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LECTURE ONE
McGere Tag Irisa Parrior

Two histories of Ireland were
published in 1921, one in Dublin and
one in New York. In the former
Thomas D’Arcy McGee is not men-
tioned ; in the latter his name ie
recorded only to besmirch his
memory. Yet McGee, in one of the
most wistful poems of his American
exile, had written: (Poems, p. 1569.)

Am | remember’d in Erin—

I charge you, speak me true—
Has my name a sound, & meaning
In the scenes my boyhood knew 7
Does the heart of the Mother ever
Recall her exile’s name ?

For to be forgot in Erin,

And on earth is all the same.

O Mother! Mother Erin!

Many sons your age hath seen—
Many gifted, constant lovers

Since your mantle firet was green,
Then how may I hope to cherish
The dream that 1 could be

In your crowded memory numbe_r'(:l
With that palm-crown’d companie ?

Yet faint and far, my Mother,

As the hope shines on my gight,

I cannot choose but watch it

Till my eyes have lost their light ;
For never among your brightest,
And never among your best,

Was heart more true to Erin
Than beats within my breast.

Viewing McGee's life in the calm
perspective of A. D. 1925, it is not
too much to say that_he not merely
loved Ireland. with a poet’s love
from his earliest childhood, but also
worked for her so faithfully, that
no man, during the twenty-one
years that separated O’Connell’s
death from his own (1847-1868), ren.
dered greater services to the Irish
race than did Thomas D’Arcy
McGee.

BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD

Thomas D’Arcy MecGee was born
in Carlingford, Co. Louth, Ireland,
on the 13th day of April, 1825, His
parente were James MecGee, an
honest, upright, religious man, then
in the Coast Guard Service, and
Dorcas Catherine Morgan, the high-
ly gifted and well educated daugh-
ter of a Dublin bookseller who had
been imprisoned and financially
ruined by his participation in the
Insurrection of 1798. Indeed, with
the exception of his father, all the
men on both sides of McGee's family
were United Irishmen. Till 1838 he
lived along the shores of Carling-
ford Lough which are rich in
natural beauty and in historical
remains. His mother filled his soul
with a love of God and His Church,
and of Ireland and her history,
which remained with him till his
dying day. The transfer of the
family to Wexford in 1833, where
his father became a Customs Officer,
was accompanied by his mother's
death from an accident on the
journey. McGee was then only
eight years old. Michael Donnelly,
a former hedge school master con-
ducting a private school, now
became his teacher. The library of
the Franciscan Fathers Friary pro-
vided him with useful reading. At
seventeen, young Tommy MecGee,
already known as an orator in the
local Father Matthew Temperance
Society and already accustomed to
earn his living, was forced by econ-
omic conditions to emigrate to
America. This was in 1842. The
patriotic and pensive youth turned
to verse to soothe and record his
feelings. From that moment till
the day of his death poetry was the
most intimate vehicle of his
thought.

McGee’s lack of classical educa-
tion and of a knowledge of philos-
ophy was a handicap which it took
him ten years fully to overcome.
Educated by industry in adversity,
his career should be an encourage-
ment to the underprivileged boys of
today. On the other hand, it is a
mistake to claim as does Sir Charles
Gavan Duffy, (Four Years of Irish
History, pp. 17-18. The somewhat
unfavourable estimate of McGee's
character given here by Duffy was
due to Duffy’s misunderstanding
the purposes of McGee's Wexford
speech of 1865. Duffy’s public
tribute to McGee in 1854 represents
a truer judgment.) that poverty
had a cramping effect on McGee's
character or that a need of money
ever caused him to be false to prin-
ciple. Throughout his life McGee
unselfishly and consistently saecri-
ficed pelf and popularity to prin-
ciple. When he realized that some
of his ideas were wrong, he wisely
changed them, but his devotion to
duty was ever unchangeable. It
was his loyalty to principle which
caused his assassination.

WITH THE BOSTON PILOT

Through his mother’s sister, who
lived in Providence, R. I., D’Arcy
McGee obtained, 5th July, 1842, a
position in Boston in the office of the
Pilot, then the leading Irish Catho-
lic newspaper of America. By
sheer hard work, this newly arrived
and half-educated Irish youth be-
came, within a year, the travelling
agent and special correspondent of
the Pilot in its New England
centres. During this time he g0
developed his talents as an orator
and writer that, a year later, he
became, at nineteen, editor of
the Pilot. That year, 1844, was
signalized by the first outbreak of
the Nativist Party, an organization
regambling snmewhgt the present

Ku Klux Klan., Thewg one hundred
per cent, native born Americans
signified their patrigtism by burn.
ing Catholic churches and convents
and by slandering the recently
arrived Irish Catholic Americans,
Education was the weapon with
which this ‘young thinker of the
pallid brow’ would arm the exiles
of his ‘ancient race.” His first book,
“0'Connell and His Friends,”
served to increase among his com-
patriots in America a knowledge of
the contemporary history of the
Irish race and thus enabled them to
develop that legitimate pride and
self-reliance which enforces respect.
McGee, though only twenty, at.
tracted the attention of O'Connell
and, in August, 1845, was called to
Ireland by the editor of the Dublin
Freeman's Journal to fill a position
on that paper.

THE YOUNG IRELANDER

Curiously enough it was as their
London correspondent that the
Freeman editors decided to utilize
him. However, while passing
through Ireland, he met three
young men, who, while political fol-
lowers of O’Connell, were prepar-
ing Iréland, through their news-
paper, The Nation, for an intellect-
ual and national renaissance.
These were Thomas Davis, who died
a month later, John Blake Dillon
and Charles Gavan Duffy, McGee
was thrilled by their admirable
programme and when he went to
London in September, 1845, in addi-
tion to sending his prosaic parlia-
mentary reports to the Freeman, he
began during his leisure moments
to conduct Irish historical research
in the British Museum and to con-
tribute poems and articles to The
Nation. It was then that he began
his ballad history of Ireland, a
scheme which he never completed
but which eventually resulted in
one hundred poems on Irish histor-
ical subjects. The inevitable hap-
pened : the Freeman dropped him
and The Nation adopted him. This
was in April, 1846, McGee was at
that moment engaged in the com-
position of ‘‘ The Irish Writers of
the Seventeenth Century,”” which he
published that year, and the Life
and Conquest of Art. MacMur-
rough, King of Leinster, which he
published the following year.

Midsummer, 1846, was a tragic
moment for Ireland. The potato
failure of 1845 was repeated in 1846
and though grain was plentiful, it
was sent out of the country. The
peasants in pathetic resignation
preferred to starve rather than
seize the grain which though not
legally, was, under the circum-
stances, certainly morally, theirs.
O’Connell considered that when a
nation was starying it was a
moment to seek of the English Par-
liament relief rather than Repeal.
Considering that only one English
vote had been given in favor of
Repeal when the question last came
up in the British Parliament, this
policy of O’Connell’s is an under-
standable one. But unfortunately
the English Parliament committed
the greatest crime of the nineteenth
century by refusing both Repeal
and effective relief and by employ-
ing its army of occupation to escort
the grain out of Ireland while the
Irish people starved to death. This
infuriated the Young Irelanders
who demanded of England not just
government or Repeal, but just
government and the Repeal of the
Union. They rightly criticised
O’Connell’s abandonment of Dun-
garvan to a Whig in a by-election.
A few of the more ardent spirits
among them spoke of the employ-
ment of physical force, if all else
should fail. Then came the tragic
split between Old Ireland and
Young Ireland. Daniel O’Connell,
now a man of seventy, moved in the
Repeal Association on July 13th,
1846, resolutions declaring ‘‘abhor-
rence of all attempts to improve or
augment constitutional liberty by
means of force or violence or blood-
shed—that to promote political
amelioration, peaceable means alone
should be used, to the exclusion of
all others.”” The Young Irelanders
saw in these resolutions a denial of
even legitimate revolution against
an unjust aggressor, and refused to
accept them. This, coupled with an
unnecessarily fiery speech by
Meagher and the hostile chairman-
ship of O’Connell’s son, John, who
was jealous of the brilliant Young
Irelanders, led at. the next meeting
to their secession from the Associa-
tion. The Young Irelanders, who
left O’Connell’s Association in July,
1846, were all Repealers, not repub-
licans. McGee, who had arrived
but a short time in Dublin from
London, applied for admission in
the Repeal Association but was
refused because he would not bind
himself to accept the abstract prin-
ciple that physical force may never
be used. He now began his polit-
ical career by making a noble
endeavor to induce the Repeal
Association to reconciliation with
the Young Irelanders. It is as a
peacemaker that McGee began and
ended his political career.

The attempted reconciliation of
the trouble having failed largely on
account of John O’Congell, the
incapable son of a great leader,
McGee joined the Young Irelanders
in founding, in January, 1847, the
Irish Confederation. Within a few
months McGee became its secretary.
This was a perfect legal organiza-
tion which adopted O’Connell’s own
programme, namely the Repeal of
the Act of Upnion, It was therefore
neither republican nor revolution-
ary. McGee’s plan was that Ireland
should be a kingdom, as it was in
1641, connected with England by
the golden link of the Crown only.

McGee's attitude towards Daniel
0’Connell was correct until the end,
Meanwhile O’Connell died and
McGee married ; Ireland starved
and England remained her stubborn
and stupid jailer. That was the
situation in 1847, By the end of
that year, Mitchell and the left
wing of the Young Irelanders
wanted to prepare for insurrection,
but Duffy, McGee, Meagher, and
the Confederation as a whole
refused to adopt a revolutionary
ﬁolicy. which McGee stated would
ave been & treason to common
sense. As a result Mitchell, in Jan.
uary, 1848, seceded from the Con-
federation and established a repub-
lican paper, The Unitdd Irishmen.
It is curious to note how closely
allied are McGee's political views
of 1847 and of 1867, The Irish Con.
federation eventually in June, 1848,
merged with the Repeal Association
to form the Irish League ; but this
promise of union of forces between
OldIreland and Young Ireland, which
McGee describes in a stirring poem,
arrived too late to be effective.
The opening months of 1848
seemed to promise a new era. The
successful French revolution simply
swept the Young Irelanders off
their feet. They imagined that the
success of the French republicans
could be repeated by the exhausted
and unarmed Irish peasants. McGee
justified his new policy by the state-
ment that treason against the
people will justify rebellion against
the Crown provided the people be
united and demand, and be finally
refused their rights. ‘‘Resistance,’”’
he added, *‘is no faction fight. We
must have union before freedom.”
To obtain this union, MecGee
appealed to the people of Ireland in
impassionate verse. A speech of
his in Wicklow, July 13th, 1848,
caused his imprisonment, but as the
cage could not be got ready in time
for the assizes then sitting, he was
for the time being set free.
Meanwhile as the Young Ireland-
ers preached the doctrine of armed
revolt publicly, the government
determined to nip this insurrection-
ary movement in the bud. Soldiers
were poured into the country, the
people of Ireland were ordered to
surrender their arms, the Habeas
Corpus Act was suspended and a
proclamation was issued for the
arrest of the principal Young Ire.
landers. The Council of Five, John
Blake Dillon, Thomas Francis
Meagher, Thomas D’Arcy McGee,
Richard O’Gorman and Thomas
Devin Reilly, which was in tempor-
ary charge of the Confederate
Clubs, had to decide to flee, or hide
and fight after the harvest, or fight
at once, or surrender. Only the
first three were in Dublin when the
meeting was held which made the
momentous decigion. It was agreed
to join Smith O’Brien in Munster
andfight at once, though Ireland was
totally unprepared for a successful
revolution. A Young Irelander of
our own day, that gifted writer and
noble teacher, Patrick Pearse, advo-
cated a similar policy in August,
1914, (a8 I learned in Ireland at
that time) not with the expectation
of immediately freeing Ireland
from England’s grasp, but in the
hope of arousing and consecrating
anew the national spirit—a policy
which he eventually carried out in
Easter Week, 1916. The men of '48,
however, though not blind to the
sacrificial value and psychological
effect of their rising, even though it
were a material failure, thought
that they could attain victory.
They were soon disillusioned. Pro-
testant Ireland would not lift its
finger for them, and there was only
one body in Ireland which could
induce the Irish peasants, armed
with little better than sticks and
scythes, to face the rifles and artil-
lery of the strongest and richest
military force in the world—these
were the Catholic parish priests.
But half the parish priests were
alive in 1798 when the government
had provoked the peasantry of
Wexford and Wicklow to take
arms in self defence and they
remembered the savage manner in
which that rebellion had been sup-
pressed and the callous method by
which Ireland, after the failure of
the Insurrection, was robbed of her
few remaining political liberties.
Hence the attempt of the Young
Irelanders to start a hopeless rebel-
lion in Munster was defeated by the
parish priests. Meanwhile McGee,
whom no less than Duffy pronounced
to be the most brilliant and brave
of the Young Irelanders then living,
was sent to Scotland to organize a
body of Irish recruits. This he did
and then returned to Sligo to
arrange for their reception in Ire-
land. When, however, Munster
failed to rise, McGee, unable to do
anything in Sligo, was forced to flee
the country. Through the kindness
of Bishop Maginn of Derry, some
of the local priests enabled
McGee to escape to America dis-
guised as a priest. It was typical
of the man that he would not leave
Ireland till first he had seen his
wife. McGee has recorded in the
poem entitled, The Parting From
Ireland, the intensity of his sorrow
over this failure to help Ireland.

TO BE CONTINUED

CONFESSION

How many are the souls in dis-
tress, anxiety, or loneliness ? asked
Cardinal Newman, whose one reed
is to find a being to whom they can
pour out their feelinge unheard by
the world? Tell them out, they
must ; they cannot tell them out to
those whom they see every hour.

They want to tell them and not
tell them; and they want to tell
them and yet be as if they be not

told ; they wish to tell them to one
who is strong enough to bear them,
yet not too strong to despise them ;
they wish to tell them to one who
can at once advise and sympathize
with them; they wish to relieve
themgelves of a load, to gain a
solacé, to receive the assurance that
there is one who thinks of them,
and one to whom in thought
they can recur, one to whom they
can betake themselves, if necessary,
from time to time, while in this
world.

How many a non-Catholic heart
would leap at the news of such ben.
efit, putting aside all distinet ideas
of a sacramental ordinance, or of a
grant of pardon and the conveyance
of grace! If there is a heavenly
idea in the Catholic Church, looking
at it simply as an idea, surely, next
after the Blessed Sacrament, Con-
fession is such.

And such is it found in fact—the
very act of kneeling, the low and
contrite voice, the Sign of the Cross,
hanging, 8o to say, over the bowed
head low, and the words of peace
and blessing.

Oh, what soothing charm is there
which the world can neither give
nor take away! Oh, what piercing,
heart-subduing tranquillity provok-
ing tears of joy is poured most sub-
stantially and physically upon the
soul, the oil of gladness, as Secrip-
ture calls it, when the penitent at
length rises, his God reconciled to
him, his sins rolled away forever !
This is confession as it is in fact.

AWARDS OF K. OF C. C. U.
SCHOLARSHIPS

Washington, Aug. 28.—Successf ul
candidates in the country-wide
examinations held April 18 for the
Knights of Columbus scholarships
to the Catholic University of Amer-
ica have just been announced here
by the office of the Right Rev. Mgr.
Edward A. Pace, Director of
Studies. They are, in order of
merit :

Leo F. Talbott, Toledo ; Henry E.
Cain, Washington, D. C.; Matthew L.
Hepburn, Washington; Daniel C.
0'Grady, Ottawa, Canada ; Bernard
J. McKeough, Green Bay, Wis.;
Harold F. Collins, Greeley, Nebr.;
Walter J. Costello, Washington ;
Robert T. Rock, Jr., Bridgeport,
Conn.; Leonard J. Newman, Eugene,
Ore.; Frank Weberg, Salina, Kan.;
John P. Prior, Philadelphia ; Charles
C. Curry, Tcpeka; Joseph W.
McCarthy, Elmira, N. Y.: Francis
A. McCullough, Sherman, Tex.;
August J. App, Menomonee Falls,
Wis.; Edward F. Hunt, Richmond,
Va.; Joseph W. Dolan, Warren,
Ohio; Newman F. McEvoy, Water-
bury, Conn.; Joseph F. Bober,
Terryville, Conn.; Charles C. Con:
roy, Clarksville, Tenn., and Charles
H. Jones, Charleston, S. C.

Twelve States, besides the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Canada, are
represented by the 21 successful
candidates.

The awards are made on the basis
of the results of a series of compet-
itive examinations held simultane-
ously throughout the country. The
examinations are open to men who
have received the Bachelor’s degree
in arts, science or letters, or who
are members of senior classes in
colleges, and the subjecte included
are English, history, mathematics,
a science and a language.

The scholarships are maintained
through a fund of several hundred-
thousand dollars set aside several
years ugo by the Knights for the
purpose.

The successful candidates are
entitled to board, lodging and tui-
tion in the University for the mini-
mum time required to gain the
advanced degrees which they elect
to seek.

—

EVOLUTION

JESUIT EDUCATOR SEES NO
OBJECTION TO TEACHING
EVOLUTION AS AN
HYPOTHESIS

Chicago, Ill., Aug. 28,—There are
not only one but thousands of
‘“missing links” in the chain of
purely circumstantial evidence
offered in support of the evolution-
ary theory of the origin and devel-
opment of species.

This analysis of the much dis-
cussed hypothesis was made by Rev.
A. M. Schwitalla, S. J., of St. Louis
University, before approximately
one hundred and sixty-five Jesuit
Fathers, from the dozen institutions
of the Missouri province at the
fourth annual convention of the
Jesuit Educational Society held at
Loyola University during the close
of last week.

Father Schwitalla’s address was
probably the most generally inter-
esting announcement, and was pre-
dicated upon the subject “'Biological
Principles and Evolution.”

Father Schwitalla made no objec-
tion to the teaching of the evolution
theory, provided it was taught as
an hypothesis only, and not as a
demonstrated fact. Continuing he
said :

EVOLUTION WELL-FOUNDED HYPOTHESIS

*“ We are, I believe, in a position
to state definitely that evolution is
a well-founded hypothesis, but in
view of the ‘infinite difficulties that
lie in the path of the investigator,
the multitude of contradictions, the
uncertainties without number, can
evolution be said to be a fact ?

‘““In answer to that question, I
would esy that, if thousands upon
thousands of probabilities can con-
stitute a fact, then evolution is a
fact; if a principle which unifies
the almost infinite details of the

organic universe and enables us to
view them consistently can consti- |
tute a fact, then, emphatically evo. |
lution is a fact. I say this, reserv. |
ing of course, the great question of |
man’s evolution. |
‘“Further to define the factual |
character of evolution, I would say ‘
that it is not as certain as the |
theory of gravitation, but that it is |
more certain than our theory of |
color vision; not so certain as the |
bacteriological theory of the origin |
of certain diseases, but more certain ‘
than our theories of serology. |
** Facts and theory are so closely
interwoven in our investigation of |
this subject that the facts too often
seem irrelevant or hopelessly puny
or flatly contradictory when separ-
ated from theory, and, reciprocally, :
theory seems desperately flimsy,
weak and inadequate when separ-
ated from fact. |
“Confessedly,

/l'/l W
Let Cuticura Help You
Keep Your Good Looks

Nothing better to care for your
skin, hair and hands. The Soap to
cleanse and purify, the Ointment to
soothe and heal, the Talcum to per-
| fume, Then why not make these
| delicate, fragrant emollients your
| every-day toilet preparations? "¢
| Address Canadian

Darwin was a|
shrewd guesser. In his intuition |
lay his greatness. Genius must |
frequently behold visions withheld
from the eyes of lesser men. His
theory was formulated fhmm a
synthesizing glance at the epic Jepot: " Outleurs, P. 0, Box 2416, Montreal
picture the universe presented tow[ W"T‘}',‘"o'.,‘,"‘;':.',"é;‘f:; (v g
his mind. Here and there, veritable }

mountain ranges of fact challenged
A BSORBINE

his creative genius, and it was only
TRADE MARK REG.U. S, PAT. OFF.

Sample Each Pres by Mall
Depe

his insight into life processes that |
gave him the daring to leap from |
one of these to the other across the |
still larger and more challenging |
interspaces. |

*“Then, ever more and more, facts
were discovered to fill in these |
interspaces, to buttress his bridges, ]
to ornament and complete them.
Guesses, too, had {o be formulated
to fit the new facts, and guesses
congolidated into hypotheses. [

‘“Finally, it was necessary to
modify the hypotheses themselves.
This mosaic of hypothesis and fact
thus fitted together continued to
develop until today the evidence |
upon which the theory of evolution
rests is wholly different from that |
of Darwin’s day.

Will feduce Inflamed, Straim:d.
Swollen Tendons, Ligaments,

or Muscles. Stops the lamenessand

{)’:)in from a Splint, Side Bone or

ne Spavin,.No blister, no hair

’{znnc and horse can be used, '$2.50 a

bottle at druggists or delivered. De.

3 scribe your case for special instrucd
tions and interesting horse Book 2 R Free,
‘.SQRSINE,"L, the antiseptic liniment fos

| mankind, reduces’ Strained, Torn Ligas

aenu. Swollen Glands, Veins or Musgles}
eals Cuts, Sores, Ulcers, Allays pain. ®Price

¥. F. YOUNG, Isc., 11 Lymans Bidg., Montreal, Can.
Absorbloe and Absorbloe, Jr.. are made In Canade.

The Polish that

Will clean sheet
Iron satisfacorily

EVIDENCE REMAINS PURELY
CIRCUMSTANTIAL

‘“ Nevertheless, this evidence re- |
mains purely circumstantial, It is |
neither direct nor simple, and the
biologiat has every right to demand |

that the theory be judged not by | & (/J‘P//Oﬂé/?[/f@,j
standards of strict logic but by off/p(//-/(fdayp

those which govern thought as |
applied to complex, partly disco-|
ordinate and frequently uncertain |
collections of facts.

*“1 can personally see no obstacle |
to teaching evolution—teaching it,
that is to say, as a hypothesis, a
method, to freshmen college stu-
dents—and I recognize the possi-
bility of carrying this teaching
down from that point through High
school and the grades.”
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