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THE BUILDING REGULATIONS.

Little is bemg said about the coming
vote by which the electors of the city
are to be asked #5 decide as to the ad-
visability of a law forbidding the erec-
tion 'of wooden’ buildings of more than
_ two stories, but:it may be hoped that
the ‘matter is iecdving careful considera-{:

tiomr gt sthe. hands -of those whaiafe tof
vow on it presently. Objection’ to the
_law is made by many who say, with
someé force, that it will be unduly re-
strictive, and will tend to discourage
building by persons of moderate means
whose principal hope of - owning a home
of their own is to construct a building
containing’ three or more tenements and
thus secufe some rentals to assist them
in  financing the operation. This ob-
jection is entitled to fair consideration,
but ~ against it must -be .placed, -and
weighed, the fact that behind the pro-
posed ' law there ‘are considerations of
public safety which are not likely to be'
set aside.. It has been intima.ted that
the insurance companies favor, if they |
did not originate, the proposed regula-
tion,
that, it is well to recall that after the
mt fire in St. John, tlurt(-six ‘years
ago, the insurance companies paid’ up
" and went on as before, but a great many
of the people who were burned out were
either ruined utterly .or were gravely|
handicapped for many years, In short,
a great fire punishes property  owners,
and not the insurance oompanieo. Tt

The goveming principle in tm mt— 3

ters ought to be the general " Whiich
in this case is the common safety. St.
John, has, in several districts, so many
wooded buildings of more or less flimsy
construction that those responsible for
the safety ‘of the citizens at lcrge have
constantly to consider that which mxght
occur should a fire gain headway during
a dry season at a time when a strong
wind was blowing. Since St. John went
to Loch Lomond for its water supply,
and introduced an excellent system of
gravity pressure, its situation with re-
‘spect to’-conflagration risk has been ma-
terially improved, and a’ still greater
improvement will be had as the dis-
tribution system is perfested by the re-
movai of pipes which have long outlived
their usefulness. ' Buildihg regulations
are-by no means entirely to be based
upon insurance rates, for it must be kept
in mind that in case of a ‘conflagration
there -are always many ‘losses which are
not covered by insurance at all, and that
even insurance cannot in most imstances
compensate for loss of time and busi-
ness. It is a fact, too, that some of the
wooden 'buildings erected within the last
year or twdllin this city have been yery
badly constructed from  the standpoint
of safety, not to>mention comfort and
sanitary provisions,

These are conmsiderations which might
fairly be weighed by those who are to
vote for or against the proposed build-
ing law. Since the matter is to be de-|
cided by a referendum, it is highly de—i
sirable that the vote $hould be a repre-
sentative one, and that it should be bnsedI
neither upon prejudice nor. misunder- |
standing but upon a reasonable under- |
standing .of all of the issues involved.

THE BANANA AS FOOD. '

Writing in the current number of the|
North. American Review, Mr. Chesterf
Jones, l’rofessor of Economics in the

Whatever be the fact concerning|

sumption, the 1 best “prices are, ow‘ob-
tained for the fruit in France, Germany

md Emglmd Before 1908, the demayd 3
for bananas ‘was ‘so  small’ France, |

that the importations were not tabulat-

red; last year-she imported more. than

$l,000,00.0 woxth. 'I‘he Germm mar?ret

Prafossor Jo,ues giv

show the increased :pprecmtion of tﬁis i

fruit as food, and ‘sayst

“These figures show ‘that the w«nﬁd
is just awagkening to the value of thel

banana as food. If the present develop-

| ment - continues the” acreage devoted to
‘banana growing must rapidly incréase.
#{ This can be. easily done for the area|
fsuitable has as yet only been. touched.{don
JImproved refrigeration and quiek steam | th
service will continue to widen the jarea|
‘4{in which the product can be marketed,|.
.and,” besides its present use' as ‘a fruit,

uwulbeused,asxtmnow “in “thefi
tropics where it 15 boiled green, as ‘a

‘vegetable and manufactured into a con-
| fection known an banana figs: The de-
| velopment of the banana flour industry

also promises to open a market for the

i product of areas too ‘distant to _profit
‘by the demand for fresh fruit, just as
| the perfection of the .manufacture of
i copra, the dried meat ‘of the. cocoanut,’

|-has opened up a new industry rznching

to the furthest isles of the Pacific. ’

increased production of the bmnnr in
‘its natural state and the diversification |
-of its uses, promises to introduce a new
and hitherto neglected factor in our

food supply. If , present development
+{ continues, it will raise the Caribbean re-

'glon. from - its dependence on fore!gn
markets for food to one of ‘the rcginns
from' which an important part’of ‘the
.would’s food supply will-be  drawn. The
wheat fields of. the Dakotas and Mani-
toba will meet as one of their competi-
tors in feeding the world, the banana
plnntatrons of the American Mediter-
ranean.”

Banana meal is an lmportant fopd-
stuff; the fruit is' peeled aqd cut in
strips which are then dried and pounds1{
ed in a mortar. In East Afrlca, and else-
where, an intoxicating drink is prepared
from- the banana,- but there the . froit
grows sometimes ‘to twg{%i{l{%
‘and the t}uckness of 'a man’s arms
single fruijt wou,ld, aﬂord an adequate
meal for thrée' meh. It s easy to sée
the econommic importance of the modern
development of this fruit as foo\d, and
besides its economic value, the introduc-
tion of banana plantations in the ‘coun-
tries of Central America and Northern
South America, will huve a political ef-
fect in making for stable government,
The introduction of new: ;apital will
emphaalze the ‘duty, of lreepmg, ‘order,
and it will dlso help: to ‘solve the prob-
lem of government among those weak
nations which have so long insisted up-
on the divine right-to misgovern the'm-
.selves. .

NO CAUSE FOR ALARM.

The rumer that Gmt ijxtain con-
templates. the establishment of a naval
base ‘in the Bermuda Islands has stirred
Washington. 'l‘he New York Sun, re-

ers until a rapproach+
ment with" Germmy has been arranged.
The énterprise of constructing a formid-
able - mllitnry base - at "St. Luela was
abandoned in 1905, rently forever.
Since then the Wext Indies have had no
strategic. value for England.  If Great|
Britain desires to make a  new’ naval
base in St. George’s harbor, Bermuda, it
is her business, although it would be a
very expensive one.  Yet it is” owlishly
said-in Washington that such an under-
taking” would ,invtﬂVe “the very life of
the Monroe Doctrine” -

About the only way: in which the
Munrog Doctrine is threatened at present
is. by the United States government’s
evasion of its responsibility  with reapect
to that Doctrine.  Great« Britain is not
indifferent to the advantages ‘the Mun-
roe Doctrine offers her. In- fact, it was
in part the work of a great British
statesman, George Canning, and British
public men of to-day would be the last
to try to overturn-it. They are naturally
the first men, however, .to “say that if
the United States will not live up to the
requirements - of the Doctrine, if it will
neither maintain peace in the new world
nor allow others to intervene-to main-
tain it, they must look after British in-
terests .themselves. = Great Britain, as
the Sun points ont, not only subscribes
to’ the Munroe Doétrin® but in an emi-
ergency would probably be ready to fight
for it. No more than the UMS&&&B,
does she desire o ‘see any rival sen
power in Europe invade the West Indies
and secure a footing at St. Thomas or
at Curacoa, - But she can’ do what she
likes: with ‘her own, and it must\alwpyn
| be remembered that Great Britain is also
an - American power with territory in
: North, Central, and South Amerlcl

“Tt

is to be:expected,” ‘says. thé Sun;
“that England as. thie first shipping na-
tion in the world mﬁ make addmon&l

5

< { was” private property in-that personal

reperty and can never
be ameutely ‘alienated.”

The Qregolng is part of a recent Btate-
ment in. the ° h. American by iMr
Dennis, the nce-prépident in charge of
the national resources department of the-
Canadian Pacific. As expressing the atef ¢
titude on the part of the largest land
‘owner - in Cs.nqdn towards this: public
trﬁst, 1! cannot - too stmngly eum

mf In- deci ng to administer and’
ity land in" the public interest
iscourage speculstion, it is pur-
 suing ‘hat it consxdcrs a wise buginess
policy. Every bou fide settler \working
Land producmg a!ong the line s a valu-
‘able asget to the" raﬂway and is worth
‘still more to the courm'y, but the land
speculator and capitahst who buy vast
areas ‘afid hold these until the toil of
others makes tf:em valuable, and then
‘grow rich on the unearned 'increment,
are a curse to the comummty in which
they hold ‘the land, and 'no govern- |
mental action: is*too radical to discour-
age their sinister’ ‘activities. . Jl‘hrough
differential taxation the West 1§ seeking
to check the -activities of this class of
speculators. - In_ the provinces of =Al-
beit. afid British. Columbia, and.in sities.
Tike Edmonton, . Calgary, V&ctnua and
Vancouver, the land bears nearly all the
taxes. ‘If the govnrnment steps in and
appropriates a big slice of the rise in
value when # comes, it has removed the
chief - incentive to the holding  of " land
dor a rise.- A small, ‘'even a very small,
tax on all land values will make it ex-
tremely difficult te hold land idle or for
speculative purposes. The experlence'pf
Australasia in seeking to break up large
estates Has demonstrated this, -

But M# Dennis, in"l‘a.ying “Fhat ’ flihe
company ‘does not cons that it owns
the.land in the same sense that it owns
the products of labor and: transportdtion
facilities, is going back to a view that
has been held by.nearly all great states-
men for centuries.. All ‘writers on econo-
mics are compelled to. make a distinc-
tion'between property in land and other
things. ~ Gladstone, Morley, qude,
Carlyle, Sir William Blackstone, Adam
Smith, John Stuart Mill, and @ cloud of
other good witnesses, have said the same
thing Mr. Dennis says in this state-
ment. . J. A: Froude says: “Land never

.sense ifi ‘which we speak of a thing as
‘our own, with whlch we may do as we
“Iplease, Properly lpealuns it cannot be
owned' by ‘any man. It ‘belongs to all
the human race.”  And Thomias Carlyle:
“The notion of selllng for certain bits
of metal the Tliad of Homer, how much
more the land of the world Creator, is
o ridiculous’ impossibility.” = Rousseau
says: “The first man who, having en-
closed a plot of ground, took upon him-
self to say, “This is mine’ and found
people silly enough to believe him, was
the real founder of civil society. How
many - crimes, how many - wars, how
many murders, how much misery and
herror, would have been - spared the
buman race if some one, tearing up the
fencer and ‘filling in the ditch, had cried
«ut to his fellows: ‘Give no heed to this
impostor; you are/lost if you forgetthat
the  produce belongs t6 ‘all, the land to
nonel’”

It is the opinion of many that pros-
perity, crvlhution and progress have
gone with private property in land, and
that to subvert this institution would be
to revert to barbarism and discourage
thr{ft and “activity. The reason usually
sssigned for - allowing land to bev:om&\1
private property is that the great ma-
Jority of mankind will work much
harder and make more sacrifices for
themselves- and  their. immediate de-
scendants than for the ‘public.. 'When
théy «have exelusive: property in land,
they have the most possible to gain by
making that land as productive as they
can, and they are in/no danger of being
hindered in doing so by the interference.
of.any ene else. This is the only. reason
that. catt be: given for. the existence of
Jrivate property in land.. But there is’
no. objection in any country aga}nst the
man who is. mgking the best use of his
land: haying - security of tenure.. Every
man has a right to the use of the edrth;

no man hds a-right to'the,-igqpnhqi@ly of
it.. This seems to be what Mr. Dennis

“|the publie revenue” by a direct tax on

g [candidate was_ d"f“ted by .a m‘”ﬁt’! ‘Lantalum will be read this morningwith

‘the enoﬂmm\ﬂ;ﬂover of ' votes, ‘A little

1 the
“| and “he -will,” before long, receive their

of wﬁie ;ppncaﬂnn. 2

Lesm Goclirane give
lﬁluitw Provinces.

’ E oommdmonﬁi’omto ‘World

it is only by ﬁrmly insisting |
rificiples that & party  can

| trfamph or can desérve to ‘triumph. The

Insurance Act is & great piece  of com=
structive legislation ;and once ‘the bene-

fits' come ‘homie to the people, it will be
“1a source ‘of strengtiy to the party. Speak-
‘jers at the Newmarket electxon m)nbd

‘out” its many benefits, but the people
‘voted ifor the Tory: candidate. This is
the fact, whatever the explanation. “The
three pence a week levied on the work-
man is intrinsically small, but to a man
ages are twelve or fourt‘een shil=

lings a’ week it is a very considerable
; Perhaps this man of average abil-

i€ bity and of Jow wage. is getting radical

be served fenough to ask fhe question if he cannot

by it resolved that thissconvention, com-
plised” of’ deleg&tes ‘representing 14,000
furmers. of ‘Alberts, places  ifself ‘on
'record ds in favor of the complete aboli-
tiont of the customs’ tariff in Canada as
1 800n <48 possible, and- the collection of

Hand values. 'And further that we con-
‘"demn utterly the attempt being made to
tax the British workman for the benefit |’
of “the Canadian farmér.”

Inthe letter with which they accom-
panied” this - resolution to ' Mr. Bonar
Law, they assured him of their loyalty
to ‘the  British Empire, and 'that they
lboked forward to:'the day ' when they;
could * be  linked more closely ‘to  the
Mother Country; ‘net ~with a policy of
preference on  upatural products, which
would only’ work to a great hardship
both to."consumers ‘and. to producers,
but, rather, with that greater and broad-
er policy of Imperial' Free Trade. The
Tetter concluded, “And .we can  aséure
You' that:we -are’ always ready to. assist
"you in acecomplishing this object.”

Rt is very possible that, as the farmi-
jers of Alberta claim, they are represent-
ing the views of asvery large majority
of the farmers of Western Canada. As
the Redistribution Bill will give a much
larger  representation to the West than
it enjoys at present, and as succeeding
decades will see this represeqtatxon still
further increased; it would look like good
political stratagyfor Mr. Borden to
take steps: to incrgage the British Prefer-
ence. Thq 1M
tariff ‘against Great Britain is’a glﬁf
improvement on the tariff schemes pro-
pounded by the British Unionists.. Tieft
to his owp initiative Mr. Borden might
like to -increase the British preference,
but situated as he is no6w, under the
dominion * ef “the trusts and combines,
he is more likely to Tremove.the prefer-
ence; altogether. -The Government 'of
Canada is not™free at present to act in
‘the: i’nterests of : the farmers of  either |
Western or Eastern Canada. Itis under
Ehe thmnb of ‘the ‘ombines;

FRIEDMANN’S FOLLY.

The almost daily report of the death
of one of Dr. Friedmann’s patlents sin
the ' United ‘States or Canada, affords
confirmation of the serious charges that
the  Berlin dogtor, grodsly, deceived the
public with his  tuberculosis ?‘cure,”\the
merits of\wﬁich he - must have known
were not what he declared them to be,
Although Professor Carl Schleich, the
distinguished surgeon, still stands up for
.him; and declares ' that his methods
“tower high” above these of any other,
Dt Friedmann has not founad everything
pleasant. sailing since he returned to his
own country, |
- Prfessor’Schleich’s eulogy has bronght
forth volleys of protest from the medical
world.. Another eriinént German phy-
sician_declares that the reason why.every
reputub!e clinic-was closed to Dr. Fried-
mann was simply that he would not take
the - medical  world into his confidence;
that; until .the facts were let out in the
United : States, = the Friedmann “remedy
was & secret one. ‘Moteover, he asserts
that éven in Germany Dr. Friedmann
“did nottake the always open path to
an ‘aboveboard testing: of - his specific.”
Naturally, 'the profession looked upon
him with suspicion. This = physician
points . out; further, that Dr. Friedmann
has no right-to say that his remedy will
cure; that all ‘he might reasonably assert
48 that it is a preventxve, such as vaccine,
or . the typhoid ‘serum which has 'so
largely reduced. the soldier deat rate
from that ,dlsense. It might conuibly
render a patient i-mmune, ‘he sdys,
talk of its curing is to deceive those who
suffer from a terrible disease, the very
nature oL .which causes *#s victims to
reach out for any neéw “cure,” just as a
drowning man would reach for.a straw.

The world can never measure the addi-
tional mental syffering - undergone by
these imvalids and their lamllieb because
of the false hopes held out to them_ by
Dr. Fﬂedmann. :

'ROBUST LIBERALL{SM.
In Newniarket. recently. the Liberal

lauet- than - M}W ‘the ;election of,
km . Pers n iderations had ins}
ﬂuame with ﬁo voters ‘and the racing
mtemb “in: one part of the constituency
caused the voters to take a narrow and
pervukd view;,.pﬁ the contest, but these
things are nok 'suficient alone to‘explain

earlier, Mr. }{emmerdc won_handsomely
in West NorQlk 'in what was largely an

throwmg down the § -

¢ Hlook forward to & day when he: can be

mdependent of the state’s benefactions.
A panel doctor and a bottle of medicine
when a man is sick'are very good, but
is” there not something wrong with a
system that makes it almost 1mpossxble
for him to pmvide for his own future.
For the state to spend millions' to’ pro-
vide for a heed that every self-respecting
man will provide for if he cany i going
a part of the way in the direction of re-
form, but perhaps not far endugh for
the average voter. The spending of the
millions does not touch the Toot cause of
the: condition in which the avemp man
finds himself, and in fact it tends to per-
petunﬁe that condition. Mr. Hemmerde
won his élection by insisting on the rieed
of land tefofmy the removal of the ex-
cise duty from tea, coffee and sugar, and
the taxation of land values. It is very
possible that, fast as this radical gov-
ernment is moving, it is going too slow
for  the :people. They are determined
to remove privilege and to open up op-
portumtxes to fuller and more open life
all round A fearless and. robust Liber-
alism : would apparently sweep the coun-

try ‘at the next election, and the old|
Whig section of the party is getting |

more and .mpre out of sympathy. with
the ‘peoplé. Sometime the people are
going to eclaim their own; and it looks
at present as if that time in Britain was

almost_at and > o e
ST | € 10 S 6 8 B

THE BURNS MANUSCRIPTS

The vaerpool Athenaeum has just
mmplebed the sale to.a Wea.ltby Ameri-
can fof ' the Glennddqi Burns' manu-
scripts.:. The sale was conducted: with
privacy, and the name of the piirchaser,
who is said to have paid more than
$25,000 for the valuable papers, is as
yet - withheld. This “transaction _has
created a literary upheaval in England.
Members of the Scottish Burns Clab de-
clare that Mrs, Currie, who formerly
owned the manuscnpts, would never
‘have ]odged them with: the Athenaeum
had she not believed that they would re-
main there permanently ‘as a national
treasure, and hundteds of other Scottish
and English men of letters are growing
more: and more incenséd over the sale.

The ‘manuscripts cofisist of poems and
letters, most of which ‘are in Burns’
handwriting. While the Athenaeum may
have had the legal right to sell such a
national heirloom, there seems no doubt
that ‘it had no moral right. ~ A private
collector doubtless has a legal and moral
right to dispose of his property in what-

rever manner, and: at whatever price, he

may see fit; but when it comes to treas-
ures left to an institution, there is every
reason to believe: that the donor regards
his’ or her. gift ‘as a ‘trust to be held in
perpetuity for the benefit ‘of the people
in which he or she is particularly inter-
ested. There seems to be a distinct dif-
ference, . therefore, between - ‘the moral
rights _involved in disposing of art or
literary -properties belonging to public
and to private  collections. - Press. de-
spatches say that the Athenaeum was
not in need of funds, That fact makes
it all the more difficult to understand
why it should privately have sold so rure
a manuscript. Lord . Rosebery, with
patriotic indignation, describes the trans-
action as incredible and deplorable.

NOTE AND COMMENT.
President Wilson has once more shown
his ‘good sense, this time by putting a
stop to an_ effort that was being made
to provide a wedding presept for his

daughter by pop:ﬂa: s\‘xbsgri tion

An agitation is on foot to. divide
Mexico “into two republics. Mexicans
certainly know how to multiply trouble,
and probably they think that with twice
as many governments they would haye
twice as many rgvolut{oni!;ts.

A /minister of Qwen Sound declares
that he has not cast a\ provincial or
federal vote for thirty years, and that
he abstains wholly from all political and
partizan -action. - Many  people - will
doubt very much if that is good citizen~

Shlp * ¥ =

'I!be Jnews. of _the. death of Edward

regret.  One of the active men of -the
"Liberal party, Mr. Lantalum had served
with credjt both as ‘an Alderman of the
city and as a member: of the Legislature.
Few men  had a‘\deeper knowledge of

civic ‘and provincial politics.
* % -

Spme Paris ‘writers are about to estab-
lish a #Poets’ Bank” for poets who have !
not yet won recogmtionr The" Freénch

But Mr. Cochrane is not ‘lving good

{service to the people. of ‘the Masitime

Provinm 1. €. R. freight ‘rates have

.| been increased ‘without Justification, the

Toad betwéen Moncton and St. John is
being fréated almost as a branch rail-
-way, and the interests of the-people have
been 1gng:ed all along the line. The
government will find that Mr. Cochrane’s
steam-roller methods do not pay.

| » ¥ .-

The people of Canada will do some-
thing and do what is right when they
are allowed to have their way -——Vlctona
News-Advertiser,

Why do Mr. Borden and his National-
ist ‘aMies not give them a. chance to do
something? Ten weeks have  passed
since: Parliament ‘rejected the Borden-
Rogers scheme to send $85,000,000 ut of
the country, yet the Premier has stead-
fastly refused to fulfill his pledge to ap-
peal to the people. Certainly, the
electors will do ‘Something when they
are given an opportunity. No one rea-
Hzes this moére than Mr. Borden himself.
That is why he is u*fraid.

A warning in regard to “harvest ex-
cursions,” taken from Toronto “Satur-
day' Night” is published on another
page to-day. Evidently this is no year
for-Maritime Frovince men to go to the
prairie provinces unless they have some
guarantee of satisfactory enployment or
know how they are going to get back.
The railroads publish large stories about
the need for men in the wheat fields;
But. what the railroads are looking for
is the passenger's money. They give a
cheap; fare going west but a higher one
coming east, thus discriminating against
the Maritime Provinces. This sort of
thing is resented, and it ought to be

stopped.
x % x

Evidently the farmers of the United
States are hard to please. Heretofore,
the Secretary of Agriculture at Washing-
ton exercised a curious function with
reference to farming interests, at one
period giving out exaggerated réborts as
to the condition of crops, with'a view
to raising their prices on the market,
and at another applying quarantine and
health regtilations so as to keep food out
of the country. The farmers complain-
ed that the policy was not a good one,
so-the Department decided to give up
this strange and illegal type of work.
Now, it is' being condemned - by the
farmers for not guardmg their inter-

ests. more g:arefnlly i

The Standard devotes a column of its
editorial space to the alleged failures of
the Liberal administration to provide
this city and province with adequate
transportation facilities. That is merely
flying in the f)\ce of the facts. It is not
even good Tory, editorial exercise. But
the Standard ' conspicuously .fails to give
its readers any real information as to
the existing situation. It does not even
answer - the plain questions addressed
to Hon. 'Mr. Hazen by the Borden Club.
The people of St. John want informa-
tion, not mere campaign dust-throwing
when there is no campaign. The Stand-
ard evidently has no information to
give.” Apparently Mr. Hazen has given

service ,to :

Failure 7

over last year.

a slight increase being
acreage. under potatoes.

Almost Cut in Half.

600 more than last year.

buckwheat takes

——

Dominlonl Government Byl
letin Contains Some Alarm-
ing Figures

SHEEP DISAPPEARING

Number of Sheep in Province Almogs
Cut-in Half in Last Four Years—
Ne Increases of Any Moment By
Striking Decreases in Many Pr,.
ducts —1s Government Policy ;

Further evidence of the alarming qe.
crease in the farming industry in New
Brunswick is given in the latest Census
and Statistics Monthly which ha. j
been issued and which shows & very
large diminution of the live stock s i

st

1€

farms, especially of sheep, as mh as a
substantial decrease in the acxedm nder
hay and- clover, barley, wheat, pe:
mixed grains, whlle of similar. (Iu)]\ nats
is the only one which shows an incre..

The land under
crops remams, however, about cons tam

and

roont

shown in (e

The number of sheep on the farms
this year is only 185,000, as compared
with 148,728 for 1912, while there were
more than 200,000 of these animals in
the province three years ago.
of about four per cent is shown in tle
number of milch cows since last vear
and ‘the swine now number 77,000, a3
conmpared with 85,905. for 1912.
is"also a considerable decrease
number of other cattle, and about one
per cent’ fewer horses than last year

Under hay and clover there were 558 .-
000 acres in 1912, while the figure has
dwindled to 535,200 this year.
wheat acreage has become five per cent
smaller and barley eight per cent. Sim-
ilar decreases are noted in other crops
of this nature, the only one to have
gone up since last year being oats, under
which' there arc now 186,600 acres, or

A decrease

There
in the

Spring

Of the late cereals and hoed crops,
the lead with 59,900
acres, as compared with 60,500 for 1912,
Potatoes cover 42,500 acres this year, an
increase of 200 over last year. Turnips,

beans and corn for fodder also show

their opportunities.

results.

showing the marked

the deminion

all’ along the line.

In view of the gradual
practically all farin products since 1909
this being the farthest back for which
figures are given, there will be a verr
general feeling that the farmers of this
province instead of co-operating in the
forward movement are getting discour-
aged and are not taking advantage of
Even the vaunted
agricultural policy of the provincial gov-
ernment does not seem to be producing
There has been a marked de-
cline in fact since the days of the much
maligned Robinson government
went out of power in 1908. Some days
ago The Telegraph published statistics
reduction in the
butter and ‘cheese making of the prov-
ince and these were startling enough but
government’s
analyzed in the foregoing would seem
to indicate a diminution rather than an
impetus in farming in New Brunswick

decreases since last year, though these
crops are very much less important and
the decreases are not substantial.

Is Government Responsible?

decrease in

which

bulletin

his newspaper no more enlight t
than he has bestowed upon ‘the Borden

Club.
* % %

The. Standard, in its attempt to ex-
cuse Mr. Hazen for his neglect of ‘St.
John, quotes a C. P. R. official as saying
that “it is a poor kind of a port that
does not have congestion at times.”  The
congestion ‘on the Fst Side is due to
the government’s failure to procure more
facilities there this year for the handling
of freight. ‘Last winter several steamers
were forced to leave without full‘cargoes
because there was not sufficient wharf
accommodation. . It was explained to
Mr: Hazgen early in'the Spring that the
construction of grain conveyors would
go a long way towards overcoming that
difficulty this winter. Many times since
then the importance of having these con-

veyors ready for this winter has been
urged upon him, but he has prac-
tically ignored the wholé matter. Now,
when it seems certain that St. John will
lose .much trade through its lack of
facilities on the West Side, Mr. Hazen
is_holidaying on the Pacific Coast, and
neglects to answer urgent telegrams
from’ ¢Citizens who have the welfare of
the port at heart.
*- k¥

. What has become of taxation reform
in St. John? Hete is a suggestion from

the Saturday Evening Post: e

“The London Board of Trade’s eare-
ful mvatigatlon showed that working-
men’s rents in Pittsburgh were among
the highest in the United States, ran
ing much above Chicago and Phxladel—
phia; for example. Average land values
per acre there are only a little less than
in New York. But up to two years ago
consfderable vacant property in the Steel
City was obligingly classified as ‘agri-
cultural lands] and taxed at only about
half the rate for land that had been put
to use by erecting buildings on it. This
legislative inducement to hold vacant
lands for speculation' while the working
population. was crowded into congested
#nd very costly quarters was wiped out
in 1911, This year Pittsburgh has gone
that improvement one better by making
the ‘tax rate on land double the rate on
buildings—the readjustment to be ap-
plied gradually. Vacant land, of course,
brirgs - thé oWner no - revenue; hut his
taxes will be twice what he would have
o pay o the same valuation embodied
in a revenue-producing building, Hence
there Will be an inducement to bring all
the land in the city into use by putting
impmvements on it, and that ought to

have ‘some effect in preventing a Con-
tinuous rise in rents. The same ex-
pedlent should ' be -adopted - in every
eity.”

DISPUTE

Moncton,

week.

held for the present.

noon for Montreal.

| G B LABOR

EADED

Men Ge! Increase from $5 to
$15 a Month — Agreement
to Be Signed Later.

Aug. 8—The conference be-
tween the I. C. R. management and C.
B. of R. E. committee was concluded
today, but the agreement was left over
to be signed at a further meeting next

Mr. Mosher, grand president, gives out
a statement that everything is satisfac-
torily settled, but the details are with-
The increases, he
says, range from $5-to $15 per month.
General Manager Gutelius left this after-
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