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___ The Society’s Constitution.
(Continued).

This éditorial on the Society Constitu- might be 'read, reread and its im-

tion is to.deal with the annual meeting portance justly estimated by every

of the Society, and the regulations gov-
evning it. It is only once a year that
the Bociety as a whole attempts to come
together. The branch organizations
nieet in their respective localities many
times; the Board of Managers meets
many times, but the Society itself eon-
venes but once a year, the time and
place ‘being decided by the Board of
Managers, }

This -annual meeting we know better
4¢ our convention—the, Women's Cou
vention. And just here liés ‘a possibil-
ity of confusion, The Convention, as
we, know it, is coniposed of the annual
meetings of two societies, the Home So-
siety and the Foreign Rociety, which we
have been in ‘the habit of holding.on
two sueccessive days. .~ As a matter of
fact, however, these two annual meet-
ings are in o way eonneeted with or
dependent- on each other, and the only
reasons for having them follow. eac¢h
other rather than having them at dif-
ferent times of the year, are those of
convenience and saving in expense both
for the entertaining churches and the

delegates. Therefore, as. we speak in

this article of the annual meeting, we
are not speaking of the Convention' a8
& whole, but only. of ¢ Foreign Day.”’
‘The purpose of this annual meéting is
set forth as the Hearing of ‘‘the annual
reports of the Board through the Seécre-
taties and Treasurer,’’ the trausacting

of ¢+ 6ther business of the Soclety, aceom-.

panied with suitable religious seryices. !
Would that that very plain. statement
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veader of this‘paper! Tt'is very greatly
to be feared that a large proportion of 45
those who come up to Convention year "
by year, fail to grasp the real business

of éur nieeting, ‘the ““why'! of our
coming together. Wg are not there
primarily to bé entertained,—we are not

there prinarily fo be enthused,—we are

sat there primarily to enjoy the inter-
course of workers and missionaries,—

e are hot even there primarily to -be
instructed. We are there to hear re-

ports of the year’s work, to discuss
these reports, and either adopt them or
deeline to do so, and transact other
business which may be brought up.

Our inspirational addresses, our contact

with returned missionaries, our social
intercourse, pleasant and helpful as they

are, are not our business at Conventions

They form the extra—the diversion.

The adequate grasp of this faet will
place ‘a very. differens emphasis on the
reports and di of our g
and of part of our afternoon. sessions.
They—these reports and discussions—
form our reason for coming fogether,
and, as such,,ought not to be hurried
through  with scant intefest, - with
scarcely-concenled impatience, and with
"dreamy inattention. The annual reports
of the Secretaries and T give,
8 it is given mowhere clse, what ‘has
been doiie’ during the yeat with the
pioney that has been sent up from the
Uireles, and set forth the plans erried
‘out and the plang that are in process.
of being carried out. Not ouly %o, but.




