eg, February, 1911.

e ——————————————
—————————

majority of our
is some
ient or not. In
'whelming bulk of
h our prosperity,
bered, il; tlll)e rZ-
1 activities. It is
r alone, nor to the
railroad, the bank,
" the shopkeeper.
bhe fortuitous ecir-
hich we are en
ed effort to make
natural resources
t, therefore, most
ead of each indi-
1ess  and content-
sperity and in his
up this country,
e of future well-
rely that we may
~individuals, even
lustries are made
ed thereby ?

Provinces.

haps, less change
the Maritime Pro-
parts of Canada,
steady improve-
ies, and the year
one of marked
Its from general
en  perhaps the
of this part of
yield and as to
the field crops of
ces in 1910 was
with $49,684,000
ffered so severely
1d was so small
crop brought in
ual returns. Ap-
fruits, excluding
1satisfactory—ap-
one-third of a
oducts, especially
and prices were
d the admirable
tural College to
le how profitable
tained from land
ar to good .mar-
idle largely be-
1y parts of these
ed to other pur-
rd Island dairy-
ire increasing in
. very profitable
and the same is
Nova Scotia, but
withstanding the
fine hay ecrops,
butter is made
ago, many less
S are in opera-
orses, cattle and
numerous than

uebec. °

ome fluctuations
d of agriculture
was most sat-
e record is still
onable if as re-
xcepting in the
and one or two
generally sue-
'r  obtained by
es in 1909 had
of grain to be
an carly in the
1¢c through the
sults were  ex-
‘ge yield, roots
1, cattle, horses,
all dairy pro-
s, but the sup-
always insufli-
e field crops of
1910 was $301,-
$290.469.000 for

districts where
d on scientifi-
re produced as
op as a whole
1 Ontario as in
In neither dis-
tiecs Dbe obtain-
shipped  from
- show what a
' the shipments
I<. there heinge
thble  with  this
ents were only
highest figure
00 harrels. and
ary vears was
Doubtless no
the main cause

adjust -

yd

Winnipeg,  February, 1911.

The Western Home. Monthly.

‘ 29

of a lessened crop, but with scienti
methods the *number and size of the
apples would always be greatly increas-
ed and the quality greatly improved.

We used to be able to follow  closely
the- growth of our dairying industry
by - using the figures of the shipments
of- cheese and butter from Montreal as
examples, but new conditions have
arisen, and these figures are mnow of
little use. The consumption of butter
in .Canada and of cream in Canada and
the United States has practically de-
stroyed. our foreign trade in butter,
\vhib{i one year reached 573.449 pack-
ages, valued at $7,400,000. The ‘same
causes. have kept our cheese exports al-
most stationary for three or four years.
The figures for 1910 are 1,892,000 boxes,
worth $17,503,000, as against. the record
of 2,395,932 boxes in 1903, valued at $21,-
500,000.. One great departmental store
colleets direct from the farmers suf-
ficient milk to keep several cheese fac-
tories busy.

Successful as the year has been
with .the farmers of the East, there is
a growing conviction that this part of
Canada is at the moment a land of
neglected opportunity, largely owing to
the easy success of those who have
taken up the cheap lands and virgin
soil of the West. While many think
that more effort is necessary to success
in the East, facts gathered from re-
cent experience show that in no part
of Canada can a larger return be ob-
tained in proportion to the intelli-
gence employed than here in Ontario.
We have one of the best and most fa-
mous of Agricultural Colleges, and
wherever one of its students is farm-
ing, the effect of his knowledge on his
own . farm and the influence of his ex-
ample on those of others is most mark-
ed, but there are many parts where no
such examples of improved methods
extist,” and the Government has now
adopted the plan of taking the College
to the farmer. The Farmers’ Institute
lectures and the Agricultural Fair
prizes have done and are doing much
good, but the new effort is of a much
more effective and practical nature.
It is sought by demonstration farming
actually carried on by experts acting
for the Government, and by visits paid
to various parts of the Province by
cexperts who are able and willing to
give advice, gradually to break up that
condition of contentment with the
farming of our fathers which is so
great an enemy to progress. If young
men can be shown the results of a
thorough knowledge of stock-raising as
compared with not knowing, of caring
for orchards instead of not caring for
them, of systematic manuring and of
proper drainage, of a knowledge, in-
deed, of the many things which bring
about the enormous difference in re-
sults between old-fashioned and up-
to-date farming, we may hope that
more farmers’ sons will stay on the
land, and that many city men will set-
tle there, and that increased wealth
and happiness will be the result. But
actual results are more powerful ar-
guments than mere preaching. An or-
chard in Ontario which yielded prior
to 1909, $100 worth of apples annual-
ly, produced in 1909 in new hands fruit
worth $1,437, the Tet profit on which
was $974, in addition to apples not
suitable for eating worth more than the ‘
whole crop before the orchard was prop- |
erly cared for. In other cases 8 acres
of orchard produced $2489 gross and
$1,890 met: 5% acres produced $2.237
gross and $1.720 net: 1Y, acres produced
$539 gross: and many cases of yields
in money from $150 to $300 per acre
could be shown, the result varying, of

course, with the age of the trees but
mainly with the practical knowledge

of the fruit grower. In vegetables one
man with 17 acres raised 127 tons of
caulifiower, which he sold for $30 per
ton, a return of about %225 per acre.
We know that for years large profits
have been made in Ontario growing fine
roses and other flowers for New York
and other United States markets, but
we now hear of one experienced hybrid-
izer. who is also a banker. ‘who has
made himself famous as well as pros-
perous as ‘a producer of innumerable
species of gladioli, which are in demand

Western Ontario similar things can be
done. Too much credit cannot be ac-
corded to the Department of Agricul-
ture of Ontario for the effort it is mak-
ing, and we can but hope that the num-
ber of lecturers and demonstrators will
be increased, and that they will .be
persistently kept at work as a per-
manent force working for agricultural
improvement. In some parts already a
new tone has been given to farm affairs,
emigration to the West has nearly
ceased, farm values are increasing, and
intensive farming is a subject of gen-
eral and keen interest. w

That a more enterprising spirit is
necessary may be vreadily gathered
from the statistics of live stock in On-
tario. From 1901 to 1907 the number
of horses on hand grew from 620,000
to 725,000, but since that year there
has been practically no increase. The
number sold annually has, however, in-
creased from 51,000 in 1901 to 98,000 in
1910, which is evidence enough of the
difficulty of maintaining a stock on
hand. ~ The number of milch cows in
1901 was 984,000, in 1907, 1,152,000, in
1910 only 1,052,000. The number -of
other cattle in 1901 was 1,523,000, in
1906, 1,834,000, and in 1910, only 1,514,
000. The number of stock slaughtered,
however, rose steadily from 610,000 in
1901, to 817,000 in 1910. In sheep and
lambs the story is one of steady decline
from 1901 to 1910 in both the number
of those on hand and of those slaught-
ered. In swine the number on hand
rose from 1,491,000 in 1901 to 2,049,000
in 1907, and fell to 1,561,000 in 1910,
while the number slaughtered, rose
from 1,973,000 in 1901 to 2,267,000
in 1905, and fell to 1,844,000 in 1510.
In poultry of all classes there has been
a satisfactory increase in the number
on hand and in the number annually
killed. It will be seen from these fig-
ures, which are mainly taken from re-
ports of the Agricultural Department
of the Province of Ontario, and do not
agree very closely with those of the
Census Department at Ottawa, that we
are meeting a greatly increased demand
by decreasing the stock on hand, and
such a state of things cannot, of course,
continue long. Many quite’ natural
causes have led to this result, and others
will tend to remedy it to some extent
in the near future. Hay being scarce,
high prices prevailing for coarse grains,
and the highest prices ever known for
cattle, the farmer has in many cases
sold both cattle and coarse grains, in-
stead of feeding his stock as usual. But
food crops are mow more plentiful, and
we may look for an increase in the
stock of animals on hand.

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Albertd.

Considerable disappointment, as we
all know, accompanies the record of
what is nevertheless another year of
progress in the prairie provinces.
The wheat, oats and flax reaped in the
previous year were the highest in
grade, and the whole crop was the
largest and produced the largest sum
in money ever known. Under such con-
ditions the acreage for 1910 was natu-
rally increased, not merely by older
farmers, but by new settlers preparing
their first crops. With an early spring
everything promised well, but because
of many adverse conditions a smaller
and less highly graded crop was the

result. Our estimates in  August
were:—

Bushels,
Wheat .ovimismeeminmasaism. 88,000,000
DS o puspntmasmeamaimess 90,000,000
Barley ...................... 17,000,000
RN . iiivsmenn vn oo e e s e s 1,000,000

Other estimates are as high as 104,-
000,000 bushels for wheat and 128,000,-

000 for oats, but we do not expect
either wheat or oats to reach 100,000,-
000 bushels.  About 60 per cent. of the

wheat is fit for milling, and oats and
barley grade badly. The flax crop was

larger than in 1909 and the price during
1910 has been as high as $2.54 per bush-
cl. and is still most unusually high, so
that the crop is much more important
than might be supposed. The money
result  from the crops of the three
prairie provinces, as estimated by con-

servative Western opinion, will be about
£20,000.000 less than for 1909. The es-

in all quarters of the world, It must
be remembered that these results are
not due merely to the proximity of i
market. but that in almost any part of

timate of the Census Department. which

includes all field crops. is less favorable.
The total field c¢rops for the three pro-
Cvinees tor 1910 are valued at $155926,-

000, as compared with $192,839,000 for

1909, a less amount by about $37,000,000. |

Much of ;the shrinkage in value is due
to the decline in price.

The smaller yield of the crops of
these provinces is due to unfavorable
weather in three districts, Southern
Alberta, ~ Southern Manitoba, and
South-Western Saskatchewan. In the
northern districts and in some south-
ern parts results were most excellent.
In the districts where results were gen-
erally unfavorable,” however, isolated
cases stand out clearly, showing splen-
did results obtained, despite the weath-
er, simply by scientific farming. Ag-
ricultural conditions at the moment in
Southern Manitoba and parts of South-
Western Saskatchewan are unsatisfac-
tory because of lack'of moisture; while
in Southern Alberta, because of plenti-
ful moisture during the last few months,
the prospects are as good as could be
desired. For some years the necessity
of more advanced methods in such older
parts of Southern Manitoba has been
painfully evident. May we now hope
that the Government of Manitoba as
well as the farmers will forthwith do
the quite obvious and not difficult things
necessary to redeem and maintain the
reputation of this part of Canada as a
grain producing country. - Undoubtedly
the crop’is ‘largely- reduced’ every year
by the prevalence of weeds, and it is
clear that the Provincial Government
cannot take too much trouble to re-
move this evil as far as possible. Enough
has been done by individual cases of
good farming to show how much larger
the froﬁts of agriculture in the West
should be. The results of the present
poor crop have been improved by the
fact that mixed farming has been in-
creasing—indeed, that is one direction
in which Southern Manitoba is already
working out the reform made neces-
sary by the impoverishment of the land
as a result of repeated grain crops.

There is mo question of more impor-
tance to Western development than
that of improving the breeding of live
stock and of increasing their numbers.
We are witnessing the gradual extine-
tion of the rancher and the gradual es-.
tablishment of a great grazing and feed-
ing industry. It is naturally difficult
by the increase due to the slower meth-
ods of the ‘latter to make up for the
losses consequent on the passing of the
rancher, but the outlook as a whole is
promising. The Live Stock Exhibition
at Winnipeg in 1910 exceeded all re-
cords in the number of high-grade ani-
mals shown, and these were of such
excellence that little further 'improve-
ment can be looked for, some classes
havin
America. The progressive Western
farmer is. demonstratin
that if each of them will, as soon as he
can afford it, raise a few head of high-
grade stock, the disappearance of the
rancher will redound to their gain, and
the problem of maintaining a sufficient
supp‘)y of animals will be solved. As'
matters now stand, stocks are not as
large as .they. should be, nor are they
increasing as fast as they should. Stat-
istics do not go far oenugh back in Sas-
katchewan and Alberta to be of much
service, but in Manitoba horses have
increased in © numbers only about
50 per cent. in ten years, cattle a trifle
more than 50 per cent., sheep have les-
sened in number, swine have increased
about 100 per cent., and poultry about
65 to 70 per cent. Such statistics as
are available show that stocks on hand
for the three provinces are about 870,-
000  horses, 2,300,000 cattle, 345,000
sheep, and 608,000 swine. Figures for
poultry seem unreliable, but apparently
there are not as yet half as many as
in Ontario. One has only to look at
the map and consider the small part of
Ontario that is farmed, and to com-
pare it with the West, in order to see
how very much must be done before it
can be made impossible for the Vice-
President of the C. P. R. to reproach
Manitoba with the importation of 12,-
000,000 eggs in one year over that
railway alone. and to say further that
the poultry and cream for their dining
cars must be obtained partly in the
United States.

The storage capacity of terminal and
inland elevators has increased from
63,190,000 bushels in 1909 to 77.901,000
bushels in 1910.

The railways are again to be congrat-

been the finest ever shown’in‘|

to his fellows |

ulated on the manner in which they
handled the crop. It is estimated that.
by the close of navigation 60,000,000
bushels had reached the head of the
lakes. Terminal facilities for handling
the crop have still further improved,
and through the Lake Shippers’ Cleax-
ance Association vessels can be. leaded
and despatched with much greater rap-
idity than heretofore. There has been
the usual large increase in the mileage
of railways, with the prospect of a still
greater increase in 1911. In addition to
Winnipeg, there are now many impor-
tant railway centres, such as Brandon,
Regina, Moose Jaw, Weyburn, Saskatoon,
Prince Albert, Yorkton, North Battle-.
ford, Edmonton, Calgary and . Leth-
bridge. n
One of the most intemtin% things .in:
the settlement of Canada is the work of: °
the superintendent of the irrigation
schemes of the Canadian Pacific Rail-.
way.

and the dryness of the past season has
drawn attention to the value of irriga..
tion in' Southern Alberta. Sales of land
in the irrigation area have been very
large during the last three years, and
have lately averaged a million dollars:
a month. The railway company natu-
rally favor sales whic resulli);‘?n imme-
diate occupation. - Their ' plans “have.
succeeded so well that an appropriation’
of $8,000,000 is said to have geen voted *
by the Railway Board in order to carry
the irrigation system further east. *

EDSON|

The Calta_ry of the -
Grand TrunkPacific

The last prairie divisional Em, 5
and the best. The time to M& ‘
in a new town is right at the : |
start. "

Edson is now four months old
but we are still selling at the
original prices.

By purchasing lots now for

$25.00 Each

on easy terms, you are getting i
absolutely on {he grofl;td goor
and will double your money three
and four times over in a few
years,

Our. lots, which are within
half-a-mile of the Grand Trunk
Townsite and adjoining. Main
Street, are dollar for dollar the
cheapest proserty on the market
at Edson to-day.

It costs you ore cent to obtain
full particulars. Mail us a post
card to-day.

J. B. MARTIN
608 Mcintyre Blk., Winnipeg

“

Send us $1.75

Receivethischild’sdress. The
e s R Ry

clof n dar b na
and brown remnants froz
our suit fa . The dress is
made with e belt below
waist from which springsa full
pleated skirt, Whenordm
give age. If over 10, give »
waist and length from neck
down back to desired length,
also sleeve length (measure
under arm seam for sleeve
length). $1.75 is the price for
any age up to and including 8
years, over 8§ and to 12 years
$2 50. Order to-day, you will be

well pleased with your bar-
gain Guaranteed to be just as
represented, Add for

postage. Order dress No 82, .
This dress may be had in all wool Panama in
dark, red, green, brown and navy at $2.50 up to
and including 8 years. Up to 12 yearsé&rice 95.
Order dress in Panama No 80. Add for post.

age —Standard Garment Co., 10 Coote
lock, London, Ont. :

The policy of providi 'mdlw
made farmsk is ysucoel;ding l;%mimb o :




