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a.one even f airly familiar with the his-T or of Europe lu the nineteenth century,
there can be no greater marvel than the
peace which has existed since 1878. A con-

tinent, no larger, than North Amnerica, contains near-
ly ten timies as many separate and distinct nations.
Russia in Europe is much smnaller than Canada.
France and Germnany are about the samne sîze, but
neither has as many square miles of territorý, as

Ontario. Italy is only baîf as large as France and
Spain is not a great deal larger. Austria-Hungary
is about the samne size as one of the uew provinces
of Western Canada; so are Swedeu and Norway
combiued. Turkey, inciuding her tributury states,

Às a fuirly big country. 'Phen there are aIl the

pygmies: Belgium, Denxnark, Greece, Holland,

Luxembourg, Montenegro, Portugal, Roumania,
Servia, Switzerland, and nowv Bulgaria. Twenty-
one continental powers, iucluding Great Britain,
struggling to live together in peace and harmony,
where in North Amnerica there are but
three. Is It not therefore a marvel dl.

that for thirty years these people have CA
dwelt together lu peace, if not bar-
mony?

The credit for the present disturb- A VC
ance must be divided about equally be-
tweeu Bulgaria, Austria and Germany.
"Ferdinunid Le Pin" of Bulgaria has
been showing a finesse wbich looks
rather mucli like highway robbery.
Austria, which lias occupied two Turk-
ishý provinces for thirty years, nowý
takes themn over without extra charge.
Thle German. Emperor is simply raising
a row s0 as to keep iu the centre of
the stage;, Morocco bus been' picked Me in

bure and he is looking about for. a contest.

new boue of contention. There is no of age,
doubt, however, thut the original por- to ten.
flou of the dust-raisiug at the present
moment came fromn Turkey and ber
tributary stutes. TJhey are uttempting from, ea

to do sorne house-cleaning over there t/te ten
and hence the dust. hv

To even fuiutly understand the Eu- hv

ropean peace mrhich lias made the pa-st ýt/toug

thirty years so notable and to under- ,place h~
stand this Near-East or B3aîkun ques-
tion, one muist recaîl the history of
modern Turkey, and the Cougress of poinfted

Paris in i856. it was then that the begivei
terms of pence, after the Crimnean War, names
were agreed upon and the Sublime e an
Porte wus admitted to participate iin
ahl the udvantages of the public Iuw
and systemi of Europe. The other afford z
Powers agreed to respect, the inde- Most in
pendence and territorial integrity of
Turkey whicb was thus admitted to a
place in the Euiropeun faýmily.

Since 1856, Eurone lias had a sort
n iirnr2il nolire. with tbe gov-

-ene of a disturbance, the coi-
lly about their business. Tb'ere
tinct periods in this police busi-
;and 1878 to 'the present time.

Ls mnarred by only one great war,
2ce aud Germany. The second
Iruted by tlie Treaty of Berlin
ýsulted frosu the Russo-Turkish
Treaty of Berlin then superseded
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desultory and irregular manner. A large rebellion
might go unpunished, a smnall one might brinig down
most repressive and brutal punishment. The var-
ious nationalities and the varlous creeds of the
people who make up Turkey lu Europe render the

problem of goverument a most difficult one. As
Jýusti'n McCarthy has put it: "Fate has given to the
most incapable and worthless Goverument in the
world a task which would strain the resources of
the loftiest public spirit and the most accomplished
statesmanship." Slavs, Oreeks, Aibanians, and Jews
governed by Turks; Christian and Mohammedan
living side by side. Bosnia and Herzegovina were
lu a constant state of rebellion, because they re-
spected Austrian power more than Turkish. Servia
and Montenegro were really independent, but their
independence was a source of inspiration to such of
the other states who were less free. Rouinania had
finally succeeded lu gaiuing indepeudence under
Prince Charles of Hohenzollern. Bulgaria was lu a
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firmed the reports which had been sent by a Mr.
MacGahan, a correspondent sent out by the Daily
News. Led by Mr. Gladstone, the British people
began to shout for vengeance. Disraeli defended
his government's inaction by warning the people
zhat to, punish Turkey was to assist England's arch-
enemny, Russia. Mr. Gladstone went too -far in his
enthusiasmn, and advocated turning the Turk "bag
and baggage" out of Europe. Disraeli construed
this to mean putting Turkey out and letting Russia
in, and by skilful argument turned the tide of public
sentiment against Gladstone and in favour of his
own policy of non-interference. The traditional
'distrust of Russia won.

While Great Britain was standing by, Russia
came forward as the bucklered champion of Chris-
tiani-ty. On April 24th, 1877, the Czar declared
war against the Sultan. In the previous year,
Servia and Montenegro had made a bold attack
on Turkey. Servia was soon subdued but the
mountaineers of Monitenegro, kept up a prolonged
struggle. A conference of the Powers at Cons~tan-
tinople proved a failure. The Turk was unrepent-
an-t and unconvinced. Then Russia stepped in and
the fat was in the fire. Beaconsfield (for Disraeli
had gone tO the House of Lords) threatened that if

Russia wanted wrar, Britain was quite

rEp1'prepared. He made no move, hw-

came. lHe left Russia andý Turkey to
fight it out. 'Phat was in, 1877.

,R 0F In the following year, the Jingo
party arose la Britain. Some one
wrote a war song for the London
music-halls which had this refrain:
"We don't want to fight, but, by jingo,

if we do, ,

Weve got the ships, we've got the
men, we've got the money too."

The Jingoes worked the rest of the

Greatest public up to flghting piteh against
1 avotng, Russa. and the Mediterranean fleet
I a ohng was, sent to Constantinople, near to

- 21 Vears which Russia's victorious armies had

from one already pierced. Lord Carnarvon, the

allowed. Colonial Secretary, resigned, and he
was followed soon by Lord Derby. The

"he leader Liberal Opposition protested agaiust
the lisi o! going to war with Russia, but the peo-

will tMus ple seemed to be with the Goverument.
îseneven While armed interference was likely to
izeneven occur t any moment, it so happened

enough 10 that the tension was suddenly broken
by a treaty between Turkey and Rus-

are brief, sia-the famous San Stefano Treatv.
TPhis treaty was nearly as objectionable

~ffls wil to Great Britain as Russian occupa-
«s and the tion of Constantinople, but it gave

1ý be count- time for possible negotiations. Russia
offered to submit certain portions of
the Treaty to a congress of the Pow-

or tha-n to ers. Beaconsfield demanded that all of
tsi prove a it should be submitted and to enforce

his demnands called out the Reserves
and summoned a contingent of Indian
troops toý Malta. Lord Salisbury, who,
was openly ln favour of strong. meas-
ures, had become Foreign Minister lu
succession to Lord Derby, and the

9RONTO. peace party almost gave up hope.
Enter Prince Bismarck. He invited

all the Powers to Berlin. Russia hesi-
tated but finally accepted. It is said that lier accept-

t ance was secured only after a secret treaty witb
Great Britain guaranteeîug her certain concessions.

eOn june i3 th the Congress imet. Great Britain was
. represented by Lord Beaconsfield and Lord Salis-

ebury-the first time a British Premier ever left a
1sitting Parliament to take part in a foreigu con-
g fereuce. Lord Beaconsfield no doubt felt that it

was a great moment, the greatest in his career.
',If he could briug back a peaceý wshich would be
d acceptable, he would be the greatest figure lu

r e6ie Gon-gress agreed upon the now famous
-Treaty. The complete independence of Roumania,

s of Servia and of Montenegro was recognised. Mon-
r tenegro in addition was given a seaport. Bulgaria

wus made a self-governing but tributýary stute. East-
ern Roumelia was likewise given a measure of ln-

e dependence. Bosula and Herzegovina were to be
occupied by Austria but the territory was not actual-

e Iv made Austrian. Russia gaiued Besserabia lu
ýe Europe and a Black Sea port in Asia Minor.

l- This fanious treaty was much criticised ut thie
it time. Lord Beuconsfield justified giviug the two
r. provinces to Atustria by statiug that Austria's in-
r. fluence' wc>uld be un offset in the west to Russian
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