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Ldstor BRITIAN ASMDUICAN PRES. LRIAN,

Sipy—In my last £ endeavored to shaw
gomo of dha dilicultics wnder which vaennt
congregations labony in obtaining a seiilo-
ment. I will now endeavor to show sowe of
thoso undex whichministers without labaur.
Tho yprobationms list published by the
authority of the omes Mission Committeo
show that for the last threa yems the
xnmber of vacancies havo on an average
been thres to exch probationer. Lence,
whon & winisters name is found on the list
for two years with no better prospect of
sotflement then nt the beginning the
would appear to be no eseape from ono of
jwo conclusions—viz, Such a minister
st either bo entively unaceeptable and
an utter failure ox the conyregations must
bs entirely, toofastidious, It is truo thut the
conduot of some congrogations would «f
fivat sight, appeur to give somo grounds the
charge. For oxample, a congregation which
offered $700 and o manse, heard a minister
who pleased them in everything elso except
that ho had n slight pimplo on his face when
hio preached to them, which provented him
from making as goud an appoaranco in the
pulpit as he othorwise would, and though
this blemish was only temporary and had
disappeared in a fow days, it was given ns
tho cause of his rejection,

An older of a congergation which offered
4600 without a mango, and only expected
their minister to travel 24 miles'and preach
threotimes cach Sabbathsaid they hadheard
minister who had pleased them botl: in his
preaching and appearance, but a man in
tho congregation whom they all considered
an cxcollont judgoe of human nature had
givon it us his opinion that ho was a slow
men.,  He was asked what ovidenco he had
given of being n slow man; it was answered
that hio had arrived at their R. R. Station
on one occasion too late for the tram, and
it was suspected that ho would have been
too lato on another oceasion had a friend
not suggested fo him that the train was
noarly due ; such reasons may appear to be
trivial, but when we ~-msider that forty oy
fifty candidates are sometimes sent fo o
congregation thoy cannot all bo employeq,
and somo reason must be given for tho yo-
jection of candidates, itis hitle wonder that
rensons should sometimes bo given which
are not the best. Indeed the great wonder
appears to bo that congrezations have not
becomo moro fastidious under a system
so admirably caleulated to train them in
the habit of fault-finding. I will now give
some of the experience of s minister who
received more than forty appointments
from the Homo Mission Committee, In
ton appointments Gaelic was a sine dqua
non, and the Home Mission Committe does
not enquire whother » minister has Grelic
or not‘};eforo ko is sent to & Gaelio cogre.
gation, nnd theso aro all closed to the man
who has no QGaelic Tifeon had called
ministers—twelve wore unprepared two
wero semi-prepared. Six lad applied for
students. At length ho was sent to a con-
gregation which was prepared to hear can-
didates with a view to calling & minister,
Salary offered $7000 without a mance,

Heo had an opportunity of being present
at n congregational meeting over which the
moderator of session presided. Ho (tho
moderator of session) promised to givo them
o heaving of two or three popular inmmisters
whom he named inll settled ministors of
course) nfter which they should fix upon
one and give him s call.

He likewiso reminded them that the pro-
bationers sent ints the Presbytery could
claim a hearing in some of the vacancies.
Qbserve it was ono of tho settled ministors
they were recommended tocall. "The ‘fnro-
bationers wero only to bo countenanced fay
cnough to “get o hearing ™ becauso the
rules of the Chureh required it.

Tho time for the probationer, however, to
get his hearing is generally after o minister
has been eallod. Ho is then employed to
preach a couplo of Sabbaths and read the
Ediet for induction. One f your corre-
spondents tof Nova Scotia) has treated of
t{:o extent to which patronagoe is practiced
in tho C. D. Chuveh, but the halfis not
told, The evil would bo shght if the in-
fluence of modezators of sessionsand others
who are disposed to act the patron was
asedt in Jessening the number of vacancies
by getting probationers or mumsters with-
out chargo settled over wsem, but sucl'n is
ravely tho ease.  With very few exeeptions
it is used in unsettling ministers who are
settled and geiting them translated to somo
of the vacant charges. You will scethattlie
number of vacancies is not lessened by this
process, bubon the other hiand the pnb-
lished reports of the Home Mission Board,
show that the number of so-called vacancies
18 increasing.  Ministers without charge
and probationers are employed for thewost

art in following up those sottled ministers
ieeping  vacancics open, then  reading
Ldicts for their inductionand in somo eases
supplying their pulpits for them, while
they preached as candidates in somo of the
vacancies ander the plea of administering
the communion, Itis a matter of regred
that the adwuinistration of this solemn o1
dinauco is frequently used ns an oceasion
%o cavass for a situation, W earo far from
insinuating that there isany intentional
injustico in tho matter, but mivisters Al
havo the friends, and when congregations
fob confused and divided as they nre so
liable to do from the nnmber of c.nd’dutes,
and ask their advico of tho snoderalors of
seseion, they very natwally recommend
their friends, sad as the probationers and
ministers without charge nre strangers to
them, they have no knowledge of them,
nor interest in them, hence unconciousiy,
they inflict on them a great injustice. If
the object of the JToma Mission Cownmittee
wore to drive ministers out of the Chureh
and the Country a betler system could
scavcely bo dovised. When a minister's
name 1splaced on tho probationer’s list his
ministeral standing isignorved. Iois ealled
& probasioner, which means a stdent who‘
has not sustained his ordination tials, It
ho is a maa nuy way advanced in dito jus

- chanais nf settlomont ave desiroyed vven ol

-
v

rarely 1ho ense) a< most congregations {f
sulisfiod to mnko choico of n student profor
# young man to ono advaneed in dife,” Tha
question is froquently asked why do ro
imany of our muisters 1o to the States and
to tho other Provinces. Thoso who have
had any practisal experience of the working
of tis sehome need have no difliculty n
assgumg at foast ono yood cause,

When « ministor donnts his chargo he
ust demit his ministorial standing with it,
which he does by placine his nane en the
probatiovar's liat, or sot tho rules of tho
Church ot deflance by going to vaeancics
on his own necount, If lio i3 n mon with o
high eanca of honour it isditHe wondor that
ho tsh.onhl rofor leaving tha country {o
do doing cithor, Your correspondont (Nova
Scotia) gives tho madequatoe salaries pand
to tho mumsters 1 Ontario as tho
causo of ministers leaving the countiry,
Lhis may have its weight, bt it appears to
me to be tiifling compared with the degra.
dation to whieh mumstors are subjected by
tlus probationer’s schemo.  'The uumber of
nunisters, who, like My, Laing the author of
the scheme, disregard its regulations nnd go
to vacancies, on their own account makes it
muek more mtolorable for thoso who abido
Ly its sulvs, It s gencrally conceded that
tho convenor oftl.6 sub-cenmitto : of Home
Missions is diligen® and paivg taking in the
disebargo of his duties, Tho sawe may be
said gonovally of tho conveners of Presby-
ternl Cornmitbees, It isalse concedod that
tho schome is good in its goucral desigy.,
So was the monster belloon whick was con-
structed Inst scason fo cross tho Atlewtic.
Tt stnply would'nt 802 was all the difh-
enlty. Tho Jbest machine may uttcrly fail
s do its work on account of one loose
serew, It issaid that the “Villo du Havie"
was lost because thoro was n it ono rusty
serow which provented tho machinery froal
working. All that the probationer's schomo
requires is a very littlo re-adjustment and
tightening up of loose serows, The follow.
ing slight changes might Le sufficient at the

vesent time, 1st. The word ‘vacancy’ should

o undorstood in its ordinery accoptance
viz., situation in which employment is
offered to the first suitablo candidato.
According to tho usages of the Canada
Presbyterian  Church, *a Yaeancy moans
sinply n pieaching station, and may or
may uot Lo prepared to call n minister.
Probably not more than ono third of tlie
voported vacancies would bo prepared. It
is no anusual thing for Presbyteries to yo-
fuse leave to a congregation on the list of
vaeancies, to modorate in o call to 2 minis-
ter. 'I'lns is an anomoly which shiould not
bo allowed to exist. The wosd probationer
shonld bo employed in its proper ecclesins-
tical meanmg., Tho senso in which it is
cmployed_in the C. P. Church caunot fail
to mislead and deccive Presbytorians from
other countrics, Thoe probationer’s st
should be made up exclusively of proba-
tioners who have oxpressed o desive for a
seltlement—at present many congregations
aro on the list totally uupropared to call
ministers, while mimstors and prolationers
have their names on it aud are only travel-
ling for their hiealth and to sco the country.
- Such ministor. deceive congregations wiio
want ministers—and such congregations
can  only deecive ministers who want
sottlements. Tho positions of ministers
and cougregations slould bo accuratoly de-
fined—such influential churches o3 Knox
Church Galt, and Cooke s Chureh, Toronto,
and all who are desivous of auprlyinq their
own pulpits—and can satisfly their Presby-
teries that they avo prepared to do so
should bo removed from thoe probationer’s
list, This would Le only gvanting to them
a liverty which thoy take under the present
systom and would bo only making a virtue
of necessity. The nwnber of congrega-
t ons loft on tho proLationer’s list of vacan-
cies would probably Le reduced to one thivd
of the present number,

No minister should bo allowed on any
consideration to preach in a vacaney on
the probationer's list exeopt after & minis-
tor has bekn chosen. All the vacancirs
found unprepared to call ministors should
bo placed ou the list of Mission Stations.
O:dained ministers should bo profitably
empleyed in these Mission Stations in order
fo prepare them for regular pastorates.
When so prepared, those missicnaries wounll
most liko})y become tho'r pastors. Snoh sct-
tl ments would he maost likely to bo happy ns
the parties would not bo strangers to cach
other. When a congregation has beon six
months on thelist of vacancies it zhould an.
less good reasons ean be shown why n sot.
tlement has not beon effected, bo required
to clicosn bet »een being transferred to the
list of Mission Stations and supplymny its
owa pulpit. A probationer whose namo has
beon on the {’ist moro than six months
should be required to chiooso between being
omployed as & missionary and finding om-
pluyment for himsolf. There slight changes
woull doubtles be productive of much

good. .
. MceNaneT N,
Komble, March 12th, 1874,

The Eldzrship.

Lditor BRITISH AMLRICAN PRULSBYTERIAN,

Drar  Sir,—~Whether or not the
author of the contribution on tho duties
1 and qualfications of ruling clders, which
{ appeared 1n & recent numbor of the I'res-
| pyroriay, is chargenble with lolding the
. theory of a modified episcopacy, as alleged
i by ¢ Presbytor ™ i his strictuves; this at
| Jeast is cevtain,—that the wiews t]ler'oir.
| presented for the consideration of ruling
. elders, accord perfectly with tho status and
work assigned them by the Prosbyterinmsm
of the present day.

of office-bearors that taach and rule, winch
¢ Presbytor” shows clearly enough to bo
according to the divine mind, in tho insti-
tution of the oflico, no labored argmment ir
necesanry to prove that ecclesnsticism has
fi ched from the offico 0 ruling elder much
of it: New Tastamont charaefer, the vestor.
ation of winelh wonld neceasitate ¢ vovolu.
t on, u not au the priveiples, at Juast in the
Vpeactice of these churchies of the presont

i

As regards tho purily of official standing

boarexs.

Let us notico briefly some of those pecu.
liarities of praetico which obtain in oy
Uresbyterian Churchies, end whieh indieate
as curieetly o leglslative cnactment cau,
the estimate formed of the saling oldors
standing and work,

It is wo.thy of notieo, tuough wo have
nover heprd a satisfactory reacon nssioned
for the practico, that, whio mnisters of the
Gospel aro ordainod to the oflice of the
rnistry, by tho laying on of the hande of
ho Piesbytory, and afterward yecoivo the
vight hand of followship from their co.
preshyters, in the easo of ruling cldars, tho
apostolio coremony of the imposition of
hands is dispensed with, this elass of offico-
Learers ouly voceiving the right hand of
fu]]oivslnp from their brethreu of an inferios
Feont,

Again,~iu the {rial of ofiice-bearers, wo
find that whilo ruling clders aro ts be dealt
with by Sessions, ministors are aunenabio to
Presbyteries alone.

Still furthor,—wo find it lud down as a
standing rule, that a bench of elders is
powerless to transnct business, however
pressing, i tho absonco of the pastor, who
1s appoiuted porpetual maderator, or some
other mimstor of thoe Guspel in his
stead,

DInee mord,~-in the matter of attondanco
at meotings of tho supromo courts, we aleo
find that, whilst mmsters are bound by
their ordination vows, to givo a conscion.
tious attendance on church conrts, no such
obligation is Inid on ruling eldots, so that
thzir prezenco at meotings of Preshytery,
Synod, and Assombly, can only be regarded
Ly them as pernissible; but in no sense
obligatory on their part. This, rather than
lack of intorest or ability, may bo rogarded
a8 the koy to that diffidonce which provents
o many of our ruling elders from taking
any active rlinre in the business of these
courts, and doubtloss also, to somo oxtent,
authorizes the monopolizing of what may,
by way of distinetion, bo termed tho more
honorabis kinds of work by mimsters of tho
Gospel. If any of your readers objects to
this charge of monoply, why, I ask, do
ruling elers never find their way to the
moderator’s chaw?  Why, at meolings or
dolegntions of Presbytory for the ordination
of wministers, thay are not aceorded the pri-
vilegoe of joining with thowr ministerinl
brethron in the imposition of hands ? Why
nave they not required in turn, to load the
dovotions ef theso courts beforo the com-
mencement of business? If our ruling
elders are invested with equal powers and
privileges in church courts, by the Chureli's
Head, by whose authority w.co such distine-
tions made,

With the limitations and modifieatic as,
by which the offico of ruling eldor is cir.
cumscribed, our consistency could hardly
be quostioned, were wo to pin the dogma of
Apostolic succossion to our ereed, and
aceapt ordination at the hands of n Lord
Bishop, While the cfforts of * Presbytor "
to removo misapprehonsion, by presonting
in its propor light, an important spiritual
office, ara worthy of all praiso, they are
likely to bo followed Ly smuall success, so
long as these misapprohensions find n full
warrant from practices authorized by
Church law, and whiclt find thoir way
intok every department of the Churchs
work.

T.

That Basis.

—

Epi10R BRITISU AMERICAN PRESOVYTERTAN,

Mr Dear Sit,~Wo should not despair
of Union although some ave opposed to it.
Pleaso read the following extracts from the
pen of the lato Dr. Ferrier, of Caledonia,
of date October 19th. 1859, and published
in the argan of the U, I, Clurch alout the
fame time, * Besides, they (the Treo
Church) givoe tlus new doctrine of theirs o
prominence which scems equal to that of
Chnist being King of the Church. Chuist
15 King of the Chureh, whichz lus popular
Kwmeadow, but tlus 1s a fundamental, due-
trne, His subswliary Kingdowa, wlich is
his headship over all persons and thungs
out of the Chureli, is not of equal promin-
ence,—althongh it is not an unimportaut
doctrme, But Cluist’s headship over the
nations, wiicl when rvightly viewed, is only
o part of lus subsilimy Kingdom ; is put
by sur Brethren, m their parveirted view of
it, on a Jevel with his headship over the
Church,

* Tlus is altogether nuwarranted.” Again
he says ¢ as a doctrine sulo by sido with the
headahip of Claist over tho Churely, we se-
riously object to tho Free Chureh wishing
to unposo upon us their theory of Chirist
being King of nations, especially in a Basis
of Umen., They may keep it as long as
they arve influenced by sectavian prejudices,
and as long as thoy allow themselves tu be
influenced by leadera. without searching
the Senplures for themselves, to sce if those
tiangs ave vo, but woe must keeg by our
own views, presenting an example to them
of what 13 Scuaptaral truth on this import.
ant subjeets

The theory of a eivil establishment of re-
ligion 15 mbedded in the theory of owr
Lrethren, and if they will not give it up
they must leavo us to reject it.

Wo tollour brethren plainly that wo can-
not take in their 1aterpretation of the
tourth article. Hero lies tho Quffcvence.
And wheroe in the Christian, who in the
ngit exercise of charty—of that charity
which * thinketh no evil aund bearoth ail
thangs,” who is not prepared to forbear on
tins single pomt. If we can forbear with
our brethreu—althouzl wo think theiy
theory groundiess, surcly they oupght tofor-
Jear with us.  Far be it from us to provent
or retard this Union, for which £o many
nunisters ‘and  people in both churches are
anxions,

I could quote largely to the same import
from the U. P. Magazine, now betore nte,

on the consummation of thoe TUnion
batween that Dody and the Free
Church.  Dr.  Ferrier fearlessly  pro-

chnims  his vi-ws on tho Headship of the
Lord Jesus Chuist aver his Chureh.  So did
muny of the ministers of hoth Churehies at
the =aore  tuse 3 and both ehinrches vow
for nmx e eoapaet and mite elurch

stit! Bold their vesp ctive mad pecslin vicws

tunl forboaranes amongst a hody Christianyg
and of byothren holding the sama views 13
egards the fundamental traths of relipton,
nearly ailied to cach other by o comman
origin and o conmon aame, bnt defforing in
Judguent on an extrancous grticlo of bohof
m the theory of Clinrch government,

It is takon for granted on oll handa that
sucl: o differenco of upinion really oxists. In
spite of this difiorence of opinton the last
Presbyterian Union was consumumated, I
lnow of no modiftcation of the ostrine uf
Curist’s Headship over tho Church on the
pare of the “Irao Church "—that wounld
not ameot the views of the Church of Scot-
land in Canada. If wo must disouss this
** vexed question * Jot ns approach it i the
epirit of brothorly love,

Lugio, talout, Ioaining, and dogmatic ut
torances, will Lill tho  Basis.” It cannot
live undur sueh » load ; only lot the poor
basis breathe in jts native air——in the con-
genial atmosphere of Christian love in
which it was” framed and it will do very
well.  Under sueh au influence oven tho
far-famed *¢ Deoclevation of Independanee,”™
will tamo down from its seeming forocity
into tho yoeckness and gontloness of thoe
lamab.  "Poleration of cach others’ opiion
and not unity of indgment on every’point is
and must bo the principlo of tho Dasis
itsolf.

To fake away this would bo like taking
away tho keystone of the aveh’on which
the wholy superstructuve reats. Is it con-
sistont, isit seomly at thisstago'of the pro-
ceedings fo call up dead mentories, o re.
vive impracticable theorics, to foster o spixit
of invective and recrimination ; in o word
to voview tho ontire listory? of the past
thirty years,—import the metaphysizal sub-
tility which characterizes the aristocratic
sehool of Britain into this Qiscussion nnd
dwell upon sids issues that have no natnral
connection with the question ?  If o union
of all the Presbyterian churclies.in British
North Ameriea tnke placa all this soxt of
thing must be buried in oblivion.

Thero may Lave been o timo in the
history of Presbyterianisin when thig % nd
captandum " stylo of writing, and speaking
served to rousotho masses to espouse the
causo of a party. That day has happily
passed away. Intolligone and education
aro now so universally diffused throughout
all classos,—high and low,—rich and poor,
—that the fossils of o former age,—dug up
for the aduvration of a world—are familinr
to o child. ‘Truth caunot now be tortured
by o sabtle logio with impunity.

1 repeat it,—the question at issue is nat
ono of logie,-but of toleration and forbear-
ance, 'Tho Law of Christ, whiclt is above
all other laws—must and will ult:mately
break down overy partition wall of preju-
dico and caste. It will compel eovery
Christian with the irresistable might and
authority which it possesses to do to othors
28 ho would that otgors should do to him,

W. E. McKar.
Orangeville, i4th. March, 1874,

Presbytery of Bruce.

This Proshytery held ita auarterly ment.
ing at Tiverton, on the 17th and 18th ult.
Thero woro 9 ministersiand 7 eldors present.
The following aro the mostimportont items
of business transacted, viz :—Tho Rev. M,
Swith reported that according to appoint-
ment, he preached at 'Paxra, on the 1st Sab.
bath of Junuary, and declared the Church
vacant—that on the following Monday he
met with tho West Arran Congregation, to
ascertan to what extent they would sup-
port the mimstry under the new arrange-
ment, and that bva resolution of the con-
gregation thoy promsed to pay 6500 an-
nually towards thoir pastors salary, The
raport was recoived, and thanks tondered
to Mr. Smith for lns dihigence., An ostract
minute of tho Presbytery of Montreal was
read velative toits nction anont tho eall ex.
tended to the Rov. Adam Fraser McQueen,
by the congregation of Huvon, and trans.
mitting an wregnlar papor to this Presby-
tery, alleged to have been sont to that
Court by certainparties in Iuron m op-
positionto said call.  Un motion duly
mnade and seconded, & was resolved, *“That
the Presbytery regrets to find in the hands
of tho Clerk o docament which appears to
have been read i the Presbytory of Mon-
treal, notwithstanding the protest of our
cominissioner, aud by 1t trapsmtted to tiug
Presbytery, although it had never Lefore
been regulavly recerved nor forwarded by
any couit of this Church. The Presbytery
cnnnot acknowledge the sard docuiuent ag
oune on which 1t can tako action, but iu-
struct the Kuk Session of Hmonto enquive
into the state of the congrogation aud ascer-
tain whether any chango hias oceurred in
relation to said call since the finding of the
Inst mecting of Presbytery and report.” ‘Che
Session of Huron bemg present and having
mude the desived engiuries into the stato of
the congrogation m auticipation of the ac-
tion of Dresbytery, submitted a 1cport
which was reeeived and  considered when
the following wotion was moposed by Mr.
Fraser, seconded by by, Strath, and ve-
solved, viz: The Presbytory regret to find
by tho report of tho Session that thero is a
change m tho congregation of Huron with
respeet to the eail, twenty families, as ap-
pears who had signed the eall, having since
siznified their opposition thereto, besides a
large nwmber of adliovents. Bat this Yres.
bytery does not regaid thoe change as be-
mg of sueh o nature as to make it advisablo
to test tho matter of further proceedings in
tho call,” A petition was read from cevtain
members eud adherents of the congrega-
tion of Huron and commissioners Jieard
prayivg to Lo erected into u soparate con-
gregation. It wasresolved to cito all par-
ties interested to the next meoting of Pres-
bytery, to be held at Kineardine on the
last Tuesday of June, at 2 o'clock pan. On
application made by the " congregation of
Fort Blgin and Dunblaue ; it was ngreed
to hold a specinl meeling of Presbytery at
Port Elgin on the 81st inst., at 10 o'¢lock
a.m., to moderate in a eell to o Ininister
and to sustain it.  The Rev, Mr. Forguson
to preach and Mr. Straith to preside. ~ Chre
cufm‘ letters weve vend from the Presbyter.

nent Gogennt Ao wbly o anva {o e
Q

on the dostaines of the Meadsbiy of Claist,

Mo Feederiel: Spith, a4 mivitor o i
Lpiewpal Melhoilat Chwelh, Ma. Guvia

t

Scoitand, and Mr, John Hogr Perking, o
minister of tho Preshytorion Chureh of tho
Cuited Stutos. The tollowing coramipsfons
¢xs wore appolnted to the General & gonse
Ely, viz: Messea, Lohmio and Duvidson, by
rotation, anl Audersdu and Currly Ly olege
tion, and Mezaps, atterson, Duvor, Me-
Kinnon, and Rowland elders, Mi, Andor.
ront and Mr. Dowar, cldor, worg appolnted
mermbers of the As<embly's (¢ mmittee on
bills and evertures. M. Straith and My,
MceKinnon, clder, wore appointed mom-
bors of tho Synod’s Committeo on bills and
overtuwres.  Lev. Me, McPherson of Strat
ford was pominated as the Moderator of
tho Goneral Assembly., Messys, Fragor
and Stralth were appointed o committeo to
preparo an overture anent Homo Mission
vegulations, My, Cameron avd thoe Clork
Woro appointed & committeo to xocoiva and
transmit to tho Clerk of Genoral Assorably
tho reports of Kivk Sessions and Congrogn.
gations anont Unijon.  Tha ovening soder-
unt was dovoted to a conforonco on the
stato of religion, Tho conforenes wag in.
troduced by the reading of ay oxcellent
;)m{)or on tho revival of religion by the Rev.
Joha Frasor, after whieh Ul the members
of Cowrt, Iny and clerieal, expressod  heir
viows as to the best means of promoting a
rovival of religion, Tho meoting was ono
of vory great intorest and profit both to the
brothion of thy Preshytory and to the con-
gregation—A, 8. Furss, Pres, Clork.

e ———

Proabytery of Simeoe.

——

Tius Presbytery met at Darrio, on Pues.
day, 24th March. Ton ministors and threo
elders presont, The resignation of the
chargo of Knox Churelt, Oro, by Mr., Fergu-
son was nccepted aftor hearing of parties.
Mr. Cameron, of Bradford, was appointed
to preach and declare the congrogation
vacant on Sabbath, April 12th, and Mr.
Farbairn to act as Moderator of Sessions
of Kuux and Guthrie Churches, In viewof
parting with Mr. Ferguson, the Proshytory
adopted a resolution rocording their regret
n separating from a brother with wiiom
much Flonsmxt intercourso hiad boen enjoyed,
and whoso attendauco at tho meotings bad
been go regular; their estoem for him as a
Chrustinuand 45 & mimster, faithfal and
dhligent in tho duties of his office, though
tried with peculine difficultios, and their
praver that he mey speodily find another
sphere of labor, and have abundant suceess
m tho work of the munistry. Thoe Session
Records woro called for, and having boon
examined by comnnitees, wore attested in
accordanco with tho roports. A form of
constitution, adopted by tho congregations
of Stayner and Sunnidale, was presented
for the sanction of the court, and with a
slight amenduent, was approved, Reports
of Sessions in answer to Circular of General
Assembly's Committeo, on stato of religion,
woro taken into consideration, Soventeern
sessions sent in reports. Reports woro re-
ceived, and a resolution in connaction with
them was framed for transmission to the
Synod. Postal eards were read bearin
intimation of the purpose of the Montreal
Presbytery to apply to the Genoral Asgem.
hly for leave to admit Mr, Gavin Qinalais, n
Licentiato of the IFreo Chnrch of Seotland to
the minisiry of this Church;: and of the
Presbytory of Chathnm to make the same
application in favour of Mr. Frederiek
Smith, of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh..
It was the mind of the Erethren present
that such intimations shonld be mude in
another maunner than by the use of post
cards. Messts. M, Ivaser, R. D. Fraser,,
the Clerk, and Mr. Charles Morris, Elder, -
were appointed to ropresent the Preshyte
on the Synod's Committes on Bills and'
Ovortures. Members of tho Goneral ve.
sembly were chosen as follows : By rota.
tion, Messrs. M. Fraser and McKeo; by
clection, Messrts, V. Traser, Gray, and
Rodgers, Ministors ; Messrs, Dallns, Mortis,,
McCraw, Simon Fraser, and McWhinnie,
Elders. An Overturo introduced by Mr,
Redgers was adopted and ordered to bo
trausmutted to the Synod. The Overture
sots forth the deficiencies of church nscom.
modation in Muskoka ; the eflorts already
mado to provide churalies by raising money
among the settlers, and from other friends
of tho Church, the inability of the people of
the distuct (o meot all the oxpenditure ne-
cessary to complete proposed plans of sup-
plying the want; and overtures the Syuod
to nuthorize an_appeal to ull tho churches
in its bu~ uds which may lead to the attain.
ment of the necessary funds. The Home
Mission affairs.of the Presbytery were next
taken up. Applieations from two cougres
fations for supplement from tho Assembly’s
Homo Mission Committeo were sustained,
aud the Presbytery resolved to ask for
gracts from the Committeo in aid of it
mimerous missiont stations. The clerk's
salavy was raisod to forty dollars per
annam. My, Luke G. Hendorson, a lay
catechist, having applicd for cwployment,
it was ng1ced to send hisnameo to the Home
Mission Conmitteo. Leave was granted to
the congregation of Collingswood tosel) part
of their property viz. : * Park lots three and
four, west of Chusel streot, in the town
plot in Sudbury. ‘The next regular meet-
ing was fixed for Tuesday, July 7th.—Rop.
Moovie, Clerk.

T ———

It is with our souls as it is with ony
bodics, we sometimes cateh cold we know
not how.

One Aunna Wilkes has brought out a book
to establish the theory that Ireland is the
ancient “ Ur of the Chaldees.”  Assuming
that Shinar s Ewops, tho anthoress pro-
cceds to assign fixed localities to othep
places wlitel nre mentioned as being situste
in that land. Sho_concludes, aftor many
speculations, that Ireland, boing Ur of the
Challees, was, therefoie, tho scens of the
*1ise of some of tho patriavehr,” amoen
them of Abrahan, She statcs that probably
big father Terah gave name to ancient
Taraland that the Cuntha.de-Danann were
a colony of the peoplo of Dan.  “ Now we
Cfind,” she says, * that Jacol on this monnt
Vof Gllead toude 2 s'ono axd ~t it up for &

ics of Ciintham, Moutreal, and Guolph, inw Bl It i nat o {'t“(’ ""“;"““x‘ o that “?
tinatiag thed stenden to apply to (he | e raound of Tara wai o clone £ savaad
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