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Topice of the Day

A Sa protest against pessimism, the annlai meet-
ing of thc shareholders of the Canadian P>acifie
Raîiway was noteworthy. There wt're reasons

for the optîmismn displayed. The gross revenue from traf-
lic increaseti more than eleven million dollars. This is
perhaps the largest gross increase iii earnings ever shown
by a Canadiati Company and it was suflicient to make
the sharebolders joyful. The report of the steamship
lines on the Atlantic andi Pacific was favourable. Thiîs
is important because the C.1.R. steamners on the At-
lantic were purely experimental. That these steamers
are to le replaced lv larger vessels is a distinct 'b)oost"
for the Canadian Aiantie rtoute. It shouid not le for-
gotten that ten years ago Canada was quite pessimiîstic
as to lier Atlantic trade anti it was feit that Portland,
Boston, New York and Philadelpitia had an advantage
which could flot easiy le overtome. Tlie people of
Montreai, Q.uebec, St. John and Hlalifax inay take fresh

encouragement out of Sir Thomas Shauglhnessy's me-
marks.

Sir Thomas lias several tiînes denied, according to
the newsi)alers, that the Empresses would le transfemmed
to the Pacifie and larger boats suhstituted four the At-
lantic tralu. This mnust hav'e lîcen wbat is known as
"officiai" tienial, hecau-se lie now itints that thkis wil
likeiy bc donc. The incident recails Sir William Van-
Iltrnc's deniaI of the interview with ii which appeatred
ini a Montreal paper stating tlhat let would retire froxît
the Presidency within at year. It was afterwards showxt
that the interview was anthentie, but Sir William denicd
it absolutely. Apparently, hie found that the announce-
ment was iikely to injure C.P.R. intercats of the moment,
so tlicre was nothing- left for him to do but discredit the
reporter. H1e did so(, lut at the appointcd time, hie
handcd the presidency over to Sir Thomas Shauglnessy
and took the mîior office of Chairmnan of the Board of
i)irectors, whicl lie stili holds.

i)uring the past few wceks Canada bas rccived somne
notab>le adviee. The London "Standard" suggests that
the Dominion should charter a fleet of steamers next
spring, invite immigrants to comne along to this Land
of Proise and give them free transportation. The idea
is an excellent one. It would be spectacular. It woul
le the hugest advertisement any new country ever re-
ceived. No doubt there would be practical difficulties 'n
in the way to ensure fair treatmient for evcry person, but
these should not bie insuperahie. "0liver's Armada"
would be an excellent titie for the fleet and we wouid
suggest this to the modest Minister of the Interior.

The New York Sun suggests that as soon as Canada
obtains the full treaty-making power, the world will
acknowledge that she is a full-fledged nation. The Sun
woul like Canada to go on as she is doing and obtain
this power and then decide on independence. It is nice
to have the Sun take interest in us and our progress,
but it rather spoils its case iiif suggesting that it would
like to see us independent. Independent of what ?

That a five-cent stamip will now carry an ounce of
mail matter to foreign countries will lie quite a boon to
bustiess men who write large and important letters.
postal reforms are coming su fast and furiously that it
is difficult to keep Up with them. Mr. Henniker Hea-
ton and other reforniers deserve the world's gratitude,
for this reform applies to ail countries in the Interna-
tional Postal UJnion. It would be interesting to know
what the letter rate would bie îf the business of carrying

mnail were handled, hy private corporations instead of
governinents.

Mr. George Ilannali, manager of the Allait Steamn-
ship Line, is proud of the Gramnpianî, tie new ship) which
wiIl help to develop direct trade l)etweeti Glasgow and
Monitreal. The vesscl arrived last -ýveek iîit Montreai,
and with the Ilesperian, now almost ready, will coin-
inence a regular service next spring. Canada's occan-
going fleet is inereasing with rapid strides, ani tbc por-
tioir of Canadian foreign trafli t arried on by Canadiani
vesseis is steadiiy increasing.

The growingr intimacy between this couintry antd
Great Britaýini is shown by tlie pnst-offiee statisties. 111
Septcntber, Molnt rtea1 rt'ctix'd 1,597 iiaibags frun G~reat
Britain as against 928 Iast year. Outgroinîr mail showtNi
a similar increase. There was a gain of ý,5 pounds of
letters and 20,000 pounds of printed matter. he
facts arc of considerable linperial significance.

Mr. Sanînel Kydd of the Montreal Gazette lias coin
pleted forty years of service iii journalisîn. There.is no
editorial page ini Canîada wlîich ranits Iligher than that
of the Gazette. It is scholarly, teniperate anîd dlîgnifed.
It is sonîewhat ont of tune with the modern bent to-
wards municipal and govertiment ownersliips, but that
only serves to emphasise thc unswerving adherence of
Mr. Kydd to his ownt ideas anud ideals. Faithfulness to
the truth as lie secs it is a înost vaitale -'uality iii a
journalist.'

Mr. Kydd was bori in Scothind in 185.3, but bis
schooling was received in Tloronto. IlÎs ea-rly newsixîper
training was gained in Iindsav, fromn whicb O>ntario
townt lie went to the Gazette in 1874. le succeeded Mr.
R. S. White as êditor-in-dhief when that irentiemian be-
came coilector of etustomas for Montreal on Janîuary ist,
1896.

Mr. Samu'ei L. Kydd,
Editor, Monareat "Gazette,"


