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The Recent Course of Prices

Prico increascs from the boeginning of the war havec been
uncven. A sharp upward movecment at the beginning of the war
(mainly an abrupt rise in manufacturing matorials) culminatecd in
the carly weeks of 1940, Pricecs then recedcd, but rcsmmed a
stecady upward movoement from Junc, 1940, whiech accelorated from
April, 1941,

The early incrcascs resultod in substantial measurc from
exchange dopreciation, shipping charges, and commodity taxcs,

The incrcascs of the past summer have been offocted particularly
by the inercasc in agricultural prices both in Canada and the
U.S, and by the permoation of othor incercascs through the wholo
price structurc,

Roecent rapid incroasce in thoe cost of living have, in
the main, boon dominatcd by inercascd food prices.

Retail FPricos

Pereent Incrcasos Percont Incroasce
Aug., 1939 « Sopt., 1941 May-Sopt., 1941

FOOAd ssvevvtvene
Fuel and Light .
RODBY secoosossee
VaOBREAE soesvssoasstesdnansts
Home TFurnishings and Scrviccoes
Miscellanoous
TOTAL INDEX 0.8

The comparative stocadincss of tho price of wheat
tobacco and thoe neccssity of aid to apple growers should not ob-
gscure the fact of the following perceontage increascs in the
wholesale prices of Canadian farm products from thce low levoels
ruling at the outbroak of the war,

Porcentagoe Increase
Aug., 1939 - 3opt. 1941

Cats ,eeo ‘ 80.5
Barley .. 66.6
Butter .. 57.3
EQBB cvvscsnvane 48,5
Cheese (including 50.0 (approx.)
Whole Milk 14,4

Cattle 8

.
Bogs .4 " 4
Sheep . , P L &4 g

3.4
Wool .. 7.1




