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CHAPTER XXII—(Continued.)

fn his design of pumping his guardian
Horace quite failed. Inspector Mackay
would say nothing, except that, if Horace
@ould prove an alibi, a real, indisputable
alibi, so much the better; and with this
he had to be content.

Neither during the rest of the train
ourney nor on the trans-atlantic voyage
did anything noteworthy occur. Only,
from the moment of landing at Liverpool,
Horace was conscious of a firmer, more
official not more efficient, for that it had
been all along, but a less free-and-casy
way of being conducted. There were no
{ bandcuffs, it is true, even yet, though he
| noticed that the police officer who met
| them to assist Mackay in taking him to
| London, - jingled something in his  pocket
{and looked inquiringly at the inspector.
i The latter, however, shook his head.
. It was evening when they arrived at
! Holloway gaol; but Horace was allowed to
ise'nd. a telegram to Mr. Pawlet. It struck
[ him as strange that the latter was not
: there to meet him, for his arrival at. Liv-
! erpool must surely be known. But he
would not allow himself to becast down,
!and undressed and went to bed with &
| good heart; and, proof if anything could
;'be, that he was good stuff at bottom,
i dept as soundly es he had ever done in his
|life. With his breakfast the warder
! brought a reply. L !
. “Pawlet died yesberday, funeral tomor-

! row.

i “SUTTON, Executor.”
{For some moments Horace did mot quite
¢realise all that this meant to him. He
‘liked the shrewd, kindly old gentleman,
' who, except for a rather too great fond-
(ness for port, should have lived to a hurg-
'dred, and he felt a genuine grief at his
!death, at first to the exclusion of any
[other semtiment. But gradually he ‘began
{ to realize what, from the point of view of
{his own personal safety, placed as he was,
[this news meant to him. His break-
fast Jay untasted; he re-read the mes-
|sage, and tried = to think. It was
ja bolt from the blue indeed;
‘it meant evervthing. Before, he had not
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{ much cared what evidence the a\_lthoritigs
iymight have to offer against him., His
‘alibi was unimpeachable. Now the case

iassumed at once a totally different com-

!plexion, and to know what incriminating
facts or fallacies he had to meet became!

from that moment a matter of vital im-

portance. One thing was clear, he must

see a lawyer without delay.

Here was a dilemma. The one respect-
.able London solicitor of Horace's ac-

quarintance was the gentleman who filled
the post of legal adviser to the - Anglo-
Ruritanian Bank, and to send for him was,
of course, out of the question. In legal
| parlance he would be—“over the way.”
Of course, when he arrived the prison
officials had been ready enough with the

names of lawyers, whom they recommend-
ed, and from whom, doubtless, they drew

a regular retaining- fee; but Horace had
replied that he had his own family law-
yer, and was telegraphing to him. Nor
did he now quite fancy the thought of
having recourse to any of this list of legal
gentlemen, most of whom had semitic-
gounding names,  and, doubtless, semitic-
Jooking faces. After some deliberation,
he resolved on a course, asked to see the
governor of the prison, and, having shown
him the message which he had just re-
ceived, obtained leave to despatch the
following telegram:—
“Sutton, High Prescot, Uplandshire.

“Please telegraph name and address of
ilate Pawlet’s London correspondent.”

Then it was time for Horace to be
‘driven to Bow Street.

Now he was to feel all the degrading
junpleasantness of his position in earn-
est. No longer taken here and there in a
cab, with a gentlemanly officer to converse
iwith, he had to line up in the prison
'hall, with half a dozen other untried, of
' whom, though he tried to be charitable, as,
{indeed, his own position was teaching him
| to be, it certainly looked as if the greater
| part were not innocent. No talking was
! allowed while the prison van was back-
ing, in, but, from certain whispered re-
marks, Horace found, to his horror, that
lhe was looked on by this company as

something of a hero. KEach prisoner was

;mxde to enter a separate compartment,
{ where he was locked in by himself. Then
a guard, from the prison took his place
lfm the passage between the two rows ot
{ cells, the outer door was locked, and a
|policeman mounted the rear step; then,
with two more policemen, one of whom
| was .the driver of the box, Black Maria's
{complement was complete, and she drove
ioﬁ through the streets. At Bow Street
ithere were more unavoidable indignities.
| At last, passing through a double line of
{ constables, Horace found himself in the
| dock.

The magistrate seemed surprised that
\he had no lawyer, and asked him if he
,did mot wish for ope. This gave Horace
i the opportunity he{ished. He had been
i rather mervous before, not knowing at
iwhat precise point of the ploceedings
! he ought to prefer his request for a re-
;mand at once, till he could arrange for
his defence. Now, however, he could ex-
!plain his position in reply to the magis-
trate’s question. This he did, the magis-
!trate listening attentively. Then he turn-
led to the lawyer who was conducting the
‘cage for the 'L'reasury.

: “Have you any objection, Mr. Rath-
“bone?”

“None, your worship; I only intended
-offering evidence of arrest, and then ask-
ling for a remand.”

“Remanded for a week.”

Horace was led away; but had an hour
!40 wait in an unpteasant bare cell, be-
fore the “other cases were dispored of,
and Black Maria was ready to make the
return journey. At Holloway, when his
dinner, good, if -plain, was brought to
his cell, Horace eat ravenously. The

morning had taken it out of him more |

than a day's harvesting. While he was
_eating, came a reply to his telegram, just
;a name and address:—
“George C. Haneroft,
“1, Middle Inn.”

So to George C. Hancroft, of 1, Middle |

Inn, he wrote an earnest note, saying that
he had been both a friend and a client
of the late Mr. Pawlet; and finding him-
self now in a very unfortunate light—

he hol’?‘l‘tm.“l‘"“r‘ﬁfr_”y_\h“dl fi”T“"cd o Mr. | Ve should have to get you into the box,|names and addresses where further in-
PGWI".’“; g“"“'“l“)““:"' o . “‘”\l‘fn“r‘ would land then let the letter or letters be found quiries were
be read by the Governor, Mr. Hancroft|s corroborate your story. Well, well, if done all he could for the time, he return-

not being yet Horace’s regularly accredi-
ted legal adviser, he thought it better not
to go into any details, and explain that
jt was more. as a witness for the defence
than as a legal defender, that he had
counted on Mr. Pawlet’s aid; so he sim-
Iy said that—learning that morning of
Mr. Pawlet’s death, he begged that Mr.
Ylancroft would come to see him, if pos-
sible, the same afternoon.

“There!” said Horace to himself as the

warder took the letter, “that is the best
I can do. If it is too much out of nhis
line for him to undertake my case him-
self, at all events he will recommend me

whom to go to. Fortunate that that
Victoria man arranged for sending the
money to someone else besides Pawlet if
necessary.”

~ CHAPTER XXIIL
Mr. Hancroft Takes Hold.

When Mr. Hancroft arrived, he proved
to be, as far as outside appearance went,
the very opposite of! his late correspond-
ent, Mr. Pawlet. Where the latter had
been rubicund, fresh-visaged, and clean
shaven, with at all events a tendency to
a certain amount of embonpoint, Mr.
Hancroft was thinand tall and bearded;
a certain shrewdness of eye, there was
the sole resemblance.

He entered Horace's cell, told him
that he- had often heard his
late frjend speak of him, and knew
of the great intevest which he took in all
that concerned him; saying that he under-
stood what a blow it must be to Horace
to find himself di-appointed in obtaining
his help at such a crisis, and wished to
know if Horace would like him for his
legal adviser. ¥ ¢

Of course Horace’s answer was in the
affirmative, though he wondered a little
at so much rigmarole in coming to the
point, and why he had not sooner asked
him some details about the case. -How-
ever, no sooner had Horace agreed to take
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(him as his lawyer, than he turned to the]
warder, who remained in the room, and
nodded. The warder promptly left and|
shut the door. i

“There was no good talking our secrets,
while he was here, Mr. Wyndham,” ex-|
plained Mr. Hancroit, as the sound of the|
officer’s steps disappeared along the cor-}
ridor. “I am not used to doing oriminal
work myself, but of course I-knew that|
we should not be left alone until we oc-|
cupied the properly comstztuted I'(-‘:'la,m'on-‘I
ship of solicitor and client. Once that is;
the case they ocan’t interfere with us.
Now, we have a week before your next
appearance in court, so today I will only
hear a general review of the whole case;
then I shall be in a better position to
obtain any necessary evidence, or take
whatever steps we may think advisable.
Also, by the same token, you will be able
to tell me if there is anything that I can
do for your comfort. However, first to
the more important; let me hear all
about your trouble.”

Accordingly, Horace told hmm all he
knew, which really was not much more
than that he had certainly left the bank

the church: war has been the departure of |liver, music hall attractions and large con-
Cardinal Richard from the archiepiscopal|fectionery establishments, all signs of the
palace in the Rue de Grenelle, which took |approaching. demolition. Large forces of
place shortly after after 1 o’clock this af-| mounted repubuican guards and police were
ternoon, The archiepiscopal palace is an|stationed in the courtyard of the mayor’s
ancient seventeenth century mansion, of office, which is in the Rue de Grenelle, to
cold and almost forbidding aspect, which |suppress disturbances, if necesary, and
after serving as the town residence of eev-| protect the ministry of public instruction,
emal aristocratic families, was ceded, some |which is also in the same street.
half-century ago, to the Archbishop of The following is a word for word transla-
Paris by the Austrian ambassador, who tion of Cardinal Richatd’s own account of
then occupied dt. Its vast garden extends|his departure, which he dictated to me this
along the Boulevard des Invalides to' the|evening: “On the order which he had re-
Rue de Varennes, where is situated the|ceived from ‘the prefecture last Saturday,
now empty convent of the Sisters of the|and after having protested in the name of
Sacred Heart. the sacred rights of the Church, Cardinal
Both this abandoned nunnery, at whose | Richard quitted today his archiepiscopal
school the vast majority of the daughters | palace in themidst of a grandiose demon-
of the French aristocracy have been edu- |stration. Thousands of priests and of the
cated for many years past, and the Arch-|faithful waited to see him leave. The horse
bishop’s palace are already covered with|of his carriage was unharnessed, and men
the flaring advertisements of motor car|of the most notable rank insisted on drag-
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ging the carriage to the new domicile at
the residence of the deputy, M. Denys
Cochin. The crowd remained very caim,
but did not cease to chant throughout the
entire route the Oredo, the Parce Domine,
and various canticles. His em:nence solemn-
ly gave the benediction on his dejarture
and arrival, and did not appear too much

ed the venerated cardinal on his arrival.
happy to give hospitality to a prince of the
Ohurch in such dolorous circumstances.
The police had no occasion to intervene,
although a fairly large force had been pre-
pared in case of need.”-

This is the cardinal's own description of
what has happened with respect to the situ-
ation. In general, the cardinal declines to
add anything, for the present. I found him
at 7 o’clock this evening, quietly dining
with the Cochin family, Jooking well and
relatively happy. He has stood the strain
remarkably well.

said: “But the funera] is tomorrow,|aroft absolutely, he was content enough
there ought to be a chance to eee most that_the latter ehould bear the burden for

of ‘M. Pawlet’s friends—those who hve a few days, while he, Horace, restel and

7 got his second wind.
near, at all events—then. The event.of each day was Mr. Han-

without notice, at what, in view of after| e lied the lawyer.
events, must have seemed to be a very “I‘l}hse;der) Fg;lgiﬁ;e. e 5 .
suspicious date. .And that since _then he thoughts, I will go myself; and it will be
had known nothing about his being even| . .;"if | can’t find out something. A
uuapgczed unvul Inspector Mackay arvest-i = = o Ppwlet must have had several
ed him at Vancouver. : : regular corresponderts, people he wrote
Qu,u-k to eeize on any point which re- to once a week. Nephews and nieces at
quired fuyther elucidation, Mr. Haneroft| 4 1" anq so on. Now, if only he has
;he}:e .p}mb o : chanced to mention that he was seeing
- H""‘F you any idea. how they got on|, young friend off to Canada on such and
51’:"!‘ track? : They seem  to have com-|g i an evening. It is realy very prob-
p :‘t{”lt}; ::E’E Stlﬂi}l‘tmif yo:e;p\l'ed “t il able an account of a trip to town would
" Yes-es, orace 1ed, er | haturally find it into a letter of that
|Llnnk 1 must bave furnished them the[i?n:;?gny it i
Iclue myseelf, in what was, perhaps, a| « And if the hephew or niece has
I‘xatheu- over-zealous attempt to come to the| o the letter—— said Horace.
aid of justice.”’ | “There ’ ; he weak
] Gy ere-you put your finger on the wea
Then, to Mr. Hancroft’s undisguised “‘!spot, Mr: Wyndham, I a:imit. Still, we
t(‘rmslunent, he related all he knew of ., 4 hope for the best. Now I will be
Carey, and how he had met the Smiths in o to wend that cable, and to think over
Manitoba, and how there he and they had vour case more at my leisure than I can
p.ut'two ami}{m}voﬂmge}?}?’ a{'ldedthe €on- | 4o here and now. I suppose there is
clusion at which they had arrived.” thine that I can do for you individual-
‘fll’m,” said Mr. Hancroft, when he had;i’;’y" — i .
finished, “All this may be a mare’s nest—| " «No T think not. The food and so on
in the case of anyone else I should have | a1 T need, and I believe I have only
said almost certainly is a mare’s n"“"'“o ask for books and writing materials
but, if you will allow d compliment, M,r.‘w have them.
Wyndham, 1 do not think you are thegsome friends of mine, the Aylmers, who I
man to find mare's nests. This Carey gyppose will be about arriving in London
must be found. 'Unfurtunately, we @are in | gom the Pacific coast of Canada now.
a very bad position—not to find him, that|They will be anxious to know how things
will be easy enough, from what you bave | gre going. You might call and set their
said; but to get any confession or evi-|pindg at vest.”
dunog to prove his guilt. You see it is| 1his Mr, Hancroft promised; then took
not, likely that we can get a \a:’mrrant. The | his departure, going straight back to his
police have fixed on you as the man, and | office, whence he dispatched ‘the cable to
they naturally are not going to work up|the Victoria lawyer for Horace’s funds,
a case against anyone else. British judi-| 3nd wrote a note to retain the servives
cial prroceduve does not ugimxt prf_tuhe ’43.1*- of one of the few trustworthy private in-
ra?‘t and trial of alternative criminals. quiry agents to be found in London. Hav-
I fear it “:m.ld'be difficult ,even to|jng told his head clerk that he intended
find him now,” said Horace, “and for|i, attend Mr. Pawlet’s funeral, and might
that again there is no one to blame but|p. absent some twenty-four hours, he
myself.” And he related how he had sent| ent home, packed a small portmanteau,
a letter of warning. and took an evening train for Upland-
Mr. Hancroft looked grave. shire.
“At all events, these Smiths must be| Mr. Hancroft had let himse!f seem more
communicated with,” he said, ‘“and one of | sanguine before Horace than he really felt.
them, either the sailor or the doetor, pre-| Not that he doubted his client’s innocence

every possible effort must be made to|the impres:ion that Horace had made on
discover if, either in conve:sation, or, bet- | him at their interview; but he misdoubted
ter still, in a letter, our poor friend Paw- | his judgment of his own case. The police
let has alluded to the evening he spent|had eome evidence up their sleeve, and, if
with you on the night of your defpai‘b_ure.ihis progncstications went for anything,
| Beyond this T must think; at present our | some pretty serious evidence too. What
{hands are tied, through not knowing | was it? Duning the whole of the journey
what evidence the police are prepared he wore, so to eay, his considering cap.
with. That they have some evidence, and | The wesult of his deliberations being that
what they consider pretty important evi~'he decided on sending a long cable to Ar-
dence, we may look on as certain. Now,|thur Smith in Manitoba. He had gather-

No, on second

By the way there arej

vailed on to come to England. -Then —and that he did not says a geod deal for

i

eroft’s visit, which now took place not in
his cell, but in a special parlor at the
prison, reserved fqr interviews between
priconers and their legal advisers. The
first day thera was no interview, as Mr.
Hancroft was on his way back from Up-
landshire. The next day, however, he
came, told Horace of the step he had
taken with regard to Arthur Smith, say-
ing that he hoped that it had his ap-
proval. He was also able to re-assure his
client on the subject of finance. Hs cable
to the lawyer at Vancouver had brought
a prompt reply, and that the money was
now lying at his, Mr. Hanecroft’s bank,
as an “in trust” de; osit.

“So.you see, Mr. Wyn-ham, the defence
will be in no lack of funds. Perhaps you
had better, in addition to your verbal
authorization, give me a few lines in writ-
ing, permittinz me to draw on this as
necessary for the purpose of c¢onducting
your caee.”

This having been done, he continued:

“I have been thinking a good deal on
the subject of this man Carey, and our
chance of finding him. It is out of the
question to send a man to the Straits Set-
tlements;* we have no time, and I fear
that we are quite powerless to get
eny ‘assistance from the local police. Still,
something must be done, and 1
have becn to see the London branch of a
big fiim in those parts, of which one of
the partners is an oll friend of mine. My
friend in now in the Eas:, so I have been
talking to his London partner, and he
tells me that, given money, there are
plenty of Ohinese and half-caste Chinese
to be found in the Srats, well educated
and shamp, and capable of undertaking an
inquiry of this nature, and ferreting out
traces that no Englishman would hear of.
With your approval, I shall telegraph my
friend to secure immediately the best
man available, and to put him on the
scent at once. We do net know all that

| we may have against us in this case; but
one thing we certainly have against us

is time; on the other hand, the one thing

{we have in our favor is unlimited com-

mand of money. I think we should be

Mr. Wyndham, as to the question of ways |
and means. My services you may com-|
mand, and, if your present means are in,
any way straightened, I think we shall]
have little or no difficulty in finding al
clever young counsel to accept a small fee;
but prolonged researches, that is another
matter.” i

To this inquiry, at any rate, Horace was
able to make a reply satisfactory to both
parties. Mr. Hancroft said he would cable|
at once to the lawyer in Vancouver, and, |
by the time that the funds armived, he|
would probably have formed some plan of
campaign,

“Undoubtedly, the first thing to be
done,” he said, “is to make inquiries about |
any leitens Pawlet may have written, in |
which he nay possibly have made allusion
' to the way in which he spent that even-
inz. Unfortunately we lawyers have made
|it such a second nature to keep our cli-
ent’s affairs apart from those of ourselves
and our friends, that I am not exactly
sanguine. When, in the course of busi-
ness, we meet with any adventure which |
we think would be interesting to a per-|
{sonal friend to whom we are writing, we
| sometimes go as far as to give a guarded
laccount of it, without names, and with a'
|plonixiz'u1 supply of ‘my. clients’ sprinkled
{about. Even this would be some help.

|

[you were Pawlet’s client, you were also|
his friend, and perhaps he- has considered |
that it was in the latter relationship that'
you two were together that evening. The,
difficulty will be to get track of all his|
correspondents, his intimate correspond-|
ents, I mean. I knew so little of him,!
apart from business. I suppose you are
much in my case there?”

“Yes, 1 am afraid so,” Horace replied.|
Then, suddenly struck with an idea, he

ed from Hotace that Arthur was the one
of the two brothers who was not perman-
ently in Canada, and for “whom conse-
quently it would be easier to get away.

“We may not need him,” reflected Mr.
Hancroft; “but if we guddenly find that
we do, it is a long way to send. And
we are in a position in which time may
soon become a vital consideration. Wynd-
ham can pay for his journey and never
feel it, though if he intends going to sea
again, he would |robably have come to
London in any case.”

The cable, to explain preperly what was
needed, had to be made about as long as
a letter; but when a neck is at stake, such
matters become of minor consideration.
Mr. Hancroft drafted it in the train, and
sent it from the hotel where he stopped
tor the night at High Prescot.

His inquiries at the funeral had some
result; but not much. Several of Mr.
Pawlet's friends had -had letters, men-
tioning that he had a young friend in
Canada; but no one could remember hav-
ing had a letter describing his doings on
a trip to town taken during the Jatter
part of the previous June. Wonst of all,
no one had kept his letters. But of
course those at the funeral did not ex-
haust the list of Mr. Pawlet’s correspond-
ents, and Mr. Haneroft obtaned several
necessary.  Then, having
ed to town. .

The days passed slowly enough for Hor- Pimples from the
ace at Holloway; yet mnot so tediously as sallow skin, .Ask
they would have done had this expelience
come to him, say a year previously.

The re-action to all his recent excite-
ment had come. He was possessed by a
sort of, not fatalism exactly, for Horuce
was a fighter ever—perhaps the best way
wayto say it is that. knowing he could do
nothing himself, and trusting Mr. Han-
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foolish not to use that to the utmost.”

“You take a very serious view of my
case, then, Mr. Hancroft?”

“Frankly, yes. There is some terrible
mistake somewhere; but, whatever it is,
it has evidently contained suflicient ele-
ments of probabiliy to mislead the
policé.”

Horace was silent a few moments. Then
he eaid:

“Suppose you find Carey, what then?
You cannot arie:t him.”

“It will be something to know where
he is, and ycu must remember that, while
Carey is being traced in the East, my man
here will be tracing Carey's past esca-
pades in London. Kven if we do.not at

with the Anglo-Ruritanian Bank affair, [
have great hopes that we shall be able
to connect him with some other erime,
then we can arrest him.”

The next vi:zit Mr. Hancroft paid, he
had an account to give of his call on the
Aylmors, who were now back in London.
He did not say, bscawe he did not know,
what bhad been one of the results of his
call. Miss Ruth, to whom—not knowing
that it was her doing—he had told how
unfortunate it was that Horace had let
his kindness of heart prevail to the ex-
tent of dispatching a le.ter of warning to
Carey, and whom he had ako tod of their
cable to Arthur Smith, and his hope that
the latter would come at once to Kng-
land, had heseli reinforced the solicitor's
telegram with another, a long one, of her
own.

The afternoon before he was-due to ap-
pear for the second time at Bow Street,
Ned and Sandy, whom he did not know
were even in England—in fact, their ar-
rival was not two hours o'd—came to
him. s

“So here you are!” cried Ned. “Talk
i.lbout, experiences! you and I are putting
in our sensations quick, Wyndham. We
haven’t lout much t.me, either Sindy or I,
in coming across to Teport for service.
Now, what’s to be done? Are we to storm
New Scotland Yard, capture the heads of
the police force, cut ’em open and take
out the sawdust and dinject sdme decent
grey matter, or shall we blow up this old
edifice, or what? Say the word, and we
are your men.”

Sandy nodded, but said nothing.

Horace laughed.

“I've got a very capable man running

can do ‘anything, it'll be to work with
him.”

If Ned and Sandy could do little to
further his case at present, they could,
and did, do a great deal towards putting
him in good spirits; so that, when Mr.
Hamneroft called soon after, he noticed
the change at once, and, dry old man of
the world as he ‘was, took it as a good
augury.

At Jast came the day of the second hear-
ing. By this time interest in the case had
grown again to neurly the proportions at
which it had stood in . the early days
when the crime was fresh; and, as a con:
sequence, the court was crowded. Seats,
however, had been reserved for Horace’s
friends, and they were there in force.
Even Mrs. Aylmer had insisted on accom-
panying Ruth to the court.

The first thing Horace noticed; when he
wae brought in, and took his station in
the dock, was a collection of objeets, on
the clerk’'s table, in front of the magis-
trate. He did not at first conmect these

| with his case, or with himself in any way;
and, as will happen, even at the gravest

moments, his mind ran back, inconse-
quently, to the articles that he had ween
one evening on the table of Carey’s sit-
ting-room in Westminster. This  was
.whjle the first yathess, the constable who

at outside the Anglo-Ruri-
being sworn, and was begin-

e more he suddenly gave a etart, fos
amongst them he saw something that he
recognized—no less than his own cigarette
case, that he had lost at Carey’s lodgings.
If it was not his, it was its image; and
then, for Horace was as quick witted as
most pe~ple, he began ta_ realize some-
thing of the gravity of his position. He
looked intently at the table, and tried by
moving his head as far as he could to one
side to get a better view. Besides the
cigarette case, there was, apparently, a
shirt rolled up in a bundle, and just the
edge of something else showing behind it.
He thought rapidly for a minute, then

scribbled the folowing note, which he
banded across to Mr. Hancroft,

fatigued. The entire Cochin family await-|

“Think I now begin to see their case.
Things are more serious than I thought.
(et another remand as soon 88 you can,
and see me in the cells.”

The constable had to give his evidence,
which was important enough as to the
fact of the robbery,.as also the murders
having been committed at such and such
a time; but did nothng towards inerimin-
ating Horace.

Next came the doctor, who had been
summoned to the bcdies, he testified as
to the deaths, that of Macallister by fail-
ure of the heant’s action, due probably to
the administration of an overdose of rome
opate, and to that of Green by an incised

in the left breast.

At this point thz counsel c¢oncueting
the prosecution on behalf of the Treas-
ury made a motion, and his clerk stepped
over to the solicitor’s table, and took up
and handed him ‘the third object, the
one which Horace had mnot been able
to get a clear view of from his place in

brown paper. This latter the barrister
proceeded to unwind, pulling it off by
one corner, while the object lay and
turned in his other palm. When the last
folds were off, it was seen that at one
end this silvery color gave place to the
peculiar bluish tint of steel. In fact, it
was about the size and shape of a dag-
ger.” All the same, it had nothing at
all of the dagger look about it. Perhaps
Horace was the one person in the court
who knew at omce exactly what the ob-
ject was. With a dull feeling of stupef-
action, he recognised his own erasing
knife. He looked appealingly at Mr. Han-
croft. The latter nodded. He had form-
ed a sufficiently high opinion of his
client’s judgment, to understand that an
urgent appeal like that contained in the
note, which had just reached him, would
not be sent without good reason. But
for the moment he could do nothing.

“Yes,” was answering the medico; “I
recognise it. It is the weapon I found
in the wound, and .with which it was
done.—Yes, I noticed the initials HW..
engraved on the handle.”

“You have no doubt that this instru-
ment was the cause of the clerk Green’s
death?”

“None whatever.”

Horace’s counsel refused to cross-ex-
amine at this stage, «nd the witness step-
ped down. The knife was then handed
| successively to the magistrate, the clerk,
and Horace’s solicitor and counsel.

Counsel for the Treasury was about
clearing his throat, to proceed with his
next point, when Horace's counsel got
up, and addressing the court, said: |-

“At this point, your worship, I ask for
a week’s remand. This evidence has taken
us completely by surprise, and we are
here quite unprepared.”

A little cross questioning here took
place between the magistrate, the two
counsels, and the police; then Horace’s
counsel’s request, which, after all, was but
reasonable, was agreed to; the next case
was called, and Horace led away to the
cells.

CHAPTER XXIV.
Carey Found.

wound, deep, resembling a dagger thrust, |

the dock. It was a long object, wrapped}
round and round in a sheet of whltey-’

quite irregular, but if you like, I will un=
dertake that.”

“And now,” ead Horace quietly, *‘to
come to what made we write that note.
[t was something that 1 saw on the table;
but not the knife, that was wrapped in
paper then, and I did not know what it
was till they unpacked it. It was my own
cigarette case, or rather cigarette case and
card case combined.”

**But how—""

‘I'hen Horace told how he had missed
this article after his visit to Carey.

Mr. Hancroft looked grave, and as for.
Mr. Graham, K. C., who, it must be re-
membered, had never zeen Horace before,
and to whom Mr. Hancroft had hardly
mentioned Carey, his lip curled, amnd it
would not be overstating the case to say
that he looked decidedly sceptical. Horace,
however, did not notice this.

*“I'hen,” Horace continued, ‘“there was
a third thing on the table, you saw it;
tell me what you think it looked like.”

] should say a shirt rolled into a bun-

dle, and therefore, I presume, a soiled
shirt,” replied Mr. Hancroft. “‘There was
| paper round it, but the ends were un-
| covered, and it had ail the look of that.”
‘\ Horace nodded.
[ Well, now,” he eaid, ‘“we come to
| guesswork; but, if that shirt is there es
| evidence, it is probably mine. And if it is
i mine, it is because (arey once stole a
| portmanteau of my things.” /
| “Whew!” gaid Mr. Hancroft, and glanc-
"ed at the barrister, who pursed his mouth
and sajd nothing.

{ (2o be continued.)

CONBRMENT FALHNY
" FENSON BLL A

|

{
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Ottawa, Dec. 21—The Hon. H. R. Em-
. merson, minister of railways, has at least
| succeeded in getting the sanction of his
| colleagues to the establishment of an an=
nuity fund for employes on the 1. C. R
and government railways. Shortly after
parliament reassembles Mr. Emmerson will
| introduce a bill to establish the I. C. R.
and Prince Edward Island Railway and
employes’ provident fund.

i By this bill, which will come into force
| on April 1 next, one and one-half per cent
| per month of the employes’ wages will be
contributed towards this fund. All the
officers and employes of the road must
contribute to the fund. It will be com-
pulsory. The only exceptions
those on the road who come under " the
civil service act. .

| The fund shall be handed over to the
| crown and interest will be paid on it ab
three per cent, the same as is given in
the savings bank. :
| The board which will control and ad-
' minister this fund will consist of five per.
sons—the general manager, two chief offi-
cers and two elected by the employes at
ilarge. The head office will be at Monc-
| ton. The board will make regulations
isubject; to the approval of the minister.
| The minister will have the appointment of

will be -

once tumble on evidence to connect himj

things already, Ned, thanks. And if you |

Ia secretary of the board who will be sub-

In the cell of the police-station, Horace, ' ject to the board. The fund shall be ad-

Mr. Hancroft, and one of his clerks, and ministered through the minister by the
Mr. Graham, K. C., Horace’s counsel,| board. The classes to which the fund will
e available are divided -s follows:

are in eager confabulation; for Mr. Ha.n-i b G

croft knows that time it the great thing| Class A—Those who have att&dneéif the

against them, and he does not believe}age of 70 y?iI: s::;iicehave been tgen

in wasting half a day to wait till he can| years or mor i . .

see Horace more eonveniently at:the roomE Class B—Those who have &g"}fﬂ?‘lbf’he

set apart for the purpose at Holloway. |28€¢ between 61 and 69 years and have 9:1(11
“But that is nothing,” Mr. Graham was fifteen years or more 1’n the service, t:ll

saying. “Your knire was always left on who have become dissbled and mentally

your desk, you say—-" i or physically incapacitated for work,

“Or’\ e come cie :l'lorace. age of 65 years and have been fifteen years
‘H'm, in would not suit our argument | o " ore in the service and have requested
quite so well; but, in any case, your|i, be retired from the service.
‘Ikn'lfe was 'often left on your desk, gnd,{ Class D—Those who after having beén
being of silver, that is to say of bright| twenty-five years or more in the service
appearance, would naturally catch the eye and are permanently disabled from per-
of anyone looking about for a weapon., forming their duties.
If they have no better evidence than that' (lass E—Those who previous to the
to offer, it will not be long before we shall| soming into force of the act entered the
have the laugh of them. You don’t re- gervice at an advanced age and reached
!member, I suppose, what you did with| 70 years before being fifteen years in the
the knife on that particular evening? You gervice, but must have been ten years in
don’t’ connect it with any incident, you|the service.
didn’t lend it to anyone?” There is no annuity for any service less
“Wait a minute,” said Horace, with| than ten years and mo one can join the
puckered forehead. “I do recollect some-!fund who is over thirty-five years of age.
thing about that knife, I remember—I| This age limit does not of coumse apply
suppose to fit our case I ought to remem- | to those now in the service.
ber lending it to Hocking—but—no—that| The annuity is computed on the last ten
was not it. And yet, by Jove! I have it, years the employe serves before retiring.
L lent it to poor old Green himself. Yes, The average monthly pay of the ten years
I remember now perfectly; he was in a is taken and the annuity is so paid. Ser-
beastly humor, and fellows were beginning ! vice over 70 years is not counted. No one
to make game of him, and—well, he was shall be paid Jess than $20 a month and
a nervous sort of fellow, and he bega.n‘ no one shall get more than two-thirds of
to job at a blot or something with a| his average monthly pay for the ten years
blunt knife, and naturally made a hole|immediately preceding his retirement.
in the paper. Then the fellows started] To qualify for joining the fund six
to titter, and I took him my knife, which | months probation and a medical certifi-
| was in good condition.” cate are necessary. Those who fail will
“He didn’t give it back to you?” have whatever they contributed refunded.
*Noi Those who voluntarily retire or have
**Sure?” been discharged for cause cannot partici-
“Yes, quite. Green was still working! pate in the fund.: The board with the ap-
when I left, and I have no doubt he had, proval of the minister can contribute one-
a lot more to do; because he had been | half of what a contributor paid into the
wasting time all the afternoon.” fund to a beneficiary ip case of the party
“Then perhaps he took his work up- dying and who had paid for ten years.
stairs, and your erasing knife with it?”’ In the case of an'employe being d;g-
“More than perhaps; very likely, I charged for the eﬁimgncy .of the.servme
| should think.” | the amount he pal{i in ww}?out‘ interest
“Now who would have been likely toor any cost of medical examination, ete.,
see you pass the kmife to Green; who | can be Pfll'd back. e
was sitting next you, or mext him? Bet-| d'rmlul‘rel “2 “ti p}‘ese“:u;“eggsnm‘z"gm mId
av TV g isabled fund i1n co v L
ter let us.have the names of everyone in, C. R The employes must drop the dis-

the room; it is a long time ago, but there “- el
is what happened that night to fix events abled fund but can belong to the life in-

on their memory, and someone may have Surance.

The monthly allowances under the act

Class C—Those who have attained thé™

remembered.”
] Horace gave the names of all the clerks
who had been in the room; and, as far
as he knew them, their addresses; then
Mr. Hancroft said to his clerk:

“This iz your work for tonight, Mr..
Hewitt.”

To Horace, he said:

“We must have that evidence,
and then all we want is the next
link, the fact that Green did take
pis work upstairs with him, and, as far
as the knife with your name on it, which
tooks dramatic at first sight, goes, its in-
| irence as evidence against you is simply
rubbed out. If Green took your knife up-
' stairs, he probably laid it somewhere by
| the side of his work on the table or on an
! open ledger, or some place like that,where
it would be the very finst thing that would
catch the eye of anyone entering the

»

room. |
| “Yes,” said Mr. Graham, ‘and, in-|

| stead of having to plead that, though im-
probable, it is possible, we shall be able
to say that, though possible, it would
have been improbable for the criminal to
have used anything else.”

“Now,” said Mr. Hancrot, ‘‘the ques-
tion is, how is the evidence to be ob-
tained? We can get it—in a way—by
cross-examination later, of the inspector
who was called to see the body, and so
on. I wikh we had not let that doctor go
so easily. He must have noticed every-
thing in the bed-roomn and sitting room;
ia pile of books and papers, for instance,
could scarcely have escaped his observa-
tion.”

*We can have him in the box again for
the detence,” said Mr. Graham, “‘sort of
selt-detachment business—in hie prosecu-
| tion, in his capacity as human being with
| two eyes in his head, witness for the de-
tence, But we must sound him first. lt’s

|

| ghall not be alicnated or liable to attach-
| ment or eeizure by any legal process what-
| ever.

' The retired official can enter into any
| other business he sees fit. The preamble
| of the act sets forth that it is for the
'welfare of the employes and the efficiency
| of the railway service.

| The government can contribute to the
| provident fund out of the gross earnings
| of the railway to an amount not exceed-
{ing $100,000 annually or such sums as the
| governor-in-council may determine. The
! full amount will not be necessary. Indeed
| the operation of the act as it will retire
| many whose places will not be filled, will
| effect a saving to the government. The
amount which ‘the government will pay
to the fund will be more than made up

| for in the saving of wages.
|

Quebec to Abolish Obnoxious
Tax

| Montreal, Dec. 21—(Special)—Hon. Lo-
mer Gouin announces that at the next ses-
' sion of the legislature the Quebec tax
Ion commercial travelens representing for-
eign houses will be abolished.

A Heavy Pay Roll,

Ambherst, N. S., Dec. 20—(Special)—To~
| morrow is pay day at Rhodes, Curry &
| Gompany. The amount to be paid out for
three weeks’ wages to the men will be
more than $30,000.

Indians who accepted $24 from Gov.
! Peter Minuit for Manhattan Island in
1626 did not make such a bad bargain,
for if they had invested that sum of money
at compound interest at the prevailing
rates since then their heirs would now

have $12,000,000,000.
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