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a higb standard of excellence that its prehistorie
founders neyer dreaint of. There is still, it might
be remnarked, some variance in the weight of the
stanes, for whereas in Ontario, Manitoba and British
Columubia, where granite is used, they do not usnally
exceed from 35 to 38 lbs. and the maximum is 44 Ibs.
ini Quebec, whiere iron forms the instrument of play,
the scale ruts f rom 6o to 70 lbs.

Every Canadian who has ever wielded a stone
or boosted the iron will agree with the reverend
chaplain of the game, Mr. Kerr, to wit, that curling
is the bealthiest of ail sports, giving,, as he puts it,
"birr and smeddumn" to the body atthe season of
the year wben itis most needed. Also that it is the
most demnocratic, for on the ice ail are equal, peer
and pea.sant, and it might be added servitor and lord,
for did not the most noble the Earl of Dalkeith pIý,y
third in a memorable bonspiel, to the skipping of bis
coachinan, thus proving that Jack -is even better
than his master, if lie can "guard" or "draw" or
.wic or bore' or "inturn" or "out-turn'." This
state of things, strange to say, is more true of Scot-
land than of Canada, for whereas ice and air are free
to all over there, the palatial surroundiugs of the
gaine this side of the big sea practically preclude al
but the fairly well off or well-to-do from its enjoy-
ment. And 1 regret to say tbat it is the tendency
of most modern games to make tbeir playing too
much of a privilege, tbus eitber clearing the way
for professionalismi, which means for the few social
degradation and for the many physictl degeneration
by converting thei into mere onlookers, or creating
ijot always desirable class distinctions. This is true
of. golf, lawn tennis, rowing, canoeing, -yachting,
and, in fact, as I have said, of the mai ority of gaines.

'Yet it caunot be deuied that wberever curling is
indulged in it is the gaine that of ail others is the
more sociable. It is not alone the livery or the haud-
grip that tells, but the merry gatherings tbat follow

runners-up for tbe Ontario Tankard last season.-

"Grand" Caledonian, which now lias lu affiliation
55o clubs in Scotland, 40 in England, 1inl Ireland,
36 in Canada, 2 in Newfoundland, 7 in New Zealand,
i in Russia, 2 in Switzerland, and 2 in the United
States, Some 4o years ago, the, Canadian branch,
with headquarters in Montreal, was established. At
that time Ontario was for curling purposes an
attachmient of Quebec. lu 1874 the "iron" domina-
tion was felt to be irksome'and in November of
that year, in response to a petition from 37 clubs
of this province, a divorce was grauted and Ontario,
as. a distinct branch of the Royal, undertook the
management of its own affairs, Hon. Peter Gow of
Guelph becoming the first presidenit and being
foilowed by a galaxy of gentlemen famous in the
aunaIs of curling, of the first dozen of whom those
only who are living are Mr. J. S. Russell, the oldest
Roman of tbemr aIl, who for 21 years following was
tlie honoured secretary-treasurer, and Mr. J., D.
Flavelle, of Lindsay, a stalwart of the stalwarts who
bas led bis rinks oftener to victory and farther
abroad than any curler, living or dead, not excluding
the famous "Red Jackets" of Toronto, comprising
Thomias McGaw, Major Grey, David Walker and
Captain Perry, wbo from 1871 to 1877 won 44 Out
of 55 matches, tied 2 and lost 9, their aggregate
majority being 587, .an average of 13 1-2 shots to
each victory. and their minority 62, an average of
7 to each loss. On water-covered ice, on one
occasion, they made 26 to "love" by their opponents.
.But of Mr. FlavelIe and otber Canadian curling
celebrities more in the future.

many to a nobler and better life; and furthermore, 1
defy anyone to find anything to, be condemned in
that hymn. If that "reverend critic" would go into
some'of these small churclies lie would be surprised
to find that the "rhyming doggerel" "Have courage,
rïxy boy, to say no," and the other 'syruppy senti-
mental interrogation," "Shall we gather at the
River?" bas done more good than lie or other of
lis learned friends could do. I would like the
persons who eall these hymns "deadly rubbish" and
'trash" to go into some of these missions where

they are sung and see for themselves -how-this. so-
called "rubbish" and' "trash" does more good than
some of the learned reverende with their, smooth
sermons. It may be true that people can be reached
by such addresses, and good singing as Messrs.
Torrey and Alexander had about two years ago;
but as to being "slang" and "slusliy," I fail to sec
where you or anyone else can class them so, and
I defy you or anyonie else to find anything vxhich is
unchristianlike in those or any .other sacred hymus.
1 believe in fair play. I knowth-e pulpit occusionally
indulges in'criticism, but it does not do anything to,
harmn or destroy the 'press or its reputation; further-
more, a paper such as the "Canadian Courier," which
every true Canadian should, patronise, ought to b
a littie more careful in -its assertions regarding
Cliristians, or the hymus Christians sipg. Remieml-
ber tliis is a Christian land, and if a magazine such
as yours goes'against the Churdli it will turn out a
sad failure.

Yo'urs truly,
W. H. RILPY.

Vita Lampada.

SEV, RAL of the readers of the "CanakdianS Cu,riîer" have asked for the publication'of the
poem by Henry Newbolt, of which the late
Dr. Drummond was so fond and from which

a quotation, was engraved'upon his coffin-plate. The
poem is to, be found in the volume "Admirais Ail."
There's a breathiess *hush in the close to-nigit-

Ten to, one and the match to win-
A',bumping pitch and a blindlig light,

An hour to play and the last man in,
And it's not forthe sake of a ribboned coat-

Or the seifish hope of a season's fame,
But his captain's hand on bis shoulder smnote-

"Play up, play up I and play the gane 1"

The sand of the desert is sodden red,
Red witb the wreck of the square that broke-

The gatling's jamxned and the colonel dead,
A'ýnd the> regiment blindý with dnst and smoke.

The River of Death has brimmed its baniks,
And England's far, a-nd honour a name;

But the voice. of a schoolboy rallies the ranks-
"Play up, play up! and play the gane 1"

This is the word that year by year,
While i li er place the school is set,

Every one of hier sons must bear
And noue that hears it dare forget.

This they aIl with a joyful uxind
Bear tbrough life like a torch in flame,

And falling fling to the hkost behind-
"¶Play up, play, up I and play the gane 1"
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