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ta furnish concise and plausible reasons for a cnturse whicli we
have aiready <icterrnined to pur-sue. Lard Bacon lias drawn
UJ) a series of proverbs on both sides of political questions.
Thus-against innovation- l'the confusion whiciî fol laws
uipon a change in wliat is csalslc utweigssi any benefit
wvhichi niay resuit floîn a change." For innovation "Isince
thingsalter sp)ontaniieously for the wvorse if they weresiotaltered
desigtacdiy fo'v the lietter, there would be no end of cvil."P
Neither of thiese proverlis fiîrnishes a practical ride for a par.
ticular case. It will be bound in gencral, that tlie quotation
of a proverb sirnply indicates the stan<lpoint froin whichi the
speaker contemplates the question nt issue. Nowv in like
isianner the usaxins referred to aflbrds no guide for the mmnd
in dctcrmning how KCing Charles slsould have beeni deait vitli.
It %vas intended for ordinary cases and lias no application
wlicre the King ks aitering the wvhole systemr of governient.
To take an illsistrntýon, i e dsxsy of telliisg the troul nsay be
said to be of genleral obligation. rhe exceptions aie so rare
that for practical purposes they nsay be passed over. But is
it of tiniiver,;al obligation? Those ta wshorn casîîistry is a word
of ill.onsen say tiîat it ks. Others rssay coîssider tlîat when
trutli andi< justice iead to différent resuits the duty (if doing
justice lias a parainouint dlaim tipon aur conscience. The
lega l doctrine of estoppel is founded upin the principle that
justice soîssetinses deînands the suppression of flic trutli. The
usuial interl)retation of the niaxim wlîicls forces tue responsibi-
lit>y for r, .yal muiscoîsduct upon the agents of tlîe crown is a
ntcessary developineist iii order tliat tue shadosv uf royalty
miglît exist togetiier with tue reality of governînent by the
people Bot it ks probable tlîat our alîcestors really believed
.Ibat "Ithere's a <ivinity doth biedge a kinig."

In order to ussderstand tlîe king's view of bis osvn position
wve nitist rernemîser tiiat feudaiism wvas dying out, whie psopu-
lar iglsts ]la<l îot been y'et accurately defined. Chiarles wvas
the lineal descendant of Egbert ansd the Conqueror, tisus
uniting in isimself the Saxon and Norman dynasties. The
royal line lîad remaiiied uni>roken during tse %vars of tîe Roses
çvhen so many of the asicient families of the xsobility became
extinct. Tise hand of Providensce, it seemed, lîad directed
tIse course of events. It appeared tîsat tue House of Stuart
wvas tbe special favourite of Heaven.

Another arguaient appealed with persuasive power to the
isind of the Kin*. It wvas tise argument froîin Scripture.
The foiiowing is an extra ct froîss a -.peecli which the King
band preparcd for delivery before the Court 'vbich tried biin
upon a charge of high treason. " 1 an mosC confident
that this day's proceedings cannot be wvarranted lsy God's
iaws, for on the contrary obedience unto kzings is <learly svar-
ranied ani stricîly coînnsanded botb in tie Old and New
Testamient. whicii i, deîsied I ans ready instantly to prove,
Eccl. vii 4. '* WVhere tIse word of a king is, thiere is power,
and wvbo nsay say wbat doest thou ?" Bothi king and people
appeaicd to tise Scriptures, each with unwvaveringr confidence
in the justice of thizir cause. They al] scens to have belicved
tbat thc Bible feul from hieaven in the reign of Janies I bound
tagether as we nosv possess il. It is in trtlti a melancholy
retrospect wlien we consizder wliat crimes have heen consmitted

by tisose wilio fouad ain express sanction for thecir actions in
tise inspircd valoume. M'ile tlîey mlay have cleccived themis.
selves inta tise belief thiat tbey wcrc proiting tIse
glory of God tlîey were reiiy gratifyiîîg tiseir own
passions. Nor is thsis aispeal to scripture a cievice of
modern tilles. Saint ilasil says of bierctics in bis day

"Tisese peopkc apiseal to tise scriptures and if they fiad tisero
wliat stîits tîscîsi they accept it as tise inspircd word of God,
but if they fiad thcre wlit does flot suit themi tlîey reject it
as inconsistant witl i t liilerty whisrcwith Christ biath iss(le
uis free." fIow tisen shahl we ascertain tise mseaniag of tis
infaihibie guide? l>rofessor Jowcti, anc of tise brigiitest
omnansents of Oxford University, furniilses us wîth the true
rude in lus constributions ta '' Essays ansd Reviews " entitied
"'Tise Interpretatian of Scriîsture." Like îîaîsy oiier dlis.
coveries it seeîsss so olîvious as to excite surprise tisat it neycer
occurred ta aîsyone before. « eîjtsi. he says, "«iiseaais
ao'v precisely wvlat it mneant ta tisose ta wisois it %vas Iirst
adc(lrcssced." Tihis carnes os liack ta an lsistorical invessiga-
lion into tise circunîstances under wiiich tise iaspired volume
was ¶vritten. [n tise case of tise Episties we imîqîire wviat
stas tise partieular cvii to whsicls a reîssedy was ta lie appiied.

WVlen Saint Peter said " Honor tise King" lie did flot
profess ta be writing a treatise ais Constituitional I.aw. T'ie
propagation of tise New Religion wvas tise grand ohjcnt hie
lsad in vicw. 'l'lie arbitrary but beneficent nuie of Rame
lisd put an end ta the jealousies of tise îsetty rcpubiics whlo
wcre unable ta gsîarantee sccurity'and liberty ta tîseir citizens.
Under tlisir sway îsroperty wvas held by no certain tenire aisd
commserce wvas imspossible. C5bey thise dJ aclo govemnînent,
says tise Apostie. WVe feel tise henefit of tise order wh1icls it
preserves. W'e knowv tIse chaos wvlicls preceded it. Do not
]et your attention be distracteml froin the Religion we preach
ta tise politicai constitution of a worid wvlich is passing away.
Thie immediately iispénding Second Advent of the Founder
ta tise sind of the Apostle caused aIl political questions ta
sinkz into insignificance. WVhen tise end of aIl tlsings 'vas at
hand whiy sisouid lie draw up schemes for the distribution of
powver l)etween tise prince and tise people? Besides it musst
be borne in mind tisat he 'vas writing ta orientais who can
conceive of no otller government than titat of a despot. If
tise seat af religion is in tise sacred region of the beart and
not in tise llowv of the brain, we must not apply language
which was intended ta teach moral and spiritual trutis ta tise
solution of question> of paîitics. Hcreditary right, and
Scripture as be understood it supported tise dlaims of thse
king. Ris power came from abovenfot from tise people bciow.
l3earing tîsis la mind it is not difficuit ta undcrstand the insin-
ccrity of Charles wlsicb la thse ultimate ana.lysis wvas the cause
of lus deatîs. No contract cnuîd bind Iiim because a contract
supposes two persoas capable of contractiisg and uninfluenced
by duress. When we contempiate thse idea of kingly p)ower
wbich bad growvn up in bis mind we are flot surprised ta find
tbat he did siot feel bound ta perfon tbose promises wisich
were extarted from him, b>' rebeiiioussubjccts. Whea a cap-
ture is effected by Grecian or Turkish brigands tise paynient
of a ransom in advance is always made thse condition of thse
release of thse captive. But wauld anyane suppose tbat if tise
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