
WINTER CAMPAIONINti IN CANADA

hoatilitiM on thin UiKfr lu-ali*. it in (itMihtful Miirther «*»• havi* ever had wiotor

I'ainpaiirn in <'aiiaiin. iiiiIiim wi> nIkhiIiI mo rt'(*u((iiizi' MoiitKoinfry'a pspedition,

iind till* Mii>MM*<|ii«'iit hliM-kailf of (jiiflNt-. KiKHud'it ex|H>ilitinii axaiiiat Fort Wil-

liam Henry niMn-hinK 1.4)10 strooK in the ili-nil of winter through the anow, waa
but a raiil after ail. It whh <>nlv "liM IN-tite itiierre" Mwollen to large propor-

lionii. The MHie may \w waid of Druiiiniond'N winter emnpaiioi. when in two
itaaiiea aritiMi the tnizen NiaK"**" in the hitter eolil of Inte |)eci> ii>N>r he raided

the Amerirati frontier froni Fort \i:i|.'itrii to HnfTalo.

Til)- niiii|mi|rninK of aritii<'s stop|>i-d »ith approaehinit winter. Hradley in

hiw "Kitrht with the French t»r North Aimriea" nayM; "On the approach of

winter it waa the euatoni of the eolonial Ion i si after leaving; Hiender garriaim*

of permanent trmtpn in .1 tVw iwolated snow-Uiund outiKMl.H, to diilmnd and to dis-

perse, eneli man to hia own home. Kaeh apritiK the eolonieH had to form praeti-

rally a m w army." With raw h-viea aueh an thexe. loom>ly organized and ill-

equipped to retiiat even the i-hiil winda of autumn, the neeetwity for thi» euMom
in ohvinuri. On the other hand, thnuirh the army di^appearrd, Roifen and hit

h:irdy ranfrent a|)ent the winter monthit in raiding Canada. Like their French

npponenta in "Ij« Petite (hierre," they were well equipped to resist the cold,

and eould travel Hwiftly over the snow-eovere«l land, hrini^nf; ample provision*

with them. To (|uote from BraiUey again: "It in hardly neeefwary to remark

that eampaiKninft on any xericu* seale was out of the question in the northern

eoloniea till the wootlii and rhe lakes had been looMenert from tlieir winter burden

by the warm winds of April.- Even armies in Europe went into winter quarters

and suspended operations by a sort of unwritten agreement." Yea. they did,

but would armies in Europe icvday go into winter quarters and suspend opera-

tions? The operations in Manehuria were not suspended tlurinfr the winter,

and yet the climate of Manchuria is severer than that of Western Europe. So

wen' in fact that one is inclined at first sijrhf to compare it w ith that of Eastern

Canada, until one comes to the (piestion of snow-. The aeeompanyinff tablet

showintr the average monthly winter temperatures e.xperl«'nei'il bv the Japanese

nrmy in the vicinity of Mukden, compared with ihe temi raturcs for the same
months olwerved at Montreal, show a fair conformity, with the balance, if any.

pointing to somewhat colder conditions at Montreal. But when one l(Hiks at the

snow reeoril the condition.^ are widely different. In the sis monrtis from N'o-

veinber to April, Montreal had 60 days in which snow fell. Mukden 'dt 1«. The
total snow fall at Montreal during these months amounted • ' I.Kt inches, deepiv

covering the ground. At Mukden the snow fall was so itrht rhaf '< b«d iv

deterrent effect upon wheeled transport In direct coi -ast to th» <'anarf««»

season, the winter conditions of Manchuria with the liarc frozen ground (•»-

verting marshes, fields, rivers and '.reams into one continuous hard »urf»<M'

added greatly to transnort facilities.

But the climatic fa, 'or of cold—of bitter winter cold—is as potent there

is in Canada. How did the Japanese sold' >r meet it ? MacPheison states " .•

the battle of Sha-Ho in Octoi)er. 1904. the second Japanese army remainet

trenched in a position extending some ten miles along the Sha river, witii

troops of the second line cantoned in the villages in the rear. "This was u
position until the battle of Hei-kou-tai. which started on the 2.ith January aB«1

lasted till the 29th. '
' On the 24th. the day befo; e the t-onflict started, the weather

changed suddenly, falling to a low point, and the relative humidify increased,

with the wind from the north. On the 26th snow began to fall, and the weather
was at its worst on the 27th. 28th and 29th. the closing days of the battle. The
air was then saturated with moisture, and the high relative humidity caused ii

to become a good conductor of heat from the liody. To this fact more than to

the actual lowncss of the temperature, is to be attributed the effects of the cold."
The 5th Japanese Division advanced into the fight on the 27th. the third day


