
Ilntiiiggrasps for

'> the past with
ionsness thni wo
''(Jstho ailrunce-

>ess of the gcne-

liJive been use-

ill s(3cunng the
safely affirmed

'ii«intainiiig the

public, and by
tic i:)rint'iple of
hich lies at its

whicdi it rests.

•St one anion o-

Id which was
^^ery man was

werandofall
le people only.

^e centers of

nie, but in

government

»» people. In

fie hands of

^jed all its

.power in controling tlie will of the people. Every
deliberation in matters of state was held in popu-
lar assemblies, wherein the influence of such
^orators as Demosthe.ies, Eschines, Themistodes

. land Cimon vei-y often carried the day, a.id oven
jso at times when thoir own personal objects wore
|in direct conflict with the interest of the nation.
jThe result of such a system was th,- the Republic
jwas in perpetual quarrels with lu nei^hbonrs
Jand when called upon to det\3nd its terHtory, it

j

became an easy pray to the invador. Rome ex-
Ihibited more unity ofpurpose and greater strength
I
in action, but its government was almost ex-

jclusively in the hands of a priviledged class

I

which was distinct from the rest of the people

I

and formed a real aristocracy . Its Senate which

I

was its only deliberative body was composed ex-

1
clusively of that class. The mass of the people

*had but the negative power of Veto which lost
its authority when opposed by the more potent
influence of the Patrlciens.

The world owes to the genius of the founders
of the American Republic to have framed a
system of government based upon the sovereingty
of the people and in which the people is called
upon to take their shere in the government by


