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In this aspect history becomes the great teachier of niankind
althougrh, unfortunately, but fé,ýw historians are suflicicntly qualified
to write it. They nmay be divided into two sehools which seeii to'
inake it a point of opposinig one another instead of aflbrding inutual
support. Onîe relates, the other judges; the former, seeing nothingt
but facts, becomnes lost in a flood of events, while the latter, in its
search after the laws and philosophy wvhich grow out of these filets,
dies of sterility in the nîidst of its own serioiisncss and grandeur.
One contents itself withi descriptions of national life and so beCoiies
absorbed in a mass of disconnletÀ,d chronicles; the other analyses
the organie part of the nation's existence in order to get at its true
nature with its laws and the resilts whicli spring therefrorn; zandi
so falis into mere abstraction. Heiice the comiplete> divorce of the
two, sehools.

Garneau, "our national is.torian," unlderstood tue danger of
following cither inethod and excludiing- the other, and therefore at-
teilipted a conîbination of Llheii in hiis gyreat History of Canada.

He wvas borni near Quebec in 1809, an<l was sent to school at ail
early age. At fourteen lie becaniie ail office boy. At sixteen lid bc-
gan to study *hiw, dividing his tiinie between his duties and the
study of literature and the Einglish, Latin and Italiau languages.
At the oage of twcnty-'one lie w s adiiiitted tu, the practice of the
notarial profession, and a year later left for Engtlaùd whec lie
spent two, ycars (levotitig hiixuseif to "sudandi profitiing by inter-
course with such mcxin as the put Caiiipbeil, Counit Ca-,nperdowin
and MacGregror the historian. On bis rettuvi to Canada lie begaîî,
tu study wvith eagcarness our aunais, and coininenced in 1845 th e
publication of his history of Canada. It -,as well recuived by al
learnied and ccoxupetenit ii.en iii Canitia aiid ini France. The Soli-
7elie leue Elwyclopjique, the .ru'des de.c Mloizde, and the

(~rrsun<xtdevotcd to it loing articles iilled witli priss Heniri
Martin hixuiseif, the author of tht grezlt Eitrvof Franice, gave Idin
tue followingc cneoiiiuni "We do nut, lave without cînotion this
History of Canada., wvhici ba. coule tg) lis flil a.nother hieinlisphevre
like a. livingr testiiny ftesnietadpeevt

domina1crthon French of t.he New World, aifter a. century of forcigui

The grrent xxîajority of the Cath<.dic clergy ailune, whlî'e ras~
the lh il nit of his histor,, 1-itterly criticistil certain portions of
it, axîd conipelled (Jarneau to ,%Vithdrliaw it forthwithl froni circula-
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