
il

m

aO THE WHITE IIOHE OF DAUVEL

and whilo I haw oftrn f«lt wmjrwhat l)itt«'r towards my

ain man for no nyo thinkiiiR wi' mc in thm, I kon his

hoart is richt, but Iw has had a sair f<cht, ami circumstance

hove iM'cn owcr strorn for him. Hut it's a' richt noo,

and Ahstair will get my blessing when he comes to get

his wife
"

"That will he, and mine, too," said th«' relieved far-

mer. "I'm ashamed to think that I was such a coward

as to allow the f«ar of trouble to mrke me cruel to my

only bairn."

All Ix'ing satisfactorily arranged, Charles returned

to the Rraeside, carrying with him a budget of gootl news

that wamM'd the hearts ot his father and mother.

A»iout a week later he again returned to Al-erdeen,

this til travelling through the night, antl not on horse-

back as Ix'fore, but with an ordinary fann cart upon which

he had erected a canvas cover similar to that used by

the count r>' carrier of the time. CarefiiUy packed in the

cart were provisions of all kinds procurable at a farm;

and, to all outward seeming, he was simply taking into

the market towii a (luantity of farm produce for sale.

He again sp<'nt a night at his uncle's house in the

Old Town; and, when morning came, he took his way

southward by the <>ast coast road. No longer attired

in the comfortable dress of a well-to-do farmer, he now

wore a clean, but not new, suit of hodden gray cloth,

his heatl crowned with a broad Tam o' Shanter bonnet,

the usual costume of the country carrier.

We need not describe his journey to Perth, which was

commonplace and uneventful. In due time he arrived

there, and had his carrier's cart and horse put under cover

at a quiet stopping-place much frequented by the carrier

fraternity. His inner man refreshed, he set out, as he

said to the landlady, for a "daunder through the toon."

Once on the outskirts, he quickened his pace until he
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