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CHAPTER XXVI

MY LAST DAYS IN RUSSIA

The suggestion was made that I should remain ai

Ostrolenka until I was cured ; but as it was obvioui

that this would mean a long time I declined th(

intended kindness, and begged to be sent home a

once. Accordingly I was furnished with passes, am
a free permit to travel, and sent to Bialystok on th(

10th May. Although this place is only eighty versti

from Ostrolenka, it took the train a whole day t(

reach it. We were continually being run int(

sidings to permit troop- and store-trains to pass

Troops were being hurried to the front in thousands

and Bialystok was crowded with what appeared to b<

a whole army corps.

The authorities were too busy to attend to me
and I lay in the station all night. The next morn
ing a police official took me to some barracks, where

I was well fed and my injuries attended to. On the

12th I was taken in an ambulance to the Grodno
Vilno terminus (there are five railway termini in

Bialystok) and put into a train full of wounded

soldiers bound for Petrograd. The distance to VUna
from Bialystok is about 170 versts: it took us

thirty-nine hours to perform \^.

I left the train at Vilna; but there was nobody
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