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The second (Matt. v. 27-32), that man should not only notcommit adultery but should not even seek for enjoyment in
a women s beauty, and if he has once come together with
a woman he should never be faithless to her
The third (Matt. s3-37)> that man should"never bind him-

seli by oath.

The fourth (Matt. 38-42), that man should not onlv notdemand an eye for an eye, but when struck on one cheek
should hold out th.> other, should forgive an offence and bear
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The fifth (Matt. 43-48), that man should not only not hate
['f^enemy and not fight him, but love him, help liim, serve

Nekhludoff sat staring at the lamp and his heart stood
still Recalling the monstrous confusion of the life we lead
he distinctly saw what that life could be if men were brought

y^u 2ir ,7-^ '^'^'"^^'' ^"'' '^P*"'^ ^"^'1 as he had long not
felt filled his soul, just as if after long days of weariness and
suffering he had suddenly found ease and freedomHe did not sleep all night, and aj; it happens to many andmany a man who reads the Gospels he understood for the
first time the full meaning of the words read so often before
but passed by unnoticed. He imbibed all these necessary, im-
portant and joyful revelations as a sponge imbibes waterAnd all l-,e read seemed so familiar and seemed to confirm'
to form into a conception, what he had known long ago, buthad never reah.ed and never quite believed. Now he realisedand believed it, and not only realised and believed that ifmen wou d obey these laws they would obtain the highest
blessing they can attain to, he also realised and believed thathe only duty of every man is to fulfil these laws ; that in this
lies the only reasonable meaning of life, that every stepping
aside from these laws is a mistake which is immediately fol-owed by retribution. This flowed from the whole of the
teaching, and was most strongly and clearlv illustrated in the
parable of the vineyard.
The husbandman imagined that the vinevard in which thevwere sent to work for their master was their own, that all

hat ^vas in was made for them, and that their business was
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Killing all those who reminded them of his existence " Arewe do not doing the same," Nekhludoff thought, " when we


