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UM Ui** worM a tale <n loflV |iri

•*JK) history, will kiiuWc c lii-alll'

i» the life ril natioiiH witltout

o'l noMc -,; r ilro, wliicli wlicc! sd furtli im vorit-

. <w in I'Vcn i'»- n. No pcopli' Im^ rriado a (i|;iire

•itToeii, and the \»)'n\W failicrK are llio heroei* of

XVn. THE bTABUilTY OF OUR EDUCATIONAL SVSTEM.
(f\HW/( (»» 'i ilT'*-^ at X' "< York: Aui/ii-l, IHftri, ,m '' nular Kilxealina in ip/.cr Cannda; by

Mr. llodijini, JlrpHtji Supi rintendfut.)

Tilt- jiriixipl.-^; upon wliich ourelenientnrv sojiool system are fcimiili'd Imvine licf.-ii more
tli.'in oiic-u iilliniu'il l.y ttic ulwt<HH (if till- I'loviiicc; it Ims not lifon considiTU'l sound
policy to Huhjoct so vital an intc-nst and m sacred a caiiHe to tho caprin; of the cver-

varyitiK current of iioliiidil strife, tiidcss its very existence were liiiperilied liy rnde and
unpnirii tic ImndH. I'.esides, the teiicl.infjR of iiistorv have sliown ns tlnit, nogreiit pnolic con-

cern, involving the lii;;hest destiny of a nation, and heset with (IKllculliesreiinirinj;: patient

and delicate treatment, can ever he hronght to a siiccessfid issue, where the master-

mind dirocting it. is linlile to he changed at every adverse hrealh of luihlic npinion. Tho
'reiio«-ncd Miclmel Anjjclo alone i)erl'ected the colossal proportions of St. Peter's, and tho

Renins of Sir Oliristopher Wren alone sketched tho nohle structure of St. I'uul's. The
fitful cfTorts of a succc'.«Hion of great men have never effected any noted or permanent good

equal to that produced hy the sanncity, prudence and foresight of a Kin^lo will, um'eas-

ingly directed to its iicc(>M.|ilishnii;nt. Wellington's renown is undivided. It is the unity

of purpose conspicuous in tho lives and deeds of all great men which makes their na'aes

stanil out in hold relief through successive generations. Kven in the political history of

the United States, the great priiKiiple here stated receives a striking illustration. The
founders of llie federal constitution, knowing tlLit the spirit of their own heroic times

could not always remain to guard their national liherties, chose out their wisest master

builders, and when the editice was reared, they er icied that their own impress should

reman, . pon it for ever, or he changed only hy the two-thirds vote of a mighty nation.

It is true that tlie permanent eltlciency of our educational system is not held to be of

so much importance, as is tho preservation of our political liherties; yet how little is it

practically considered, tliat to that efficiency alone, aided hy the inlluence of the Gospel,

are we indebted, under Providence, for the very existence of the civil and religious

freedom which we enjoy I

XVni. OUR EDUCATIONAL FUTURE AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
(/'Vom the conclusion of the forrgoing Address.)

Ha",' -g sketched our educational history, from its earliest dawn, in 1789, down to the

present lime, I can only, from the past, point to the future,—which, with all its solemn
grandeur and mystery, lies before us. But no mortal hand can lift the veil .' .t rhrouds

it; lor to us that future has been irrevocably sealed. It has been beautilun^ su...;, tiiat

the veil which covers the face of futurity has been woven by the hands of aieroy. Oar
conjectures of the future can only therefore be founded upon the past, 4I. ! ( .'. hojjCJ

and anticipations of that future alono ^brighten when the halo of the past is reflected

upon them.

We may glance along the history of nations, and survey with a thoughtful eye the

mighty coi '.s, the civil commotions, and the fearful up-heavings which have rent these

nations abunv' nn'i bive destroyed their power for ever. We can even contemplate

their ir.telL.tu •.
. u .-caer'^ tnd their unrivalled skill in the arts, but we look in vain

for a parallel U: c * wi» t'mm. Here "a now spirit stands before " us. As if tired 0.

the spirit of vrjr «; :ov.^ of conquest, "^ the stately pomp of courts, we see each nation

putting forth 2,U o jr (;. :iigy and Btren^th to uplift the masses of the people to the dignity


