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latter are aise with us, for in timat goveranieont Mercy andi Truth meet together;
Itigliteiouness and Ponceo kisseti cadli otîter long ngo, and became one, by virtue
of thie mediation, death, andi obedience of Jesuis Christ. llowv ail four, lîand in
hanti. do foIloiv us-Iigteosnpss as right lis ever, anti TIruth as trutlîful as ever
-thcir dlaims met, their dèniands ï3atizAied, by Goodncss anti Mercy ! But Gooti-
ness anti kâercy following next uipon the steps of te huinan travelier, walking
aearest to hlm xvhiorn they gnard and bie4s, ara inost pyorninently Been. ie
over timeir shoultiers «lre beliîld tho majestic forms of the other two, with tlîeir
ratiiaiit paaoply, anti their star-tp*Iped spears.

Goodness anti Mercy are aliko; yet lire they distinct, and sowhiat different.
Gooditess is bonevolence in the iargest sense; it is kind dealing, kind feeliog,
kind doing tovards ail creatuires. MNercy is benevoience in a stricter sense, lis
regarding siniful beings iviio have forfý-ited divine favor, and exposed themselves
to riglîteojus punishmcint. Goodness lias a spiiere in licaven, no iess than upon
carth, anti there it goes round with its cup of blessings-and thpre it scatters its
richest gifts amng the ehertibimi anti the seraphimn. But Mercy's spherc is
earth, not heamon. It *.lis to do, not wviti the sons of' Goti, but with Utic sons of
Adiu. There wvas Goodness before there %vas sin, and Gootiness was active
bef'orc any creature feul; but noL tilt after sin appeareti, iras Mercy reveaied-
not tili after transgression had brou 'ght gilît and imisery upon our race, Nwas
Mercy needeti in the %way elle now coRnes to tainister. Goodness iras with Adam,
and Eve in Paradise, shiniag, on theni through sun anti stars, smiiing on them,
thraughi tr.es anti fiowers, spreatiing for themi tables of plenty, filling their hearts
with food andi glatiness; but Merey came w'hen tl.e serpe iit-tern pter li dsu ceed cd,
anti the forbitiden fruit hati been caten, andi the dcsceotiing cur-;e was darkening
Ledcn, andti Ui shivering pair stooti in thc presence or their holy Jatige. Gootiiess
muinistereti to the man Christ Jesus-tite perfect mnan, the ide-al of hunîanity
enmbotiiet in substantial formn in life anti deed - iL ivatcei over Ilis chittihomd,
brought IIimn away fromn Ilerod, anti up froin Eypt; iras with Ilhmî in the wil-
tierness and the gardoen, anti threw its giory over the Mouant of Ti-an sfigu ration;
nor was it wholly concealeti in the eclipse on Calvary. But Mercy ministereti
net ta Jesus ; Ile steoti in no neeti of it. 1t neyer brought Iliim a clip ner whis-
pereti a consolation. It acdoinpanie(l Ilini but as a messeager to otbers-a bearer
of Ilis precious gifts to those wvhorn le reticemeti.

Goodness belonga to nature anti to Providence. It presides orer ail thec
resource8 of creation-opens the mine anti covers the fielti, anti adoras the gartien
-pours out tiaily the treasures of its futll horn into the hands of in. What
Goodniess giveth, they gather. Bat Merey beiongs especialiy to the Gospel; site
i8 5CCfl waiking ailong the pats of patriarclis, propliets anti priests-in the taber-
nacle anti in tie temple, in worsluip andtinl teaching-giving them Itints about
the Seed of the woman, and the Sceptre of Israel, anti the SUtr of Jacob, andi the
Man of Sorrows, andti ei Lamb slain, anti the Fountain openeti; anti thon, after
this typicai anti prophetie course, lâercy shows us, at Bethlehîem, Christ's manger
and cratile; ant ieu, ait Calvary, reveals thc cross untier whielh she stands.

" G0 t so lovedi the wvorlti, that Hie gave Ilis only*begotten Son, thaxt whosoever
bel;evetii la IIim shouiti not perishi, but have everlasting life." Thiere is Mercy.
" In the fulness of tinie, Goti sent forth lis S,)a, made of a woman, madie untier
the law, to rcdeemn thein that ivere untier the lw"Ilere 18 Mdercy. Gootines
follovs every sianer from te womb to tue grave ; follovs lîim, ia bis earliest,
tottering stops, folhows hlm to sehool, folhows himn in aIl his after-works and wvays,
follows hirm in lus jovs anti ia his sorrows, folhows him; into tite sick.ehanuber,
anti stands over bita as lie gives up the giîost; anti Mercy is aiso witli bita ail
the while, for Goodiiess couiti not stay îvith a, sinner without Mercy toc. 'Yet
Mercy's speciai work is wben a sinner turns to Goti throug-h Christ ; anti then
Mercy cames îvith a pardon, to open the prison door, te strike off every cbain,
and Lu heal, to clothe, to educate, aad te ennoble.


