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CITY CHIMES.

A writer in a prominent Amorican wookly says that it has come to bo
moto and moro a maxim of gaod mannoers, not to mention good morals, that
scandal is nover to be talked in the drawing room. It is to be hoped that
this maxim will prevail in our midst, and that our maids and matrons will
profit thereby, I1f scandal must be talked it should at least be relegated to
the privacy of the boudoir or chamber, and not obtrude its hideous head
too boldly in the very mudst of social life. It wore better indeed, if scan-
dal wero never talked at all, but perfection is impossible in this vale of
tesrs,

The Kindergarten department of the Alexandra School presents a truly
interesting scens to visitors. e, with a fow interested friends, pmd a visit
to Mrs. Harriman, the Jady who presides over thisattractive primary depart-
mont, and her little ones, one morning this weck, and passed en hour
wkich wiil long bo plessanily romembered. Eutering the spaciouns rooms
about 930 a m., wo found Mrs. Harriman and her corps of young lady
assistants, with about ono hundred little ones, all seated on low chairs, form-
ing a circlo in the middle of the room, We were cordially welcomed and
the class procieded with the usual morning exorcises which consisted of
bright little songs sung by tho whole circlo, accompanied by music from a
pianoforte situated at the back of the room, then with bowed heads the
sweet childish voices repeated a short prayer, which was followed by more
songs Quesations concerning the protty and practical songs which have
been told to the wide-awake little pupils were put, and while many of the
answWers were very amusing, in the main they showed great intelligenco and
16isntive memories on the part of the young students. The admirable
methed of teaching was forcibly demonstra‘ed by a story graphically told
the eager little listeners by 1 lustrating the drawing of water from the ocoan
by the sun's rays, tho distribution of this water over the thirsty land and its
subsequont roturn totheeea, After one or two games,s calisthonic exercise and
a brisk march, the classes were divided and seated at four low tables and
the work for the day commenced. At one table busy little fingers threaded
the noedles with bright colored silks and proceeded to sew on perforated
cardboard, forming very pretty work ; at a second tcble the boys and girls
were employed stringing wooden beads of various colors and placing smell
wooden pegs in a board made forthe purposs. The young lady in chargo of
thistable directed that a certain number of beads and of pegs of one color and
another number of another color be taken, the work thus quickly teaching
the active little brains to count as well provinyg very interesting. Around
another table a bright little group was busy forming geometrical designs
with amall blocke made fur the purpose, and at the fourth table with steel
timge of different sizes forms of beauty were made, and the benefits of close
attentiun to directions, elc., were derionstrated to the small boys and girls.
Thus theso favored littlo ones pass their mornings, their school hours being
from pino to twelve each day. Tho Xindergarten dopartment occupies tv.o
large rooms, well lighted, heated and ventilated, and finished in Fght wood.
The chaiia are small and painted in reds, blues and yellows, the bright effect
being pleasing to all. The rooms are tastefully decorated with
Kindergarton work., Several ssmples of modelling in clay and
other work done by these small beginners shown us wers very
well done, and one is indeed surprised at the efficiency a‘tained.
The favorable results of tho introduction of this depariment into the public
schools of our city cannot but be appreciated by the parents us well as by
the pupils, and we wou!ld advise all who are interested in the growth of
educational facilities to pay a visit to Mrs. Harriman’s department of the
Alexandra School.  This building occupies the site  f the old ¢ Tabernacle
Sckool on Brunswick St , which ancient hall of learning many of our readers
will doubtless connect with memories of the happy days that are gone.
Going over tho magnificont building in which the forlunate ¢ young idea”
of the present day 18 being taught * to shoot,” we could not but contrast the
large, clean and well-lighted rooms, broad steirways, well-arranged cloak
Tooms, etc , with the o!d school in whichso 1.any of the present young men
and women of our.city received at least the rudiments of their education.
The public is to he congratulated on the oxcellent building which hassuper-
geded the old onme, and which isa credit to architect, builders, and all
connected with its erection and equipment.

The twenty-fust annual report of the Board of Managers of the School
for the Blind has boeen issued, and contains much to interest frionds of the
Institution. Sinco the first opening of tho School in 1871 the work of
educating the blind in the Maritime Provinces has steadily progressed, and
the number of pupile in attendance has increased to such an extent as to
necessitato the enlargement of the building, which was accordingly done
by sdding 2 now wing and thus greatly increasing the accommodation
‘L his new buildinz, which was formally opened in May, 1831, by His Honor
Licut.-Governor Daly at an inaugural recoption, cost with hot water heating
apparatus, furniture and fixings complete, $15,954. Of this sum 213,510
have been paid or subscribed by genercus friends of the School, leaving a
comparatively small balance, $2,444, yot to bo collected. The report gives
8 hst of contributions received to date which reflects credit upon the
liberality of the goud people of the soveral pl.ces therein ropresented. The
totals ate as foilows :—First vur own city, which has done more than well,
baving givon 82.961.50; Amherst, §244; Annapo'is, $89.75 ; Aylesford,
$23.15, Bridgewater, §97; Bear River, 819 ; Barrington Head, §21.50;
Borwick, 81930; Brass ), Barrington, §2.50; Bridgetown, $2055;
Clark's Harbor, Capo Sable Island, §3.50 ; Caledenia, 314.25; Cow Bay,
C.B., $11.70 ; Canso, S6; Charlottetown, P. E. 1., 8321.75 ; Digby, $33;
Da_xtmoulh, 830 ; Economy, $19.30 ; Fivo Islands, §6.25; Guysboro, $7;
Gairloch, Pictou Co., §6.50; Great Village, S17; Hantsport, $18;

Hubbards Covoe, 84 ; Kontville, $57.27 ; Londonderry, $20; Liverpool, 86 ;
Murray Harbor, P.E. I, 50; Middleton, 48; Milton, 13 ; Makono Bay,
81.47 ; Montreal, 10; North Sydney, C. B., 117; Now Glasgow, 104;
Nool, Hants Co., 21.30; Oxford, 9.67; Pownel, P. E, I, 5; Port
Mniowave, 7; Port Williams, 35; Pictou, 174.90; Port Medway, 22;
Port” Hawkesbury, 10.27; Pugwash, 7; Patite River, 22; River John,
Picton Co., 28 16 ; Summorside, P_E. I., 42 ; Sheffiald Mills, 1; Shuboen-
acadio, 18; Sherbrooke, Guys. Co. 10; Salmon River, Hx. Co., 26.25 ;
Souris, P. E. I., 30, Tatamagouche, 14 ; Tusket, Yar. Co, 25 Truro, 140;
Voglers Cove, 5; West River, P E I, 2; Woymouth, 36.50 ; Windsor,
165.06 ; Wolfvillo, 20-; Yarmouth, 423.93. The Province of Now Bruns-
wick is not as yot represonted in this Jist, but will doubtless contritute its
full quota during tho present year. Tho work which the School for the
Blind has accomplished in the past speaks for itsef, and we fool suro all
who tako an interest in the welfare of those deprived of sight will be glad
to loarn of the continued progress of this educational Iustitution,

Mr. Ed. H. Barnstead, business manager and advance agent of the Josie
Mills Dramatic Company, informs us that this Company will open at the
Academy of Music on Eastor Monday. Tho engagement will last for two
wooks during which time some good plays will bo put on. Wo have had
an unusually quiet winter and after Lent tho public in goneral and society
dovotees in particular will no doubt welcome an acceptablo divorsion.

Tho Church of England Institute Hall was filled on Tuesday ovening,
standing room being at a premium.  Tho attraction was the second concert
of tho series of winter entertainments nd the piogramme afforded much
pleasuro to all prosent. The quartette, composed of Messrs Norman, Blois,
Phillips and Wiswoll, rendered the two numbers allotted to them in a most
satisfactory manner, receiving a hearty encore for the second, ¢ Slumber
Sweetly.”  The rendition of the song ontitled ‘ Fiddle and 1," by Mrs.
Murray Botsford, with violin obligato by Mias Tremaine, was very accoptable
and received an encoro, as did also tho solo by Mrs. Kiingenfeld. Mr.
Phillips’ song “Queen of the Earth” was well recoived. The piano eolo
by Miss Morrow was fully deserving of tho applauso accorded it, and the
ontertainment was propounced a decided succoss. The next event of the
course will be the recoption to be given on Thursday evening of next weok
by the officers of the ladies auxilliary. An enjoyable evening is anticipated
by the many friends of the Institute.

The Leicestershire Lilywhite Minstrels gave very good performances on
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, but owing eithor to the number of con-
tra sttractions for those evenings or to the fact that the public has beon
surfoited this season with minstrel shows the performances of the Loicestor-
shire Minstrels did not attract the large audionces thoy had anticipated.
The programme was woll arranged and provided much amusoment for those
who did attend and the wholeshow was up to the usual standard of minstrol
performances. The trombono solo by bandmaster Hughes was well done,
and reflected crodit on this able musician. The farce “Wax-ination Gratis"
abounded in merriment and was warmly spplanded.

Two of tho several attractions announced for last ovouning were the
children’s carnival at the Exhibition Riok and the third subscription con-
cert of the Orphens Club. No doubt both of these were woll attended,
but wo must necessarily defer comment thereon.

Rev. A. L. Geggie, of Truro, will lecturo this evening at Chalmor's
1all on * Tho Humors of tho Scottish Kirk,” which subject will doubtless
abound in wit and wisdom and will be ably dealt with by the genial
lecturer.

Mizss Xatio Johnson’s Jubiieo concert, announced to tako place in Chal-
met's 1lalt last evening has been looked forward to by many music lovers,
and, if the prograram pubiished be any criterion, was most surely an 8njoy-
ablo affair.

Every necessary preparation 1s being made to ensure tho success of tho
first concert of tho Doering-Brauoer conservatorr of music to bo given by the
pupils in Orpheus Hall on Tuesday evening, March 8th. Tho young peo-
plo will be assisted by sevoral favorite emateursof tho city. Tho cntertain-
ment is under tho patronage of Mra M. Bowes Daly, and will in all probabi i-
ty Lo one of tho most enjoyable cvents of t* o season.

Although the snow has boen rapidiy anishing during the week thero
have been soveral sleighing parties to Bedfurd and other suburbs of the
city. On Monday eveming about ono hundred members of the Rotail
Grocers® Association enjoyoed their first annual sleighnde. Starting at
about 7 30 p.m. 10 threo largo eleighs, tho company drove to Wilson's
Hotel, where a first-cluss dinner was done full justice to.

There have boen many merry skating parties at the Exhibition Skating
Rink during the 1ast few weeks and rumor says thero aro more to follow.
11 the “wintry winds” do not blow a !utlo.culder it is to be feared that those
anticipated joys will be mpped iu the bud, as tha pleasure {o bo derived
from skating on soft 1co is not great. Since the rink opened it has been
largely patromized and the tee until tho last weok or so has beon in first-class
condition. The young people who havo enjuyed the spor aro earnestly
hoping focr more frosty weather and, as the old lady said, *¢ there's no
knowin’” and blustery March may favor the skaters.

And what shall I say more? 1ot the timo ;;ﬂd fail mo to toll of all tho virtues of
Pattacr’s Emulsion,




