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J*, vKik place to the agricultural labourers in 1897. 
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that, the proportion of the
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in the United Kingdom, and a tendency 
decrease in the number of hours required for I 

a week’s work. It scents likely that the advance was f'h capila| and higher images.
cau>. d by a general movement to recover the ground * m ,hc condition of the working, the artisan
lost during the depression of 18.93, >«>»4 and '«-*5 In bcin„ s„c|, as to ensure their contentment and
those tears the number out of work was double what ’ L as t|lercby social order and peace are as- 
i, was in 1896, when a number of strikes occurred I d ^ , am, ,aVour interest work in con-
which affected 198.687 workers. Out of these 78.- •
,w> gained what they struck for; 66,320 submitted to ' lCn 
employers’ terms; and 53,598 affected a compromise. 
ln the strikes of 1896, there was an aggregate of 3,- 
748.525 days lost, involving a wages' loss of not less I „,e maj„rity of British insurance journals
than from 5 to 6 million* of dollars, which would pay * crrilit Mr. Chamberlain for conducting
,4.0m men the average artisan wages for a whole year, h <; n,:l,ion Act through the House of Com- 
In this aspect of the labour question, C anada has a re- th'.v C()11li„ue complain of his assumption
markably favourable record, as our industries have - - what ,he cost of risks under the Act
been very little disturbed by strikes, which we regard « ^ hi, rrfen, speech at Manchester, Mr.
as an evidence of the higher intelligence of ( ana.han I again madc references

work people, and their enjoying more comfortable — ■ which have caused much talk and
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that if the cost of living advances pro rata with wages, 
or in a higher degree, the condition of the wage- 
earner is not improved by higher wages. If wages, 
on ,he other hand, remain stationery, or advance while 

of living is declining, then the wage-earner 
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Bureau gives a table showing what one dollar would 

buy in 1897 and in previous years, which we con­

dense as follows:—

“ Of course he is anxious ,0 exhibit his nwuoffsp mg 
in the best possible light, and to prove that he Ac u 
not only a good but also a cheap one, but, I k the 
hdv in the play, he doth protest too much. The Ac 
is both a good and a cheap one, but not sodieap a.

,b* Mr C hamberlain would have us believe. MrXha,
S:S berlain is in the position of a -«nse who nukes^a 
2.1« strong statement but fails to support 1 »>y t 
:i.5t V witnesses On what authority does Mr.

17.hi; of credible witnesses .t,.,!,ration that ui
23.81 Chamberlain make the confident decla 
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liption, the purchasing power of a $1 has increased an J ^ made by insurance companies

since .872. In dry goods its buying power has also urg • advertising, and dividends and in
enlarged, especially in sheetings, prints and flannels. mam,(acturers, not engaged
These data apply generally to labor condn.ons m . exceptionally dangerous trade, to t.iLc '
a,l.i In this Dominion, as in Great Britain, I ran v. ’ , join with others m the same
Belgium, and the United States, there has been an themselves
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