
10 THE ACTTE ABDOMEN

it may ho iiiipossiblc to stii'icli tliciii to their foniicf Iciigtli

suiricioiitly to cover tiie weal; iilr.ce in tiie alMloiniiiiil wall.

[ tliiiik tliis statement paitieulaily applies to llie lateral

muscles on the spinal side of a hernia t'ollowini; an incision

through t' upper right rectus in an operation for treatment

of some hepatic disease.

The hernia' which occupy tl e middle Mne hclow the und)ilicus

sometimes assume rather staitling propoitinns. falling down

between the thiglisand causing distress hotli from 1 1
('dragging

of tlieir contents and their occasional disturhance or inllamma-

tioii. Their formation is therefore a. real dangci' to he guarde(l

against.

luthehcrniiv which follow incisions foi' tiie relief of appi'iidix

abscesses, although nuich may be done to ])i('vent tiiem by

the gridiron method. tl:e skin and ]ieritoncum lu'c^ine joined

togetlu'r in a thin cicatricial layer to which the omentum is

often adherent. This covering may be dangerously thin, tor

sometimes it does m)t much exceed the thickness of |)aper.

Hernia is rare after operations on tlie kidney by the

lumbar route, if the incision is made oblicpiely from above

downwards aiul the fascial planes an- sutiu'ed after the

o))eration.

Never cut across muscular fibres unless it is absolutely

necessary from th.e jiarticular lU'cds of the case :
muscular

fibres must always l)e se])arated. not cut. and as the aponeiM'osis

of the external obli(pie f(.rms the strongest layer in the lateral

wall, incisions shoid(i follow the direction of that muscle. Tliere

are nerves likewise to be considered, and often a little care in

the arrangenu-nt of a wound will restilt in the avoidance of

any injury to them. In sonu> instance s when the hbres of the

rectus have been sjilit in the ])erformance of eholecystotomy

or gastroenterostomy, without refereiu'i- to the position of the

lU'rves. tiiat i)art of the muscle to the inner side of the incision

has undergone atrophy and a hernia has consecjuently developed.

At Czerny's instance Assmy investigated the after fcsults of

cases in wiiich a ^ide vertical splitting of tlie rectus fibres

had been ])erf..iined. and he showed that an atrophy of that

])art of the nuiscU- dissociated from its nerve supply always

followed.'
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