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2 Introductory Eemarks.

sufficiently or not quickly enough, and the paste turns out

too thin.

Good paste, when cold, should not i,e stiif like pudding,

but siiould he easily worked with a brush. In order to pre-

vent a skin forming on the top whilst cooling, pour over the

paste as much cold water as will cover the surface imme-
diately after the mixing with the boiling water ; this water is

afterwards poured otf.

In summer when the paste is made, and whilst still Lot,

add a few drops of turpentine and mix well ; this preserves

the paste and keeps off insects. The addition of alum to the

paste tends to make it watery, besides having no preserva-

tive properties.

If rev-juired, paste may be thinned by adding a little warm
water. Potato flour is often used fraudulently for making
paste, l)ut this should only b-j taken when it is possible to use

it up quickly, and not for books, but only for fancy goods,

as this flour dor . not possess great adhesive power and is

unsuitai)le for leather.

Glue is made from the well-known cake glue. The best

English glue, although the dearest, is the cheapest to use.

Good glue whilst soaking in water should still retain a cer-

tain degree of stickiness, nmst not be greasy, ana should

have no disagreeable smell. Glue if weighed before soaking
and afterwards dried and again weighed should give no
perceptible loss in weight. Good glue should not have a
disagreeable taste, and alcove all should not lietray the

presence of salt.

To obtain the proper consistency in glue for bookbinding,

a quantity of the cakes is t;iken and sufficient water poured
over it to cover well. The next day the gelatinous mass is

taken out of the water and dissolved in the glue-pot by
placing t'le softened glue in a pot standing in an outer

vessel containing boiling water. Glue should never be boiled


