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Thirticth Mcceting of the Tenchers’® Associntion
in Conncction with Laval Normal School.

{2eld 25th and 26tk January, 1867.)
FINST SITTING,

-

Pursent: Rev. Principal J. Langevin; Mr. F. X. Toussaint,
President; Mr. L. . Dion, Sceretary; Messrs. N. Lacasse,
Norbert Thibault, J. B. Cloutier, D. McSweeney, A. Bsnouf,
T, Morisset, 3. Fortin, Ls. Blanchard, . St. Hhiluire, Bug.
Boulet, P. Paradis and pupils of Luaval Normal School.

I'he minutes of the last meeting were read and udopted.

"Two of the members who were expected to lecture being absent,
the Principal opened the procecding with a very interesting paper
on Ornithology, i which the peculiarities of the Rupacious, Pus-
serine, and Glallinaccous birds were more particularly dwelt upou.

T'he Priucipal having concluded amidst general upplause, the
thanks of the assembly were tendered to him.

Mr. Lacasse proposed to introduce the two following questions
for discussion at the next sitting:

1st. Should a merchant churge his private crpenses as a loss
tn his accounts ? .

2d. What is the method followed by Euglish and French qu-
thors, with regard to entering these expenses in the books ?

On motion of Mr. Norbert Thibault, sceconded by Mr. Joseph
Letourneau, thomecting adjourned to the following day at 9 AL M.

SECOND DAY.

Presest: Rev. Principal J. Langevin; Abbé Langlois; Mr.
T. X. Toussaint, President ; Inspectors Juneau and Bardy; Mr.
L. T. Dion, Sceretary; Messrs. N. Lacasse, Norbert Thibault,
J. B. Clouticr, D. McSweeney, A. Esnouf, J. B. Dugal, J.
Gagné, C. Dion, Frs, Fortin, I'rs. Turgeon, Jos. Letourneau,
¥. Morisset, . Paradis, II. Rousscau, M. Ryan, Thomas Des-
chénes and pupils of the Normal School.

After the minutes of the last meeting liad been read and
adopted, the President submitted the following subject for dis-
cussion :

« Of what utility is the teaching of algcbra in the Normal
schools and academies, and how far should this branch be taught
in thege schools 7

e remarked that algebra was gencerally too much neglected in
model schools and academies, and even in our higher educational
institutions, where the teaching of this science should be more
insisted upon, since it was an auxiliary and supplement to arith-
metic. :

Several members joined in the discussion, among whom were
Messrs. Thibault, Cloutier, Lacasse and Letourneau.

In the course of the debate Inspector Bardy read an essay on
Algebra.

‘The Principal then gave his opinion on the subject. The teach-
ing of algebra, he s:ﬁg,‘ was attended with direct and indircct
advantages; it excreised the judgment, ahd contributed to the
perfect understanding of difficult operations. It should not be
taught in clementary schools; and in model schools and acade-
micy, it should be taught to those pupils only who have a suffi-
cient knowledge of atithmetic—say as for as arithmetical Pro-
gression.  Still algebra might be very advantageously introduced
in cases of nuch difficulty, and to shorten the solution of pro-
blems in commercial operations; bub care should be taken to

avoid confounding the subject with arithmetic in the minds of
tho children. As the education of our young men should be prac-
tical, it would mnot be zdvisable to tcuch the clements of this
seienco in the common schools.

Proposed by Mr. Charles Dion, scconded by Mr. Frangois
Fortin, and unanimously.

Resolved : ‘That this association accepts the conclusions which
Principal Langevin lays down in hig excellent course of Peda.
gogy, viz. : Alzebra by operating on the quantities which havean
undetermined value, abridges caleulations, generalises the results
and furnishes uscful formulzg, It should, however, be reserved
for model schools and academies, and for such pupils ag shall have
acquired a sufficient knowledge of arithmetic.

The subject suggested by Mr. Lacasse was then taken up :

1st. Should @ merchant charye his private ecpenses as a loss
i his accounts?

2d. What is the method followed by English and Frencl au-
thors with requrd to entering these expenses in the books?

Mr, N. Luacasse, in reply to these questions, spoke at some
length. 1e said, as in commerce net profit is the difference exist-
ing between the price of sclliug over that of buying, warchouse or
ship expenses deducted, it follows that private expenses must not
be considered as a part of the loss. Therefore the merchant who
has made $200 in trade, has not the less realized the profit,
though his private expenses should have ubsorbed the whole
amount; it is oot his profits, but his capital alone that is affected
by private expenses.

After some further discussion on the subjeet, in which a com-
parison was made between the English, American and French
systems, the members expressed themselves usanimously in favor
of the English system. .

Mr, Norbert Thibault then moved, seconded by Mr. Jos.
Letourneau, and it was

Resolved: ‘That the members of this association cclebrate in
the month of May next, the tenth anniversary of the foundation
of their conventions, and that a committee composed of the Prin-
cipal, the President, Mr. C. Dion, and the mover and scconder of
the resolution, be appointed to organize the meeting.

The convention then adjourned,

Extracts from the School Inspectors’ Reports.

—

Extracts from Mr. TrEMm.AY's Report for 1863.

According to Mr. Tremblay's report for 1863, the number of
schools in the District of Gaspé had incrensed considerably, the ma
jority of the teaghers, male and female, held diplomas, the commis
sioners displayed more zeal than formerly, and the accounts were
gencrally well kept; but on the other hand, the nccessary materinl
was wanting in several schools, and the pupils were not puuctual in
attending.

Newport.—Mr. Manscan had charge of a good school in this muni.
cipality. | . .

DPabos.—Two schools were in existence here; that in District No.
Two was good ; the other left much to be desired.

Grand Ativer.—This place possessed four guud schouls; aud the
organization of the municipal hody was perfect.

Cuap Desespuir.—There were thiee schools under the control of the
commissioners and one disscutient schoo! in this municipality.  The
school conducted by Miss Belliveau had made great progress.  Mr.
Lacroix proved himself a cowmpetent teacher, and Miss Neville was
very successful. The school in charge of Mrs. P. Savage was making
rapid progress.

DPercé—There were five schools under contro), and onc independent
school, in Percé. Several of these schools were on a good footing,
but the dissensions which had taken place among the commissioners
had retarded their advancement.

Ile Bonacenture.—Miss Enright conducted her school to the satis.
faction of the mte-payers.

St. George of Malbay.—The commissioners discharged their duties
satisfactorily, and the teachers showed much capacity and zeal.

Douglas.—This municipality had as yet but one scbool, under the
manggement of an able teacher, Mr, Anderson.



