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Do you imagino that all aro happy, who havo at
tained to thoso sumuits of distinction, towards whiel
your wishes aspiro? Alas! how frequeitly has ox-
gerienco shown, that where rosos were supposed to

loom, nothing but briars and thoros grew ! Ropu-
tation, beauty, siches, grandeur, nay, rnyalty itsolf,
wrould, many a timo, have been gladly oxchanged by
the " possessors, for that mors quict and humble sta-
tion, with which you are now dissatisficd.  With all
that is splendid and shintag n tho world, it is do-
croed that there should mix many deep shades of
wo. Oa tho clevated situations of fortune, the great
calamitios of life chielly fall. Throre the storm speuds
its violenco, aund there the thunder breaks; winle
safe and unhurt, the inbabitants of tho vale romain
below ;- -Retreat, then, from thoso vamn and perni-
cious oxcursions of extravagant desire. Satisfy
ourselves with what 13 rational and attainablo.—
1n your mimnds to moderate views of human hfo,
and human happmmess. Remember, and admive,
tho wisdom of Agur's potition: ** Remove far from
meo vanity and hes. Givo we neither poverty nor
riches. Feed mno with food convement for mo 2 lest
I be full and deny thee ; and say, whe is tho Lord?
or lest I ho poor, and steal; and tuko the name of
my God in vamn."—BraAir.

-~
PRIDE.

Thero is a sort of prirle ohservahle in many which
wo scurcely know how to designate. Itis chiefly
to be found amongst persons who are * dressed in a
hittle brief authonty," avd who, from tho fantastic
tricks thoy play, scem conscious that thoy are un-
doserving of any rank above the lowest grade of
society ; but, in order to hide from othoers their
want of desert, they assumo aws of importance, n
the idea that such airs will ensure for them son.e
respect from those whom they look upon as thewr
infestors, because they have been less lucky than
themselves. Tiis 1s not purse-pride, for many per-
suns of this class have no purses to be proud of;
or, 1if they have purses, thoy are but thinly lined.
Nay, there may be among them thoso whora bank-
ruptcr or assignment 15 staring 1n the faco, and yet
they louk s big and speak asimportan.ly as if they
owned tho town. To such as are 0 their employ-
meut they behave with as much hauteur as a Turk-
ish hashaw could possibly do to hus slave, as if they
were beings of an mforior race, and not entitled to
the common rights of civiisty ; and to persons in the
employment of others, no West India planter could
treat negroes with more supromo contempt. See
one of tiese preces of self-unportaace go into tho
shop or counting-Louse of another, tradesman. He
addrosses bunself to the shopman or clerk with as
much pomp as he can assume. * Is Mr, ——mn 7’
The clerk, we will suppose, replies in the negative,
and asks, as ho knowsit is s place to transact
business 1 the absenco of Ins principal, if he can
aquly the article he wants, or givehim the required
mfonmation. No notice 13 taken of tho question,
but the conceited gentleman rephies, holding up his
bead as lugh as he can, as if ho were afraid of a
pletuan odour from the person tc whom he speaks
offending his gentle uostrils ; + tell him AMister e
has ealled,” and then etruts off as if he suppased
the ground were honored by the pressure of hrs feet.

Now, 1t so happens, in this country at least,
that nature bas made no mental provision for a
difference in peronal circumstances.  Whether he
is rich or poor, as Burns says, *a man’s a man
for a’ that;”" aud, therefore, there aro many clerks
and shopmen to whom the conduct of the brainless,
conreited part of mankind affords a considerable
fund of entertmament.  Some will bohavo to such
characters wuh groav apparent respect, flattering
thewr vauity, wihen, to every one but the lump of’
eonceit 50. played upon, 1tis evident that they ere
lavghing at hun ail the while, and making hum the
buit of amusoment for svery one thatis present.

* Qthors will address them in a contemptuous manner,
for tho purpose of vexing their mightiness: butall
who have sense despise and laugh at thom.

If tho bandago were romoved from tho oyes of
Fortuns, perhaps ber gifts imght bo bestowed  dif-
feremly. It muy bo that sho would give rches
wherothoro exists senso to mawage them tempgsrate-
Iy : and, if'thatweoe tht’ case, wosliould see great-
or suavity of mannors amongst the moro woealthy,
and more of real geatility and good breeding amongst
thefavouredof:fortune.  But.uponsecondthioughts,
things aro better monaged.as: they are. If nouo

but persons of sense were Fortuno's favorites, what
a fund of cntertainmneat would be lost! 'There
[wrould bo nothing to laugh at; and so Fortuno acts
very wiscly, blind as sho is, in bostowing many of
lier favors on fools.

How different the conduct of n well-bred, sensi-
ble man! Ho assumes no pomew. whocver ho may
have cecasion to nddross.—When necossary, be
can adopt the forfiter in e, suaviter 1n modo. In
conversation with sucho man ono reccives ploasure §
his munners inspire respect, whilst tho mnonors of
the other are but calculated to excite mirth and con-
tempt,

The reason why porsons make thomselves thus
ridiculous, by assuming an unportance wiuch nel-
ther bolougs to nor becomes them, must bo this,
they and the whoie of their kinkred, probably for

oncrations, have occupied thoir station in the
owest walks of society ; no doubt, being persons
of excellent charucter for sobriety, industry, and so
forth, and coungratulating themselves with a laud-
ablo pride, that nonoe of them had ever been reduced
to accept of parish relief, but not so much as con-
coiving a wish to riso abovo journeymen mechan‘cs.
Ry somo fortuitous circumstance’ ono out of this
family gets raised to tho rank of masterman. The
thing is new to him; it is such an occurrence as
never took place in his family beforo, and ho feels
as proud of it as a child of threo or four yoars of
ago docs of a now suit of clothes, and the man,
not heing overhurdened with good scnso, childishly
imngining that the world admires his exaltation as
much as ho does, although the world cares no nsore
about him or the station he holds, than about the
new frock or red boots of an infant, ;

This surt of pride is not hartful, excopt to the
person who assumes it; and even to him it does
no palpable injury, becauze ho has not senso cnough
to perceive the ridiculous figure he cuts in tho uyes
of the sersiblo part of society. Perhaps the most
ap{:ro riate name would be puppyism.

rido exists in some cases where it is not genorally
suspected. When persons aro seen clothing them-
selves gaily, setting up elegant equipages, or filling
their houses with elogant und expensive furniture,
the mottve for such display is frequently aseribed to
pride. It may have its origin in prido although it
often arises from a fondaess of display, or a taste
for slegance, with which pride has but little to do.
But pride may, and frequently does, existin as
eat a degree where thero is no show of grandeor.
gho man who wears plain clothes fecls as much
ride in the display of his plain suit as another does
m his gaudy attire. Itis refated that Diogenes,
who was 2 plain man in his manuers, and despised
every thing that was not quite necossary to existénce,
called one day upon Demosthenes, who was a phi-
losopher of & ditferent description, and loved the
elegancies of life. On cntering, Diogenes trode
mndignantly with his dirty shoes upon the fine carp-
etii.g of hus brother philosopher, exclaiming, « Thus
1s the pride of Demosthones trampled ugon " To
which Demosthenes mildly replied, * By the still
greater pride of Diogones.”

Tho sensation, we may eay the amiable sensa-
tion, of bashfalness has its origin in pride. Not an
obtrasive pride, however, but a Kind of latent,
retinng pride, which cannot brook the idea of be-
coming in any degree tho subjeet of ridicule, the
possessur of which would rather not be noticed at
all, than imagine that any part of his conduet
should excite a smilo. Suclr persons generally pos-
sess great salents, but their excessive timidity pro-
vents them from showing their abtlities to advantage,
and often leads them into awkard blunders, which
bring down upon thom what they most dread—~the
ridicule of the bystanders. This latent pride then,
whilst it confers 2 degree of amiability upon the

ossor, is burdonsome to him, and sometimes in-
jurdous by depriving’ hiny of the mede of praise, or of
emolucaent, perhaps which he is entitfed to, but
whicls 7s snatched from him by sote ono not pusses-
sing so much ability, but ﬁa‘rmv‘; confideace enough
in hime 3P to make the best display of whathe pos-
Tho one docs not'suppose his ability to be
ﬁivcs himself credit for
takes overy opportu-
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s0 great s 1t is : the otlier
moro than ho possesses, /n
nity of exhibitng his talents. .
Thus we have endeavoured to shevr, that pride
osists, ina greater or lesscr dogree, ip avery one,
and that it lirmore or less: offoayvey,. accordisg to

ite gualivy:

Ve cannot concludo this essay without advising
porsons not to 1 iold too much to those descriptions
of pride which aro offeusive ; for no one has any
thing winch bo should be proud of. in such a wayas
to assume consequontiui mirs becauso ho possesses
it.  Have jou greater wisdom or knowledge than
gour noighbour I Bo thankful for i, but despus

im not; ho may posscss somo gnod quality to
which you aro a stranger, aud hie as valuablo a
membor of socioty as you. 1o you posscss greater
wealth or power? That your neighbour 18 not as
well off as yourself 1 that respect 1s, probably, lus
misfortune, and not his fault. Ilad you been simi-
larly eircumstanced i your transnctions, you might
not have dune so woll.  Yhy should we bo haughty,
and arrogate to oursclves importanco for that which
wo possess ! It wasin the Creator’s power to rank
us yvith the moanost of fus creatures, and it1s in
tis power to reduce uvs to the lovel of the lowest of
those whom wo despise.

“re@ (DO eeee
ON THE BUDS OF FLOWERS.

On alt sides I discover a multitude of flowers in
tho bud. They are at present envoloped and closely
shut up in their intrenchments : all their beauties
are hidden, and their churms are veiled. Such is
the wrotched miser, who lives by himself, who
centres all in himsclfy whoso views are mean and
sclfish ; and who makes his own private advantage
or persoual pleasure the only object of his desirey,
zm&I the narrow motivo of his actions.

But soon the penetrating rays of the sun wil
open tho buds of the flowers, and emancipate thom
from their silken bonds, that they may blow mag-
nificently in our sight. With what a charming
bloom will thoy then shine! what delightful per-
fumes will they extalo! Thus, the most sordid
miser will becomo bencficent, when his soul is on-
lightened by God's grace. To a heart of stone may
succecd a foe''ng aud campassionate one—a heart
susceptible of the sweotest and tenderest emotions.
By the mild influence of the Sun of Righteousness,
the social affecuons discover themselves, and spread
moro and more. Sensibility no longer ceutres in one
object: itbecomes universal ; taking in all mankind,
extending its generons cares to tho utmost distance,
and cheering all witiua its reach.

Tho appearance of the numerous buds of flowers
which now surround we, naturaily leads me to re-
flect upon you, O lovely youth of both scxes! The
beauty and power of your minds aro not yet unfold-
ed; your faculties are still in a great measure ccn-
cealed The hope which your parents aud mas-
ters conceive of you will not so soon be realized.
When you walk with your parents in the country
or gardens, eonsider these buds, and say to your-
selves,—I resemble that bud : my parents and ras-
ters expect from me the unfolding of my talents and
facuiues; they do every thing for mo ; they nmoglect
noth:ng for my ioformation and instruction; they
watch most tendorly over my education, to the end
that I may become their joy and comfort, and make
myself useful to society ; I will, therefore, do all in
my power to graufy the pleasing hopes they form ;
I will tako advantage of all their nstructions, in
order to become every day wiser, better, and more
amiable : for this purpose I will take care nat to
give way to the desires and passions of youth,
which might be fatal to my innocence, and derrroy
all the hopes concéived of me.

«In the morning of life I flourish like the bud
which opens insensibly. My heart pulsates with
joy; yields to the most cheerfnl hopes, and sees
nothing but happiness bofore me. But if I am um-
1 -adent enough to give =a loose to wild desire and
the false pleasures of luzury, those guilty ffames
will soon up and consume my youthful heart.”

—go—
THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY PIETY.

Youth is the spring of ¥ifo; and by bis wilf Bo
dotormined the glory of snmmer, the abundance of
aufume, the provision of winfer. It is the movdidg
of life, and if the Sun of Righteousness doeynut dit-
gel'the' oral mists and fogs Hefore noon, id Whidle

ay gencrally retwains overspread aad gloomy. It
ivthe seed time; and “what a mad soweth, that
shall he also reap.” Every thing of imiptrtitice is

affteted by religtori in thils periot of ife.<Jay:



