter than
the commencement, though, doubtless, this is not
what is highest. The path of Christ, the perfect
Man, was one of perfect evenness and uniformity
in the very many varied circumstances through
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