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troops, than he could otherwise have been jus-
tified in parting with, to the Upper Province;
while, at the same time, it afforded him the
means, on the breaking out of the war, of guard-
ing the different passes and roads into Lower
Canada, with a description of men perfectly
well acquainted with the nature of the country,
and with the mode of warfare necessary for its
defence. The line of frontier in the Lower
Province was thus most effectually guarded by
Sir George Prevost’s able disposition of this
new force, together with the assistance of the
regular troops; and every prudent precaution
consistent with his means, and with the instruc-
tions he was constantly receiving from England,
to avoid all unnecessary expense, was taken.
The precautionary measures which were pur-
sued upon this occasion, by the Commander of
the forces, met with the full approbation of His
Majesty’s Government, expressed in a despatch
from Lord Bathurst, of the 6th November,
1812, in which his Lordship informed Sir
George Prevost, that “ the preparations for de-
fence which he had made upon tke first intima-
tion of eventual hostility with America, and
which he had since so vigorously continued,
had met with the Prince Regent’s entire ap-
probation.”

After charging Sir George Prevost with neg-
ligence, in not preparing to meet the threatened



