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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

THE LORD’'S PRAYER 1.

“Our Father”
By Rev. Professor Jordan, D.D.

And it came to pass as he was praying
in a certain place, when he ceased one of
his diciples said unto Him, Tord teach us
to pray as John also taught his diciples.
And he said unto them, when ye pray
say Our Father which art in heaven,

—Luke XT 1, 2.

When our Tord taught that “men
ought to pray and not to faint” he uttered
a trmth which finds a response in every
living sonl. Some may think that is a
wild statement but T am convinced that
it simply cets forth a great fact, in very
simple, soher worde, The strictest man of
science receives with full confidence truths
which have not such hroad hasis of fact.
Perhaps if T were to say a man prays in-
stinetively von would want to know at
is meant by Sinstinet and then we might
get into a disenssion over a word instead
of Tooking at the spiritual reality and re-
coinizing ite full sienificence.  Without
weing thie auestionable word, let us say
that there ia in human nature a strong
feoling of clinsing dependence. This feel-
ine is as much a fact of onr spiritnal ex-
perience ae huneer is a fack of our phvsi-
el Nifo. Very fow men are clever enonch
or fontish enongh to exnlain this feeling
awav: Tt the ereat mass of men have al-
Yewed it to load them to the reasonable
econclnsion that there is a hicher Teine
unon whom we may denend, and to whom
wo onoht a come in sincere praver. This
focdine, stronathened as i i hv the mvs-
foriona power of eonscience, lies at the
ront of all relicion and of everv form of
enmerstition.  Tf it wiere not for this,
emning mrieste and elaquent  nmeachers
wonld not have wronght michty revolu-
tiona in the realm of thonsht and the
world of action. Men prav hecanse their
mture re-echoes the words of Christ
eavineg they anght to vrav and not to faint,
Religion lives in enite of restless geen-
ticiem and corrunt selfishnese, hecanse we
must comnletely chanee our nature he-
fore we can get rid of the desire to hang
upon the power. wisdom and love of gome
one higher than enrselves. This human
exnerience varies in strength, and in ite
modes of exnression, hut ite existence and
reality are as clear as the noon dav sun.
Frore rude form of idolatorv. every be-
witehing sunerstition, as well as every
rire station of relizious life eries out.
“When myv heart is averwhelmed lead me
ta the mek that ie higher than T.”

While we cannot helieve that this feel-
ine is simply the result of relicions edn-
eation. we know that it meeds training
and unliftine. lest it shonld cling to some-
{hine lower than the one true God. Many
of na cheek and eurh thie desire, Tiving
cold worldly lives we try to eoil ourselves
un within ourselves: but when we are
eniritually awakened we look into the in-
finite mvetery that surrounds us and eav.
“Tord teach ns how to pray.’ Tt is well
for ns when we feel that prayer is euch a
high privilezs. such a solemn duty. that
we need to he tanght how we mav richt-
Ir anproach God.  The man who feels
aolf-aufficient hore is in a honeless con-
dition. There must be a epititual revo-
Tution in hiz sonl hefore he ean commune
with the Tighast. Must man he tanght
how to attain the small aceomplishments,
and perform the little dnties which he-
lonz to the earth. and shall he perfeetly
at hame in the sniritval aphere withont
a teacher? Nay, when we try to pray we
fenl onr ignarance and helnlasencss, and it
in well for ue if we find the God apnoint-
ed tescher alons can eonaner onr selfish-
ness and unhelisf he gatting in us the
real anirit of ehildlite trnet, ®uch @
tearher twe have in the Som of God.

Tt was when the Tard himeelf had prav-
o4 that the dirinles maid “tesch us to
prav” for they felk that if ene me mnch
wiser and stranger than themeeltes conld
find refreshment in mraver. surely they
onvhi ta esek the eame feuntain of life.
Only he who prays eam teach others how

to pray. Even the Son of God was a man
of prayer that he might show us the way
to the Divine Presence. He took our life
with all its weakness but, without its
sin.  MHe went through great Spiritual
conflicts, shedding sacred tears and utter-
ing mysterions groans; thus was he pre-
pared to be our teacher. And so prayerful
man ean draw others to the heavenly
throne, for prayer is no mere human
cleverness, no tricking of words. no me-
chanieal twisting of dead forms: it is the
panting of the heart after God. the ont
reaching of the sonl after purity and love
Our Savionr warne hie diciples against
vain renetitions, he chases away the false
idea that (lod is to he influenced by mmch
sneaking: and in a few simple words he
dowa what ie the snirit and pmmose of
real praver. ow wide vet how deep, how
simnle vet how enblime, is  thie short
praver, Tt tanches onr commaon life at all
ite rointe, and on earle-wings it rises to
the hichest heavens. We must not enter
inta the philessarhy of praver as we wish
to Tav emnhasis unon one great truth:
that the Fatherhood of (od is the hasis
of trme devotion. or in other wo-de, that
we canmot  offer  the simplest,  purest
praver intil we learn to eav “Onr Father.”

On the general snhioot of nraver T will
content myeelf with a few lines from one
of our greatest modern poets,

Tf thou shonldst never see my face again.

Prav for mv soul.  More things are
wronght hy prayer

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, lot
thy voiee

Rise like a fountain  for me nizht and
dav.

Fer what are men hetter than sheep or
gonta,

That nourish a blind life within the hrain,

1. knowine God, they lift not hands
of praver,

Roth for themeolves and those who eall
them friend?

For so the whale round earth is every way

Toind by gold chains about the feet of
Cod.

Tow then does Jesus Christ meet the
anestioning and longing of the human
enirit? What anewer has he to give? Sure-
Iv he will not mock the human heart with
the stomes of ftrivial tradition but feed
it with the living hread. Tet ns take a
part of the anewer, which containe within
#teolf all that ie es<ential and heautiful in
(hrigtain vraver, “When ve prav sy
One Pather which art in Heaven.” Nean-
dor one of the most Tearned and devont
sindente of Serintnre  which  Germanv
has ever nrodueed. put it very neatlv when
T sava that thic sentence represents at
tha same time our  distance  from
(ted  and  onr  nearness  to  him.
Our  distance  from  Cod.  “Which
art in heaven.!!  What does this
mean ? Where is heaven? T eannot half
exnress the meaning of these words: but
thev noint us wnward.  They make us
feel #hat althaneh we mav annroach Tim
in praver. vet he is far above ne. Who
san mensnre the great dietance hetween
Creator and creature? No human science
ean grasn this thought or pat it inte eiear
chane: it must ever streteh above us like
the vast expense of heaven.

Still. it i« well that we shonld think
Af thie and maaenva anr litfleness hy
. en that onr paltrv self conseit mav
%o shrivelled up and onr poor pride
Yurned awav hy tha all.eonsnming fire,
Snme think muneh of themselves he.
sanes thev have never thoneht of any-
thine reallv great: thav have never
fallen prostrate while tryine to grasn
the thoneht of God. We cannot he eat.
isfied with some small oed  some idol
of man's makine. Wa only find rest
when we soar into the heavens and
render worship to Wim who is ahove
all.  You mav want ta knew where
Heaven is, and T cannot tell you; for

we have no map of the great universe
by means of which we can fix upon a
spot and say this is Heaven. But as
character is a higher study than geo-
graphy, we may say that Heaven is a
kingdom not of this world: far from
the narrow preindice, the warring pas-
sion, the eruel selfishness which have
desecrated this earth. Tet us heware
of making onr little twisted souls the
measure of Him who sitteth on the
circle of the Heavens!

Our nearness to God. “Our Father.”
In the compass of this short sentence
here is another farreaching truth;
throngh Jeeus Christ we are very near
to God.  We may eall Him “Our Fa-
ther.,” When in humble, trusting mood
we seek to rice to the thonght of God
the vision that dawns upon our soul
startles and overawes us, We ery:

Fternal licht! Eternal licht!

1Tow pure the sonl must he

When placed within  Thy searching
sicht

Tt shrinks not. hnt with ealm delight

Can live and look on ihee.

We feel that snch a sicht eannot he
onre. and when we fall down oppressed
by the burden of anr sinfulnese, the
Son of God chows ns that He aleo is
a man, and liftine ne np he teaches us
fo cav “Onr Father” Then God is
near to onr sonls for what other word
is @0 well fittad to evnress the Divine
Prosence as this—“Pather.” Tt is a
h.nmnlv word. sweet tender, full of mn
gie. Kina. Tord, Tndee, these words
saom to 1ift the Tternal One far ahove
ne: hot this word—Father—has g
velation in it<el  and makes ne foel
that God is not farfrom anvone of na:
for in Wim we live and mevr and lmv;
onr beine, and wo are o Wis off
sorine. Thus we see that the nearnees
{\nrl distance of God are one trnth. e
is far fram onr nride. onr unhelief. onr
celfichness, hut e is near to the child
like, helieving, loving sonl. When we
are wanderine awav we think of Him
as onr Kine against whom we have re
?\‘dled‘ or as onr Judee hefore whom
all things are naked and open”: hnt
)\l'han in penitence and hope we cry:
l.nr‘i teach us to prav.” we hear mn"
Q;wmur savineg in tha ealm tones of di.
!F:'r';:'v.v_f'hnrifv. “When ye pray say “Onr,

The thoneht of God as Our Father
has hecome mare precions to the Chris.
tian n'f Iate: it is true that Christian
men in all aces have reiniced in the
thoneht of the divine Father, bnt this
:rnOh is now preached more elearly and
oldlv, T am elad that this is e, for
there need nat he anvthing lonce or -rlnn
rerons abont snch teachineg, if we grasp
it rightly it will he a fuller and olpAr
er oresentation  of our  Tord's own
teachine.  Sometimes the thoneht of
Gnd "ﬂu heen nracented tos axelnsively
as King and Tndge. These two ideas
alone have eiven the enlor and Ol\n;
to a great deal of Christian theology
and  Christian preaching, Men have
tarned away from «tiff scholastic sys.
'nr.vw. of theology: and while some nr!
driftine on a rectless con of donht not
knowine where to steer. others, w; are
thankful to sav, have fled for refuse to
the life and words of Tesns the Christ
There may ba now a tendenev to ovar:
look the sterner cide of the divine na-
ture,and to foreet that a jnust God is
of purer eves than tn hehold evil and
eannot look nnon inianity, Tf so, this
mav he in mart a reaction from the
hard lepal theoloey of the past and we
must meet it by declarineg that “whatso.
aver & man soweth that shall he also
reap.”  God is a judes before whom
we stand self condemned: ha is aKing
to whom we onght to render grateful
carvies,  Rtill we remember that earth.
Iv kinoe and judees are very imperfect
and when man’s idea of God has been
taken almost altogether from them the
aching heart has cried ent for a ten-
derer. more heantiful theught of the
most High. Turning te the world we
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