
House, thf doaire of lomn of th« hon. Tnombcrs for \M\)i'n will bn more urp-nt than ever. Tlii'y will not

Uke the papprn whicli are y<!t to ootim duwn any inont than tiii-y like iIiomj wliidi liuv(» been brought

ulready; uml wli^-n thiy liijvri HfDii tticm nil, tlif hon. mmubcr for '.VcJit Durhnin (Mr. biuku), will Bay;

"Thp«)« an not tho pupfis iit all," ami Im will >\»k Inr tli' jiapi-ra whinli he, waid wure lying * mimblering

Unop«>ne«i' in our offioes. Aa an ilhrntriition of tlio uurtanouiibltines?* with which soino of these (IcuiJUidtt

luiT« been made upon us, lot ui" call tlie atti-ntion of the Honsn^to a single itiatanco. On the 17th of

March nil hon. nnjinbur moved:

I" "That an Address to Hist KiocUonoy tho (lovonior-denoral ho proMotcd tor a full and complete rev it of
tho trial of Thomaii f^aott, chiirKod wiin ' treasnn-telony' at Kejtina; giving the ovidonuo for tUo Crown and
deftiiieo, (iRether with addreHHflB ofooun»id and ehargo of the Stipendiary MatciHtrate. Rppcrt oi tho trial and
nentenoo ol the halt-brctd prinoiiorH at i<eifinii icr trcaion-folony,' tonothor with tho cvidcnoo suhuiittod to

tb« Btipeudliiry MaBlstraia'o Court In mitigation of HOntoncn, and addrnssos of oouiiwe! for tho prinonerw.'

These pap«Mu, connected with tho trials that took idact; aftorwards, had ;v very doubtful rflovanr.y to th«

casi' ; but the ^wint 1 am making now is that when the Addnisa of thiH llousi, was aBixod for ou the I7th

of March for ih»-Bi' pupcrs, they liad aircady ha-w n:i the tublo 48 hours. W'o have not the ivdTautage oti

this side, jx-rhupn, of hearing all that "goes ou in this lloiiso, but wo can imagine, in view of t>mt

illustration and of some facts wo do know, how true and appropriate this comment by u bystwidei is

upon t^iis cry for jwpers

:

"1 wa* ainiixod lo-day at Mr. . He was toarinn tho Qoverninont to tatto-S for not haying tbe
pspem down. ' Wliere i« liio diary of Louis hielV ho cried, and then asidu to linurior, ' fs that down 7' Nt,
•whisiioriid back Irfiurior. Then Mr. btooine furioun in his donunciatioos bccaaso it waBn't down.'

] think. Sir, that at an earlier stogo of this discu8!iion, this hon. member for IJellcchaHSo (Mr. Aniyot) saw
the ditUculty the Houbc would meet in the discussion of a f^uestion of this kind, and in receiving and

• Mting upon the doctrine that this House was to be a court of aj'pcul; for tho hon. member declareil

almost u\ so niauy words, that he and his fricn Is were justilied in trentiug this case as an exceptional

fase, becauHe it cf»mo from tlio North-west Territories; imd the hon. member icad to the iloum
u Bcctioii of the Act which provided that the report of a capital case trivd iu the North-west Terriloriss

ikoiiid come to the P'.xccutive.

Mr. MILLS. Hear, hear.

Mr. THOMPSON (.\ntigonish). I .^hall read—especially as an hon. member of my own profession

OB the othc- side of the Hoiiae says "hear, lu-ar"—two sections of the law- the section b''aring on easts

m the Noith-West Territories and the section bearing ou cases in too various Provinces, and will ask

what the ditference is. The general law, taken from tho Act of 1873, applying to every Province in

this Dominion, is

;

"Tho juddo beforo whmu auch priJoner has been convicted shall forthwith make a rtport of the •nse,
throuidi the ^iocretary ol .>tale lor Canada, lor tho information of the (Jovernor, and the day o be npixiintod for

Mrr^ioK iljo sei.iouco into exeoutiou Bliall be such aa in tho opinion of the Judge will allow sulliuieni time lor a
igniileation ot the Uoveruor'a pleaHuro ^eforo such aay."

Now, the provi.siou relating to the Nortii-West is this:

" Wh*n any person is oonvicted of a oapital offonc', and Is sentenced to death, tho Btipondiary magistrate
shall foi'wanl o the Minisfur of Ju.suc8 full nows of tho evidence, with his report upon the ease, and the execu-
tion S11..11 be postponed from time to time by tho stipendiary magistrate, if fonud necessary, until such report i»

reeeived, and lUe pleasure ot the liovernof (ieueral tbereon is uomniunicatod to tho Lieuteuaut-liovernor.

Now, the only diUerence between the two Ecctions is this; First, it is provided that the judge in a ^o^th-

West cufje shall furnish full notes of the evidence—and the hon. member laid stress upon that point. I

can only »;iy to him that, lull as the notes of the evidence are in this and in every capital case coming
from the North-West, they arc not one iota fuller than the reports of capital cases whicli we rcjreive frons

the Provinces; and as regards the postponement of the day of the e.xecution of the sentence, although thj

jpower is specially conferred upon the stipendiary magistrate in tins iVorth-Wcst Territories, it is still fully

compitent to the judges in the other Provinces to respite until tlie pleasure of the Governor is made
kuowu. The provision making it mandatory upon the stipendiary magistrate to postpone in tho cose of

Nortli-West trials was inserted, I believe, in consequcuce of the remoteness of the country and tht

dilMculties of communication; V;ut in practical working the two provinioDs arc identical, and a case com-

ing from the North-West Territories has no more couneution -vvitli the functions of this House or the

poiilvcs of the country than a case con ig from the Province of Qm-bec or the Province of Nova Scotia.

. Before 1 refer to the criticisms which \ .c passed upon the trial of the case, and as one of the preliminary

iflteervations 1 wisli to make, I desire to reply to a remark which was made by the lion, member for

HocheUvga (Mr. Desjaidins) the other evouing. Keplyiug to a remark of the Minister of Public Works,
he a.iked how the Minister of Inland I'evcnue, and how the- Minister ot Justice could reconcile with truth

the statement which had been made in this House that there had Leen a change in public opinion in the

Province of i^uebccl He referred to the mtietings which had taken place at St. Jerome and St, Colombe,

at which 1 had the honor of assisting, and at the latter of which my hon. colleague, the Minister •!'

Inland Rcveuuo, was with me. The hon. gentleman wanted to know what wo had to say, after those

meetings, of the state of feeling in the Province of Quebec '< I answer that if we are to judge from what
»e saw, tlierd had been a greai change of feeling in the Province of Quebec. The people were disposed

to listen to reason, to arguu.ent, and to truth, and there was no more passion evinced at those meetings

than at any meetings of equal size' called in any other part of the couutry, for the discussion of public

questions. If 1 had to judge from the reports we saw in the press, 1 should have to give tljc hon. gentle-

man a dilferent answer; but at present I shall testfy from what 1 saw, not from what 1 read in the papers

afterwards. 1 should think the hon. gentleman would have hesitated to ask me, in the presence of this

Mouse, what I thought of the change of public feeling iu the Province of Quebec, when we have so muty


