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tory of Europe in the nineteenth century,

there can be no greater marvel than the

peace which has existed since 1878. A con-
tinent, no larger than North America, contains near-
ly ten times as many separate and distinct nations.
Russia in Europe is much smaller than Canada.
France and Germany are about the same size,_but
neither has as many square miles of territory as
Ontario. I
Spain is not a great deal larger. Austria-Hungary
is about the same size as one of the new provinces
of Western Canada; so are Sweden and Norway
combined. Turkey, including her tributary states,
is a fairly big country. Then there are all the

’ I 1O any one even fairly familiar with the his-

pygmies: Belgium, Denmark, Greece, Hollan_d,
Luxembourg, Montenegro, Portugal, Roumania,
Servia, Switzerland, and now Bulgaria. Twenty-

one continental powers, including Great Britain,
struggling to live together in peace and harmony,
where in North America there are but
three. Is it not therefore a marvel
that for thirty years these people have

dwelt together in peace, if not har-
mony ? :
The credit for the present disturb-

ance must be divided about equally be-
tween Bulgaria, Austria and Germany.
«Ferdinand Le Fin” of Bulgaria has
been showing a finesse which looks
rather much like highway robbery.
Austria, which has occupied two Turk-
ish provinces for thirty years, now
takes them over without extra charge.
The German Emperor is simply raising
a row so as to keep in the centre of
the stage; Morocco has been picked
bare and he is looking about for a
new bone of contention. There is no
doubt, however, that the original por-
tion of the dust-raising at the present
moment came from Turkey and lher
tributary states. They are attempting
to do some house-cleaning over there
and hence the dust.

To even faintly understand the Fu-
ropean peace which has made the past
thirty years so motable and to under-
stand this Near-Fast or Balkan ques-
tion, one must recall the history of
modern Turkey, and the Congress of
Paris in 1856, It was then that the
terms of peace, after the Crimean War,
were agreed upon and the Sublime
Porte was admitted to participate 1n
all the advantages of the public law
and system of Furope. The other
Powers agreed to respect the inde-
pendence and territorial integrity of
Turkey which was thus admitted to a
place in the European family.

Since 1856, Furope has had a sort
of international police, with the gov-
ernments of Britain, France, Austria,
Cermany, Russia and Italy acting as
the policemen. When these policemen
appear upon the scene of a disturbance, the com-
batants go peacefully about their business. ‘There

contest.

have been two distinct periods in this police busi-

ness, 1856 to 1878 and 1878 to the present time.
The first period was marred by only one great war,
that between France and Germany. The second
period was inaugurated by the Treaty of Berlin
which in turn resulted from the Russo-Turkish
war of 1877. 'The Treaty of Berlin then superseded

the Treaty of Paris as the basis of Europe’s peace. -

The events which led up to the Treaty of Berlin
are worth recounting. The other day, Punch repre-
sented Emperor Franz Joseph as Little John Horner,
sitting in a corner, breaking the crust of a pie
called “Treaty of Berlin” in the presence of the
shade of Prince Bismarck. The Treaty was the
work of Bismarck and Disraeli (Lord Beaconsfield)
and so admirably was it adapted to future require-
ments that it has stood the test of thirty years of
international rivalry. How much longer it will
stand remains to be seen. Austria, apparently,
would like to make it an historical document rather
than a living force.

Between 1856 and 1878, Turkey showed few signs
of repentance and her government fewer signs of
improvement. Insurrections were cemmon and the
- Turkish soldiers acted or did not act in a most

Italy is only half as large as France and

The ¢ Canadian Courier” has no object to serve,
afford its veaders the opportunity of taking part in what must prove a
most interesting and instructive compeltition. /
Address all letters

PATTERSON

desultory and irregular manner. A large rebellion
might go unpunished, a small one might bring down
most repressive and brutal punishment. The var-
ious nationalities and the various creeds of the
people who make up Turkey in Europe render the
problem of government a most difficult one. As
Justin McCarthy has put it: “Fate has given to the
most incapable and worthless Government in the
world a task which would strain the resources of
the loftiest public spirit and the most accomplished
statesmanship.” Slavs, Greeks, Albanians, and Jews
governed by Turks; Christian and Mohammedan
living side by side. Bosnia and Herzegovina were
in a constant state of rebellion, because they re-
spected Austrian power more than Turkish. Servia
and Montenegro were really independent, but their
independence was a source of inspiration to such of
the other states who were less free. Roumania had
finally succeeded in gaining independence under
Prince Charles of Hohenzollern. Bulgaria was in a
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distressed condition and Crete occasionally broke
into open revolt. Greece wanted Thessaly. What
a situation for possible fireworks!

In 1875, trouble became so common that the
Great Powers set about the work of interference.
All were agreed upon a certain course, with the
exception of England. Apparently she still regarded
Russia with suspicion and hesitated about taking
strong measures against the one Power which stood
between Russia and the Mediterranean. Finally,
‘the insurrection reached Constantinople itself, and
the Sultan Abdul Aziz was dethroned. A day or
two afterward he committed suicide. His successor
had no greater administrative success. An insur-
rection broke out in Bulgaria, and the Bashi-Bazouks
were sent to suppress it. They did so in a manner
which caused the whole Christian world to shudder.
Men, women and children were murdered by thous-
ands, and “the Bulgarian atrocities” have ever since
been historical in Europe. v

Tt was the Bulgarian crime which brought Europe
to its feet. In England, it drew Mr. Gladstone
from retirement into one of his most active cam-
paigns. Mr. Disraeli, then premier, joked about
the rumours of massacres and according to Mr.

tead, deliberately “lied” about them; but Mr.
Baring, a British consul sent to investigate, con-
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firmed the reports which had been sent by a Mr.
MacGahan, a correspondent sent out by the Daily
News. Led by Mr. Gladstone, the British people
began to shout for vengeance. Disraeli defended
his government’s inaction by warning the people
:hat to punish Turkey was to assist England’s arch-
enemy, Russia. - Mr. Gladstone went too far in his
enthusiasm, and advocated turning the Turk “bag
and baggage” out of Europe. Disraeli construed
this to mean putting Turkey out and letting Russia
in, and by skilful argument turned the tide of public
sentiment against Gladstone and in favour of his
own policy of non-interference. The traditional
distrust of Russia won.

While Great Britain was standing by, Russia
came forward as the bucklered champion of Chris-
tianity. On April 24th, 1877, the Czar declared
war against the Sultan. In the previous year,
Servia and Montenegro had made a bold attack
on Turkey. Servia was soon subdued but the
mountaineers of Montenegro kept up a prolonged
struggle. A conference of the Powers at Constan-
tinople proved a failure. The Turk was unrepent-
ant and unconvinced. Then Russia stepped in and
the fat was in the fire. Beaconsfield (for Disraeli
had gone to the House of Lords) threatened that if

Russia wanted war, Britain was quite

prepared. He made no move, how-
ever, when Russia’s announcement
came. He left Russia and Turkey to

fight it out. That was in 1877.

In the following year, the Jingo
party arose in Britain. Some one
wrote a war song for the London
music-halls which had this refrain:
“We don’t want to fight, but, by Jingo,

if we do,

We've got the ships, we've got the
men, we've got the money too.”

The Jingoes worked the rest of the
public up to fighting pitch against
Russia, and the Mediterranean fleet
was sent to Constantinople, near to
which Russia’s victorious armies had
already pierced. Lord Carnarvon, the
Colonial Secretary, resigned, and he
was followed soon by Lord Derby. The
Liberal Opposition protested against
going to war with Russia, but the peo-
ple seemed to be with the Government.
While armed interference was likely to
occur at any moment, it so happened
that the tension was suddenly broken
by a treaty between Turkey and Rus-
sia—the famous San Stefano Treaty.
This treaty was nearly as objectionable
to Great Britain as Russian occupa-
tion of Constantinople, but it gave
time for possible negotiations. Russia
offered to submit certain portions of
the Treaty to a congress of the Pow-
ers. Beaconsfield demanded that all of
it should be submitted and to enforce
his demands called out the Reserves
and summoned a contingent of Indian
troops to Malta. Lord Salisbury, who
was openly in favour of strong meas-
ures, had become Foreign Minister in
succession to Lord Derby, and the
peace party almost gave up hope.

Enter Prince Bismarck. He invited
all the Powers to Berlin. Russia hesi-
tated but finally accepted. It is said that her accept-
ance was secured only after a secret treaty with
Great Britain guaranteeing her certain concessions.
On June 13th the Congress met. Great Britain was
represented by Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salis-
bury—the first time a British Premier ever left a
sitting Parliament to take part in a foreign con-
ference. Lord Beaconsfield no doubt felt that it
was a great moment, the greatest in his career.
If he could bring back a peace which would be
acceptable, he would be the greatest figure in
Europe.

The Congress agreed upon the now famous
Treaty. The complete independence of Roumania,
of Servia and of Montenegro was recognised. Mon-
tenegro in addition was given a seaport. Bulgaria
was made a self-governing but tributary state. East-
ern Roumelia was likewise given a measure of in-
dependence. Bosnia and Herzegovina were to be
occupied by Austria but the territory was not actual-
ly made Austrian. Russia gained Besserabia in
Europe and a Black Sea port in Asia Minor.

This famous treaty was much criticised at the
time. Lord Beaconsfield justified giving the two
provinces to Austria by stating that Austria’s in-
fluence would be an offset in the west to Russian
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