
258 A-view of the Confrederation*of the United States'oJ A-meica.
The profeffeddefign of the meeting was to reform and ariend:th:.pl,

but in faà when they.caneto examine it they found theifelves ôbliged' to
pafs the faine-fentence on it tliat was once deliveredconcerning the fanoua
poet, Alexander Pope, whofe ufual ejaculation was G--d -mend 4me. 'aMeùdyou, Laid a hackney coachman, (looking with contenipt on hi dwafi1h foù
an d-h ump back) "it would not be hal f fo much trouble to make a new on&»

A new one '-was accordingly entered upvon, and the fundamenta'prini.
ple of it was, not-to fuppofe men as good as they ought' to be, but to take
thenm as they are. ".It:is true, faid they, that all nien are naturally free and
equal; it isa very goodidea, and ought to be underifoodin ev'ery contra&
and partnerfhip which cahsbe formed ; itimay ferve as a check upon.amn.
bition 'and other human.paffions,, and put people -in mind that they rmay
fome time or ôther-be called to iccount by their equals. But it is as truc
that this equalIity is def1roye'd by a thoufand caufes which exiff in. natu're
and in' focietv. *.Itis tr'u that aIl beafts, birds, and fifhes are..naturally frcc

and aculin'fome refpeas, but yet we 'fin'd then unequal in other refpe&s,
and one becomes the prey 'of another .There is, and always will bei:a'.fu.
periority and an inferiority,' in fpitè of all the fyftems of metaphyfics tlåt
ever èxifted. How can you preyent one man from being fronger orwiferrG
.icher-than ancther? ànd' will not the firong overcon. theweak? vill not
the cunning circumvent thé foolifh? arid will-not the' borrower becom

'fervant to the lender? Is not this noble, free,'and independent creature
:man, necefflarily fubj'ca to lords of his own pecies in every~tage of his ex-
ience?' When a chil' is hé not' undex: the coimand of his 'paï·ents? fCnd
him to. fchool, plaGe him out as an apprenticeph on board a fhip, enL
:Pol himsin a company ofniiliti," mu i he n'ot'he 'ubjeêo t a mafi? Fle:
jiim in any kind' of foåiety whatever, anrd h bas wantsito be fupplied and

bafions ta be fubdued.; his aaive powers nee7d to'be direacd, and his ''
-travagancies t be céntrouled, and if'he will ýiot'db. i hiinfelf, fai'e body
mui1 do it for.him. Selffgoveinment is ingleeçlh'e noft prefe&dL rm of
governmerit :in- the world; but 'if m'en will*not ýgoye n themfelves they.
:nuR' have fome governors ·appointe4'over thei, lwho will keep theain
order and make them do their duty; Now ifthere i- in a ftfuch an ie-
quality exiftingamong us why fhould Âe&aasif ri' fuch' thing· cxufted?
7Ve have tried the Béavu tpheme of Partnerfh.ip long enough, ad find it
willnot,dô.' :Let us then adopt the pra&ice:of anot-her kind 6f iriuftiot1
pnimals which we have: among us-L¢t us imitate the Bees, who are g<divertl
ed by one fupremerhead,. and under that direaiôn: 'condua their whole -,
:onomy withperfea order snd regulaiity.

On'this principle they drew p' an. entirè new plan, in- which there Nay
àne'chiefflèward, who-vas to manage iheir united interft, and berefpOnfl
ible to the ;àhole for his condua.. He vas tohave a kind of cauncilt,

i'dvife and- dire» him, and feveral inferior officers to. aflifi hiffi, as ther.
snightbe.occafion; .and a certain contribution was to be leied orotheade
or on the effates of the whole, which was to-make a commori hock foithe
fupport of the common intereft; .and they werè'toered a tribunal aiong
themfelves,:which fhould.decide and-determine al, diffeences; If nine ofi
the.families fhould agree to this plan, i ·was to take place; and thcesohers
imghtor might not adopt it; but if any one fhould finally refufe, or-if any

ýhould adopt t and .aftd"rwards fall fromrit, he-was to be 'looked upon as an
an4no rfon.yas to haue any connediort. with hii.


