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A TALK or THE ?*»•

By Ibc sulli.ir of “ itatltia the Ikcfor,”

[Continued from our fdsM
On :i Sunday morning tin* mâtine who $* 

place,I as sentinel over the light that is al. 
ways burning in the cockpit, has no sinecure 
o.Iici*. His arm is generally made still tor 
the ensuin ; week by continuous brushing. 
Those also who can boast of the shadow of a 
beard upon t’» ir chins, give, nt this impor­
tant crisis, ample employment to the ship s 
bariier.

In a three-decker there « generally some 
feud between the larboard and the starboard 
berths, an l whil.4 t ie young gentlemen ate 
en gag' d on their sedulous and all engrossing 
occupai.» i of Adoniz.inir, the opportunity is 
generally seized for making predatory excur­
sions into the deserted berths. An ill guard.-»! 
coHc-ltutth* of rum is generally the reward of 
a successful foray ol this sort, a dreadful cob­
bing th-a :i niant upon a failure. We have 
altered all llrse things now, in the navy. 
Little bo vs, fr.-sh from school, will talk of 
their injured honour, and oil their Manton 
hair-trigger* at the breath of insult. The 
young gentlemen, at present, are very pret­
tily behaved young gentlemen indeed ; but 
let neither us northern, on that account, des­
pise the roil (li Bailor midshipmen, who settled 
their disputes with their lists, thought more 
of their country's honour than their own, and 
nobly supported it too, with Dunran, Howe, 
and Nelson.

But ill. Jbe midst of this best ling, bawling, 
brusbin . iHI slopping, we must now discover 
how our bvro was employvd. He was just 
about half as mis'raidc as a man that is going 
to be hung that dav fortnight. His captain 
had, as vet, scarcely noticed him ; the li'-u- 
tenants had openly slighted him, and even 
his messn. it-s, and the petty officers of his 
own rlav», In 1 hitherto affected a contempt 
for him. Now where a man has to bear up 
against an accumulation of contumely, you 
may Ink • it as u sound philosophical truth, 
that he will do it with the more chance of suc­
cess, the hitler that he is attired. ’Tis hard, 
very hard, with soiled linen and a threadbare 
coat, to att-mpt to look down on perfumed 
and well dressed pride. Horace felt this, 
this Sunday morning, and felt it bitterly, lie 
had performed his lavations with scrupulosity, 
his cloth-s were still good and neat, and lie 
had both his hat and boots in the best order ; 
but he had shipped his last clean shirt on the 
previous Sunday. Though he knew he had 
hut thirl vn, he still continued to count them 
oyer and over again, as if the art of enurnc- 
niingthe n would increase their number.

Mr. Peter Wilkins, the mn of a wholesale 
cheesemonger in Tooley-street, and whose 
father was the deputy of the ward ; and Mr. 
Jacob Filkins, the son of a retail groc-r (hut 
•till in a large way,) ready dressed for mus­
ter, atm! (iv r poor Horace, insulting him ! 
with their pity, and irritating him hy their re- I 
marks.

« Poor fellow ! ” said Mr. Pet r Wilkins, ! 
looking complacently on his own proudly em­
blazoned frill, and acting the compassionate, 
« he hayn’t got never a clean shirt—what in 
the world will he do ?”

« Sha n Ah’rain, skulk, go on the sick list ; 
brig mil 'limite, poor, shabby.” Mr. Jacob 
Filkins loved to be sententious, hut he did not 
sp much love the looks that his sententious­
ness had brought upon him from its object.
« Yes,” said Pet *r to his friend Jacob, “ you 
come to the point at once. No a* yon know, 
Filkins, folks who are nobodies, and the sons 
of nobodi's, may do very well for cutters and 
brigs, an t craft of that sort, and pass for gen­
tlemen then too, hilt young gentlemen who 
b«lo i » ti lino of-hitth ships ou'ht to he sons 
of so nabo lies; m v my father allows me forty 
poun Is a-veir, Filkins, which you know very 
W'll: an I mith'r, Mrs. D'puty Wilkins,

** I know you hare,” said hit Achates, 
a and I’ve got almost as many, end live of 
them are clean yet ; but I could not demean 
myself, you know, looking nignitkyntly upon 
poor Horace.

** No, you rouldnN, Filkins, M:ts| not dis­
guise everybody that isivilsi.ly, like a .gentle­
man. or I would lend tin* poor devil Otis my- 
self.”

“ fi-irrar on horseback—tide to the devil,”
said Filkins.

And thus these two rity-sprang worthies 
mutually inflated the pride of each other. 
Poor innocents ? they knew lint ail this time 
tiow near they were to the verve of danger. 
Still they stood over Elnisford, marking his 
every article a* he pulled them forth sepe- 
rately from his c|»»t-t. At length the searcher 
after dean linen had made a very decent pile 
of clothes Ujion the deck, for now lie liad 
nearly routed to the very bottom of this mas­
sive receptacle of his goods and chattels. 
Siill the two youths, Wilkin* and Filkins, 
looked down upon his labours with all varia» 
lions of superciliousness.

“ I’m tliinkinr, jklr. Filk.inV’ said the «on 
of the D-puty, “ that 11 iey’ll |> -at off Indivi­
sion» in wo time, and this 

be must headed for t!

starched and imnuicuhito cambric handker­
chief that he had taken from the lady l*a. 
brlla. Ik* opened it out, and looked upon it 
wistfully. He threw his whole Soul into the 
msli of recollections, amt, for a ehoit space, 
floated rapturously down the stream of time. 
In those moment* he did the beautiful girl 
justice $ he arnuiUetl her of Uruitlessness, 
and pronounced himself guilty of folh the 
most inexcusable. ** |,” said lie, *« to aspire 
to (lie hand iff the only daughter of an carl, 
who cannot, ,ui a Sunday, command it chan 
shiil. Presumption—matines» Î ”

“ Yes,” continued lie, hull" aloud, «her 
conduct was tin* wisest, discreelest. She 
showed me that she liked me well enough t«> 
encourage me to be worthy of her—to xx in her 
by my wmtli ; and if there is vigour in this 
arm, and firmness in this heart. I’ll win her 
yet.” After this rhapsody he did not titiu hi? 
lace to the wall, for tlnre was no wall, with­
al, to turn hisfac- In; but lie turned it against 
tlm carin'of the chain-pumps, end, clapping 
the cambric to his lips, gave it, with the best 
;ood«WlH, half * dozen hearty kisses, after 

the manner of lovers. Then, not thinking 
those endearment# sufficient, ho placed the 

brig’s mldshipmalv lo?o.<okvn u .ainsi ids liosom, and then anew 
rest of tin* day, I li ght broke In upon him ; it was the Inspira*>.iii i-. in ii.'. ii> wii >* ii ». m i h '.il,. 'i ,ii . I'.. tr> ui'i ,i . ll » .1» .li. ».i.'j 11 a-

t say, come here, oil ol" ye—-took at Elms. tion of lev», Fuoffv it i«tio great slietrh of
ford —lie's raving ma-1. See here, he’s fling- i 
in / his duds all out of hi* chest—fob ! here’s 
a kit for you,” continued the orutor, giving 
the pile of garments that lay on the deck a 1 
mosA contem|ftuo»s spurn with his foot.

ti<*n to siipjM *e, that a very small 
emanation of the aonl of hi#own Isabella was 
near, arid whispered him the brilliant idea.

Despair ttra? no longer on his brow, but 
pride and cheerfulness mantled over his

And a kick for you,” said the enrusred tenanre. Horace w.is » hid of ingenuity ; 
Horace, starting up, and sent the astonished [no one better understood how to rig a jinV- 
Wilkins some feet off hy the vigour of the mast, contrive a make-shift rudder, or achie ve 
application, until fie was brought up by fall- | end* with the least possible means. He put 
ing down into a basin of well used knap and . on the Hoariest shirt that he had ; he then di­
water, that effectually spoiled the frill and j vided the pure and precious cambric exactly 
collar of Ins clean -lurt for tliut <' '>•» I into halves ; as he rut through the worked

My friend,” said Filkirgi inl -rpusVig Li? | coronet in the eenlre, he sighed a little, but
long nose.

‘* Hand him that,” eeplied Horace, strik­
ing this said interposing nose smartly over its 
bridge. As the wat*r gushed forth from the 
rock, when strikenhy the wand of Moses, so 
rushed forth the sanguineous streams from the 
magnificent organ of Filkins ; and thus, in 
less than une minute, Were two clean shirts 
spoiled.

** I’ll have the satisfaction of a g -ntlcmau, 
the moment we get on shore/’ said Wilkins, 
putting on another s’riit.

“ And so will I,” said I'llkins, pulling off 
his Moody one.

onsidered it altogether as a good omen. “ We 
will divide our honours as well as our hearts,” 
lie said. Having made this division, and ta­
king rare that the hemmed corners should tie 
before, hr brought two of them up through 
his black silk handkerchief, aiul lo ! a pair 
of finer or stiffer shirt collars were not exhi­
bited in the grand fleet that day. Having ad­
justed this peculiarly to his satisfaction, he 
brought the remainder of the handkerchief, 
having first impressed txvo or three plaits upon 
it, over his bosom, and, uniting the two pa its 
in front with a handsome diamond pin, lie. 
hold, he stood forth a naval exquisite of the

“ Then yoiVIt g* t more then you are en Vu ‘ lit< water. Of course, * few common pins 
tied to,” said lfora/e, workiit ; away nt hi# I were put in requisition, in order to keep this 
fhest. I splendid invention in it* proper situation.

** Low f !!ow—brig’s midshipman—father j But there i* no privacy in a cockpit. The 
xvouhl asbinish him ashore,” muttered Wilk* I above operation had been watched by many a 
in». ^ [ wondering, many an admiring eye, and two

“ Very low—how he would stare - our vit- j pair of envious and jealous ones. These be­
ll at V'ckham—green verandah—American 1 lenved to the kicked ami beaten Wi'kii s and 

small sugar-cask-pnint"d and , Filkins. About live minutes before the drui 
varnished—looks lik ' ’

After ail, the pelfy rares ol III * are the minute anil a-tinlf precisely, everyone there I 
most annoying—the most subduing. We can ; became acquinted with the nature of the in. 
meet great misfortunes with firmness, and grniotis contrivance that was about to he offer-

m « small mi ,,s.im'n au i i ni.ms. .voui live mmmes oeiore me nruni 
lied—looks lik' a vase—had him there i bad beaten to divisions, these two gentlemen 
iv who’s who,” replied Filk'ms, had repaired to the quarter-deck, and, in a
*r all. the petty cares of lif • are the minute and n-hnlf precisely, every one there

bear up nobly against torrihl reverses. Is our 
country invaded, our fields plundered, and 
our lives, and the lives of those who are dear 
to us threatened, we gird up our loins like 
strong nvn ; our step becomes more proud ; 
there is even a smile of haughtiness and dé­
fi on-e upon our countenances. In a struggle 
of this sort we may lie destroyed, hut the bet­
ter part of us, th» soul, cannot In» overcome.

Hut to appear among our equals mean, ri­
diculous, sordid, beggarly ; those are the 
stinm tint enter into and fester the heart of 
the proud man. Horace Klmslunl would much 
rather have marched up to a well served hat­

ed to their admiration.
The captain did nothing but rub hie chin 

with delight at the invitation ; and so eager 
xvashe to have an ocular "proof of its perfec­
tion, that he ordered them to heat off full two 
minutes before the arntstomed time.

Bub, (luh-a-duh. The marines, half smoth­
ered with pipe-clay, and their eyes protiuding 
from their sockets, on account of their club­
bed pigtails being tied so tightly behind, are 
under arms on the poop. Every officer in the 
ship, in his show clothes, is or ought to be on 
the qu irter-deek, and the seamen come up, 
n»t rushing end scrambling as at the ho; t-

w 'll ; an! mtVr, Mr*. D-puty Wilkins, as I","" ”7»», ” lu 1
tm loti T-nt-v nil. IV. nil hi in our w«d, 'Hi he hi r-nrln-d th" vrrv hollo 
tnk-'i exr- t ut mv ri'-out n-ver disgraces [ »,r’.n ,111 dispiur. lengt 1 he
the shin; w!iy. I havj six-anJ-thirty linen , bedded in lavender spri's, and delict
.......... . - I tu.mmi'd in rlnan wrilin r n:iner. I

tery, than have faced the annoyances of that swain’s pipe, but with a decent quiet bef.t- 
Suodav morning. _ _ ting th" sacred day. Every man is sciupu-

But h * was not entir- ly without resource, louslv efonn, and they range themselves in a 
Tlv r*nius of love xv,.s, all this terrible ti ne douhl • row entirely round the ship.
of tribulation, watching near him. lie wns ,T— *•—------ J- -r —*--*-----* *
too proud to feign sickness to avoid the mus- 

' ' ' 1 *' very bottom of his

ibirU !”
.  ...........................-r—, — delicately en-
| wrapped in clean writing paper, the well

Vp xvit'i the crowds of master’s mates and 
mi Ishipey n came Horace Elirsford, with his 
division list in his hand. He is the cynosure 
of all eves ; ev-rv officer has some thing to 
say to him ; and the gallant captain himself, 
for the first time, condcccnds to speak to him,

.nid I»id# him give a detail uf the loss of the 
trig of fos* of wai to v.hit'll be had recently

I'oor Itorare, he w.rs more than half aware 
of the cause of all the littering*, and jokings, 
and eenitiniziiig glance# w ith which he was 
honoured ; and he was covered with confu­
sion, ami his face became the deepest scar­
let, wtw u Nir Hub brand f'apsute asked him 
if lie had saved limn the wreck his w hole 
stock of clean shirts,

“ I perceive,” said his tormentor, “that 
your lim n is of » peculiar texture of line» 
neso ; hut 1 rather wish that you would patro» 
uize fiil's, as ye.t see they are worn by my» 
*etf and all the other ofJii ers of my ship.”

Aft**r having made Ho-ace pass through 
this purgatorv. the captain um« d to the liist 
lieutenant, aiul said, “ 1 like the young fel­
low’s looks amazingly ; he is very hawleome, 
Olid his features remarkable for intelfigeiici* 
and ingeiiiotisness, I should like to show 
him some civility ; I admire his contrivance 
exceedingly, Ifo you knoxv any thing of his 
connexions ?**

** Nothing at all. Sir llildehrand. No 
great things, Ï should suspect, from whence 
he came. Mr. Wilkins, his messmate, sa vs 
that he is very low and very poor; that iie 
knows nothing of genteel society. Indeed, 
from several quaitera 1 have heard reports so 
unfavourable of him, that, as yet, we have 
not asked him to dine in the ward-mom.— 
There are a sad set of scamps, just now, in 
the small era It of our navy.”

* I am very sorry to hear this, indeed. He 
certainly lias the air of a gentleman, though 
lie seems to he laboring under a deal of con­
fusion and embarrasment, l'id he bring no 
letters of recommendation with him ?”

“ None at all, Sir Hildebrand.”
** Sorry for il. i should like to have had 

him at my own table ; but ive must he carvlul 
Mr. Dix—we must be careful. How dors 
he do his duty !”

Not a fault to find with him, Sir ttilde-

** Then, by «braves and blocks, he shall 
dine with me to-morm\v : tax bis ingenuity 
again ; look at him Dix, he is as handsome ns 
a figure-head, newly painted and gilded from 
the dock-yard.”

In the meantime the divisions had hern 
mustered, the various reports made, and eve­
ry officer, with the exception of the captain 
and his first lieutenant, had lanced his mise­
rable sneer against the gentleman with the 
simulated clean shirt ; every one, with the a- 
I eve exceptions, having pronounced him 
u low—very loxv.”

But, at the precise moment, Horace Elirs- 
foril was not the only object of interest. An 
li our before, an English frigate had hove in 
si 'lit of the fleet, and the admiral had made 
the signal to send boats on hoard of her, for 
1 iters and parcels from dear little England. 
Tim six-oared cuttor had been absent almost 
half an hour. The captain was just uj-on 
the 1 «lint of sending the men below, when 
she pulled alongside, and a hag full of letteis 
was handed up, and two small boxes.

Independently if the letteis in the hag, 
there was a parcel of letters for the captain, 
immediately from the admiralty. These, of 
course, were put into the captain’s hands 
where he stood, whilst the bag and boxes 
were carried into the cabin. The captain 
breaks the soal of two or three ; ever)’ eye in 
the ship is upon him except Horace’s ; lie has 
no interest in the proceedings; he is only 
anxious to hide himself in the gloomy recesses 
of the cock-pit. There he stands to leeward, 
and as far from the oilier rroiij»# of officers as 
the amplitude of the deck will allow.

Sir Hildebrand has read one particular If. 
ter slowly through ; be s'ems transfixed with 
surprise, and in bis astonishment he has drop­
ped it ulion the deck ; before rny can assist 
him ho lies picked it up again, rnd pads it 
through still more slowly ; all manner of doubt 
is seen to vanish from his countenance: it is 
now li rliled up with a rich srrile of joyons- 
nvss, and a little archness is mingled with its 
expression of happinres. He walks rapidly 
over to leeward ; the clusters of officers make


