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not with j^rtof: fur timt in unprofitable for you." Ant I

PottT, who received hiH nmne from the lirnnieMH of hin

faith, wvyH in lii« Fi»iHtIo, " The urenbytow who are :inion<r

fmii I exort, who am also a presbyter, and a MitnenH of

tire HufferinnfH of Cliri»t, an<l uIho a j)nrtaker of the «rl<>i*y

that Hhall be revealed; feed the flock, of (lod uhich in

ftuionj; yfui, takiiiV( the oversight thereof, not W con-

tstraint, but wilIinj»ly.'V These patssaijes we have brouirlit

forward to 8ho>v, that,with the ancients, preHbyters

Mere the same as biMhojjs. IJutJ that the roots of disigieii.-i

tion misfht be plucke<l uj>, a usai?e gradually took i>lace,

that, the chief care should devolve upon one. Thtjrefoi't',

as the presbyters know that it is by the custom of the

church that they are to be subject to. them who ure^

placed over them ; so let the bishops know that they are

above presbyters rather bv custom than l>v (livinc

appointment, and that thechurch ouiijht to be ruled in

common," There can be no doubt, but Jerom^' Hi>eak>

the laniifuaije of the ancients on thjs niaher. In

formity then with this view of this custom of the church, the

M. E. Church has ftdoptcd a system of general Buperinten-

dency, founded not on the divine risjht of an order, but on the

human right of chuTch appointment to an oflSce, and in con-

formity with the practice of the early church', as given us by

the fathers, and not inconsistent with the teachings of ScripA

ture, but sanctioned by them. The only means of securing

uniformity in the adroihistration of the rules of the church, is^

by the employment of some general executive oflSeer, wl

shall have the general oversight of the church. To ni^tet^ii

this constitutional necessity, which not only existed anciently v ^'•

but exists now, the M. K. Church has adopted theAbove-*^ ^

superintendency in the form of what she un'derstands/to be uW'
kScriptural Plpifteepacy. It is our opinion, that most of the

opposition which has been shown to this mode' of /maBaging
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the uffuirs of the church, is owing to a niisapprehension of the

peculiarities of the oflice of bishop as it exists ani6ng \is. In
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