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THIE POLITIC'-AL PROBLETM-M
By NORMAN PATTERSON

-SUPPOSE a great many voters are, like my- dred to six hundred million ?" And he smiled a
self, wondering whkch party is to receive their sarcastic.smile as he passed around the corner ont

*ballots. It is probable that since i891, there of sight.
has never been an occasionk, when it was as I went back to my desk and thought it over. In

fficult to decide. There is a great advantage in be- 1896 the senitiment of the people said, "It is time for
g a part>' man becauise then a voter may tell four a change." The>' put Laurier in power. It may be,
ars in advance which part>' he will vote for at the as the Conservative journals are saying, "It is time
XI: general election. The partisans have no for a change" again. Yet I arn not sure that the
Duble wiVh their minds, though they ma>' have Independent voter has his mind as fuli>' made UPme with their consciences. The trouble with the as he had in 1896. There has been much criticism
nscience is not nearl>' so bad as the trouble..with and considerable dissatisfaction, but that this is,

strong. enough to justify deposing the Old King and
crowning a New King is an -open question.

To compare the two policies is not an easy task
yet it must be done. Foreign Policy: The Con-
servatives favour dloser Imperialistic connection;
the Liberals believe in the Imperial tie, but wouîd
have it purely sentimental. Trade Policy: The
Liberals believe in moderate protection, and ini a
bargaining with other nations looking to freer trade;
the Conservatives believe in adequate protection and
would sacrifice the foreigner to the Britisher. Trans-
portation Policy; Both parties favour new railways
and deeper canais, but the Conservatives are more
inclined to governrnent ownership, and dloser govern-
ment, control than the Liberals. Land Policy: The
Conservatives miglit work reformns in the adminis-
tration of the Crown domnain, but it is questionable
if they could do much more than the Liberals have
done. Post Office Policy: The Conservatives have
been advocating rural mail delivery and the Liberals
have adopted it. Liquor Policy: No difference;
neither party is in favour of prohibition. Public
Expenditure Policy: The Conservatives are nQw the
party of econoniy, the position held by the ^Liberals
before they gained office. Immigration Policy:
Practically no difference. Civil Service Reform:
Mr-. Bordeii would go fai-ther than Sir Wilfrid, if
bis party would allow him. and he had the oppor-
tunity. 'hus, the differences are small and really
do niot help muçh. The independent voter will find


