258 . Aview of the Confederation of the United States of Amedica,
 The profefled defign of the meeting was to reform and a!fx:end‘:thré‘,‘piah.
but in taft when they.came-to examine it they found themfelves”bb'lige&‘t&
pafs the fame entence on it that was once delivered.concerning the famous
‘poet, Alexander Pope, wholc ufual ejaculation was G—d mend me'f “Mepd -
- you, {aid a hackney coachman, (lcoking with contempt on his dwarfifli forg
- 'and hump back) ¢ it would notbe halt o much trouble to make a new gpe'*
!+ A new one'was accordingly entered upon, and the fundamenta] “pring.
ple of it was, norto fuppofe men as good as they ought to be, but'to take .
‘thein as.theyare. ¢-It.istrue, {aid they, that all'men are natuially frec.and
equal; itisa very goodidea, and ought to be underftood in every contraft -
- and gartperfhip which canbe formed ; it may ferve asa check upon . am.
: bition @nd"other human.paflions,, and put people -in mind that they may
-Jome time or other-be ealled to account by their cquals. But it 3§ as tric -
 that this equality is deftroyed by-a thoufand caufes which exift in-patte
and in'fociety, “Itis true thatall beafts, birds, znd fifhes are. naturally fres
-znd equel in {ome yefpeéls, but yet wefind them unequal in other refpefts,
: and one becomes the prey of ariother.. There is,- and always will be;'a fu.
- periority and an inferiority, in {pité of all the {yftems of metaphyfics that
ever exifted. How can you prevent one man from being ftronger orwifer;or
+ richierthan another? and will not the firong overcome theweak ? will not
the cunning circumvent the foolifh? arid willinot the” borrower becomg
fervaat to the lender? Is not this noble, frée,’and’independent creatur
- man, neceffarily fubjet to lords of his own {pecies in every ftage of his ex-
‘iftence? Whena child is he not'under the comnmand of his ‘patents?- fond
"~him to. fchool,’ place him out a5 an apprentice, puthim on board a fhip, en--
" yol himin a company of miilitia,” ‘m ugg he not'be fubjeél to'a maflcr? Pl
-him in any kingd of {oc¢iety whatevcr, and he has wantsito be fupplied, and
paflions to be fubdued ; his aftive powers need ‘to'be direéted, and his-ex--
ftravagancies tp ‘be controuled, and if*he will fiot'do. it himlelf, {ome body
muft'do it for him. Self government is indeed"the moft p'rcfe&'xfdrm'.?of '
-government.in the world; but if men will not ‘govern  themfelves, they.
muft bave fome governors appointed.”over them, who will ‘keep them-in
*-order and make them do their'duty. Now ifthere is’in faft fuch’an ine:
quality exifting among us,  why fhould we'abas.if no fuch’ thing cxifted?
“We have tried the -Béaver {cheme of partnerfhip long enough, and: find it
-will not.do. -Let us then'adopt the ‘praétice .of another kind of induftrious
animals which we have among us—Legt usimitate the ‘Bees, who are govern-
ed by one fupreme-head,: and under that dire@ion condu their ‘wliole ¢
«onomy with perfeét -order and regularity,’?" ..o ot nl e E'.
.*» On’this principle they drew Up'an entire new plan, in which there was
one’ chief fteward,. who!was to manage their united intereft, and beirefpon:
$ible to the whole for his conduft,. ‘He .was to'have a kind -of: council b,
“ddvife and- dire “him, and feveral inferior officers “to. aflift him, ‘s’ there.
" mightbe occafion; .and a certain contribution was'to be'levied oni:the trade,
or on the eftates.of the whole, which was to'make.a.common fock for the
{upport of the common-intereft;.and they were tomeret a- tribunal among
_themfelves, :which {hould.decide! and-determine-all-differences; £ nine of
the families thould agree'to this plan, it was to take place; and theothers

- night or might not adopt it ; but if any one fhould finally refufe, o if any.
'{hog-ld'-adopt-xt' and .afterwards fall fromiit, -he wasto.be looked upon asan
Ag&;ﬂg@&,;-andrno pgrion was to have any conneétion with him, . . - ThE



