
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY

1915, the Ilotrie Secrctary gave notice of an Order unider Section

73 (4) of the Factory and Workshop Aýct, 1901, ,tpplyiing .the

provisions of the said section to ail cases of toxic jauandice occnirrill<

in a factory or worksbop; the Order wvou1d alY to jauindice

due 'to tetrachlorethane, to nitro or aiiuido-derivatives of benzine,
or, indeed, to any other p)joisoons siubstaiiee.-T'he Lancel.

OCCUPATIONAL INJURIES DUE TO RADIUM

In the Journal of tie Amniçricaib Mleducat Associationl, of Jai.

lst, iProfessor T. Ordway, of Albany Medical College, lias (le-

scribed the effeets obscrvcd diiringy a year's radiumii work at the

llhintington Hlospital. Those who were applying radium in the

treatment of patients noticed, after a few weeks, a slight though

gradually increasing sensory distutrbanee iii the finger-tips, par-

ticularly 0on the illnar side of 'the first phalanx of the thimbl and(

the radial side of the terminal phalanges of the index and middle

fingers of each hand. These symptoins began iinsidions]y aîîd

Consisted of blintino of sensibility of the iinger-ti])5, iiiereas'eî

sen'sitiveness to beat and pressure, amnouflting at tîimes to pain1,

and anesthesia of varying degrees. They were ont of proportion

bo the objective changes, which consisted of flattening of the

natuiral ridges on ýthe affected fi ngers, with conseqilent changes

ini the finger prints, tliickeningc of the horn 'y layer of the epidermis

wvith scaling, failtire of thienger-tipS to resumne their normlal

shape after pressure, a sort of pitting andi upgrowth of the citticle

at the base of and iunderncath the nails, which becarne extreîflelY

brittie and teuded to stand off froin the fingers. The assistants

aiid nurses were warned of the dangers and told not; to handle the

emanation tubes with. the flugers, but to uise forceps. But soune

handling is uinavoidable. For exailnple, a iedical 1 )ractitioîîer

beganl making routine aplications of radiuim ear]y in NLovemiber,

1913. These inereascd in r number uintil tbe latter part of January,

1914, after which they were few. After somne weekzs the tips of

the tbuimbs, particularly towards the iiinar side, and of the fore

aud mliddle fingers, especially towards the radial side, gradually

became iimb and deficient* in sensibility. There was greatly

incereased sensitiveness to heat, paresthesia in the forin of a

Pecuhiar feeling in 'the fine-is n xkadlS in delicate

manipulations. Small ýobjects were freq ently dropped and there

was (lifflculty in takiing puilses. The affected portion of the flugers

blecamie siniooth and shiny and the ridges almost obliterated. *Lat&~

the epiderm-is becanie tbickene(l, dry,. and parebinenflike. and on


